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Editorial: In the Eyes of God a I ‘
by Ronnie Caballero :

Ronnfe relates his experience with a delegation of EC‘EF' brothers lo
altend a Vismin Conferance, where he saw the boldness and willingness
of these brothers fo be identified as one of the Lord's.

In the Marketplace: Culture Shock

by Eddie Mendoza fe

An ilustration of how gracious speech, practice by W
Christians, can stand among the din of this world but & '...“
may otherwise send culture shock o those who have el
not met the Lord PR TR

Who is a Senior Citizen?

From My Desktop Files: Destiny in Davao

by Sammy M. Ulanday f L:;\_
sammy recalls his rip to Davaoc when God revealed o 1
ane of the directions lo lake towards his desliny m
Reaction

by Gelo P. dela Dingeo, Parafiague

A view expressed in reachion to one of the anicles that appeaarad
PrEVIOUS ISsUe.

Commitment to Culture

by Manolel Siojo

Manalel, a newly appointed member of the National Counci, explams
ciiltire in genaral in relations fo the commifmean! we have made bo BCEP
Lamentations of a Manila Girl

by Nena FParas

An open leller commenting on the BCBP 18th anniversary celebralions,
together with & response from the nalional president
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

The Urgency fo Serve

By Ronnie Caballero

The Holy Spirt through senvice has been the cause
of change and forward motion fn the fife in the Spirl.
Naothing has bean as valuvable and instrumental as the
gincene service which has brought aboul progress in
knowing God and m foving Him maore through ofhers
Service Opportfunities in the BCBP

A ligt of services that membears may avail of in their
lifg in the BCEP

Sharing: Our Walk as Servant Leaders

by Ely and Toly Salazar, BCBF Legazpi

The Character of a Servani, i
Being a Good Servant T

Ways fo Encourage Your

Servant-Leader

Guldelines for Christian Service -

by Romnle Cabaltero

An irferview with Fr. Ans Sison Jr., Minister of
Social Affairs, Archdiocese of Mania, and
spaaks the mind of the most controversial figure
of Philippine history, His Eminence Jaime Cardinal Sin
Did Jesus Use a Modem?

Sharing: A Right Time for Everything

by Danny Sitbor, BCBP Makali

His Pain Like Mine by Mothar Angelica
Busziness: E-Mall Etiguette
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Back o Basics: Attitude for Spiritual Wholeness
by Nancy Calan
Beatltudes for Married Couple

Hivat do you tiink maners 1o us?
What do pon think is penr most
wgniffoont rofe as a menher af

rhe BCEBF community®

The BCRP Community potter, molds ws, the day. He
molid's e i His tnags, spicing
Readers Survey: | U5 up with wizdom, courage, patipnce, DEFSEVErance

W would Bke fo thank Buffons
Sison of BLBP-QC for the gen-
eral concepd of our cowver. I
depicts e basic elemeand of our
focus - Senvice, Our God as the
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| and love, 50 thal we loo, 25 an individual, be able fo
| fahare these with others In sendce. I (s these ele-
| memns hal enabie us fo presend owvselves for ser-
't vice for athars in our commurmily.
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0 matter what | do the
Image Seems caned inlo my mMamaony
Wiy T Wall, for one reason | still did
nol have a lensman’s instinct for a
good picture and up 1o now | still
regret not getting a pecture of it.
Serving in Kapaliran, one has o have
tha sense 1o wnta in the Spirit and
likewise take pictures in the Spint
because the images provided by the
Spirit are powerful and revealing, I'm
shill praying for an opporfunity o
present itself again

The image goes this way. We
were all waiting for our ferny to Maasin,
Levte where the VISMIN Council
Keeting and Maasin Outreach Anni-
versary was going to be held. We were
brathers gathered from all over the
Visayas and Mindanac Chaplers and
Qlutreaches of the BCBP. And it was
pleasant getting introduced and
engaging in informal banter. There
was a lot of free wheeling sharing,
cracking of jokes, laughter and also
senousness. But all together there
was a fight, warm and easy fealing
that you can relax, be yourself be-

il
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cause you are among brothers. Alter a
while the pre-departure hall slowly
became congested, people preferred
o stand in order o continue talking
and the hum of the conversations

trebled with every minute. As the first
boarding call was announced, passen-
gers jumped to pick wp their handcanry
luggage o jostle for the queue. After
evanyone sattled m thesr 58315, | heand
an unfamiliar call, “*Come, let's pray.”
Alrreast instincinaaly as the call was
passed around brothers gathered
around in a tight circle around Bro
Manny Banigan. heads were bawed
down, and arms, instead of being

raized, are placed on the brother
directly in front of vou, linking everny-
onein a prayer circle. Eyes are
closed in meditation and a brief silence
awaited Bra. Manny 1o begn. | coubd
nol resist glancing around the crowded
cabin {being the neophyte in the
group) and | could sense a deep
respect from the non-BECEP passen-
gers for what was going on. Some of
them even made their silent sign of the
cross. Skowdy, up came a prayer of
dedication and protection. Deep i my
prayer, | could sense a strong fealing
of connectednass, of community and

s
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IN THE EYES... from page 2

of mission. | felt ke one of the knights
of the Round Table on bended knee
with my Lord's sword placed on my
shoulder being dedicated for senvice.
There certainly was something sacred
in that moment and | cherish the
memary of it

Maybe it was the bokdness of
the comman act, the willingness to be
indentified as one of the Lord's
instruments and the deep respect
everyone showed to the leader and
the prayer, altogether touched me
profoundly. It was so symbaolic, so
appropriate of everyone's call to
service in the BCBP. We certainly are
not called out of the marketplace to
leave it for some remote monasterny,
but bo senve within i, as a part of it
not oulside looking n.

Jesus, in John 17, siresses
this point lavingly. *I revealed your
name to those whom you gave me out
of the world. They belonged to you,
and you gave them to me, and they
have kepl your word. Now they know
that everything you gave me is from
you. because the words you gave me |
have given them, and thay accepled
them and truly understood that | came
from you, and they have belisved that
you sent me. | pray for them, | do not
pray for the world but for the ones
you have given me, because thay
are yours, and everything of mine
is yours and everything of yours
is ming, and | have bean
glonhed in them. And now | no
longer will be in the workd, but
they are in the world while |
am comeng 1o you. Holy
Father, keep them in your
name thal you have given
me, 5o that they may be
one just as we arne
When | was with them
| protected them in
yOLEr name nat yau
gave me, and |
guarded them, and
none of them was
sl excaept tha
san o desirg-
ton, i order that
scripture might be

fulfilled. But now | am coming to you. |
speak this in the world so that they
may share my joy completely. | gave
them your word, and the world hated
them, because they do not belong to
the world any more than | beleng to
the world. | do not ask that you take
therm out of the world but that you
keep tham from the evil one. They do
not belong to the world any more than
| belong to the world. Consecrate
them in the truth. Your word is truth.
As you send me into the world, so |
sent them into the waorld.®

Jesus has a special place for
those whom he sends out to serve
him and the Father in the Spiril.
Further in 1 Connthians 2:14 St. Paul
says, "the man without the Spint does
not accept the things thal come from
the Spint of God, for they are foolish-
ness for him, and he cannot under-
stand them, because they are spiritu-
ally discerned.”

If you are in senice treasure it.

It 15 a special relabonship that you
would want 1o keep. Nowadays, when
there seem to be too many things
which we cannol accept as “coming
from the Spirit of God” such as trals
which abound in these timeas of crisis,

it is easy to brush aside service until
"our’ time is right, when we have seen
the “light at the end of the tunnel.”

Truth is, if we really have been
forgiven and have experienced the
mercy of the Lord because of the
blood of the Lamb, we have seen the
light not only at the end of the tunned
but at the beginning of eternal life with
Christ Jesus. And such being so, we
should serve the Lord in spite of the
trials, in spite of the cnisis and serve in
God's ime as he pleases. Because
when we do serve, despite the lay-cffs,
despite the downtrends of business,
despite the devaluation, we are
expressing a faith i a God who is truly
awesome, truly all-powerful, truly in-
charge of any seemingly hopeless
situations, And you know what? It
does not have to be a flashy kind of
service. What matters to the Lord is
that he knows where our hear is when
we choose o serve him in such a way
or situation. As 5t. Therese of Liseux
said, "Remember that nothing is small
in the eyes of God. Do all with love.”
Just remember that he loves us in
spite of our sinfulness. So, lef us go
forth and serve this great and loving
Ged that we have! gy

Ti's mod herw lomg yon Nve thul counis, bui how you Hve.



