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NEW YEAR

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS FOR 1992

MORE MEDITATIONS

Lately, I have become so hopelesshy
forgetful that I have to resort 1o writing
down the things [ have to get done, even
for the children's needs. But| writing,
down my bold plans for the coming year
is something that I must be careful about
for it is hard to break promises when
there -is written evidence. [ know that
this time | have to take this resolution
seriously because other people will get to
know about it. The readers who know
me will start watching for any signs of
progress, others might take me seriously
and take after me, so | am asking your
prayers so that I can persevere.

I have this desire 1o do some medita- |

tions o our Lord. After my prayer time,
I've tried doing it several times but usual-
Iy 1 end up falling asleep. My greatest
enemy during these meditations  are
sounds which easily distract me and

make me loose my concentration. Sol |

know I have not really been successful.
So, for this coming year, [ would like
to start and really do some serious
meditations to our Lord on a regular
basis and be able to experience this pure
joy of truly communing with our God. [
know this is something [ cannot do on
my own power but I have shared this
desire to our Lord and have asked for His
help and will keep on asking for it. I
don't expect to accomplish hourly
meditations regularly, but 1 know that
with God’s help and inspiration, my Lord
will slowly lead me to see and hear
glimpses of His glory in the coming year.

Ester T. Saguisag
Cebu Chapter

)‘#'tufﬂ vamiL Lty

CHANGE MY READING
HABITS

Spiritual  progress.
| brings me many thoughts and helps me to

My New Year's resolution for 1992 is
to spend more time in spjritua] reading
and reflecting.

1 have noticed that spiritual reading
and reflecting are a great help 1o one's
Spiritual, reading

understand better what 1 alteady believe
in. /It keeps my outlook on life fresh and
my enthusiasm alive.

To make sure that T keep this resolu-
tion, I have decided to reduce the time |
spend reading .nempépcrs and
magazines and instead, spend more time

| for spiritual reading and reflection., This
| way T can also reduce the nagative inputs

from newspapers and magazines, and
have more positive inputs ﬁ'cm spiritual
readings.

Larry Veloso
Cebu Chapter

CHRISTIAN MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY

1 resolve to invite BCBP members and or-
ganize a consultancy service in Christian
Manapement whose ool would be a creative
system of communication that would foster
sustained group productivity for individwal
devclopment, not the other way around. 1

will insure my dedication tw this resolution
by submitting iis development 1o BCBP dis-
CEIMmEDt. .
Ernesto Mondonedo
Cagayan de Oro Outreach

FOCUS ON
MY LORD JESUS

In 1992 | intend to focus on the Lord
Jesis, so that everything [ will do will be
for His greater glory and honor. I would
like to present to the Lord my family
united in mutual love, respect and under-
standing, a family that is guided by the
Holy Spirit in our spiritual enrichment. As a
wife 1 will continue to give my support
and love to my hus@:an::!. so that our love
can be strengthened. As a member of the
BRCRP, my service to the Lord will _he
priority because it is in serving ot )
and God that I find the real meaning of
peace, joy and love.

How can 1 do all these? Through a lot
of prayers, sacrifices and fasting, by being
humble enough to surrender and place
my complete trust and dependence on
my Lord Jesus Christ.

Marite Congmon
Cebu Chapter

LOVE MY NEIGHBOR

My resolution for 1992 is to try my
very best within the limits of huy™
capacity to weat my neighbor as if he .
Jesus, |

Dale Ca:hrera
{Jagnrm:‘l de Oro Outreach

APPLY THE SCRIPTURES

As my resolution T would like 1o be
able to emulate in the minds of Filipino
families the value of studying scriptures,
learning them by heart, and applying
God's Word in their daily lives.

| Lito Saquilayan
Makati Chapter

| VOTEWISELY. |
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WHAT MAKES A GOOD BCBP LEADER?

Interviews with Fr. Herb Schneider and Fernando de Larrazabal

EAPATIRAN: One of the BCBP's ob-
jectives is to identify, train and develop
Christian leaders. How would you
describe a good Christian leader?

FR. HERB: The number one guality
is that a person must put his life' under
the Lordship of Christ. I believe a good
Christian leader needs to be a man under
authority like the centurian in the gospel.

When our Lord said He would come and
cure his servant, the centurian said, I am |
a man under obedience so I have some-
be<v over me and | have people under
n. _ad if T say to one, 'Come’, he cmr]es.
and 'Go', he goes.” A leader needs m:be
under authority and this authority, first
of all, is our Lord Jesus Christ.

The second quality T would look for is
a man who would work as part of a team.
Because in something like the Brother-
hood that is a missionary organization,
we don't do our own thing, but we work
- again with leaders over us; we wi?rk
together as a team with those around us.
So if somebody is simply a solo worker,
he wouldn’t really fit in into the Brother-
hood service. We're looking for some-
body who can genuinely work with
¢ Isin a team. And we need some-
body who can take direction.

Thirdly, I would look for someone
who knows the Brotherhood and has
really made the Brotherhood life his lor
her own. Leading is mostly done by ex-
ample. If a leader himsell doesn't li:ve
out his commitment card, how can he
help others to live it?

I do believe that the last and ma}-i:-t:
the most important quality is that the p;.:r-
son must be a servant. So what welre

looking for is non-dominating leadership,

Shawn in the pboto are some of the par
ticipants in the training seminar: L to R -
Frank Hidalgo, Rey Feria, Willie Racaza,
Grus Arguielles (eourse leader), Lowie Morales,
Rene Cortes, Teks Espiritu and Nonde Cﬂn‘es
(Dack-partly bidden)

We need someone who is genuinely con-
cerned for others and would do his best
to help others come (o the Lord, lcome to

| the rich life, to live out the richness of

the Brotherhood, to help them do well in
their service, and really be able to show
that in their whole auitude. Their con-
cern is the development, the growth, the
deepening of the other person.’ He does
it with a certain humility by putting the
other person frst mlﬁmut being weak or
wishy-washy, or a wimp or anything of
that kind of thing. |

F. DE LARRAZABAL: A Christian
leader needs a gnnh background and
knowledge of his faith, not just the rules
of the BCBP but alsola knowledge of his
true faith. He must be able to set a good
example in the area of Christian virtues
and morals. He m
and meer his commitment. There is how-
ever another requirement I believe is im-
portant: a good leader must be able to
teach, both by example and by word. He
must be able 1o cummunicatc well 1o
others.

KAPATIRAN: Do }rou feel the
Brotherhood has been able 1o develop
sufficient leaders who meet this criteria?

FR. HERB: | believe so considering
the different leadership levels in the
Brotherhood. T would say that most of
the action group leaders are men and

cont, on pg. 4

It |
be able to make | Country Club with Gus Arguelles and Joey

Alabang chapter bead Loute Morales
gives a talk on Communication Skills during
the Tratners' Training worksbop.

Alabang Chapler
TRAINORS’
TRAINING
SEMINAR HELD

A trainers' tmininﬁ seminar was held
last August 10, 1991 at the Alabang

Angeles as course leaders.

Communication skills accompanied by
exercises were taught during the one-day
workshop. The course was attended by
more than 25 parti ts composed of
Alabang'’s unit leaders,| imembers of the CLP
19 service team and :cnttai speakers. Tts
objective was to proyide further mraining
for the chapter's resepvoir of CLP/Culture
Talk speakers and t0 develop potential
speakers from among its members.

The Trainers' T g seminar has not
been fully integrated into the chapter's
teaching track but is Iield on a "per need”




Christian
businessmen's.

brotherhood

Corruption stems
from greed. The busi-
ness community can
be as obsdssed with
profit at any cost. But
slowly an
fanfare, businesamen
have tried-to alter the
situation. They loften
diseuss soeial respon-
sibility. What to dofor
others. Especiallyhow
to introduce Christ in
tnﬂﬁ:ﬂrkat p]p.::gé“

@ groupis er
known as the Brother-
hood for Christian
Businessmen and Pro-
fessionals. Very low
key. They often shun
pudgcityihEvaw Eﬂat—
ur , Cthey gather
here gt the fgn‘tiggﬂes-
taurant along LaSalle
Avenue to study the
Bible and to share
their experiences with
the Word. The local
Eruu is tied up with

CEP-Alabang of
Metro Manila.

The usual format of
the weekly meetings
— aopenin ayer
=6 Ptrsunl }-ﬂmythé
Psalms, sharing on
how the Lord has
touched 8 member's
life, then Seriptural

response. These are
followed by response

without,

from the members,
and more ns.
The group is dom-
posed of about 54
couplesand 45 singles,
all either in business
or suceessful profes-
gionalzs. BCBP has
some 300 associate
members. Those wish-

ing to become regular |

members undergo the
Christian Life pro-
gram seminar consist-
ing of 12 talks every
Saturday afternoon,
according to former
Bacolpd: City Mayor
Jose Y, Montalvo.

Montalve said the |

governing |body is
made up or
(Garcia, |
Kilayko, former Silay
Vice Mayor Luis Le-
desma, | Rodolfo

Salazar, Jose Erenita, |

John'ng' Bantug, Er-
nesto del Castillo,.and
Tony Garcia.

ut while publicity-
shy, these |business-

? THE SOUTHERN BEAT
4 By ROLLY ESPINA

Monet |

men and professionals |

have impressed others
with their Christian
outlook. And they
“always ask God to
-he!i: us live Christ
daily,” Was how Mon-
talvo put it.

Reprinted from the Philippine Star,
Saturday, Nov. 9, 1991, page 27.

, Be an 5

informed and

concerned |
citizen. Vote wisely.

Almoat infpercepti-
bly, however. | the
members of the RCEP
have touched otherain
the business milieu by
introducing Christ in
the Markeét Place.

LETE 233

Makati Chapter
BCMR EMPOWERS
COUPLES

The Makati chapter’s Brother-
hood Christian Marriage  Retreat,
BCMR, was held Iast September 27-29
for its recent CLP graduates. Thir
teen couples aftended the weckend
at the Maryhill Retreat House in An-
tipolo. [

The healing power of God was
felt by the panmicipanis as they ex-
perienced the :lall:s, the discussions
with their spouse, the Lord's Day
celebration angd | the healing of all
pains and hurts. The BCMR was addi-
tionally blessed| when, mwo  guest
priesis arrived to hear individual con-
fessions.

On Sunday| all were touched as
the priest during his homily ex-
plained the relévance of banqueis,
wedding feasts, ‘and fellowship in the
partaking of the Bucharist as a sym-
bol of God's etermal presence among
i :

| The oldest couple had been mar-
| ried 31 years while the youngest had
| been marvied for only two years.
I]cssc Manalo, Makati chapter's mis-
['sion’ head for business,| guipped, "It
| deesn't maner when you come (o
learn about God's wisdpm, you may
| reccive it ar a young agd or at an old
| age.| The time is never too late be-

|| ciuse God's timie is Fl:ﬂ'atct.'

| The BCMR 1991 closed gracefully
|as one Jady participant cheerfully

|sang a song  that she composed

| during the weekend: "Praise, Praise
the Lord!" Indeed, God must be
praised for the wonders He worked
during this BCMR weekend, - Manny

Villanueva

BCBP LEADER . . . from page 3

women who really love the Lord, can work on a team,
are very open to being directed in their service, and
really sacrifice a lot of time for the people in their
group. And I think the same thing goes for all the
other leaders in service.

I think that one of the things
stress is that an organization such fas the Brotherhood
must do constantly leadership formation. One of the
reasons is that there is a certain leadership turnover
which in a way is a good thing, Some people are

t I would want 1o

transferred by their | company and -they
can't serve any mc-ria, or family matters
come up and they can't serve. So I
believe that we need always to raise up
new leaders. Every leader needs to be
on the look-out for someone who can
take his place. _ ;

I think if the Brotherhood would -
crease more and look more toward be-
coming not  only a ‘missionary
organization but a leadership training or-
ganization which could constantly raise
up new leaders, it would allow it to ex-
pand more and faster. It would make it
stronger because if someone could not
serve, there would [be several replace-
ments immediately at hand.

F. DE LARRAZABAL: To a certain ex-
tent T would say "Yes" but we should im-
prove our leadership program more so
that we would be| able to hold our
leaders. As has haqpcm:r.i several times
already, we have a|leader and, as you
know, it takes time ¢ teach him and ¢
him to become a good Christian, BCRP
leader. Then as he begins his service, he
chooses to move into ‘another organiza-
tion or group. This may create some sori
of a leader vacuum.

We should look for and train as
leaders those men| and women who
recognize the challenge of the
workplace, who commitied 1o serve
the marketplace, ang who are convinced
that the Brotherhood's mission is their

mission, t00. 'We must change the con-
cept that the Brotherhood is just a step-
ping stone to something else. Then we

will be able to have more effective and
dedicated leaders in/the Brotherhood.

|
When a man walks in {ntegrity and fusrice,
bBappy are bis children after bim! Prov. 20:7
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LAS PINAS
MONITOR

Early Christmas Party

The -[as Pinas chapter held an  early
Christmas Party. on November 23,1991, at
the Nayong Piliping, simultaneously with s
Family Day.
dinared the affair while Perry Domingo's anic |
handled the games.

BCMR Slated

The first BCMR for the Las Pinas chapter |
is alated for December 13 1o 15, Coondinated |
by Frank and Marissa Nuguid, the retreat 'will
be held at the Bethania Hoose in Tagaytay.

Commitment Series

< For. the month of  November, the
\. pter’s Commitment Series tackled the sig- |
nificance of the Brotherhood Breakfast as
the unique cvangelization tool of the BCBP |
as well as its key entry- point activity. The ac-|
tion group mectings' theme focused on the |
spiritual underpinning of the breakfast.