S aomiann macazive + uiy-August 1998
In The Marketplace

"L ook how they treat one another with

m | love, they must be Christians.”

et’s zay that vou walk into a cock-
tail gathering of businessmen and profes-
sionals. And let’s say that as vou listen 1o
the conversations around you, all that vou
could hear them talking about was genuine
compliments to one another. Or when they
would talk about some otherwise ordinary
person whom vou know, they honesily speak
of his good and admirable qualities. Or as
someone brings up the hottest and most con-
troversial topics on the strect, vou hear these
people discuss the positive aspects of these
CUMMent events.

You will probably pinch yourself
o see whether vou are dreaming, and force
yoursclf to wake up from this culture
shock experience. And vou will probably
wonder 10 yourself whether these people are
real, or wonder what cockail they have been
dreinkine.
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CULTURE... from page §

Then vou hear them mention the
word “God”, or the name of “Jesus™— in
this cockmail gathering — when they say
things like, "God has been really generous
o me,” or “Jesus was clear about what he
wanted me o do in this situation,”

1 bt that yoarwill then immediately
say to yourself, “No wonder they speak like
that; surely they must be Christian business-
men and professionals.”

“Look how they treat one another
with love, they must be Christians,” was the
comment of one observer af the Mew Testa-
ment disciples,

As Christ’s witnesses in the mar-
ketplace, we live by very high standards —
not only of moral behavior, but also of gra-
cious speech. Most of the time we are more
conscious of our behavior, when — in fact,
it i5 our speech pattern that reveals more of
our true character. And the very high stan-
dard that the Lord has set for us is found in
Paul's letter to the Colossians (4:6) which
says, “Let vour speech be always gracious
and in good taste, and strive to respond prop-
erly 1o all who address vou,” And in his bet-
ter (o the Ephesians (4:29), he repeats the
same message as he sayvs: “Do not bet any
unwholezome talk come out of

your mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up according to their needs,
that it may benefit those who listen.” 1 sup-
pose Paul would not have given that advice
if he did not realize that the true tendency of
people is to speak negatively of others. In
fact, perhaps to prove this point, | have yet
to meet someone who does not feel awkward

when people say good things about them in
person. Why? Because just as we're not used
to giving praise we're not used receiving it
cithier.

Yet it is precisely this culmre that
wie sirive to establish in our community. It is
the standard that Jesus set for all His fol-
lowers in Matr. 12: 33-37: “Either make the
tree zood, and its fruit good: or make the
tree bad, and s fruil bad; for the tree is
known by itsfroit. You brood of vipers!
How can you speak good, when you are evil?
For ean of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaks. The good man out of his
good treasure brings forth good, and the evil
man out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.
I tell you on the day of judgment men will
render account for every careless word they
utter; for by vour words you will be justi-
fied, and by your words you will be con-
demned.”

It is good to begin again, 1o repent
of our careless words and of our failure 1o
use speech to build others up. Gracious
speech is that which impans God's grace and
our own, It is constructive and full of sub-
stance. [t almost always strengthens personal
relationships in a positive way. It brings true

friends closer, unlike negative speech
which only brings miserable
people together. And it binds
people together who can
help and inspire each
other in times of dif-
ficulties as well as
in times of vic-
tories.

Speech that expresses praise and
affection towards others is definitely filled
with God's grace, and is a manifestation of
the presence of His Holy Spirit as it vields
the fruits of love and joy. Positive speech is
one effective way that we can serveand love
others, and so we can win others not only to
our side, but more especially to Jesus. 8z

VIEWS F 5

ile of a senior

WHO IS A
SENIOR
CITIZEN?
What is one???

A Senior is one whio was hene be-
fore the pill and the population explosion.
We were hene before television, penicillin,
polio shots, antibiotics and Frisbees, Before
frozen food, nylon, dacron, xerox, Kinsey,
radar, fluorescent lights, credit cards and
ballpoint pens. For us time sharing meant 1o-
getherncss, not computers, a chip meant o
pigce of wood, hardware meant hand wear,
and sofiware wasn’t even a word. Co-eds
never ware slacks. We were befgre
pantyhose, and drip-dry clothes, before
icemakers and dishwashers, clothes dryers,
freerers, and electric blankets, Before Ha-
waii and Asia became states. Before men
wore long hair and earrings and women wore
axedos.

We were before  Leonaed
Bernstein, yogurt, Ann Landers, plastic, the
A0-hour week and minimom wage, We got
mamied first and then lived together.

Closets were for clothes, not for
coming out of, bunnies were small rabbits
and rabbits were not volkswagens. We were
before Grandma Moses and Frank Sinatra
and cup-sizing for bras. Girls wore peter pan
collars and thought cleavage was something
butchers did. We were before Batman,
Rudddph the red-nosed reindeer, and Snoopy.
Before DDT, vitamin pills, disposable dia-
pers, (LE, One, jeeps, the Jefferson Memo-
rial and pizea. Cheerios, instant coffee,
decaffeinated anything, and McDonald's
wepe all unheard of. We thought fast food
was what you sle during Lent. We were be-
fore Boy George, J.0. Salinger, and Chiquita
Banana. Before FM Radios, tape recorders,
electric typewriters, word processors,
muzak, electronic music, disco-dancing and
that's not all bad!

In our day cigarctic smoking was
fashionable, grass was for mowing, colie was
a refreshing drink, and pot was something
you eooked in. If we'd been asked 1o ex-
plain C1A, MS, NATO, UFO, NFL, JFK,
ERA, or IUD we'd have said alpkabet soup,

We are today’s senior citizens, &
hardy bunch when you think of how our
world has changed and of the adjustments
we have had to make!
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From My Desktop Files

first time | went to Davao was way back in the early
aightias while working for a pharmaceutical company as disirct
sales manager. Togather with a colleague, we were [0 give a Semi-
nar ofn our new product, That was the time when the BCBP or any
ather charizmalic commumnities had not touched my skin. | was so
much in the world then that we practically spent the whode extended
weekend looking for happenings. Our job was secondary

W dared gaing out at night scouring the city for beer joints
and girlie shows, braving the gun fire that could be heard every now
and then. | dudn’t know who ware fifing those guns: some said the
rebals, oihers said the miliiary, while olhers poinled 1o the Mus-
lims. We contracied a PU (a Minica two-door car with a ficed rate)
to Bhng us arcund the city. | remembear thal the car was o0 small
there was not much roeom for my long legs on the passenger side,
| tried to squeeze in and hit my left leg on something hard and
solid. Later | found cut that it was an armalite rifle that my leg
hit. The driver looked at me as | rubbad my leg 1o ease the
pain; he even smiled and said, “Sofry sif, protection ko
lang yan sir,” he was referring to the rifle. Al that mo-
ment my enihusiasm o “paint the town red™ was
doused. But nol wanting to be taunted as chicken,
| wint alongy welh our plannad night cut.

That was tha first time | had come
that close 1o a deadly weapon of such
cabbar and a man who could possibly
causa someone’s dealth. | ried bo en-
joy what was happening around,
wiale constanily laoking out of tha
window of the reslawant Tor the PU and
ihe l"!l'l'-l'l-B:|l!'.E'1E:-1lf'I!] driver who was
waiting for us. “Vvhat if we encoun-
ter & check point? A gun batlle
couka irnpoar and wie could b
rmistaken as rebels or some-
thing. we could die then
Thase thoughts wara
manning through my
mind. | had aven
planned my alibis if
cawght with a man
with & gun, &nd how
I wiould run and pro-
tect myself just in case

a gunfight ensued h
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DESTINY.. from page 7

Gevernance feam af the newly installed BCBF Davao chapter wafurl their
e By

|

IROTHERHOOD oF CHRISTIAN BUSINESSMEN « PROFESSIONALS
CHHPTEH INSTALLATION RITES

MWETE.HH

s

BCBP

DAVAD CITY CHAPTER

I was 50 adgy the whola might and | downed one bottle of
b @t anolher as the fining at the outskints continued inferm-
tently. Al some point | thought the firing came close to where we
wiara. I could have been the effecls of the spirit | was gulping or my
imagnation.

| was nol quila sure but the only thing | could remember
during thal tense moment was to utlar a prayer, something Hice:
“God save me, just in case,”

The next time | was in Davas was during one of the Vismin
conferancas about a couple of years aga. This flime was completaly
different from the first. The city was bustling. It had metamorphosed
compietely from ihe vivid picture | had some years ago into & bloom-
g city.

I remember one thing | asked our hosi, Emil and Vivian
Si50n, was o show me the Apo View Holel, The hotel had a spe-
cial place in my heart, it was my sanctuary the first fme | was thens
| feit 50 secure inside that hoted afler a fidgety night in the eighties
However, Apo View was not the way il had been. It had gone afong
wilh tha progress tip and had transformed ilself inte a more |wosn-
oars hobel complec, | wanted o see its imMeriors hoping | could remi-
nésce a bat but from the looks of it from the oulside, | decided noth-
ing rnwch of the old had bean preserved.

The third episode of my Davao rek series happened re-
cafitly o6 1hé otcasion of BCEP Davao's installabon as a full chap-
fer last August 15,

This lime, | was hoping that | could be all by mysell during
my siay in Devao. This iz quéte an unesual wish as #is our cultne
1o be hosted by visiting members of the communaty. | balieve God
was reading my thoughts and He granted my wish. | was offered to
eiher stay at Wally and Tinel's place or be at the Regency hotel
where the breakfast and Vismin conference would be held. | chose
ih Second.

Friom afterncon to the late evening of rambutan, mangos-
teen, and dunan munchéng olympics at Wally's, | was brought to
the hotel Suddenly, | felt nostalgic. All by mysel, | recalled the
times | was in this very city some 15 years ago. | was trying to
remember how fearful | was then, and al the same time rationaliz-

HEI'JTH[: RHOOD OF CHRISTIAN
BUSINESSMEN & PROFESSIONALS
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ing thai | was just having a false fear that nothéng could happen o
Fro thein, VWias 7 Vs it Talse fedr or simplé cowardice al the sight
of a rifle?

I walked up fo the window of the room
and unconciously tried to listen for amy gun
fire, jusi like the onas | had heard bafone.
MNone. [ was 5o peaceful and quiel, | was
fin this stale of musing when a clap of thun-
der siruck and | suddenty snapped oul of it.

My ménd was filled with tha thoughts of
having bean saved. | was saved way back
in the eighties] It was nol @ false fear afber
all, | kay down on the bed and shut my eyes,
and oul from nowhere | could see that yal-
lewish grean FU cab driving away from the
Apo View. And just a few saconds [aler,
flashes of light enshrouded the cab, and
then it was gone. | tried to ponder on that
wision and the only thing that cams inlo my
mind was °| was saved, | was saved!” | re-
ally do nat Know whal happenad 1o the PLI
o 12 the driver,

The festivities of the breakfast and the
conference proceedings ccoupied my mind
ihe foliowing day. The night's “haliucina-
tions" ware behind me. 5o | thought.

Az | walched the Davao mémbans go-
ing inand oul of the wenue, | ined 1o imagine the effors they had put
into this occazion. | was amazed ai the preparations, especially
wihen night tima came for the instalkation

The Apo View Ballnoom was full of action when | amived
there early. Toto and Lisa Tanogbanaua were there athending o the
last minube tidbils of the affair; the music minfstry was practicing
baside the siage, while the registration |adies were arranging the
foems and souvenic programs. In fhe background | could hear
pecple conversing. “WWhere is this or that?” "What will we do ned?
Others were explaining, giving directions. and ushering pecple
Some were DUSy giving inginuctions 10 the waileérs on what 1o do
tive buffel 1able, and another guy was dolng the same thing at tha
other end of the ballngom.

BRI 5 T : . |
AR
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Monmy Bavipan, B0CRP president readinge the Notfanal Council's approvail
aff the recommendation fo elevale Davao into a fidll chaprer. Witk Fiom

e -

are Flapds Bondgan, Touy and Betly Gorcta, BCBP Denvao Chopiter Bead
wirpall Sow aieid Feately Corufia,
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DESTINY... from page &

I Iooked al the faces of these
people, though seemingly exhausted, but
nol ready to let up. They were there to do
something, 1o serve, “To serve” - 1his phrase
kepi ringing in my aar.

It weas than that | realized whal was
ihia maaming of my vision the night before,
God must have saved me from whatever it
wias thiat happened 1o the PL, Ha wanlad
ime 1o serve Him. Just ke the way He saved
me from the fangs of the world during  my
dask days before BCEP - the times when |
wills @l the brink of giving uwp because of
failure m my career and Ife. The same way
He spared the membars of tha Manila dal-
egalion from a twisier that hit  Davao just
30 minusles before our amval (Our fight
from Manila to Davao was delayed for 30
minutes at tho Mania Domestic Alrport).

And Davao couldnt have chosen
a better theme for the occasion, It was so
appropriale and meaningful to me particu-
larly. “As the Father has sent me. 50 1 send
wou .. Guided by the Holy Spnt”.

Then | began o think of the 8,000
o 50 members of the Brotherhood. They are
s0 hucky for | am comvinced  that they too
are 50 blessed and are saved Tor God's pur-
pose and use. | believe that this throng of
struggling Christians have their own indi-
vidual PLs and gun-tofing drivers 10 contend
wilki, B i Ihey keep in their haars that
the Lord has chosen them, they should nad
in any way worry and be as scared as | was
waay back then, especially whan they ane Bv-
g a life with Chirist

Wi nesgad 1o refgmbar that we are
i iha BCBF for a purpose. @ purpose that
iZod Himsel has fashiened for each and
gviEnyone of us. Basically, this purpose is o
serve Him, with His army of Christians, He
wikice vl s Own Salf Tor our salvation, Let
us then be conscious of, and grab every
opporunity wihen He calls us 1o semne Him
through our brothers amd sisiers,

Fostscrpt. Altar the installation |
was back in the hatel hagey and so thankful
for what God had revealed to me aboul that
episode of my earfier visit 1o Davao, I was
already. past midnight but | had a sudden
wrge ko go out of the hotel.

| walked out of the Regency hotel
and fagped down a taxi cab, no more FLU,
thig. tne one af the later models with ai-
condiboning, stereo and mora leg room. |
took the passengar side and moved my legs
all the way down and sideways, There was
no armasle and the diver was looking at
e when he asked: “Asa man fa, 36r?” “5a
Sihell Select, mag-beer mura faya,” | joy-
fully answered gy

v I weaaiil
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REACTION

This is in response fo the article CHRIST, THE HEART OF THE
BROTHERHOOD in the latest issue of Kapatiran (May-June 1998). ds a
mew member of the BCBF, [ canmnot help bul comment because you really
drove home the point. When I gave my commitment to the BCBF, I had
reservations and doubis wherther T can fulfill nry duries az a member. Four

article is as row and factual as it showld be. Here are my commenis on four |

ey writlen:

*ERCBP iz a svmbol of something far greater for its members.

* We should realize that when we joined the Brotherhood and gave
our commtiimeni, we were answering the call. q,l"fﬂ'irn.r and mot the organi-
zalion therefore it u,j'ﬁ' b..:mm!lgm imited co ension, We need 1o
pause and frm:::,.‘ﬂ “Him amicst tﬂi this world.

i the BCBP and
o m‘ﬁg‘m&nﬂftm mfﬁi‘rﬁ! i 5

| Chers ni . the Lovd

| L i1 r.l'a-pse pe-ﬂ,uﬂ: migﬁi &a,.-;;aumgj rr._.ﬁ" m, : Lord

throwugh the BCBP, 1 :mwl.[h: ,p.l'm!' lor us. We should remember
sght us to the P o no ane else.

g H:uum.l‘.f_p Hﬂmﬂ' fﬁmm&r Our servicelcanmol
aproximete the sacrifice h@'ﬁ:ﬂﬁﬂe If we value our time, .:'ﬂ'ch that
€3 [KIEs n::paﬂnn.frkm.m serve, maybe it is fime r.i
; uhm we value mosi our :‘.bg'

we give

fo Mass on Stnclays. ﬁw prr-e.tr wernl 1o irm fo ask wiy. He reasoned that
mast af the people are hypocrites. The priest calmiy replted, "I am there-
Sare inviting vou to attend this Sunday ‘s Mass because there is room for one
mare hypocrite. " We are not forced to attend such gatherings but rather we
are fnvired.