Planning Conference !
The Las Pinas chapter’s planning con- |

DAP-Tagaytay from & to 10 November. I
Headed by Manny Banigan himself, the 2day, | |
F-night live-in affair guided the chapier's unit |

hmla and mission team membets in ]a;,-lng |
out their activitics for the coming year.

Joint Breakfast

 Palawan outreach’s coordinator Fuji
Rodriguez and wife Chit delivered a very in-
spiring sharing on the Law Pinas chapter's |
joint breakfast held at the Aristocrat Res-
taurant in Las Pinas on November 2. Pre-
vious sharers included Rey Panopio (Oct. 26,
Vic Mirasol ¢(Oct. 19), Rene Leandro Oct. 12)
and Fr. Rolly Tirona (joint breakfast on Oct.
5 -

Speakers Workshop

The chapter’s Speakers Bureau headed by |
Jerry Vidal has launched an "Effective Presen-
tation Skills" workshop  for November 30
|and December 7 for Bureau ml:ml::t:ni and
ln{hm who may wish to enhance their nh!.uq.r |

to communicate. The workshop will have |
|Tess Estaple and Marissa Nuguid as main
 speakers and moderators. It will be con- |
|ducted at the San Miguel Packaging Division I

'lraln.ing Room in Malari.

Lito Francisco's unit coor- | [

[| p-m. ‘at Ta-Ysn restaurant.

‘ference for the year 1992 was held at lth -

{| Club.
| didates in mind arc encouraged fto start

le'-ch::.-;sr~ and men’s and ladies’ breakfasts.

The EDI}HCEF mmft: nﬂﬂisnyprm ‘SOngs ﬁ:lf fuﬂbmmf WIP 3 sessl’ans, S:mda_}'

Cagayan de Oro Outreach !

HAPPENINGS il
Christian ‘Life Program No. 3 is | Jesus and Mary Orphanage in Upper Car-
scheduled for Now. 5, 7, 12, 13, 19, 21, | men, Cagayan. BCBP members and their

26, 28 and Dec. 7 and 8 from 6:00 - 8:30
As of 29 Oc-
tober, ‘49 participant-couples had sub—

| mitted their appliéations.

Tast October 12 a training session and
practicum for speakers of CLP 3 was held
at the Mindanao Polytechnic State Col-
lege.  Facilitators for this seminar-
workshop were Bros. Sadi Saguisdg, Rene

| Mmenr.{ms Larry Veloso and Nap ! Polotan

of BCBP| Gzhu The training session for
d.lscxlas;on group leaders continued
in the aftﬂmmn of October 13 at! the
Paras beach house.
A BCﬁP monthly fellowship was held
Oct. 13 at the Paras beach house. In at-
tendmce: were some 30 children from the

families enjoyed the interaction and fel-
lowship with the children.

Another CLP staff raining session was
held on Oct. 26 at the Mindanao Polytech
State College. Bros. Ernie and Ed Canlas
were the facilitators.

A combination’ governance-singing
practice-despidida party was held on Oct.
10 at the residence of Jess and Nena
Paras who were leaving for Europe on a
Phil. Chamber of Gummem‘: related mis-
sion.

BCBP members aitcndr.:-d the Couples
for Christ worship asmrﬂ:ty during its 4th
anniversary celebration on Oct. 27 at the
MPSC gym. 1

E

Palawan FIRE RALLY, BCMR HELD |

The BCBP Las Pinas mission tcam held a
"Fire Rally" for'its Palawan Outrcach at Puer-
to Princesa on October 26. Comprising the
FIRE spepkers were Manny Banigan, Rem

| CLP 19

Las Pinu CLP 19 Is scheduted m:sur: on
January 18, 1992, at the Alabang Country
Chapter members who can-

working for their inclusion in the

prowan

by inviting them to the breakfasts
fully following, ll:)rnugh their mmdfnca till
the start

fCLP 19

Gopez and Mon Malinao. With them were
Manny and Tess Dacayan wim shared in the |
Palawan Outreach's breakfast that mormning. |
The rally's messape enthusiastically |
received not only by the outreach members
but also by a number of non-BCBP par-
ticipants who were invited to the event.

The weekend of N ber 22 to 24 saw
the Palawan outreach conducting its second
MNuguid, the retreat fépmmd Palawan's
favorite speakers Lito and Edith Urgino.

b
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Saturdays
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3rd Saturdays

4th Saturdays

2nd Thursdays
3rd Thursdays

3rd Saturdays

e

MEN'S BREAKFASTS

MEN'S LUNCHEON

6:15 FELLOWSHIP

JOINT BREAKFASTS

LADIES’ BREAKFASTS

LADIES’ LUNCHEONS i

'DAGUPAN : Pinkee's Restaurant, Dagupan
|

MAKATI : Aling Asiang's, Greenbelt
GREENHILLS : Club Fi]iipuind:sn1 Greenhills
QUEZON CITY : Malﬂnmg Canl::cn.
Malacanang
ALABANG : Ayala-Alabang i.'E'L‘.-u‘nltr_irr Club
BACOLOD : Rolly's Restaurznt
CAGAYAN DE ORO : Paolo's Steak House
CEBII : Fernando’s Sq'nl:rurst' Restaurant,
Centro Maximo Bldg, . Jakosalem, Cebu
LAS PINAS : Aristocrat, Las Pinas
QUEZON CITY : Alfredo's Steak House,
T. Maorato Ave,

|
DAGURPAN : Pinkee's flc:uu;runt,
Dagupan City i

Arc Dates n® Nuts, Jupiter 56, Bel Air
Open to both men and women,

MAKATI : Aling Asiang's, Greenbelt, Makau
LAS PINAS : Aristocrat, Las Pinas

BACOLOD : Cafe Negrense, Bacolod City
ALABANG : Ayala-Alabang Country Club
QUEEZON CITY : Allredo’s Steak ].!Iouse
T. Morato Ave.
CEBU : Sunburst Restaurant, 1. J;ikﬂsﬂ]tm
- Cebu .
CAGAYAN DE ORO : Silver Court Restaurant

MAKATI: Arc Dates n/ Nuts, Jupiter St.,
Bel Air |

GREENHILLS : Beijing Garden, Shaw Blvd.
(Center for Peace) i

A

QUEZON CITY NEWS BRIEFS

BCMR

Thineen couples underwent the Brothe Christian Marriage
Retreat least September 27 1o 29 at the Sacro Costato House of Prayer
located along Scout Lozano and Mother Ignacia streets in Quezon City.
They were:  Cel/Meng Cahilig, Del/Ofle. Castro, Danny/Pola de Guz-
man, Lito/Edsel Parco, Gene/Ghie Morales, Felix/Lynn Obusan,
Fred/Ditas Medina, Gong/Myra Salvosa, Boy/Cons Bautista, Luis/Susan

- Ferrer, Levi f[}inn Parinas, Bob/Arlene Casauay and Emil/Baby Morales.

['hc: service team was headed by Vie and Claire deandez

kamlly Christmas BreakFfast

| The Quezon City Chapter will hold its annual Joint Christmas
Breakfast on Saturday, December 14 from 7:00 am. (o 12:00 noon with
the members' children as special guesis. The Eh' will be held at the
Holy Family School in Quezon. City, venue of the Chapter's regular
FPamily Sunday and Chapter Prayer Assembly,

To be emeceed by the regular breakfast emcecs of the chapter's
men’s and ladies’ breakfasts, the Family Christmas Breakfast will start
off with the celcbration of the Holy Bucharist; followed by a fiesta-
breakfast which will be laid on a long table with food courtesy of
different units of the chapter. Chapter Head Benjie Quinto will del.
the Christmas message with the chapter's music niinistry performing a
short entertainment number afterwards.  An hour's games for the
children and exchange gifts among the atu:ndee-s will highlight the af-
fair with 2 special chapter presentation pmﬂcipatcd in talents from the
various units. ‘The party will close a fow minutes before noon with the
usual closing prayers.  Mascots, courntesy of Grennwich Pizza amd
General Milling Corporation, will be there to lilmn up the children’s
games and exchange of gifts.

Chapter Planning Weekend i

The Quezon City chapter held its 1992 Planning Weekend last
November 23, 1991. The day long workshop was attended by the
chapter's governance group composed of the chapter head, the mis-
gion director, and the the unit leaders. Also n:tcr’.ldi.ng were the heads
of the various scrvice ministries and all the actu;rn group leaders cur-
mntl}rsxzmng in the chapter.

mnng the opics taken up were the .::haptcrs mission for 1992 in-
¢luding the number of Christian Life Programs to be conducted,
mation of ‘new outrcaches and entry Pﬂil';l.lﬂ for the chapter,
fastiracking more members for leadership service, develaping now
tralning modules on effective evangelization, modification- finetuning
of culturg talk topics, enhancement of membery’ commitment (o scr-
vice, sirengthening family life soructures, and support for Dagupan
¢hapter’s loutreach program. Details of the resulis of the planning
weekend (will be announced to the chapter Fnembemhip in carly
January 1992, |

Chapter Reorganization

| . The membership of the Quezon City chaptel was realigned to ac-
commuodate the new graduates of CLP numbers 17 and 18 and o allow
for a more cffcctive service team for CLP No. 19 The reorganization
immediatgly took cffcct last October 27, 1991, after it was annouanced
during thé chapter’s prayer assembly. Taken intd consideration during
the real ent was the member's residence| to allow for action
groups whose members will be more easily and Jnnn: convenlently ac-
cessible td each other, |

. i
New Appbintments l
Vic de Veyra is the new breakfast head for the Quezon City cliapter

as Jun Valencia has been assigned a special service.  Louje Rodrigo has
been designated the chapter's assistant weasurer,

6 KAPATIRAN e Dec'91-Jan 92
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Alabang Chapter
CHILDREN’S BLUE TEAM
WINS SPORTSFEST

On October 26, 1991, about 40 mem-
bers of the Alabang Children's Formation
together with their parents met at (the
Alabang Recreational Park for a mini-
sporisfest,

The group was divided into two teams:
the Red Team, coached by Carla Gamboa,
Randy and Rickic Feria and Renoir Amba,
and the Blue Team led by April Javier,
Megpy Cuisia and Toto Javier. All coaches
are active members of the Alabang Youth
Formation. The half-day affair was filled
wih fun, laughter and excitement as the
t. dren raced through five events: cater-
pillar relay, obstacle course, 3-legged rce,

straw and bottle relay and the spider race. |

A cheering competition capped the day's
festivities. There were separate games: for
children apes 3.6 'which were handled by
Didith and Ric Lazatin.

The Blue Team emerged as the over-ail
champion winning all events except the 3-

legged race which was won by the Red |

Team. An unusual award that was given
away for that day was for the "Most Be-
haved Boy" and "Most Behaved Girl"
These awards were won by Jonathan Joson
and Trisha Constantino. There were prizes
[ everyone, win or lose, These were
donated by GOODYEAR through the cour-
tesy of Charlie Carballo,

The Blue Team was composed of: Patty
Gamboa, Rea Vergara, Monserrat Preysler,

Tesmelyn Tomas, Joanna Borra, Genevieve |

Francisco, John Paul Francisco, Alan
Avelino, Carlo Lazatin, Christopher Deveza,
Normal Barrientos, Andy Baena, Carlitos
Carballo, Norina Florendo, Catherine Diaz,
Christine Tan, Christian Tan, Therese
Borra, Alvir Francisco.

CHAFPTER SERYICE ASSIGNMENTS

December Makati
January Alabang
February Greenhills
March Las Pinas
April Craezon Clty

B

The Red and Bliie Team coathes swap strategies for the next event.

e Red Team "Runners-up” show their fighting spirit as they mi;w with coach Renoir
] i

—me mas e e s

The vicrory of birtue is the decline of vice. - Indian Paqum'b'
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OPINION

Eyes of Faith

OUR FATHER’S BUSINESS ],’art I

Kytt Mier, Las' Piras Chapter

Looking At Centessimus Annus

[
Christians haye had, and continue| 1o
have, sure guidance in the "Teaching

Magisterium" - of the Church which has
safeguarded and taught the Truth through
the centuries. In 2 recent teaching, the

Church, through its Chicf Steward, Jo
Paul 11, issued the papal letter "Centessimus
Annus® commemorating the 100th ::.lmlj.fcr-
sary of Pope Leo X's milestone Enqrclllc:;]
“Rerum Novarum.” The recent papal lener
reaffirms the validity of the Church's stand
against communism as well as against the cx-
cesses of liberal capitalism, {1
Indeed, ‘the Church teaches that both
communist and liberal capiialist oricntations
lead 1o the dch:mj?_mmt of human dignity.
The demise nrcmn'Fnunism in the USSR, Gast-
em Burope and some parts of Asia laid l{are

|
the massive material and moral decay that ac- h i 1
| g | legitimate in a number of instances as when

companicd the march of the "proletarian
vanguards,” confirming the deleterious effect
of totalitarian collectivisn: on human dignity
and iut unl‘nnulmm conscquences on hurhan
progress. We arc also witnesses daily to, tllc
repercussions of the unbridled grasping nm:l
the idolized individualism that umderpin | l]'lf:
thrust for more and more profit. |

Use Capital Wisely

Rezal mnm.u:nﬁmlsly and with hon
fort to understpnd God's guidance thpre,
from, "l‘.,,n;-mmlmm Annus” ean Eive Chris}l.m
businessmen  and. professionals  of today
pointers on what really constitute justice ;’md
integrity, belping them to avoid the pltt‘al.‘ls of

ef- |

liberal capitalism. The fn]!uwi.ng‘pﬂss:tgm for |

words advice | for
entreprencurs, particularly those who kcﬁ
sess  and mntmi one form of capital or
anather; |