Thank you BCEP, oops, thank you Jesus. May you bless our spiri-
twal fourney upon the mouniaing and valleys of life.

Kudos to you too, Sammy.

Gelo P. dela Dingeo
BCBP - Paranague
August 31, 1998

gy die aif i
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COMMITMENT,
to CULTURE: m

Is the Handbrake on?-

n the many years that | have been driving, | could not think
of any other frustrating experience than to run my car and suddanly
feel thal it was losing power or not going as fast as it should - only
to find o4t that the hand brake was on. i was not only frusirating
bul embarassing as well. | have used that same analogy with our
e crganization thal has gone through the process of identifying
and clanfying thedr corporate culfures and values. Many of you will
agree with the basic premise that successful organizations have
sirong cultures,

The BCBP like any other organization has its unigue vi-
sion and méssion. Bul the question we need to ask is, 7is the present
BCEP culture clear, strong and shared enough to support the at-
tainment of our vision and mission?” If it is not, then it is much like
having the hand brake on, We want 1o move forward but we cannot
becavse the presem! cullure is not the ideal culture, It (s in fact
producing resistance or what we call “cultural drag.” So whether an
organization is for profl or non-profit, religicus or civic, # needs a
strong foundation, a strong culture for it to accomplish its objec-
tives. The BCBP is no different.

Bul what is culture? Marsin Enwar (authos uITha WHl To
Manage) offers a very simple definition. He says cullure is “lhe way
we do things arcund here” That, 1o me, says it all. The way we
behave is really a product of our shared values (what we consider
important) and beliefs (how things work) that inferact with oar mem-
bers, cur organizational struciure and sysiems. We see, brothers
and sisters, that at the heart of cur cullure are our values, Without
these shared values we don't have a cullure. How commitied are
wi in living out the BCEP culture? Or do we insist on having our
own way of doing things in our chaplers and outreaches? If the
BCEP is to carry out and fulfill its vision and mission, it will need
one unified cullure. We need each and every member living out the
cong values of the BCBP.

Omne of the first lessons | leamed was that authenlic com-
mitment cannot be forced, il is seli-generating and usually devel-
ops through a feeling of involvement. First of all, according o Fr.
John C. Haughey, authentic commitment involves a choice. | have
discoverad that evary lime | made a “have o™ decision | would al-
wiry's end up miserable and frustrated. But it never failed that if |
made a “want 0" decision, | would feel happy and satisfied after,
And this question | pose, brothers and sisters: did we commil (o 1he
BLEBF because we fell we had to or because we wanted to?

Views ¥ o

Hil'nnfi'l: Siajo, Mational Council

Do you remember this song by Burl Bacharach? The firs
lines go like this, "Promises, promizes, I'm all through with prom-
ises, promises now. | don't know how | got the nere to walk out.”
Vihat sounds like a lnely and bouncy tung is really a sad song thal
depicis the pain and hun caused by a broken promise. And (his
leads 1o the neod important aspect of an authentic commitment =
that every authenlic commitment involves a promise. Brothers and
sisters, when we decided 1o join the BCBP, we made a promise 1o
do certain things - these are all confained into the commitment
card.

Accarding 1o Fr. Haughey, “unlike avery other choice wa
rnake, wial is unigee about a promise s that il describes soma-
thing we indend (o do in the future.” When we signed our commil-
rsEnl cand we effachvely bound oursehves by creating an expecia-
Bian i them concarning what we say we will do for or with them.
What we promise to do are all contained in the commitment cand
which rapresenis the totality of our life and culture inthe BCBP
But we also need to ask why, Wivy should | do all these things |
promized to do? What should be my mativatien? What is the pur-

ﬂemwmwmm

pose behind the commitment card? Simply because of our Love
for God, our Love for Community, and our Commitment to the Lord's
Work. These are our core values. The heart and scul of the BCBP
cudiune,

My last sigrahicand learning aboul authentic commitrment
18 thal fresdom is5 very much compatible with commétment. This
sounds like a paradox and | guess it really is. Fr. Haughey declares
ihat, "it is only in the exercise of one's freedom thal one assures il;
by non @xercise one runs he risk of losing it To attempt io lve
one's iife in a state of indetermination is the surest way of becom
ing unfrés, because then one will be determined by forces oulside
of oneself.” Do you agree with this, brothers and sisters? Thal in
fact, fo be free is to be committed and to be committed is to be
frea?

Brolhers and sisters, | hope and pray that you will con-
tinue to commsl 16 the BCEP cullure everyday. And that you make
this comimibmen] because it is your own choice; you do =0 because
¥oU Know you ane making a promise to the Lord through the BCBP,
and that you do so because you want to exercise your freedom fo
create something special, something irrevocable and etemal. Then
truly you have chosen to go through the “nammow gate” that leads o

life. &
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hereunder in entirety. -

HE# recelved the following open letter commenting on
BCBP's 18th Anniversary Celebration held in Manila last May 30th
mﬂnn@dﬁl’mnyﬂmimn for his response. Both are reprinted

Lamentatio

Oor a

S

MIAM LA GIRL

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Chist,

I would like lo share with you my
thoughits and feelings reganding the cekebra-
tron af awr National Anniversan: haid in Ma-
mila fast May. Being a former Manila lady |
My andcipated thal thene would be aiffr-
cuities and even confusion from among the
hosling groups and the rast of the BCBP
Chapters in altendance. Expenence of Ma-
e ife took away e colored spectacies
from my eyes and reveaied lo me the regu-
far profWems that plague Manila, which
would make the hosting of such an event
vy aifficul.

Traffic is always the first and worst
Qlslachn as thrs posaed [he greatest incon-
venGs for bmodhars and sisters alle, whao
come from all arcund Motro Manda, in com-
iy b W Anfiverkary sitas. The second
abstache is the vnavailabifly of places thai
could accommadalte [he axpaciod nimber
of delegales and the high costs for revial of
Ifhesd S0aS. The rain, welcovme 85 i was for
it heralded the end of the EI Nino, caused
even more prodiems - flooding, traffic jams
and general inconvenience.

{decided not to be hosted becatse
I oypled [0 Slay willlimy bvd Ccollaga davgh-
fers wiho eside in Manida, Thus, mo hosis
maan, incomectinformation for me as I was
depending an the schedwle prinfed in tha

Kapatiran, [ mvst admt thaogh thal ihis was
my fault as | should have ascentained with
the BCBF office for the exect schedwla of
activitios befors selting oul to aftend the
prayer assambly i Manila Spods Ink on
Friday evening whean cmknowrn fo me { was
held in nearty Fort Banwacio.

S0 again, you may ba wondamng
why the lament ? Having berated myself for
ol getfing the exact schedve which cavsad
i LGl inconvannence, | realized faf |
was finaly atiending the National Anmecer-
sary of the BCEBP on Salunday, greating
tvobhers and sisters who fhrowgh e years
have bocame an irportant pard of my ea,
This joy was enough to fongst all the above,
The mass was boawitfd and meaningiul, the
stage and Nghis were beautifully done amd

PROFESSIONALS 3.
1k
Mﬁfm

T

e civour Drowgil all oF IS L0 8 OiBepaer G-
praciaiion of our spinfually. The dinner
though long was of no consequence as it
affowided LS limie (o roam arownd and graal
evenone elze, Buf | noliced thal ater the
dinner, it crowd starfed to thin oul. People
cama and bid us Farewell and this sifuck
i as odd. “I's OK, "1 thought, “not every-
ane will make an exodus.”

When the program began | looked
around and realized that e only Cliailes
in altendance were provincial Chaplers, the
host Chapler and the Nabonal Countl wilh
a few other representatives of ofher Malro
Chaplers who happan o bé hashing S0me
Provincial brothers and sisfers. Now this
was and is my lament. I was a5 i e Ma-

=8
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speaking the truth in love.

Eph. 4:15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in

every way unio Clrist.

Epl. 4:25 No more lping, then! Everyone must tell the trath fo his)|
JSelfow believer, because we are all members together in the body of Christ, |

Many times we are afraid. We're worried that the truth will disturb the
rest. Actually the truth throughout Seripture can be compared to light. When-
ever we bring the truth 1o bear upon a preblem or a particular situation, it brings

evervthing into the ligh,

Maost of the ume, we'll find that when a person sees his problem in the
light of the Word of G, e will want to see -:]:langi. if he 15 a true Christian,
{unless he is in deep rebellion against God. | believe that most Christians want to walk in the joy of the Lord and in the
haoliness of the Lord. Most Christians want to enjoy forward motion and deepening spirituality. But sometimes they
simply don’t know how and perhaps God in His grace may use us or anvone of us to help and encourage them by simply

| guess, Nena's letter is an expression of Eph, 4:15-25, What a privilege to minister in the name of Jesus.

|

Muarny Bunigan
President, BCBP National Council JI

ional Anniversary was being celebrated for
the Provincial Chaplers.

Whal happened to the joy of broth-
errood . amomg the rest of the members?
To add tothis, aven provincial brofhers
understandably exited early as well, as
mos! of them were leaving the next day
and thus had some last miniite chores o
attend o,

50, lament the lack of excilenmeant
far the National Anniversary among Meiro
Mamia Chapters. | lament the fact thal thene
seemed o be NG raspanse to the sachific
and difficuilies that our Provincial brothers
and sisters wenf hrough fo share 2 days
with the rest of the Philipping BCEBP dal-
egates. Oh yes, in case you did nol realize,
rmast of the Frovincial delegates took fime
off from their businesses. places of employ-
men! and professions fusl o be wilh ofher
brodhers and sisters in Chist, | also lament
the faci that there is a greal difference in
the hospitaiity, the joy and love shared
among delegates when in Provingial Chap-
fers. Youdgon't have to fake my word for i,
JUsT ask thase who have affended af least
one Viz-Min Council meeting. infacl, [ an-
cowrage al brothers fo witness these avonls
to have a forelasle of what if means fo truly
expenience the love of God between and
amang brothers in ihe BCBF,

S0 | hope you will excuse my
musings and my lamanfations. | have
made this arlicle in obedience 0 our Supe-

nors whao fead thal thiis may serve a3 an eye
opener lo everybody. Who is bast affer all
o share these lamemialions but one who is
frofm amovig Voll. 8 Mania gif? One who
urrdersfangs Manila's drawhacks, prob-
wms and dificeifies? You and [ 85 wall
a% tha rest of the BCBP Provingial Chap-
ters, know thal these are all axcusable

What keeos the pain nagging ther is tha un-
warranied excois, the seemivkg lack of con-
cenm, the painf reaiity thal our brotherhood
was not enough to make you wart [o stay
i s

-t L

f& i

BTG

I cloga hig arficle with the prayer
and hope that thes wal nof creale divigion
among chapters and among regions bel that
i will instead unily and increase tHe intan-
ity of owr commaon flove for God and for one
anotier. Thamk you for aifowing me (o bane
FrIR e A Ol B0 e, More poswer o us alf in
the BCBPT

I Chiist atways,

Ma, Consuelo (Nena) G, Paras
BCHBP Cagayan de Oro
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In search of a resource for a model for Christian service, Kapatiran chanced upon Fr. Aris Sison Jr.,
Minister of Social Affairs of the Archdiocese of Manila and Parish Priest. More importantly, under the klieg
lights of trimedia and politician’s ire, he answers issues for the Catholic church, the Archdiocese and speaks the
niind of one of the most controversial figure of Philippine history, his Emminence, Jaime Cardinal Sin, our

e
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topic for servanthood. What better person to ask than .

THE AUTHORITY ON SIN.

Kap: Kapatirgn is fealuring Cardinal Sin as he
celebrates his 70th birthday. We are particularly inferesfed
in hiz coat of arms which bears the motte SERVIAM.
Latin for °I will serve,” which has a lof fo do with this issue's
focus, SERVICE. Bul before we go into that we'd like to
krnow how long have you bean with the Cardinal, Fr, Aris?

Fr. Aris: Wel. | have been q prest for almaost 11
yecus, 11 years this Sepfember 19, 50 | have beaen a prest
of the Archdiocess for that long. But | have known him long
befoie that, since | was in high school. | was very close 1o
him when | woas g seminanan.

Kap: In Noflo?

Fr. Aris: Mo, here ot 5an Cailos Seminary. | en-
Teied the semincry in 79, He hod baan Archbishop since
74, Then, | had the chance of sening him up close. You

AUTHORITY ON

know, there are a group of samindricns colied pontifical
senars, and | was one of them since my second veor. W
are the ones 1o serve him af his masses,

Kap: Oh, yes Those seminarians who serve Ira-
dittonaily according to what we see al high masses. You've
been following his career much longer than 11 years. So i
would be appropriate for us to say thal we have an infer-
view wilh the authorify on sin (Cardinal Sin that is). Kapati-
ran iz particwlarly interested in the slory why the Cardinal
chose “Seniam™ as his motto.

Fr. Aris: Sendorm i Lotin, for “that | moy serve.” And
ne chose this when he become Archbishop of Monilia, This
expresses his desie ... the main thing for him a3 Archblshop
of Manila & fo senve. | think if is pattemed after the Pope's
own fitle which is, e Senand of e Senanfs. One fime |
aizo neard him speak of his moto os the opposite of the
denils own mofto, Alon Sendam, of °| will not serve.” To the
Caordinal, the maost impordant thing s that he is a sarvant

Remeie Caballero S —

and he s hee 1o sanve. Nowadays. you may even see his
pPErsonohIsd Cor pitle which scnys, SERVE.

Kap: Oh, yes I've seen thal. Bul, Father, don?
you think that it is obvious for someone wilh a vocalion fo
really serve? Why the emphasis on his molfo? Whal makes
il special?

Fr. Aris:  Well, you know, specially in Philppine so-
Ciaty, a priest is given 50 much prominence. Somatinmes a
priest i put s0 high on a pedestal, he cannot sefve af all, A
priest is given the best of evenything becouse the priest rep-
resents God. 50 Il these things ore done o o priest, mone
50 for a Bishop. Even much moe 5o for o Cordinol. | think it
i5 a consiant remindear to himself and o the people that he
is hete fo seve, not fo be seved. Ang gonda sa fagalog
pon, Naparo upong mogingkod, fingll uoang .7

Kap: °_hngkuran?”
Fr. Aris: Hinddl... hindl upong magbusabos!”
[Lawghiter)

ft's mar a 2ia fo gol angry when pou gof amgey af i,
L
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AUTHORITY ON

Kap: So, | think there's a lot fo be learned from
that molto. In what ways do you feal he has embodied this
mallo?

Fr. Aris:  Well, vou know, as a Coidingl you are g
plince. You're a pdnce of the Church. But the Cardinal is a
veny simpla parson, [ only youll gat 1o know him up closa.
His fostes are very simple. His staple food Is still Lgooand
dried fish. He enjoys being with people. And he can De with
peopla from all walks of life, He goes to the squatter areas,
goes to childien, He really spends a lot of time with his flock.
That's one thing outsionding with Cardingl Sin.

Kap: Not really to put other Cardinals in a bad
fight, but | assume that some may be caught in a lot of ad-
ministrative dubies and paperwork. Right?

Fr. Aris: That's night. Sya. masang-masa iologa, |
mean he has visited squatters in the slums. And he goes 1o
all parshes ich of pood. | inink he as been o ol the pos-
ishas of the Archdiocess,

Kap: Does his Excellancy’s molto have any bear-
ing on his becoming a controversial figure in Philipping poli-
fics?