ﬂmm.bfpnfﬁbemmnf Oeltic-

instince, are of

is fust and légtﬁmme-‘{f‘ﬂ serves &
 waork, It becomes illegitimate, Emu.ﬂwr
when {t is not witlized or when it serves
to fmpede the work of otbers, in an eﬂ'ﬂﬂ
to gain a profit which is not the result of

the overall expansion of work and the
wealth of sociery, but ratber is tbe result
of curbing them or of illicit exploitation,
sp;amrﬁarﬁar: ar the ﬂu'eniﬁ:g af solidarity
I among working pgnpie Oumaﬂbfp of
| this kind bas no justification, and repre-
| sents an abuse in sight ﬂ_f?t'r‘ﬂdm
I man.” (C.A. No. 43)
| This passage tells ug that those qf us who
gwn "means of pm-dchDn — talents/skills in

uch as land, as well ﬁnanda{ resources

will be justified in ownérship only f fcl.r as lm-rg i

as tt:.ea& "meqrs of pro uc:ian“ :1.rq tﬁnp:m
in work l]mt results i y mll expan-
51-:1-11"1 t::[ plm:du::lwc ac Mq.r (Lel, lcm:lmg 1o
more emplayment and enhan a'lecinml
n-gf).and the m':ra:F m.'pan&'on cof the
”\m:ni:h ol'ls:uc{r:l}r

Such ownership becomes upjust and il-

the means of production are npt utilized at

all and msl;cad “buried"® :;mnewhere (salted

abread?) in the manner of the runll:mr:rpurils'--
ing steward in Jesus' parable (Matt. 25:14f).
This ibecomes clearer when we redlize that
refusal to employ the "means nl'!'prqductiun"
to productive endeavors is in :_:IZI‘F::-t refusal to

feed the hungry, cluthi: the naked and ac-
commodate: the iobl stranger — all of
whom' are our bret in Jesis C!hrist
(Matt. 25:31-46). -

Undermining Instead Of
Expanding

The injustice beco

es greater when the
means of production employed "to Im-
pede the work of nth:ﬁ an effort to gain a
profic which' is not lh-:i result of the overall
cxpansion: ‘of work and  the wealth - of
society.”  Drug trafficking, for instance,
resalis in destructon of the drug victims'
productive capacity rendering them uscless,
parasitical and even a hazard o society.
Smuggling of any form undennines the over-
all equilibrium of the ﬂntiun‘s industrial -
tor as well 4s saps the government’s ability wo
deliver its basic services. The destruction of
the natién’s naral  resources | (c.g
dynamite/cyanide fishing, indiscriminate and
illegal  logging, - elc.) create’ long-tcrm
problems thar are sure to impact on the
livelihood of the next generations of
Filipinos.

Sometimes, unfununatfir TESQUICEs are
expended in a way that pits people against
others such as when mercenaries are or-
ganized into private 'security forces’ meant to
proicct private Interests. ' Social problems are
thus exacerbated when interaction of such
armed groups with other groups lead to sad
incidents of injuries o properties or hcﬂxh

‘or even to deaths of people.

'I
3

Going About ];Dur Father’s

Business
; i
Through this puﬁs:l: e from "Centessimus
Annus,®  we. are all | called  upon as
businessmen and professionals to order our
carger and business plans around God our
Father's business:  the establishment of His
Kingdom here on . By using the very
same endowments He has graciously ghven us
and applying these of production Lo
soclally productive © erprises, we are able
to emulate the wise and faithful servant in
Jesus' parable wh endowment of five
talents was applled uously to wark, ena-
bling him to “bear fruft 2 hundredfold* For
businessmen and professionals, this is one of
the best ways to give henor and glory to God.
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SHARING

LYDIA MABINI-FIGUEROA
General Manager

{
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LET OUR FAITH BEAR FRUIT

Adolf Ortiz, Makati Chapter

LUIS O. FIGUEROA, JR.
Finance Manager

Plant: 5631 Ampere Straet, Makatl, Matro Manila Tel, 831-6727

Allaro Stredt, Salcado Village, Makatl, MM, Tel. 86-85-13
Manila Office: 307 Trinlty Bullding T.M. Kalaw, Manila

The message of Fr. Herb to "Walk Our

Talk” during the BCEP's 11th anniversary

struck home to me, [ can almost hear
our heavenly Father saying words like
this to each one of us.

To me, walking our talk means firstly
commitment, & drawing of our minds and
hearts to God. Only then can we plunge
into action. And this action does not
mean  exclusively m:l:(:m:.l | MOvements
and religious practices. Rather I believe
it means bringing Christ into our ex-
periences, responses, encoufiters, invol-
vements -- into r.mﬂ whole life. Only

when we do this l:im we cxpect mltal:les !

0 happen 10 us,

In 1989 just a.ﬁer mmplﬂtmg CLP 15
and making my commitment ;m the Lord,
I was on a spiritual "high".| But T was
abruptly brought back to the level of the
world when [ was offered P5 million to
lose a case. It was very t.eméuling. I was
already feeling the pressure, of the law
practice and this wids an easy way out
With this amount I dould evén bring my
family around the n"'drld and we would
still be able to live cumfohahi}f after-
wards, ButTwas boﬂqcrcd and could not
sleep.  Although [ ‘could easily justify
losing the case, [ had misgivings about
how this would affect my newly renewed
relationship with the Lord. ;

So I decided to consult my family.
Over supper 1T told my wife and three
children of this chance of a lifetime. My
cldest son, joined: by the rest, com-
mented: "Dad, Ged has been so good to

‘us all these 28 years, why spoil it now? 1

can't eat from out of that money nor can
1 face my friends knpwing that my father
succumbed to a bribe.”

The remark hit me like a thunderbolt.
It jolted me back toireality. ' The spirit of
the CLP rushed back to me and withou
régret; 1 rejected the offer. Satan must
have been so sad. ‘

This experience! taught me to seec
things beyond. 1 learned that the true
measure of a person’s wealth is his value
after he has lost all' his money. If he is
left with nothing but God, he will find
that God alone is sufficient. Like Job
who suffered but remained faithful to
Him, God restored him what he had lost
and even more. Like Tobit who en-
countered reverses’ but kept his faith,
God restituted him abundantly.

‘We need o always strive 1o walk our
talk, to put our faith into actions that will
bear fruit for the Lord. And by so doing,
we will grow, -:hange and prosper both
mmermﬂy and spmu?nlly

Phil, 4:19

[Hﬂn’m

| ON
 JUSTICE

N

- Wisdom
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BUSINESS

Business Case No. 3
THE OFFICE RUMOR FACTORY

Josie, personnel manager, has known for some time of the penchant of the
company's employees to gossip and 'chismis" but she had considered it a harmless
outlet for petty frustrations. But now she is|the subject of their conversation. She
believes that they are subtly criticizing her for her refusal to join their 'chismis’ ses-
sions. Josie is hurt and discouraged by the things being said about her, and she is
afraid her work efficicncy will be affected if the situation continues.

|
How would you advise Josie if she|came 1o you for help?

Some Scripture Passages: James 4:1-3; 1 Thess. 5:12-15; James 1:2-4; 1 Tim. 5:1-
2; Rom. 12:14-21; Phil. 2:3-4; Prov. 15i1-4.

Note: This business case is the thivd in-a coniinuing serfes that deals with moral and
ethical dilemmas a BCBP member might meel in bis work. We invite your thought, your
discussion in your action groups, during tbe men's breakfasts, amng}m:rECBP Sriends.
The scripiure pasmgci are glven as food thought and discussion starters; thase are not
the answers’ but may serve as guidelines to point the way to a sound resporise to ihe
dilemuna. If you . would like to sbare your thoughes with our brotbers and sisters through
the KAPATIRAN, we welcome your comments. If not, we sincerely hope andipray that
reflection and discussion on these issues will belp clarify for you the role of the Christian

L

in the marketplace roday.

- Ediror

A

Population 15 yr=s old

& owver (Th) WIET  I5ESE 36 S
Male 14386 17772 18352 :
Female 4581 18084 18665 Tncome T198R
Ave, family income{™) a, ?3-5 31.'352 40,408
Lahar foree Lirban | 3867 45127 60330
population 173 22937 23058 Rural | 2818 (21875 28284
Male 11181 14383 14528 ‘.:“.e]-égg :I‘amil}l
Female 6126 2554 E.532 expenditures (% 4479 26865 32521
_ Uirban 6810 (3913 47299
Lirban =L 8451 E.G617 g Ruml 3474 115307 23'5:_,_9,
Rural 120056 14485 14441 Main/sources of
fantily income (%) 1000 | 1000 1000
Emploved in Wages & calaries (443 | 403 M8
agncaliure freprencurial I
industries (5] 514 463 452 chivitizs 69 | 49 388
Emploved in non- Oihers 138, | B8 164
agnculture Distribution of family !
industrics (%) 486 537 e t's‘ppndl.lms (58 100.0 | 1006 1000
| s&1 b B9 M7
Labor force [ Hmﬂing 4 L4 117
parnicipation rale | Fuel, light & water : I . 1 52
Male .7 B0.9 (Tha6 Trans. & comm. 20 44 4.7
Female 420 473 457 Clothing. footwear |
{ & other wear 62 [ 36 4.2
Employment rate 95.0 958 | D1 Education 37 35 28
Unemplonmsnt: rate 50 4.2 34 Medical cane 1.8 21 1.7
Underemplovment rale 209 M. f.a. ﬁ}:li.crs 18.7 176 189

BUSINESSMAN’S
PRAYER

Lard fesus Christ, |
Accept my act of opening for business
As my way of exercising Fvangelism.
Grant that I may treat each one well,
And go about my business for

the profit !
of each body and soul I deal with.

Help me also contain my temper
Jor it was You who said: "Tudge ye
nol; so ye not be judged."

I therefore entrust|all ibe judging
to You.

Above all this, let iy conduct toda~~.
be a kind of language that illustra.
fluently Your being just,
Your generosity and Your concern
for all mankind ...
.. to be bettered only by
my conduct tomorrow. Amen.

Republic of the Phll:ppim:
NATIONAL STATISTICS OFFICE

Conuibuted by Jun Sosiano, Makan Chaprer
i
WPrices S . | 198007 1989 1990°
Consumer price ind 1389 455 4864
Food, bevernges &
1obacen 1329 4205 ' 4622
Clothing 144.2 4704 5 ]
Housing & repaics 1374 4.6 Slay
Fuel, light & water 1718 5762 6891
Services - 1521 402 @ 5099
Miscellaneous 1308 408 | 4454
Purchasing power
of the peso c 0.72 (.23 0.21
Retail price index
in Meteo Manila (MM) | 145.7 4706 | 511.7
Frod 135.7 4720 | 5985
Beverages & wbacco | 136.6 S0 5494
General wh I
price index™ in MM 140.8 5515 (5952
Foacd 1332 6127 | 7554
Heverages & whacco | 1344 4853 5114
;I.Qﬂﬂ_:? 1939
Stock price i|1.d'=:'l2 |
for Makati & MM | 809 1429 1930
Mining 8.2 40 1183
Manufaciuring 8.1 2239 2569
Construction | 35 109 11.0
Wholezale & retail | 524 &7 | T3
Trans. & comm. 69.2 2560 4546

! Refers 10 number of families.

& As of July.
1978 = 100,
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NEWS

“Good managément
.consists in showing
average peaple how to do
the work of superior
people.*

John . Rackelsler, It

HOW TO BRING CHRIST
TO YOUR MARKETPLACE

1. Seek out men or women in ]r:rrur
professions or office who have a desire
to know Christ better and who want to
b=~ome better equipped, more effective
\  stians.  Identify those in authority
who could become effective instruments
in changing their respective
marketplaces.

2. Put these people on a list and

begin praying for each of them, asking
God 1o wouch their hearts and give r.h::m

a desire for Him,

3. Become their friend. Let them see
Christ in you.

4. Initave Christian activities in your
workplace:  weekly mass, small group
bible sharing during lunch breaks, an in-
tercessory prayer group during coffec
breaks, and office rosary are just a few
Foogestons.

5. Invite them as your guest to a
BCBP breakfast or luncheon. Don't get
discouraged if at first they refuse. Inten-
sify your prayers for them; if it is God's
timing, He'll see that they anend with
Fﬂu.

6. Introduce them to BCBP brothers
and sisters in similar professions or busi-
NES5Cs,

7. Share with them your experiences
in the BCBP explaining why it is neces-
sary to have a support group to help '_imru
in following Christ.