Fr. Ars:  Well, e COonsiaedrs his Invohaeamant in Phill-
ppine politics as part of his senice, as playving his iole both
as a shepherd ond a3 a FMipino. He would offen say, if he
WO NSt SO s, who wolild GO ITY And it he Jid not o it
what would he say on Judgment Day if he would be asked,
ihara was this opporunity and
you did nothing ... ActuclBy his
sanvice of his has entaied o kot
of sk | think caliing the peopie
o oy at EDSA was O veny, very
becve thing fo do.

Kap: 5o, Father. the
Cardinal’s involvement in politics
is something internally driven not
something due to an axhorlation
from Rome or Church docu-
meanis?

Fr. Aris: Well, It i in-
spaed Dy e eochings of Jasis
in the Gospel and inspired by he
fradifions of the Church. At the
same Bme, You know, the Cardl-
nal i a veny pronetul person. And
hex does things Dy intuifion. Some-
WTEes, We e supnsed Dy what
he Goes. But Iater on we 88 the
WSS Of Rils G Hions. 50 you Can
realy sae the Holy Spiit behing
hirm all the fime. You can really
sea how open he s 1o the promp-

Plofure Sinroe: .Pﬁ.".h:r.llrrfrrr' Froe Press
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tings of tha Holy Spiit. There are some actions that we would
riot jucige as wise, prudent of logical. Nonetheless, he chose
fherm. But time tells us afferwards thot they were the right
things o do.

Kap: s quile a challenge to be a spokesman for
such a person. Have you had to undergo & lot of onentation
and preparation to fit the role of spokesman?

Fr. Aris: 'Wel, being spokespenon is only part of
rmy roke as Minister of Social Communications. The Candinot
sow that pofential in me. 50, he sent me o Rome 1o study
communications in "8%. And whan | came bock in 92 that
was one of the tasks | hod to do. Of course It requires that |
be ariculate in a variety of things, But (t also requires know-
ing the heart and mind of the Archbishop.

Kap: How do you get o do that?

Fr. Aris: ‘Well, | sit down with him a3 often as | can
and ask for his views on cerain matters. And sinCe | hod
bean in this work for many years, many times | am able o
precict the iBsues that will come up. 50, | am able o 58
cown with him and casually discuss issuas so when the time
comes, | know what 10 say. Also, there would be fimes when
he would say. ke | remember during the Anti-Charted
Change campaign last year, he said directly to me that he
woukd not gront any infendews, that he would just Bsue the
stoternents and | would foke care of the media. 5o. | mode
sura that | knew his line of thought and [ just picked 1 up
fiom these. But | am quite clear that | am spokespasan of
the Aschdiocese and ifs not my own mind that | speak oul
but the mind of the Church, the mind of the Archbihop.

Kap: Wel, there must be some batling average
to that Have you always been on the nai on fhat'?”
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Fr. Aris: Wel, thanks be to God, | haven't mode
any blundeds. | make it g point not fo folk when he doasn't
wanit fo talk. The only firne when | really foled on my own
waos when | felt that President-elect Eshioda insulted him,
when he mode comments against Cardinat Sin as he chose
Mike Vielarde as his spithual adviser. When he made com-
ments about not invifing him to the inauguration, | didnt
leal good about it 50 | spoke out on my own. Well, | was
happy and | was flattered that the President answered me
the Tollowing day.

Kap: In closing, what particular characteristics of the
Cardinal should everyone emulate? Like what would be his
tegacy or the hallmark of his being a Cardinal, something
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that he would like to be remembered for
a5 a servant?

Fr. Aris: Well, the prests would al-
ways  rememibet him for his being a fo.
ther. | ramember when he visited us lost
sunday. | spoke about him that [t was
timaty that the Gospal wos obout the
gocd fathes, becouse 10 me he realy s
the good father. He has always been a
father to me. Very understanding, very
canmng. You know. he never misses 1o ask
ma, "Howa you aaten? And thete hove
bean fimes when he knovws | hove Been
working, he would callme and | would nush
o him thinking there was sormething for
me o doand e woulkd soy, A, st dowm,.
Eqt.”

| babava the peopha will chways re-
member hirm ior Baing a Boder, not just
of the Church in tha Philippines, but g
leader of the Fliping nation. He has bean
there for many significant moments of our
histony and | think he has left a mark in the
history, in the timeas and in the hearts of
the people.

Kap: Who is your own model of
servanthood aside from the Lord Jasus
and Cardinal Sin?

Fr. Aris: Mother Teresa is one, |
odmire her for her simplicity in doing Iittke
Things veall. Aohn Poul B i one, He hos al-
ways left a rmark on me. | met him up close
In 1981. And he also stuck me s a kind
and fatherly figure, L.odmine him for his ce-
temmination and colroge. | wish he will be
abt¥e to come bock agaoin so he can
louch more hears, Mot PeopsE.

Kap: So, | think, in essence. Cardinal Sin's being
a father and being caring is the essential senvice - the heart
of the matler of sarvice.

Fr. Aris: Yes, thatis right

Kap: So what advice would you give to the people
of the Brotherhood, for those who want to pursue a life of
sSenvice.

Fr. Aris: Llet ma just say that once youve
chosen 1o 10w Jesus, once you've chosen fo respond
2 his call, 1o hee your e for God ond lor ofthets, dont
expect monetary of materal rewords. But one thing |
con e you, fthat the rewards,  they ane oul of this
workd. Gy

| believe the people will always remember him for being a
leader, not just of the Church in the Philippines,
~ but a leader of the Filipino nation.

for WIS DM | pet rid of PRIDE,
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hd JESUS
use d modem?

Did Jesus use a modem at the Sermon on the Mount?
Did He try to broadcast fax to send His message out?
Did the disciples carry beepers as they went about their
route?

Did Jesus use a modem &t the Sermon on the Mount?

Did Paul use a laptop with lots of RAM and ROM?
Were hiz letters posted at a BBS at paul rome.com?
Did the man from Macedonia send an e-mail
saying,"Come?"

Ded Paul use a laptop with lots of RAM and ROM?

Did Moses use a joystick al the parting of the Red Sea?
And a satellite guidance tracking system to show him
where o ba?

Did he write the law on tablets or were they really on CD?
Did Moses use a joystick at the parting of the Sea?

Did Jesus really die for us one
day upon a ree?

or Technical Wiz-
ardry?

Can you load the
live action \ideo
Clip to play on
your PC?

Did Jesus really die

for us one day upon a

Hawve the wonders of this modem age made you question
whal is true?

How 2 single Man, in a simple time could offer His life
anew?

How a sinless fife, a cruel death, then a glonous life again?
Could offer more to a desperate world than all the inven-
tions of men?

If in your life the voice of God is sometimes hard o hear,
With other voices calling, His doesn't touch your ear.
Then set aside your laplop, modem and all your fancy
gear.

And open your Bible, open your heart, and let your Father
draw near.

From the e-mail center of BCBP
Quezon City

Even the besd pes

| write from the heart. Her style is 5o sin-
| cere that fo make it really fer, “she felis

Cinrgrafulafions! The Kapoliran
iz very well edited T hnow from whom you
o et Pealerend fan WRRGERGE = Veniar Rionier
W hrve been weifing fo each otfer for the
past many vears, She fus a very good sivie,
she follows the basic rule of journalizm -

fpartant dhings b Mbanag! ™ I am keeping
all her feiters because they reflect deep and religious faith in
Cioxd, drue fove of family, peopie and the Clarch, She foves bean-
rifard things = with reason, after all God s beaudy,

Next time you come, please et me know in advance 5o
that [ will make sure o iq - e Fathers witht me are -a'-'l'h'l'l_'_l'-T o
FrrVICE .l".-|r.r et o be r.g,l" Service B0 Mon and e BCEP l!':'ll'-"
local cwtreach wunder Ay, Diddi Perez has been a sonrce of joy
aried strength for me since they started i,

Lel us contine praying for each other,

With my blessings for vou, all your loved ones and
wark, fam

Devotedly yours in Chrisi,

+IIOSDADG A, TALAMAYAN, D10,
Archbislrop of Tupnegarao

o

e

({11

-lu_____‘ : z ——

 —

"1 understand your computer is down. ['m here to cheer
it up.”
Sowrea: Chicken Soup for five Sowl af Work

¢ huving notking fo boast oo,
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JESUS

needs my service

God created each one of us with a definite purpose
in His Infinite Mind. Though He always sees a
panoramic view of our entire lives, this knowl-
edge does not prevent Him from seeking
our wills and hearts.
When our neighbor needs
us, it is because we have something
to give him that he does not already
possess, The thing we have to give
may not be tangible, but we can
fulfill a need none the less.

With God it is different. Ev-
erything we hawve in body, soul, tal-
ents and possassions is a gift from
Him. What we do give Him in
these areas is no gift at all for we

already belong to Him.

It then becomes necessary

for us to render to our neighbor thase
things we cannot render to God, and
in the same manner as God gives His
gifts to us.
We must render them gratuitously
and unselfishly, not because our neighbor de-
senves our benefits, but solely because we want to
imitate the Father.

Whether the service we render is tangible, like food
and clothing, or intangible, like love, prayer, compassion, and patience,
we need to do to our neighbor the services we cannot do to God. Thatis
why Jesus will say on the last day, “l tell you solemnly, in so far as you did
this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to Me.” (Matt.
25:40)
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learned something that day dur-
ing my sons’ confirmation ntes. | got fixed
on the mention of the manifestations of the
Holy Spirit, which were the dove, the
tongues of fire and the wind. The first two
have been very familiar signs and mani-
festations, most specially in the charismatic
mavement. But hardly anyone writes about
the wind save for maybe the prophet Eligh
when he was hiding in a cave and of course the very event of
the ocutpouring of the Holy Spirit in the Upper Room, on Pen-
tecost So my focus always was on the tongues of fire and
the dove as depicted by many in Christian art.

But that moming the significance of the wind seemed
most prevalent. Bishop Yalung focused on the element of
the wind that caused a forward mation as with the effecton a
ship's sails when the wind gets behind them. The Holy Spirit
does have that effect on our lives when it biows upon us and
brings forth positive change as in the winds of change.

| gave some time to deepen my reflection on those
changes which bring about stronger character, wisdom and
a greater capacity to love in one's life in order to identify a
common element in these changes, specially in what brought

FOCUS T 47

Ronnie Caballero

them about And with conviction | would say that the winds
of change, this manifestation of the Spirit in my life has best
been seen in SERVICE TO OTHERS. Service to others has
been the wind behind the sails or if you like, the wind be-
neath our wings. The Holy Spirit through service has best
been the cause of change and forward motion in the lifa in
the Spirit. Nathing has been as valuable and instrumental as
the sincere service which has brought about progress in know-
ing God and in loving him more through others. This is why |
am grateful for the opportunities to serve in the BCEP and
the fellow co-servanis, which have made bearnng burdens
much lighter.

Worry enot where FAFTH in GO beping
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Opportunity to love

Almost a year ago, in tuming
owver a service | once held | recounted a
scene from a movie where one of the
characters who had trelessly and un-
selfishly cared for her bedridden father,
chastised her for her wasting her life on
their bed-ridden father instead of enjoy-
ing a ke of her own. Mustering up all
her courage and wisdom, she re-
sponded by saying, “Wasted my life?
No, | don't think 50! Instead, | would like
ta thank God for gving me this oppor-
tunity 1o love.” Unmasked, authentic ser-
vice to others, specially rendered with
unconditional love, is an authentic op-
porfundy lo love.

SD2rYic2 vggoritniti=s

Mugic Ministry
Col. 3206, Pralm 145:1-3

Service i the mustc ministry is
apen W evervone whao likes to sing or play
an instrument. Exceptional talent is not nec-
cssary: what is required is only the cager-
ness b0 learn and the commitment 1o attend
Ezch chaprer has i1s own music
ayinistry. Some chaplers have several teams.
Muskc mimistry is responsible for leading
the praise and worship periods during as-
semblies, fior providing music during break-
fasts and other BCBP functions,

It is recommensded that each action
group have o least one member in the mu-
sic ministry who can then help lead the
soaes during meetings.

Urgency to serve

This now brings us to the focal
paint of this issue, the urgency (o serve
| give due credit to an ancinted homilist,
Fr. Larry Faraon, who in his daily broad-
cast, The Sounds of the Sowl, on 105.1
FM every 5:45 am., includes this inten-
tion in his daily prayer, that Ged may
grant us the urgancy lo sanve. Why the
urgency to serve?

Jesus, in Luke &:6-11, con-
fronts the legalism of the scribes and
the Phansees before healing the man
with the withered hand. Then Jesus
said to them, °l ask you is it lawiul o do
good on the sabbath rather than o do
evil, to save life rather than to destroy

Sharing Ministry
Matt. 25:31-40

This iz an area of service for all
BCBP members and their families. Sharing
timee, talents and treasure with BCBE sisters
and brothers in need, being a friend who lis-
tens, who leads a helping hand without be-
ing asked, offcring a sympathetic shoulder
for someone to cry oa, encouraging the
downhearted - these are just a few of the ac-
vivithes in the sharing ministry.

Enconragement
Hebrew 10: 19-25; Col. 3:12-17

AL some time in our life, we all
need a word of encouragement. Send a
“Thinking of you™ card, write a shont node

saving how much vou énjoy their hospital-

i#?" Fr.Larmry then poinls out that there
really is actually an exemption in the law
of the sabbath and thal is when there is
an emergency, a situation that is urgent
Jesus in healing the man wilh tne with-
eréd hand demonstraled that one's sal-
vation is always an urgent matier. There-
fore, with Jesus himself as the axample,
he teaches us the urgency lo serve,
specially in loving unconditionally and
in recognizing opportunities o love
How much sensitivity do we re-
ally carry in living out our faith in the mar-
ketplace? Do we really see the urgency
of sarvice thare? Or do we keep our ser-
vice salely lucked away in

1) 2512 23353

iy, visit a new member to welcome them, e-
el a funny: greeting card 10 brighiten up
someone's day, feleplone a hurting sester
or brother to encourage them to “Keep the
l=ih."”

Registration
Ephesinny 6;7-8

The registration leam takes charge
of the registration ble during men’s
breakfasts, ladies breakfasts, praver as-
semblies and other meetings. This in-
cludes having evervone sign in, issuing and
recovering name tags, keeping updated
lists of attendance for chapter records.

Make friemds with yowr trials, and you will learn from Dhem
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our comfort zenes well-managed, pri-
afitized, making ourselves untouchable
and unreachable until the appointed
time arrives? Do we see the urgency in
our surroundings as our appointments
and work schadules unfold or do we just
turm s “on” as n a switch when we
are good and réady on a Friday night or
wisakend,

Of course, we know better. That
our urgency to serve must parmeate ev-
ery fabric of our daily ives in business,
in community and in famaly. We know
that opportunities come only to those
who have their sensitivities and instincts
sharpened to seize the moment as it
comes. We can ba so if wa pray to the
Holy Spirit to send those winds of
change o alter our sensitivities and in-
stincts. to grant us the urgency to serve,
to love God.

Pushing against the rock

Another crucial factor bears
down on this equation towards authen-
tic service. That is, that we must not just
be caught up with the service of the
Lord, but with the Lord of the service.
The best time (o see the difference be-
tween those two statements is usually
when the service activity is seemingly a
“failure”

This story should provide the
encouragement. A man was sleeping at
night in his cabin when suddenly his
room was filled with light and the Savior
appeared. The Lord explained that the
man was to push against the rock with
all his might

Jaryleo

Callers

! Thess. 5:14; Heb. 18-25

Those in service as callers

are responsible for contacting as many
members as possible 1o remind them of the
need to attend BCBP functions. Callers
may also be dctivated to inform members
of important BCBP happenings, to request
pravers for a brother or sister who may be
sick or undergoing some testing.