8. Invite them to the CLP. Help them
make it possible for them to attend.

9. Continue praying for them and
being their friend.

10. Together with them, begin again
Step No. 1.

1 PROVIDE THE TITHE, GOD PROVIDES
THE PROFIT

Joey Aranaz, Makati Chapter

Are profits necessary? A basic tenet in
the economic justification of a|business
enterprise is the profit motive.  No busi-
ness will survive unless capital is com-

pensated with a _ le return on
investment. This principle is an undeni-
able | truth that any

entrepreneur/businessman hias qct accept,

at least, according tojman's ways.
However, 1 wish Lnshareﬂmpnua

business philosophyl which I know was

formed and molded through l.hé leadings

of the Holy Spirit. | It is al plﬂlus-:}ph}r
which has bécome the centerpoint of my
export business, LT

The profit motive jor the bottom line is
the area where I would say 99.99% of all

time assuring that decent wages are paid
to my workers. 'This usually leaves me
with very little for profit. 1 know I may
sound idealistic and some of you may say
that I am a lousy businessman breaking
the rules of good business sense, but 1
wish to proclaim that the Lord has
provided me with a decent share of the
fruits of my labor. He taught me to fol-
low His way and 1 strive to follow Him. 1
provide decent wages and He provides
the profit.  This has happened so many
times it is no longer coincidence. He
also taught me to si:mrt: the first fruits of
my labor, I provide the tithe and He

- provides the profit. |

The Lord cnnl:m:ues to amaze me in

businessmen focus dand . His ever
direct all efforts and Are profits wondrous ways.
resources o, | propose He (is  always
that, for once, focus I"EHHY there ready 1o
'j"CIIiI.'. attention 1o serv- necessar}r? provide the
ing the. wnrkcrﬂabﬂn‘cr needs of the
Think in terms of hp.w business either

to  generate  businpss
not for your retum jon investment, but
for emudng that you would be'in a posi-
tion 10 pmﬂde a just, decent and above
average wage to your work force, Focus
your pricing and costing objéctives with
one basic factor: "W']ll it provide the
decent wages that "_r{mr workers need not
only 1o survive and support q’ﬁmul-p. but
mastuunpurtantt}r o be able m have some
reasonable degree of surplus

Do not indulge yourself in worrying
about labor costs and how| they con-

tribute to your total cost re. Do
not think about how to Ik costs by
lowering wages or laying workers.

Concern yourself with improving the
quality of life of your employees.

I price my products cheaply enough
to make sure that I would be competitive
in thl: exp-nn market while at the same

| by ensuring that
the cash flow reallyiﬂnws or by sending
foreign buyers when the order book is
beginning to thin cut He is the perfect
C.E.O. that any business can have.
S chal.lepge you all to at least ook into
this approach. 1 do not claim to be a
perfect businessman.  God knows my
weaknesses and my |fallures. But [ also
know that if you b d].ruur husinas on
faith He will nor fail
Remember that
not return on in
people, most ¢35

ud's bottom line is
ent, but service o
y the least of your
neighbors. Moncy and financial security
are only by-products of this service. Try
God and you will be pleasantly surprised.
I did, I was and I am continually being
surprised by God!| Praise God the
Provider!!

He who does not look ahead remains behind. Spanish Proverb
!
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BACK TO BASICS

FOLLOWING CHRIST’S EXAMPLE

The Sacrament of HD]}? Orders in Tuda}r s World

This article on the seventh sacrament,

Holy Orders, continues our serfes on (the |
Last {ssue we reflected | on |

Sacraments.
“Answering the Call of God:! Whar Is GGdI
Plan For Me”. One option in answering the
call of God is the priestly vocation. There fs
a pressing need in the Church today for more
priests and religious in order 1o bBring the
Catholic sacramental life and Christfanity 1o
those in need. May these thoughts on Holy
Orders inspire in us ibe desire o encourage
our childrven and the younb of today o con-
sider Holy Orders as an exciting challenge to

become Christ to others in the world woday. - |

Editor

Have you ever siopped to reflect. on
the fact that in His great love for
mankind, for us, God has given to us the
sacraments to enable us to expeﬂchce:
His Presence in our lives...and that it is
through the Sacrament of Holy Orders
that we are enabled to receive Him in
and through the sacraments of the bap
tism, confirmation, reconciliation, md

| church, for the con
| for reconciliation of all peoples.

ancinting of the sick. [But most important-
ly it is the priest who makes Jesus present

to us in the Euchpurist
proclamation of the Word.
|| i

and  in the

The priesthood affects our lives in
every way. He is there for our entrance

ithrough baptism into the family of God;

he is there to witness our marriage vows;
he is there when we are sick, or in
trouble, orin sin. He is there as a father,
toadvise, o direct, 10 encourage, o pray
for us and with us, tb lift us up when we
fall down. The pne t even affects those
people who do notigo to church as he
prays daily for all [the people of the
sion of sinners Ed

Jesus selected and set apart e

| apostles conferring on them the singular

responsibility to carry on His mission
and ministry with ]',.-"ctcr as their head
(Mart. 16:18-19; jn-h_"l 21:15-19). He per-
sonally taught them, molded them and
showed them by His example how to be

contonp. 13

7

WE NEED MORE

PRIESTS!

The Philippines is a Catholic country and yet we have so
few priests. We need to encourage priestly and religious
vocations among our children and the }'uuthiof today so
that, at the very least, the increase in the numhﬁﬂ' of priests
will keep up with the population growth. '

The Philippines, being the only Christian country in Asia,
should be the center of evangelization for Asia.| For this we
need more and more and more |:rr|t:5l,'¢

And we, the laity, need o give uul: prif:sts pur full sup-
port not only in terms of financial ‘mbpﬂrt but a]&c: in terms
of our prayers, our time spent in| willing service in the
parishes, and in our encouragement of our children to a
religious calling, !

Did you know that...

- Manila, with a puprul:lhﬂn of 7.8 I'll11|1l:'.‘lll1 peaple of
which 93.7% are Catholics, has 150 }mmht'ﬂ This is about
52,000 people per parish. , |

- In Manila there are 1024 priests. This is dne priest for
every 7,650 people in the city or one priest foj every 7,178
Catholics.

- 96% of Cebu’s 2.3 million population a;r: Calhuhcs

-

 sters to 7,467 people. e

- :papuléﬁiun of 1.8 million people, or one priest for every

'minist{ﬂ.ring to 450,000 people at the proportion of one
priest r.n 37,500 people! Only 33% are Cafholics.

| | Philip

308 prlgcsts serve in 106 parishes. Therefore one priest mini-
- Bacolod has 183 priests in 46 parishes serving a (Ot

9,836 people. Only 82% are Catholics. |

- “{he ecclesiastical territory of _Inr"n {Illoilo) with a
population of 1.4 million, 86.9% of which are Catholics, has
72 parishes and 225 priests. This is one priest for every
6,222 people.

- Cagayan de Oro has 42 parishes and|72 priests, With a
population of 754,000 this means that fthere is only one
priest [for every 10,472 people. 87.8% jof the people are
Catholics.

- And then we have Jolo with 12 priests in 9 parishes

(Statistics taken from the 1986 Catholic Directory of the

ines. Places referred to are the |Ecclesiastical Ter-

ritories, not merely the city named.)
i ;
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BACK TO BASICS

His priests. The apostles ensured the

continuation of the leadership of the

early church by setting apart others to

exercise the same authority that Jesus
had given them (Acts 6:5-6; Acts 1%:2-3;/

2 Tim, 1:6-7; 2:1-2). And so the sacra-
ment of "holy orders” or ordination was
begun. '

By the middle of the second century
A.D. a three-tiered structure became the
accepted pattern for church lcadcrshlp -
bishops, presbyters and . deacons, |‘I1115
structure has remained 'hasica]h.r: the
same in the Catholic Church today. |

What Is Ordination?

Ordination to the church’s mjrfimry
4=yalves the convergence of seven areas
. importance in a man’s life: ,'-'-:u:aéllun.
approval of the people of Gn-d,lpcrﬂinnal
commitment, incorporation into | the
body, designaﬁnn. consecration, | and
sanctification. ' Only in understanding |
these seven areas can we seck 1o grasp
the true meaning of the sacrament of
Haly Orders. |
A work of the Holy Spirit must be evi-
dent in the man’s life endowing him with
the graces necessary to embrace a priest-
ly vocation. This grace of vocation n':iakes
it clear that his call has come from Christ
and not merely from his desire 10 serve
God's people. Approval of the people,
‘pecially his bishop and religious supe-
‘riors, must be clearly expressed. He
must be firmly and sincerely committed
to serve God and his fellowmen through
the specific ministry or religious drder
that he has selected. .
Ministry is not a personal gift but one
that must be incorporated and exercised
in the church according to the specifics
of the ordination (i.e. episcopal, priJI:ﬁtI}r.
deaconate ordination). All the ordained
are then designated according to :lhf:i.'r
religious order for a leadership role in
the church and in the prophetic|and
priestly mission of Christ, be it ¢van-
gelization, preaching, instructing, encou-
raging, or otherwise communicating the
mystery of Christ to our world. Finally,
ordination is 'an act of sanctification by
which a person receives further | em-

powerment of the Holy Spirit to be able
‘1o live a life of dedicated service in the
church.

To be ordained into the priesthood is

l-:tng:_ to live out dne's failh bring the
‘hope of life and salvation 16 the people,
and radiate Christ's Jove for fellowmen.

1Is Celibacy Necessary?

Why must our pricsis be celibate?
Why do most reljglrl:rus or&ers demand
r:-:libm:y? Some ‘modern-thinking'
people say that celibacy should be op-
tional or perhaps done away with and
they point to the increasing number of
priests leaving the priesthood to get mar-
ried. And yet Jesus Himsell showed by
example and ithrough his t¢achings that
He greaily valued celibacy i(Matt. 19:11-
12), Paul in his letter to the church in
Corinth (1 Cor. 7:6:7, 32-35) makes it
clear that celibacy is a gift, not given to
everyone, that cnabl:.s a_person to be
frea- to devote hlmselfﬁzllyt the Lord.

The Church has time and again con-
firmed the value of celibacy for religious
orders and the priesth for the
primary reason of imitatibn of Jesus
Christ. Tt is also a form of
wo:ld of one's wholehe
mem to Him. Men ca]lct* 't celibacy
consecrate themselves t{:l a | spiritwal
fatherhood and life of service.

As lay people, we can help our pricsts
live out their commitment to celibacy and
the priesthood by witmessing 1o them the
seriousness of our own commitment. In
his homily during our silver wedding an-
niversary, Ir, L‘.Iaw'CIa}rl said that when
he sees two totally different people come
together and stay fogczher in: marriage,
he i encouraged ta continue in his com-
mitment to thé Lord. He said that if a
married couple can live out their mar-
riage commitment which involves three

- persons (husband, wife, God), he should

be able to llw: out his own commitment
which involves onlr two persons {himself
and God). |

Why Call A Priest "Father"?

The priest is our spiritual father, the
father of the I'auth E‘amnl‘y As a father he
must see to it that, like an ordinary
father-parent,. he loves, forms, corrects
and leads his chﬂdrun, providing for
their spiritual needs, guiding them in
maters of morals and feeding them, his
children-parishioners, with the Word of
God and the Bread L}f Life.

Some Christians object to calling a
priest "father” ?sa}:ig that we have only
one Fithur,_ Who lis. in heaven. The
Catholic understands that Jesus' teaching
in Matt. 23:9 is thay we must give 10 no
human being the honor and respect that
we must reserve for God the Father. We
. call priests "father’|in the Pauline sense;
Paul says that he ‘became the father of

the early Christi "in, Christ Jesus
through the gospel” (1 Cor. 4:14-15; 1
Thess. 2:9-12).

What About Women
| - Priests?

Jesus had many women followers and
disciples and He récognized the dignity
of women in contrdst to the existing cul-
tural restrictions atjthat time that 'treated
women as little more than slaves. And
yet He did not select a woman for one of
his twelve apostles] In the years of the
early church women deacons and other
influential ' women | Christians ar¢ men-

cont, on p. 14
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tioned in the New Testament and Chris-
tian writings. But there is no mention of
any women priests then or in later yeats,

The Catholic Church has continued in
this early tradition of ordaining only men
to the priesthood. This does not mean
that this practice could never change, but
certainly it would take a mighty work of
the Holy Spirit to lead the elders of the
Church to overturn a practice that is so
deeply rooted in early tradition :md in
the scriptures themselves,

The role of women in the Catholic
Church is recognized and affirmed in
many ways. God chose to use a worman
to bring Jesus into the world. Jesus ap~
peared first 10 a woman upon His resur-
rection, For His own reason, God then
chose man to bring the Lord to his altars.
Why?  His thoughts are now our
thoughts, His ways not our ways. God
chooses according to His plan for us. |

What Can We Do When We
Don’t Like Our Priest?_

Somec Catholics expect cerain  things
from their priest - a pleasing personality,
pood speaking volce, learncd homilies,
comforting presence, eic., etc. - without per-
haps realizing that no one isiperfect or made
to a certain mold, 1 used to get lrritated
when we attended’ Sunday mass and tlthtr I
couldn't understand the homily, or the priest
mumbled the liturgy. But then [ realized that
we shouldn't po to a certain mass or a par-
ticular church just because we like the priest
We go to mass because we arc mecting Jesus
in the Eucharist. It is Jesus Who is important,
much more important than the priest! |

If we complain about our priest, aren’t we
complaining about a God-given gift? Nobody
has a right to the priesthood; it is God's call,
His gift (James 1:17; Romans 12:29). When
we look at a pricst we see his obvious
strengths and weaknesses, shouldn't we also
look beyond' to see that the Lord, in|His
great love and falthfulness to us, has molded
that person with a priestly vocation so that
he, as our priest, can help us grow closer to
God?

I still get irritated sometimes but now in-
stead of finding other things to occupy myself
with (what people are wearing, or doing, or
the menus for the week) | pray for the inten-
tions of the priest. I pray for his vocation, for
his ability to communicate the Word of God,
and for his pift of bringing God o the Fauh-
ful. And I thank God for giving us His Son
through the gift of vocation of this priest,
Once I do this, the mass becomes all) the
more meaningful and Jesus becomes truly
Real in the Blessed Sacrament,

EDITHA
Christmas In October

il Abejo, Greenhills Chapter

Her father, Martin, stayed with my
family during my entire eélementary
grades. Martin's family had provided
us shelter during 1]]1{. darkest days of
the Japanese occupation, high up
there in the 1ﬁour|rta‘ms in Claveria,
Misamis Oriental.

| I never met her, nor even knew
T'fp'larr.in had sired her, until a few

Remembef
This Decemher

that love weighs
more than gold!

years ago when she suddenly
shnwed up in my al‘ﬁce* in tears and
tatters, with a man she introduced as
her husband, so haggard, and two
iuﬂe girls, their children. | They had
run away from both the m:]i_.t:u}" and
the rebels. If I could tide them over
until he found a job. I did.

Later, Martin himself showed up
with her, his front temhlgune, im-
ploring me for a “capital” to start a
business because he could no longer
go back to the mountains in safety.
Her husband came back jagain, and
again, obviously swallowing his pride
for whatever little help T could offer
him. |

Last October 16 she showed up in
the | office, this time with a frail
woman she imruduwr.!. as her
mc-rper Vicentina, both of them look-
ing | very hungry. S0,| this was
Martin's wife. 1 gave 'them my

sandwiches and all the cookies I had
for their lunch, with creamed coffec.
How refreshed they looked afier
eating. 1 gave them P150 and P100
respectively, and all the cookies and
candies 1 had in the office, and asked
them to come back.

And come back they did. At 1:00
p.m. it was obvious they had not Py
taken their lunch (they said t]'n.,ir
even borrowed thctr fare). 1 gave
them sandwiches and soft drinks and
all the Paciencias ‘from my favorite
bakery. She nécd{,d capital for
buying and sellm’g ‘vegetables, be-
cause her husband was earning only
P117.00 a day and their two children
go to school with hardly any decent
clothing, most of| the time hungry.
P1,000.00 was ideal but P500.00
would be fine. I gave her P500.00
for capital, her mother P50.00 and
them both P25 fc%r fares. Then we
walked down to xin}r car and ' wz
them what Letty, Didi and I had
prepared for the a traveling bag
filled with used| clothing (Letty's
Joy's and Didi’s), [a big carton filled
with Letty’s and |Didi's old shoes,
bags and slippers, a grocery bag con-
taining 6 shirts, 2 [[-shirts, 2 pairs of
pants of mine, mni rice, and cookies
and candies for the children.

I could see thel glow in their eyes.
They were very happy in expressing their
thanks to me, :

But I was happiest of all. Time stood
still during that uplii’dn‘g moment,  There
was an inner glow in my heart. And some
tears came rulljng}nwn my cheeks. 1
had met our Lord in Editha.
had come early this year!

Christmas
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SOME WAYS TO
PUT CHRIST INTO
CHRISTMAS

We keep goodies in the car or close
at hand to be given to any child 'llfl.rhu
asks. We also distribute food aﬁung
the poor children in our neighborhood.
This has helped me keep my perspec-
tive on the season and has helped me
to enjoy being a gift giver instead of just
a receiver. - Tisha Lloren, Cebu Chap-
ter

"Rejoice in the Lord always. I say it
again. Rejoice." (Phil. 4:4) We have al-
ways kept the tradition of attending the
first Simbang Gabi to start the joyful
season. Now our focus is centered on
the birthday celebrant - our Lord Jesus
Christ. And I check over my commit-
ment card..did I live well these
covenanis? This is the time to take a
closer look at my relationships with the
Babe born in a manger, with my wife
and my children. - Sadi Saguisag,
Cebu Chapter

I put Christ into our Christmas
~<lebration by remembering the true
essence of Christmas which is more
than just gifts and toys, Santa and
Rudolf, Christmas carols and Christmas
trees. | remember that it was on that
day Jesus came to give us the greatest
gift of all .- HIS LIFE. -Ning-Ning
Sering, Alabang Chapter

We ask our children to make a
promise written on a char, wh::r:e a
tree is drawn. | The promise involves
some pood works or sacrifices to do
during the season. For every gnﬂd
work, the doer is merited an apple or a
star on his name printed on the tree.
Dennis Deveza, Alabang Chapter

I will put more love this Christmas to
my family. ‘The litle love 1 have shown
them  deserves more. Elmer: Lorica,

Dapgupan Chapter

I just put Christ first in anywhere and
in anyway 1 can. Wherever I am He is
there with me. I honor Himas this is His
Birthday (as I try to honor Him every day
of the year). We celebrate jt by sharing

the very love' He has given us to
Lﬂ!Tthd}'. Bing Clado, ezon, City
Chapter i

|

$nm personally and as a| family, T try
best to instill the spirit of oneness during
Christmas Oneness with myhclhnd with

-{mmly should, howewr, go beyond
whqt is skin-deep and should transcend

seasonality. More |important, though is
the need to maintain my oneness with
Christ from whom all love, harmony and
kindness emanate.| Claro Contreras,
Quezon City Chapter !

I will look for|an acquaintance or
friends who look sad and make them
smile, by smiling myself and exchanging
pleasantries. Villamil, Dagupan
Chapter

We focus our Id%ls‘ attention on Jesus
by putting up a ‘bd-]fn as the center of
our decorations. We ask the ctuldren
what gift they mulcé give to Jesus. We go
to confession as a family and also to
Church. We pray a novena to the Christ
Child 1o end on Christmas Eve. Mana
Isabel Fernandez, pan Chapter
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WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO ME

CHRISTMAS
MEANS LOVE

Christ chose to be born of humble yet!
upright, virtuous and god-fearing
parents. Christmas for me then is not
only a celebration of Christ's birth, it Is
also a celebration of the family. . |

The Nativity scene shows us ]'u'[nthcr
Mary and St. Joseph protectively sur-
rounding the Baby Jesus who is in|a
manger. The three signify the cm'ltrél,
nuclear family. The shepherds with their
sheep and the three wise men with their
gifts signily 10 me the extended family or,
we could say the rest of the world.

S0 if we remember that Christmas
means love, both Christ's love for all
people, and family love, then I guess we
will be that much closer to knowing the
meaning of Christmas.

Jesie M, Sala
Cebu Chapter

CHRISTMAS
MEANS ...

As a child Christmas meant gift receiv-
ing from relatives, ninongs, ninangs and
friends. And as I grew older Christmas
was gift giving to nephews, nieces and
godchildren. For a time Christmas was
equated to Santa Claus.

But after my renewal Christmas is to
meé a remembrance that God became
man ‘as our personal Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ to save all those who woqud
believe in Him...and may have eternal
life. '

Marte Sarenas
Makati Chapier

BRINGING OUT THE BEST IN US

The holidays have| always been my
favorite time of the year. The season
holds a special magic, {that I always look
forward to it cven as early as New
?Ear s/ Day. When L was younger, it
meant gifts, Santa E_lau.s and lots of
food. ' It brought so much joy in my
childhucd - treasures that 1 have kept
until now. i

. Now lhnt I am older, the magic that
h;ld me spellbound is even more beauti-
ful. It seems that thistma.s brings out
the best in us - nq-r. only our best
c]ﬂl.]*u_e:s our best pait of shoes or our
best haircut but also gur best love. We
seem to radiate with $0 much love that
we feel we have to simﬂ, it with those
amund us. Giving gll::s is the most evi-
dent wmbnl of our love. Presents in

beautiful, gaily decorated packages say
more than we realize.

We become more selfless during this
seas0n, we are so edger to share what
we have to those {l.fhu are less  for-
tunate. © We show j:nnte concern o
those brothers and iSi-EtEIS whom we
seem 1o neglect durit{ng the greater part
of the year. |

We become more Christ-like during
Christmas. That is why 1 wish that
every day would be Christmas Day, T'—
Lord is alive in us not only in words L_.
also in actions. We have become the
fulfillment of God's promise.

Bunny Caminade
Cebu Chapter
|

- THE EYES OF A CHILD

Il: seems that ure:r}f year I discover
ancthﬂ,-r meaning for Christmas. Me, I
enjoy  every minute  of Christmas -
spending time with the people T love,
the food, the singing, and the presents.
I may sound like a child but everyone is
a child in the eyes of the Redeemer.

Many light years ago when I was a
very, very young child, 1 remember
watching my artistic mother and
brother decorate our home and asking
quf:ﬂiéms, Like the Who, What, Where,
When,| How and Why's of it all. I
helped place the Baby Jesus istatue in
the m:ilnngcr. [ asked "Why is Jesus al-
ways placed in the middle?” ["Because
it's his birthday and it's only fit to put
the celebrant where every one can see
Him."

"Ar¢ we invited to His bh’.’_lhday?" I

questioned. "Yes, evéryone's invited to
His birthday, the whole world even the
animals, that's why you see animals in the
manger,” they answc;'red I marveled,
“And to think every ju:ar He celebratr—
His birthday and m:er forgets to invi..
everyone. Now 1 un!ders!and why the
three kings were thdre to offer good
tidings to the Messiah.| This is the season
for offering."

This Christmas I'm preparing myself
for my offering to Him on His birthday.
And 1 offer all my prajses, my faults, my
gratitude and everything that He gave
me especially my life.! I offer my life o
my Savior as He did to all men.

Bembot Fortich
Cagayan di: Oro Outreach

I live in a very small bouse, but my windows look out on a very large world, - Confucius

16 KAPATIRAN o

Dec ‘91 - Jan '92



CHRISTMAS

SHARING THROUGHOUT

THE YEAR

Christmas to me is remembering that
God loves me. It is the time of the celebra-
tion of our faith for it signals the birth of
Jesus Christ. Christmas also reminds me to
simply and foremost share both my
celebration and whatever 1 have to the
least of the brethren .. not ouyim
Christmas but throughout the year. - |

Susan Olarte |
Makati Chapter

WHAT CAN | OFFER

JESUS? [ |
<1t should always be remembered t(hat
. ‘ought to offer something o God not
only during this season but every day of
our life. But because it is His birthday,|we
should be particularly concerned :
what we can offer Him during this season.
If the three kings offered gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh, what is left for us to give?
Nothing ... there is nothing but our Sin.

Sin belongs to us and can be wuly
called our own. We must strip ourselves
from sin in the sacrament of reconciliation
and do penance. With this act of humility
we are then reconciled to God.  This is
what He has been waiting for - for us w
fhﬁeupw:manﬂbzbackaisnrms

;e again. With this, Christ is pleased and
our Christmas will be full of joy, happiness
and peace. To me, this is the real essence
of Christmas.

Olimpiades L. Almonia
Cagayan de Oro Outrcach

TO GROW DEEPER IN

LOVE

Christmas always meant Love; Joy,
Sharing, and Forgiving, aside from all the
glitters and colors that make it beautiful
to behold. However, this Christimas
means a reorientation of myself to ‘the
above real meaning because of the loss
of a loved one. The challenge is to grow
deeper in loving the way God loves us. |

Fabs M. Gorospe
Cagayan de Oro Outreach

BUILDING THE
CHRISTMAS TREE

When asked to write these few para-
graphs on the meining of 'Bhrisﬁnas to
me, I reflected and realized that although
I enjoy the carols, tht food, the gift wrap-
pers mysteriously manqu in my
mother’s room, family rcumpns and all
the other activities - |ti1e rea.hmehniug of
Christmas to me is lri I.he hutlr.i.ng of our
Cﬁri.ﬂmas ree. |

‘Whythe{.’.’hﬂmms tree? "i'f'ell actually
it's m}r Dad. He has been helping me
build the fifteen-year old u‘c:e of ours.
And it was the building pmtfcas and the
hme’I spent with my Dad building the

tree that mattered. 1 didn’t care if the |
tree \was colorful ot not, whether the

lights all lighted up or not. All that mat-
tered was that my Dad and I buiit our
tree together, happily and whole-hearted-

‘carefully watching the

THE FULL REVELATION
OFGOD

As a child, I looked forward to the
celebration of Christmas because of the
gifts I would receive, Then, when I was
of school age, instead of expecting only
to receive, I learned, how to give. Now,
as an adult deep 1n|mf commitment to
the Lord, Christmas has taken on a dif-
ferent meaning.

Of course, the "magic” uf Chmtmas
of my childhood dtjs is still there - the
dcscnrauun& the early dawn masses, the
giving and shanng Di’g;lfts the caroling,
the Mldnight Mass... But in this age of
earthgquakes, mlcanic eruptions, coups,
murders and the seeming hapelessness
in this world, Chrislma.s means not (mer
the coming of Jeai.m Christ into the
world but is the full revelation of God
in the person of His Son. By sending
His Son into this/! world, God over-
whelmed a sinful suffering humanity
with LOVE. t

The best Chrisunas gift T can give
anybody is to be nlle.m bring him or
her 1o Jesus Christ | because all human
beings need to hear the TRUTH, that
"the light shines in the darkness and
the darkness did not overcome it" (Jn
1:5). No matter how dark life may be,
the light of God is| stronger, and it is
available to anyone who will call out
for it. We who have experienced this
truth must share it wherever we can.
The LIGHT of the world has come,
Praise Him! : - el

EJ Polotan
Cebu Chapter

ly. And my Mom was always there, t0o.
unusual sight. And
she smiled. That| is our family at

After all, it msitw&mw: built, but
how we built it -- a$ one family to com-
memorate Jesus® day. .

YummyliL Raypon
‘Cagayan|de Oro Qutreach
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REFLECT ON
THE YEAR PAST

More than the traditionally fes-
tive aspect of Christmas, I consider
it to be an apt opportunity to reflect
on the year past. Being the com-
memoration of the start of God's ful-
fillment of His promise of salvation,

Christmas should make us remember-

the reason behind Christ's birth and
what we have done to deserve hfs
entry 'into the world, his passion,
death and resurrection.

Claro P. L. Conireras
CQuezon City Chapter

THE BIRTHDAY!

It's our Lord Jesus Christ's birthday!
It is the fulfiliment of the promise of
God.

Bing Clado
Quezon City Chapter)

LIVE CHRIST
365 DAYS A
YEAR

Generally, Christmas is s}-non}rmcﬁs
to worldly things. Giving gifts, receiy-
ing gifts, adorning places, buying new
things, abundance in food, celebrating
eyents, partying here and there, but
the real meaning of Christmas is hardly
remembered, that is, to live in Christ
and spend 365 days like the true
Christmas day. '

Oscar Oca
Quezon City Chapter

A TIME OF JOY

Christmas is a time of joy, giving and
sharing but most specially it is a time
to reflect on all the good things that
we experience in the presence of the
Lord.

WHAT CHRISTMAS

MEANS TO ME

THE LOVE THAT LIVES

Every child on earth s boly, |

Every crib is a manger lowly,

Every bome is a stable dim, ;

Every kind word is a bymn, |

Every star is God's oun gem,

And every town is Bethlebem,

For Christ is born and born again,
When His love Ilives in bearts iquen.

W.D. Darrity

CHRISTMAS - A WAY OF
LIFE

Christmas is that time of the year
where people decide to be ;

to cach
other even for a few days, Unfortunately,
I find this sad, because people have failed '|

miserably to see the {rue mepning of
Christmas. . Kindness and cony for
each other should not come with the
season or time of year. Tt is something
that ought to become a way of life. A per-
manent foundation in every person’s life.
A striving to live life the way Jesus taught
us: to love one another as He im;ed us.

CHRISTMAS IS
WHEN. . .

Christmas is ‘when you receive a
Divine Appointment and find  yourself
heading a breakfast service team respon.
sible in opening doors for all business-
men and professionals and leading them
1o Jesus Christ. 5

Christmas is when you are already
past fifty and normally no longer con-
sidered productive in the business world,
and you suddenly find yoursell being

given a major assignment considered an
entry point for CLP candidates.

Christnas is when| you are selected
from among so many. sl
Christmas is when you fell, you .
needed "pala” in the El.;?,BP. :

Christmas is when r:ru receive as a gift
from your brother like Jun Valencia, a
cohesive team 'na uma-andar na® as
"pamana”.

Christmas is when [you find approval
and support from fnuriv.'i_fe,

Vic Cﬂe Veyra
Quezron City Chapter

MEANINGS

The meaning of anything is much

|like a light passing through a prism.

The richer, cleaner and clearer the
prism the more the light has a chance
to show its kaleidoscope of color, its
beauty, its truth.

For me, a new member of the BCBP
(CLP 17), the prﬂcesi of cleansing is
admitiedly being experienced. Slowly
but surely, an event like Christmas
which had been weated more in its
secular context  is now anticipated
with a jubilant explosion of colors that
would both please the Giver and the
receiver. ‘

Paul Ant::fnin Joey Aranaz Ramon Gaite
Quezon City Chapter Makati Chapter Makati Chapter
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MORE NEW YEAR
RESOLUTIONS

Strengthen my prayer time by giving it more
meat and by making it more meditative and
contemplative. To be oue to this resolve, 1 will
try to be more aware of my prayer time the
whole year through. Jun Esposo, Greenhills
Chaper

I resobve to learn (o take a positive, optimis-
tic attitude toward every problem.  And believe
that God is with me; God is helping me and
God is gulding me. Ramon Palaganas,
Dagupan Chapter

Improve my service to the Lond through the
community. Rica Bacugan, Dagupan Chapter
e e e [

My resolution for 1992 is to Intensify my
spiritual preparation and prayer not Dnl}rdu:ring
Christmas but throughout the year. [ will go
maore frequently 1o mass and have a r:gular?vlsit
to the Adoration Chapel. Elsa Braganza,
Dagupan Chapter

As far as | can remember [ haven't made any
New Year's resolutions during the past years
and I have no plans w do so this coming year. |
face life as it comes, finding a good solution to
/7~ problem and concentrate on my family life.

i believe our Lord has a plan for each of us.
But we have to initiate the first move and this is
possible through our prayers, trust and faith in
Him. [ thank the Lord for our parents who
taught me a positive outlook in life. 1 pray fora
better country and people come 1992 and the
YCATS 1O COME. Hﬁ}?'ﬂlﬁtﬂ.,ﬂlhkﬂtﬂup{ﬂ'l

|

To be more expressive of my love for my
wife and family and for others. T will ry to be
more appreciate of what is good in the lidde
things. To respond to the call to a way of life in
Jesus Christ. Berns Jimenez, Dagupan Chapter

“Be holy as I am
holy.” 1 Peter 1:16

PUTTING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS

As a family we put Christ into our
Christmas by being a/family that P A M P
E R § Christ.

Ty
dore

ingle with brothers and sisters
erform the requirements and
obligations of the season
at our meals together

eform |
haring the materials blessings with
those who have less in life
Angelo "Betz" Singian

Dagupan Chapter

m V= =T

v
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It fis not 3o much a matter, of putting
Christ into our Christmas as of putting
Christ into our lives. We thank Him for
all the blessings that He is sending us.
We renew our commitment we made
through the BCBP to develop a better

- personal relationship with the Lord and

to try our best to turn away from all
former sins, moral lapses and transgres-
sions. Ding and Leny Mortel, Quczon
City Chapter

I put Christ into
my Christmas when-
ever [ devote time to
reach out to my neigh-
bor. 1 give attention
and care to people
close or not so close
to me. Showing acts
of kindness is simply
putting Christ into our
hearts. Christmas is
not one day but all
the daltj's of our lives.
Joule,  Villanueva,
Makatli Chapter

We  prepare for
Christinas with the Ad-
vent Wrcath Celebra-
tion als a family. We

go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
And we look for ways 1o share the Lord's
blessings with the less fortunate, Janet
Calleja, Qﬁczan_ﬂityichapm

Yuletide is an opportune tme to fur-
ther improve my interpersonal relation-
ship with my supervisors, peers and
subordinates. By doing away with my ill
feelings, I hope to show them how much
I've changed since | joined BCBP. And
because the banking Pusi.ness, where I'm
now into, has taken so much of my time
during the year, I think I will take time
out'to be with my children more often
and enhance my refaﬂumhip with my
wife, Cynthia, this season. I'll also try to
OvErcome petty a.rgl_uﬁcnm. Noll Castro,
Greenhills Chapter

As a family we spend Christmas Day
distributing old t:lmhgcs and toys plus a
little cash gift to needy families. © These
families are those of our household help
| who have been with us even when I was
| achild. This is a tradition handed to me
- through my mother.  Edita Singian,

| Dagupan Chapter
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EVANGELIZATION

New Evangelization

‘WHY EVANGELIZE?

Tiia O. Cerdenia, Alabang Chapter

I don't often hear from my only sister, so it was a pleasant surprise
to get a call from her the other day with the cxciting news that her
daughter, an only child, had passed the auditions and will be appear-
ing in a2 Repertory play. 1 knew how hard h}r niece worked forit, so 1
happily passed on the news to her cousins, my sons.

A close friend of one of my sons called: He just passed the bar
exams and wanted me o be one of the first to know. He knew | had
been praying for him,

"It’s a boy!”™ came the good news firom the hospital.
grandson for us, :

And so it goes. When something gnnj:] happens, after the initial
jumping up and down, the next imm&‘llaui thing 10 do is to'tell some-
one about it. Good news is something that has to be shared, as soon
as possible. 1t's the most natural thing o dﬂ-'

On the other hand, when something bad happens, in the I':mﬂy
for instance, one's tendency is o ey putting off n:!.llrlg others about
it. T would find myself mulling the sitwatlon over and over, rehears.
Ing the precise words that would m’mehnT lessen the impace. ‘Again,

Another

it's human nature, we say.

Is Jesus Your Good II"IEWE?

Let me ask you a question:
are you telling others abour i?

If you are not yet proclaiming the Good News of .lt'-F'-IE Christ,
theére can only be one valid reason why yﬂf-u re not! He'has not been
Good News to vou yetl

S0, one reason we evangelize is: [sa nuturﬂl conscquence to His
being the Good News in our lives,

Is Jesus the Good News [or you? If so,

“Finally, the person who bas been evangelized goes on o
evangelize others. Here [ies the test of truth, the touchstone of
evangelizarfon. IT IS UNTHINKABLE THAT A PERSON SHOULD
ACCEPT THE WORD AND GIVE HIMSELF TO THE KINGDOM
WITHOUT BECOMING A PERSON wm::;r BEARS WITNESS TO IT
AND PROCLAIMS IT IN HIS TURN ( phasts ours).” (Fvangelii
Nuntiandi #24) '

But a more compelling reason o r.w.ﬁ'lgulizc is t'ili:: fact that IT IS
NOT AN OPTION on our part BUT A C-EI?'-'[‘-‘IAND slralght from our
Loxd Jesus Christ. [

"Full authority has been given to me, both in h_Law.*n and on
carth. GO THEREFORE AND MAKE|DISCIPLES| OF ALL NA-
TIONS. Bapiize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and af the Holy Spirt. Teach them to carry aut all that I bave
commanded you. And Eunow thar I will be with you uniil the
end of the world.” (Me. 28:18-20) r

A homilist once summarized the wl'mli?: of the Christian mission in
two words: "Come” and "Go®. Call and h'iissiun. Invitation and Com-
mand, Discipleship and Apostieship. Jesus fivst called His disciples
together ("Come, follow me”) then He sent them uﬁ' with the com-
mand to "Go and make other disciples”. One Master, one Teacher
who called disciples, taught them, drilled them, formed them, molded
them and sometimes even pummeled them into the T{IS He wanted

them to be, 'Then He SENT them. An apostle is one who is "sent”.
Unless one is "sent”, no one will be saved. '

. for everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord will be
saved. But they will nor ask His belp unless they believe in
Him, and they will not believe in Him unless they bave beard of
Him, and they will not bear of Him unless they get a preacher,
and they will never bave a preacher UNLESS ONE IS SENT.
(Rom. 10:13-15). ]

For almost 2000 years, apostles’are sent tﬂ make diuupl:ﬁ. dis-
jciples become apostles and' 30 on down the ane uniil ioday, as we
near the end of the second millennium, we find ourselves carrying
the ball.  And we realize we can’t just dribble that ball and keep it
ourselves; we have o pass it on if we want to; 'amrel

*The presentation of the Gospel messjige NOT AN OPTIONAL
|CONTRIBUTION, for the Church. 1tis tﬁé'dhr{infumhém on her by
jthe command of the Lord Jesus, so that pcnp e can believe and be
saved. " (Evangelil Nuntiandi #5).

The Church is us. The Church, as implied, exists to evangelize.
And if She (we) does not evingelize, She has ng right to exist. Strong
{words? ‘Watican 1 documenits do not equivocite regarding our true
Ivocation as followers of Christ "It is upon the Church that there

tests, by divine mandate, the duty of gnmg out into the whole world
| and predching the Gospel 1o every creature (Lumen Geéntium)." “The
3w]mle {"hurch is missionary and the work of evangelization is a basic
'-cluly of the I’Lnnlc of God (Ad Gentes).” |

Now all good Christians understand that God does not issue com-
mands merely 1o throw His weight amuml !;: a.ss.ert His authority
just to show everybody who's the Boss. His liws are always for our
own good; something like, "Don't play with matches." 5o when He
commands us to share what we have been privileged to receive from

Him in the first place, the Good News that is, telling us that it is
meant for us alone, you can bet Ihcn‘: 5 wmcrh ng in it for us.

What Is Your Vision?

By miay' of example, let me share this obsﬁt;al.lnn with you:, In the
course ot‘ my nine years in the Renewal, 1 have had occasion to speak 1o
prayer j;f\nupﬁ (parish, office, etc.) The usual complaints: dwindling at-

| tendance, insipld prayer meétings, lackluster worship, and very lle
| spiritual tgrowth both individually and as.a My first question
; nsually & | "What is your vision?' Prayer groups with no vision soon
tegencrate into holy huddles where people go o feel good about them-
selves, even pious perhaps. On the other hand, ps and communities
who have appropriated the etemal vision of * Mock, one Shepherd®
| devote tﬁetr-eﬂetgia:‘ and resourves o reaching|out to others, e evan.
| gelizing) These are the vibrang, Spircilled: groups one finds around,
and spirrual growils is the natural manifestation] of their fullness of life.
The Lord continues to multiply thelr number and mnscqucnﬂ:.r their
capabilities to extend the boundaries of the Ki
Ini His infinite wisdom, God put; two seas
doing, delivers His powerful message:

In I‘ﬁlmtin: and in so

One is fresh and there are fish in i
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EVANGELIZATION

Slashes of green adom s banks.
Trees spread thelr branches over i, and giretch oul their
thirsty roots to sip of healing water.
Alpng its shores the children play, as children pla}{'d
when He was there,
He loved i
He could look across its silvery surface when
He spoke His parables. |
And on a rolling plain not far He fed th-:‘-ﬂvc
thousand people.

The River Jordan flows on south into another sea,

Here is no splash of fish.

No fAuttering leaf,

Mo song of birds.

Mo children’s laughter.

Travelers choose another roure, unless on urgent business.
The air hangs heavy above its waters.

And neither man, nor beast, nor fowl will drink.

‘What makes this mighty difference in these neighbor seas?
“ Mot the River Jordan: It empties the same gml

water into both.

Mot the soil on which they lie.

Mot the country round about.

This s the difference:

The Sea of Galilee receives but does not keep the _Tm'd:n
For cvery drop that flows inte it, another drop flows out.
The giving and receiving go on in equal measure, j

The other sea is shrewder, hoarding is income jealously.
It will not be tempted into generous impulse.
Every drop it gets, it keeps. |

Tne Sea of Galilce gives - and Tives,
The Other Sea gives nothing.
~— It is named the Dead Sca.

There are two kinds of people in the wo:rld.
There are two scas in Palestine, {

Finally, we evanpgclize because we possess l.h:.-'*l'rlarl of Great |

Price® (Mt. 13:45-16), our Lord Jesus Christ, Nothing that the world
has to offer, cven if you put everything into one great pile, can com-
pare with this Pearl. Every evangelizer puts his flhﬁﬂIutﬁt faith in this
truth; otherwise he has no business evangelizing. Ew:ni o doubt it is
to reject it We can only echo with Peter's plaintive rc'spmm: to the
Lord's questions: *(If we reject you, Lord,) where ¢lse can we gof You
have the woirds of eternal life.” (In. 6:68). i
Jesus Christ, the Pearl of Great Price. Ano pa)
hahanapin mo#

nga ba ang

Thiz article is the third i a sevies on New
Evasgelization. Tita O, Cerdesia, & member
of the BCRP Alabang chapler, is a master
frainer for CIAYE (Catholic Lay Foamgefiza-
fHon Program) and enjoys an active teaching
sinistyy al the Natiowal ‘.'ﬁhﬂu;g Canter for
Catbolic Bvangelists.

FOR THE SAKE OF THE
GOSPEL

|
Ronnie Caballero, Makati Chapter

I had just received one of my carliest cards for the season from
a|Christian I‘n:rmer employee and friend who had recently given up
a/lucrative merchant marine carcer to be with his wife on board a
"!-'Il:"rt}" Ship, the M/V Pacific Ruby, a ministry of Youth With A Mis-
sion (YWAM). The ship is a Christian nulrc:ac:h in the Pacific rim
carrving dental and medical teams and mulrc importantly the
Gospel 1o the communities among the islands. L

| Before, Christmas about a year ago, he hagl sat at my desk as-
king for advice as he was currently cogapged as. one of our mer
chnm marine officers with a bright future. [He was pondering
vnil:qtmtr to procecd with l}im.llpluhlp Training School as prepara-
tion for joining the Mercy Ships. With a heavy heart, 1 could not
lie to myself and say that [ did not believe he was into a worthy
capsc. [ was not into the habit of rccommf:ndmg people into
Christian missions at the cost of losing our own talented men. But
sensing his zeal for the Gospel locking with rr-ir own desire for dis-
clpleship all 1 could manage was a half hearted suggestion to find
ajmission right here in our country. [ knew | eould not incon-
s¢ience atfempt to dissuade a victorious Christian who was ready
to give up all for the sake of the Gospel:

E [ "But how shall we draw down grace upon us?* By doing what Is
pleasing to God, and obeying Him in all things. In grear houses
db|we not see those domesties in favor, who do not regard their
own interest, but with all zeal and alacrity promote their master’s,
and who nm from the compulsion of the master, but from their
own affection and good dispositdon, order all ihl:rl_gﬁ well? . And

conl. on pe. 22
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EVANGELIZATION

For the Sake of the Gospel . . . from page 2]

it he who in worldly concems prefers his master's interests o his
own, does not really neglect his own interest, but rather advance it
more; much more is this case, the case in spiritual marters.

Despise thine own concérns, and thou wilt receive those of
God. This He Himself wills. Despise earth, and seize upon the
kingdom of heaven. Dwell there, not hére. Be formidable there,
thou wilt be formidable not 1o men, but to demons, ‘and even to
the devil himself. Bur if thy dependence s an worldly wealth,
thou wilt be contemptible to them, and often 0 men too.
Whatever be thy riches, thou wilt be rich in sevvile things. But if
thou despisest these, thoo wilt be radiant in' the house of the
King." St. John Chrysostom (Patriarch of Constantinople, 345-407)

With Christmas around the corner,- we focus our attention o
the significant persons who lived out :1}|;~. willl ‘and’ call of the
Father in! increasing their yield and bearing fruic ¢ John 15),
giving humble and wholehearted seivice to God. Beginning with
the Blessed Virgin whose openness o the will of the Father, has
borme us a Savior. To Jesus Our Lord| the Fuit of the womb,
whose obedience ta the Father to the very end has meant everlast-
ing life and sanctification to all believers: To the disciples and
saints, whose works and sacrifices bore fialt vo what'the Church s
today, moving greatly to make disciples of every nation. To every
BCBP servant consumed and invigorated by the values of the
pospel, an opportunity and challenge to share in the delivery of
God's grace in renewing the face of the eanth.

This is the call of that humble birth in a2 manger in Bethlehem,
This is the call to everyone in mission tg the BCBPF! 1o give bivth
and bear fruit in discipleship to Jesus for the sake 'of the Gospel.

OF Gﬂﬂ's ABUNDALNT BILESSINGS
- PUBLIC TRUST & ‘CONFIDENCE,
M_H;D-EEFECIWE--ST_EW@#RDS_HIF-

MAPECON'’S PINATUBO SUNDAY MISSION

With God's blessing showering us, MAPECON wishes to serve
victims of the Pinatubo calamity, as well as our less fortunate
brethren — the urban poor and other residents u!Matm Mmﬂn
.and other key cities of the Phﬂlppme.u |

MAPECON, working hand in hand with ngun:le; like the
Naticnal Council for Urban Pest Control, The Earth Savers,
Inc., Friends and Customers, will undertake “Sunday Missions"
to Pinatubo evacuation centers every other week! from October
to December, 1991. We will render pest control services,
dtstnbuteaoﬁmtedgauds.ﬁweﬂuh-hgthamthlmda
Good News. You are welcome to throw in your sﬁm or even
joln us our Sunday Missions.

But going even farther, we also hﬂpe to generntae jobs and
hire the employable among them in MAPECON's various
business concems — pest control — sanitation, ﬁuen char-
coal, air and water purification, elc. '

In order to do this, we need your support. The nmarﬂlhn of
ihese job opportunities will be chiefly determined by the
success of our ongoing business projects, the main one of
which is our “block campaign®. It is a full-blast a?ucutlm. ap-

preciation, implementation for pest control service, use of
green charcoal and activated carbon on a mmunity
(block) + wide scale. This is the more ‘economical but more
effective way — the best way. '

Aside from donating much-needed goods, can also
extend & hand'to a brethren nﬁectedby!’-‘h bo and poverty
ina npe&:ul way by being . .

i MAPECON “CHANGE" #EHT

htmdqlce a whole new concept that imurpo:'atm the values of
unity cooperation to your neighborhood. Call us now and
our w;'l%ningd Account Executives will be happy to see you
and conduct a free campaign in your block. He/she will show
you and your neighbors how to enjoy a cnrmnuruty life better
with rnule effective and economical pest cmtml. altemnative
solid cooking fuel, and odor/air and water purification. We also
conduct "MAPECON CHANGE AGENTS" seminars every
Monday and Wednesday, 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. starting October
30, at our office. Call us for more details: |
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NEW YEAR

Almighty God, our Loving Father, Lord Jesus Thrist, our
Saviour, Lord, Master, Teacher and Fresident (Eph. 1:10)

.. once again we call on you with praise and  thanksgiving in

our hearls .

- . for granting us thifty (30) years of abundant biessings and

graces

. . for bestowing upon us 30 yvears of public trust and confi-
dence

. for 30 years of guidance and direction towards becoming
good and faithful stewards of your dominion
. » for 30 years of serving the Filiping wilth 38 patented
products -effective, affordable and ¥sariling atin®
. « for thirty years of protection and encouragement 1o go on
and grow despite the adversities and trials

— . for people you have sent to support, work and serve with
us fzithfully, honestly and conscientiously.

., for the ongaing spiritual grewth and malur:ty AMang our
brethren

. - for the Holy Spint’s guldance and help in teaching us to
read, live, and share the word of God

. . » for the various Catholic Charismatic Communities! (Broth-
erhood of Christian Businessmen and Professionais Elim
Community, Prg-ibig sa Diyos Catholic Community, The
Lord's Flock, Sacred Heert Cornmunity), undlpnr:shﬂs to
which our members belong and which have helped us
greatly in our joumey to know You and to love You more

« « « for our beloved Mama Mary, our mmid our inspiration,
our intercessor

. » = for the prayers of the saints, the stwed souls, the  priests,
religious, bishops and His Holinass, the Pope!

. « for Archangel Michael and all the Halv Angels, who by the

| precious Blood, Body, Soul and Divinity of Christ, truly

' present in all tabernacles, and by Your word and cur

prayers bind and cast out all evil spirits from levery

MAPECONian. every Filipino, every Asian, eYery man, .

Hear, Oh hear, O Lord our praises and thanks as we proclaim

your Honor , Power and Glory as we pray . . .
“My Almighty's Plan to Edify Christ Operates Mow!™
.. through MAPECON by the Power of the Holy spirit . .
. AMEN

MAPECON Main Office:

ON NEW YEAR’S RBSQLUTIGNS

The matter of making New Year's resolutions had
never really merited much thought and interest on my
part. IF ever, I did try doing it just fﬂi’ the sake of trying
arnd merely in the spirit of fun; hsrlng down as many as
possible in leisurely competition with friends. We would
then further amuse ourselves with the naughty thought of
gaining saintly perfection should we rx: able to observe at
least one hall of them,

I was, therefore, unprepared when asked for my New
Year's resolution for 1992, It had always been my fecling
that such resolutions were only meant to correct one's
faults and eliminate unwanted habits. But where was
their purpose? What about making a commirment to do
something positive instead? .

So my New Year's resolution for 1992 is "to further en-
hance and strengthen my personal rélationship with God,
and o nurture this relationship in faith and prayer al-
ways." By God's will, I intend to carry this as a commit-
ment and not as something that is ]bm:nd to lapse and
die. In making this resolution; I have asked God 1o bless
and give it the persuasive force Ihat\iﬂl strongly urge and
encourage me on. I will allocare more time for my scrip-
ture reading sessions and for my personal prayer time.

I am certain that He is the source of all good things
and T believe that I am nothing withaut Him. For indeed,
to seek His kingdom and His righteousness first should
be the positive basis for any New '.'l'ti'ats resolution we
make,

Tnn}" R. Espedidn
E}Iahang Chapter

|

Every maﬁ_’s i e is
a fairy tale written by
God’s fingers.

Hans Christian Andersen

2533 Madre Perla St., Vito Cruz txtﬂ Manila Tels. 506946 = 509271 = 599426 * Fax 5215&45

MAPECON Factory: zasa Arcllario St., Singalong, Manlla Tel. 5220026

MAPECON BR&HCHEE:

Bacolod 24967/23946 = Cagayan de Oro 2697/2797 ¢ Cebu 95942 = Dagupan 7505 |
Davao 75035/78126 » lollo T§088 = Legaspl 3357 = Zamboanga 6133

——

|
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FAMILY

I REMEMBER CHRISTMAS AT HOME

Carmen Quintos, Alabang Chapter
|

|

T love to recall the happy Christmases
we had when we were kids. It didn't
matter that we were many (I had 13
brothers and sisters) and that the finan-
cial resources were spread out thinly. We
managed nevertheless to have joyful mo-
ments during the Yuleude season.

_I—fe' ﬁ-'nuid sing the
Holy' Night™ with gus

.}rbur lmt.-es

‘the theme of the Nativity.

Papa and Mama saw to it that
Christmas | would always be  special
without being expensive. Sometimes, 1
believe that Papa did this not just to make
us happy but because he enjoyed. it him-
self. I remember the pights we would sit
around him and SIHI Christmas carols.
blo portion of "Oh

and at the wave of
hﬁs hand, we wuuld oin in at "Fall on
Our choi mglng was [ar
from harmonious to say the least, but to

us-it was perfect and we were proud of

ourselves, | | |

I Our repertoire of ﬁumm carols in-
cluded only those which were relevant to
-nga Con-
sidered songs like te Christmas” and
"Rudolph the Red | Mosed | Reindeer”
spiritually and  culwrally | irrelevant.
Mama taught us Christmas, 'songs in

_Spau'lish Elk: “Nacio, Nacio' "Pa*fur;:s and
.a short Spamsh Christmas opcrettq; whi-::h

we learned with gusto and sang every
SCASON.

After a few rehearsals, Mmm and Papa
would load us into our small car and we
would go 'caroling’ at our aurits’ houses:
On the way home, Papa would drive reil

' 'slow $o that we could enjoy the S-i'ght of

(ﬂlﬂspnas lights and decors which
adorned the houses and busihﬁﬁ estab-
lishmgnts.

W used to have a blg “parol! which
we redemraled. even" year. 'j Eyeryone

took part in cutting frills made of
Japancse paper 1o pgste on the lantern.
It didn't matter whqher the frills were
jagged, too think or too thin,  Quality
control was almost non- existent. The im-
portant. thing was that we were having
fun, the lantern was completed and we
were mighty proud of it. It was always
Papa’s task to take care of the electrical
aspect and when the bulb went on, we'd

go “ye-hey!" cheering nm'seives for a job

wc]l done. bﬂL
Setting up the n was one of the
Papa was the

highlights of the s son.
Master, ﬂeﬂgliﬂf_ﬂu g these events. In
our home, the belen was always more
prominent. than thj-z Christmas tree.
Again, each of us made our own | !
wibution. ‘The older pries would tack the
bluec crepe paper x.g;i::t the wall which
would serve as the and the younger
ones would merrily insm stars on them.
Oné child would add some plants for
realism which another would set a round
piece of glass from an old picture frame
to simulate a pond where the horse
could take a drink, The figurines in our
belen, except for the Holy Family, never
stayed put in one place, what with so
many children who kept moving them
around each day. |
_ Christmas WS th season for huma. to
flex her culinary mus¢les. We usually ™
sweet ham baked in our old fashioncd
jamonera, fruit sai:g spagheui, callos,
apples, grapes and castanas. tanas. Muchiof our
noche buena were |gifis from relatives
and patients of fapa who was a
pediatrician.’ I rmneﬁlber how we would
try ml suppress, usually
. unsuce cssﬁ.ﬂhr our, glee
when | someone would
knock at our door with a
# leg of ham or a basket of
goodies. We'd  shout
"wow”| and "ye-hey”, our
eyes popping out and
* grinning from ear to ear.
Chrismw.s was the tme

when each of us could eat

cont, p. 25
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REFLECTIONS

I REMEMBER. . .
Sfrom p. 24

more than our usual share of fruits and a
whole bottle of Coca- cola.

There were no lavish gifis or expen-
sive toys on Christmas. Cash gifis were
promptly turned over to Mama for
safekeeping and were to be spent
strictly for necessities like shoes or
clothes. 1 don't recall turning green
with envy when our friends showed us
the walking dolls or batiery operated
toys they reccived for Christmas. |
will always remember though, the |joy
we got out of opening the gifts from
our Tita Solita. She was one aunt who
almays remembered each of |us,
v Jgite our number, and made sure
we all had a Christmas gift from her.
No wonder, she was undisputedly ]bur
favorite aunt

Every Christmas eve, the whlaIf:
family would attend the midnight
mass. No matter how sleepy we were,
we made sure we were dressed before
Papa would start barking "Vamos!
Vamos!" and blow the car horn waking
up the whole neighborhood. Feet
scurrying from all directions, we
would hurry downstairs, pile into the
small car huffing and puffing as Papa
drove off.

" Tm not sure if Papa and Mama
had consciously intended to teach
us the joys of giving, sharing and
loving on Christmas. [ am more in-

clined to believe that all they in- '

tended (o do was te make us feel
happy and loved,
tually enjoyed having many children
and sharing joyful moments with
them.

Mama and Papa didn't allow the fact
that we were poor get into the way of
our happiness. 1In fact, they used the
situation to full advantage. Had we
been rich, we would not have had l;he
fun of redecorating our dllap:dhtcd
Christmas lantern, beautifying our hc!r:n
or appreciating the small and s:mplc
joys of life. To us, being poor was no
big deal. We were happy anyway.

I think they ac- |

ONE MINUTE MEDITATIONS

Fernando de Larrgzabal

(1)

“I have singled out that he may direct his
sons and his posterity to keep the way of the
Lord, by doing what Is right and just..." (Gen.
18:19)

Are parents abdicating their parental
role? Children in their adolescence stage go
through difficult times, They are moving on
from a period of dependency on parents (o
one where they have to start making
decisions and discover for themselves the
outside world and its| | pitfalls. It is ac this
stage where they need mm: the guldance and
patlence of parents. | This s the danger
period when unguid and unsupervised
FOUnESters start El:lﬂl\;lﬂtﬂ wouble. [t is ar
this ime when they may start experimenting
with drugs, alcohol,
ing, choosing wrong

ipping ¢lasscs, fight-
ends, ctc,

This peried is also difficult for parents. It
Is at this stage when children stant defying
their authority. It is| at this| time when
parents begin to worty about [them and it
may be too late by then. i must start
looking alter their -r.hu:drcn ‘before these
danger signals appear. Rememher, you reap
what you sow.

(2)
“All scripture is inspired of God and is

]

useful for teaching - for reproof, correction
and training in holiness.” (2 Tim. 3:16)

Most parents go through any length o
make avallable opportunities for thelr
children to study and learn. They sacrifice
themselves to send them to the best
schools they can afford, but fail to teach
them the so Important Christian values
they need to learn. It is not surprising to
se¢ young people getting into trouble,
Parents also fail to teach children the pii-
falls of premarical 3ei: We see young girls
getting pregnant. You would figure at this
day and age, L‘hlldrqn would be aware of
the moral and blological consequences of
illicit sex. God, pregnancy and social cen-
sure is something the youth many times Ig-
nore, until ir's too late,

But parents are also to blame. It is as if
purity and chastity dre vinues Inmborn in
children and need mot be waught. Many
parents are sques about bringing up the
subject of sex and fall to teach and protect
their children. God, morality and the virues
are subjects that m:r:a;{ to be taught, need ta
be seen and experienced In the home.
Children normally on the same stand-
ards they see In tHeir parents. If your
children wrn sour, you are probably to
blame and will also h:m: to suffer the conse-
quences.

These Minute Meditations are part of an on-going series by BCBP E

LD"J‘EEII‘.I'I" Fernando de

Larrazabal. They are :rans."ama’ into several dialects and are aired several times daily,
natfonwide on 42 stations, free of charge, through the facilities of me|Radm Mindanao Nei-

wwrork,

' I
HOPE FOR THE NEW YEAR

Ring out, wild bells, 10 the wild sky,
| The flying cloud, the frasty light:
| The year is dying in the night;

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die,
| |

Ring out a slowly dying cause,

And ancient forms of party strife;

Rlng in the nobler modes of life,
w;:h sweeter manners, purer laws,
‘Ring out false pride in pla-.:i:

‘and blood,

{The civic slander and the spite;

'Rlng in the love of truth and right,

Ring in the commg'm love of good.

Ring out old sha s of foul disease;
Ring out the narrowing lust
of gold;

Ring out the th
Ring in the tho

d wars of old,
d years of peace.

Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger hmifthc kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,

Ring in the Chrlstrhut istobe.

Alfred Tennyson
1
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LIGHTER MOMEN

LIGHTER MOMENTS

For a large part of the world, eating with fingers comes
more naturally than eating with spoons, forks or chopsticks.
But there are many more stories behind the way people use
their fatware than the way they use their fingers.

For example, why do Americans hold 'their fork in the right
hand, while Europeans hold it in their I¢ft? In colonial times,
Americans followed their European cousins. | With the
American Revolution, people switched the fork to the right
hand, first as a secret signal to one n:’gnmer of their political
leanings; and eventually as a public proclamation.

Meanwhile, those who remained loyal to the English had to
switch' from left to right for fear of being identified as enemies
of the Revolution.

Why |are ‘“chopsticks® so
called? |In Chinese, they call
them "kwai-tzu," meaning "fast
. |ones” Translated into Pidgin
© alk, it became 'chop" (meaning
{ "quick’). Hence, "chopsticks."

Chopsticks were in use nearly
2000 wears before Christ. And
Chinese ¢mperors were said to
possess silver chopsticks, which
discolor if dipped into poisonous
food.

W

"An informed Christian should have a bible in his right hand
and a newspaper in his left,” intoned the teacher. |

“What, is this a case of the right hand not knowing what the
left hand is doing?” exclaimed the student.

* w W
The charismatic who expects instant miracles all the time
should be labelled "charis-magic"! ; i

%k

Woman to Banker: I'd like to open a joint account with

someone who has money, b

Did you hear about the neighborhood gossip? She went for
a vacation to the beach; when she returned, her tongue was
sunburned!

e . ——
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EDITORIAL

How manifold are your works, O Lord!

In wisdom you have wrought them
all--

the earth is full of your creatures;

They all look to you
to give them food in due time.
When you give it to them, they gather |

it; [ ]

when you open your hand, they are
filled with good things. :

If you hide your face, they are dis- |
mayed; |
if you take away their breath, they |
perish
and return to their dust. i
¥~ n you send forth your spirit, they |
' are created, |
and you renew the face of the emh.i

May the glory of the Lord endure
forever,;

may the Lord be glad in his works!

Psalm 104:24, 27-31

*Fear not, my children; call out to God!
He who brought this upon you will
remember you.
As your hearts have been disposed to
= stray from God,
aurn now ten times the more to seek
him;
For he who has brought disaster upon
you will, in
saving you, bring you back enduring
joy.”
Baruch 4:27-29

"And if my people, upon whom my
name has been pronounced, humble
themselves and pray, and seck my
presence and turn from their evil ways,
I will hear them from heaven and pnrJ
don their sins and revive their land."

2 Chronicles 7:14

GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS
AND THE EARTH...

This morning we went to mass at St. Anthony's Church in Singalong. As we parked
our car in the church yard, that doubles as a school yard, a larger-than-life painting
showed a blue sky, with & multi-colored rainbow embracing green mountains and val-
leys. On a large table platform in front of the mural was a village with real miniature
houses, farms, and villages. Towering in majesty above all this rose the Risen Christ
superimposed over a large white cross. ;

In bold letters was the message: "God created the heavens and the earth. He
looked at everything he had made and he found it very good." We entered the church
feeling good, too, as we thought about the many miracles of nature that God has given
us to enjoy. = I

As 1 kneeled in the pew to pray, my feeling good came to an abrupt halt. For the
message emblazoned across the front of the church was: "And then, man destroyed
what God had made." At the side of the main altar was an old table flanked by two
dead trees. On the table were remains of a nature that had been polluted, destroyed
and killed by man. On| the table was a single vigil candle, its feeble flame flickering
and casting shadows on|the piles of rubbish.

w

And then, man destroyed what
God bad created. |

God created the earth and said, "Let the earth bring forth vegetation: every kind of
plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit with its seed
init. ... God saw how good it was." (Gen. 1:11-12) And then, man cut down the trees
first for firewood, then for illegal purposes causing erosion of the topsoil, flash floods,
destruction of the water table, and climatic changes.

God created the seas and said, “Let the water teem with an abundance of living
creatures. ... God saw how good it was and blessed them." (Gen. 1:20-22) And then,
man began to catch the fish for food, then dynamite fishing fqﬂnwed. and mass
destruction of the whales and other sea creatures,

God created our country anpt blessed it with many natural realmrces. And now,

| after many years, we arc experiencing droughts, red tides, floods, unseasonal

| it? Will T be proud to show
[ | NRC.

weather, polluted air and clogged water ways. Farm land that once 'was fertile has be-
come sterile. Fields of grass and stately trees have been replaced with towering con-
crete fortresses of progress, | Tl

God created the heavens n.nt the earth. "The Lord God then lmnk the man and
settled him in the garden of Eden, to cultivate and care for it.” (Gen! 2:15)

As we enter the Advent Seasan and wait in joyful anticipation for the celebration of
the birth of Jesus Christ, should we not reflect on the state of the world that Jesus will

find when He comes? Have we been good custodians and stewards of the land He

| has given us? How well have we|cultivated and cared for the carth dnd all that is in it?

Have I cared for my own little part of the world as He would want me to care for
my world to Jesus when He comes this Christmas?

EAPATIRAN e Dec'91-Jan92 27



CHRISTMAS

MY CHRISTMAS LETTER
70 GOD

Dearest God,

Hs‘EhmAm:a.g cm-::t again and I'm sull here on earth,
thanks to}rc-u - thank you for sustaining me and my parents to

P go through all the wials and temptations we encounter.
@ () N Thank you very much Almighty Father for strengthening us
i et ) during these days. ‘Thank you for testing our faith in you.

o
Al E

We |thank you for your countless blessings and graces.
Thank !puu for making us realize your presence in our lives.
Thank you, dear Father, for your love for us, and for giving us .
another Christmas when we can commemorate your Son's
birth amidst all humanity. i
“This prayer of mine I offer for those people who need you '
but are drawing away from you. Dear Lord, please make them :
realize 'your Holy Dominion over us. I pray, Lord, that you 7
allow us all to share whatever blessings that we have and will -
receive. | pray that you awaken those who have slept long
enc}ugh and do not acknowledge your presence. in their lives,
" wi And since it's Christmas, Lord, I pray that you will help us
all to realize that YOUR SON, JESUS CHRIST, is what this and
evenr Christmas should mean to us all.
| Amidst the political turm-::u the calamities of typhoon and !
vblr:ani-: eruptions, the emotional struggles and psychological
doub:s we have, the financial needs, the identity that we al-
ways seek to find and most of all, when all else in this world
scems 1o crumble, we pray, Lord, that we be there to assist
those who are in need, our helpless brothers and sisters,
thase who are victims of the material world that we live in. |
Make our l'a!,rh slmngef by being of service to all those lin
need. Make our hearts to pardon those whom we have not
forgiven, make our hearts be yours, O Lord. Make our ncnﬂns
speak out Your Glory. | RS
Dear Father, we have seldom thanked you for your Sﬂn ‘If
and now, T would like to renew the gratitude. Lord, thank '
‘you for keeping Him among us as our Shepherd! May we ct:m-
‘tinue to keep His presence with us by making Him the very
reason for every deed we do. May we keep Jesus’ presence
. among us by sharing, gjﬂngq loving and praying for those who
" 'need Jesus to be shared with them, those who need to
h given a piece of Him, those who need Jesus' love
and those who have not even known your Somn. |
It is Christmas once again. It's another smpn
of remembering Jesus’ birth. May we always keep-
within us the actual birth of Jesus by renewinhg
our dLEpesl gratitude to You, our Father, for
sending }-mlr Son 1o us - for HE is the real m
ing of my Cl’msmlas t
Your daughter, |

Yummy

R

i Yummy A. Raypon
i ! Cagayan de Oro Outreach

e e e e
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