Greeters
Philewmon 4-7; 1 Thess, 5:16-18

This is an area of service for joy-
Fial people! Weleoming members and new-
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Service is an

Opportunity to

LLOowve

This the man did, day after day.
For many years he toiled from sun up to
sundown, s shoulders set sguarely
agammst the cald, masswe surface of the
unmoving rock, pushing with all his
might. Each night the man returned to
his cabin sore, and worn out, feeling that
his whole day had been spent in vain,

Seaing that the man was show-
ing signs of discouragement, Satan de-
cided to enter the picture by placing this
thought into the man's mind: *You have
been pushing against that rock for a long
time, and it hasn't budged. Why Kill your-
self over this? You are never going to
move it" thus giving the man the im-
pression that the task was impossible
and that he was a failure. These
thoughts discouraged and disheartened
the man. “"Why kill myself over this?” he
thought. “I'll just put in time, giving just
the minimum effort and that will ba good
enough.”

comers o BCBP functions, making first-tim-
ers feel at home, introducing members 1o
others whom they may not know vet, just
helping everyone feel at home in the BCBP
- this is the responsibility of a greeter,

Physical Arrangements
I Cor. 12:5

Are the tables arranged properiy?
Are there enough chairs? What about flow-
ers, song books, sound system, lights?
Blackboard and chalk? Are there enough
waiters (o handle the crowd if food s being
served? Ifvou like 1o take care of things like
these, volunteer for this area of service.

And he planned to do that until
one day he decided to make it a matter
of prayer and take his troubled thoughts
to the Lord. “Lord”, he said, °| have la-
bored long and hard in your service,
putting all my strength to do that which
you have asked. Yet, after all this time, |
have not even budged thal rock by half
a milimeter

What is wrong? Why am
I faiting?"

The Lord responded compas-
sionately, “My friend, when | asked you
to serve me and you accepted, | tolkd
you thal vour task was push against the
rock with all yvour strength which is what
you have done. Mewver once did | men-
tion to you that | expecled you to move
it. Your sk was o push. And now you
come to me, with all your strength spent,
thinking that you have failed. But is that
really so?”

unvoreuNiiias in tn= B3C30

Secretarial
I Cor. 16:13-14

The chapter secretariat is always
Iooking for willing hands to help keep chap-
ter records, membership lists, and o help
coordinate and administer the many chap-
ter activities going on at the same time. This
service involves putting order and direction
into the work of the chapter.

Treasury
Acis 6:2-3

Suill another area of service 15
helping the chapter reasurer in his many
duties. These may include selling

We can endire life’s wrongs because we know God will make things right.
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* Look at yourself. Yourarms are
strong and muscled, your back sinewad
and brown, your hands are callowsed
from constant pressure, and your legs
have bacome massive and hard.
Through opposition you have grown
miuch and your abities now surpass that
which you used to-have. Yet you haven't
moved the rock. But your calling was to
be obedient and to push and exercisa
your faith and trust in My wisdom, This
you have done. |, my fmend, will now
move the rock.”

Al imes, when we hear a word
from God, we tend to use our intellect
to decipher what he wants, when actu-
ally what God really wants is just simple
CBEDIENCE and FAITH in HIM. By all
means, exercise the faith that moves
mountaing, but it is still God who moves
the mountains

What a difference it makes to
be focused on the Lord of the sanace
rather than on the servica of the Lord.
So let us continue to serve him with sin-
certy and urgency not missing the valu-
able opportunities 10 love. g,

Sarvic2 voogoeiyniii=s i N 3039

meal tickets during breakfasts, accounting
for raffle tickets for BCBP special func-
tions, helping concessionaires during
BCBP-sponsored bazaars, other fund rais-
ing aclivities.

Kapatiran
Col. 3:23-24

Being on the KAPATIRAN staff
will enable you to exercise your talents in
gathering information, inwerviewing person-
alities, reporting on BCBP events, writing
g, computer type-setting. helping in the
‘anwork and layout of the newsletier. No
experience is needed, all assistance s wel-
comed!

I Tiers, G2 18-19

One helpful service is to offer vour
car to provide transportation to and from
BCBP mestings. Several couples could
form one car pool and ke tums in using
their respective cars. Wives whose husbands
are on out-of-town trips would greatly ap-
preciate this service.

Special Ovcasions
Gl g:9- 1

Chapter heads, mission directors,
unit leaders are always happy to have some-
one volunieer to help plan sports activitaes,
family outings. fellowship evenings, and
children’s programs. Don't wail for the oc-
casion 1o present itself; offer your talent
ahead of time for it to be most appreciated!

Intercessory Prayers
1 Tim 2:02; Jarmes $:13-16

This s an arca of service that all
BCBP members can participate in and ben-
efit from. Praying for others not only draws
Giod's blessings on the one in need but 5015
a great faith-builder of the one praying. If
every action group had one or two members
1o serve as full-lime intercessors for the
Brotherhood as a whole and for individual
members as requesied, what a reservoir of
spiritual strength there would be!

Teacking Minisiry
Psafn 78:5-8
Some have the gift of being able to

fyving and organizing God's truths in easy-
to-use and understand formats, All these
abilities are needed in the teaching minis-
try. This service provides resources and
speakers for the different teaching tracks in
the BCBP.

Book Table
2Cor9:12

Omne way to grow spiritally i to
fecd one's mind continually with a regular
diet of Christian literature. Helping man the
book tahle, advising others on which books
they might like 1o read is what is required
in the book table service. [f you like to read,
this is a good area of service for you,

Mission Activities
Mark 16:15: Acts 1:8

Introsducing Christ 1o others, wit-
nessing Gexd's love 1o them and leading them
into a closer relationship with the Lord is
truly rewarding service, Mission activitics
include serving in Christian Life Programs,
in chapter outreaches, in the men’s break-
fasts and ladics’ luncheons, in Catholic

teach others; some have the talent of identi-  Evangelization Training Programs.
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‘ ‘ e use the word “walk” literally as we lost

our wheels (car) in an accident a couple of years ago.
That particular incident gave us a better appreciation for
our feet in discovering the location of the residences of
members whenever the jeepney, tricycle or pedicab
could no lenger bring us to the doorstep of a household
action group meeling or some other BCBP activity.

Walking through the roads and alleys or path-
ways, whather in the heat of the sun or in the dampness
of a drizzle, we are always filled with satisfaction be-
cause of the smiles generated whenever we ask for di-
rections to the residence of a brother or sister. Also, we
feel closer to nature and the environs we walk through,
Attimes, when we get lost or find difficulty in locating a
member's home, the sound of praise songs would lead
us to the place. Then, returning to our own home would
no longer be a problem - with s many brothers and
sisters with cars generously inviting us to ride with them.
We pleasantly recall one rainy evening when, sharing a
small umbrella and sloshing along the road of Dona Maria
Subdivision in Daraga to the residence of Bro. Jun and
Sis. Margi Sevilla where the Music Ministry group was
having a practice session, we kept humming the song
“Walking In the Rain” like two happy teeners. It was
something we had net enjoyed in ages.

Ely and Toty Salazar, BCBP Legaspi

In another instance, we happily recall when
members of an action group we wera shepherding wera
holding unto each other, groping in the dark along the
pathways leading to the home of Bro. Cesar Delgado in
the EM’'s Barrio in Albay District. We held an action
group meeating thera which started at 4:00 p.m. but was
benighted because of the wonderful sharing of each one
- specially the host. We lost track of time, literally.

But the most wonderful feeling we keep experi-
encing is the openness of members in sharing life testi-
monies during action group meetings - experiences
which leave us marveling at the Lord's love and good-
ness brought about through His miracles, blessings and
gifts to each of the sharers. As servant leaders, we feel
doubly blessed - because we keep learning from the
sharings. Despite the pitfalls and frustrations we meel
in our “walk®, we realize He is always with us, guiding
and leading us according to His Way. &

Tre nicest thing abou? flatfery i thel you don 't need e believe I Lo exfoay il
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Bible Sharing

=

The Character
of a SEAVANT &
<

|. The Bible contains many
descriptions of a servant-leader. Check out these
passages for some of those qualities of character that a
servant-leader should possess. Add others that you feel will
make you a better servant-leader. Then evaluate vourself in
each of these qualities. In your BCBP service, how do you
think Jesus would rate you? How do you feel that your fel-
low members would rate you?

A servant is humble. Matthew 10:24; 2 Timothy 2:25
A servant is diligent. Matt, 24:45-47

A servant is busy serving. Luke 17:7,8

A servant should be able to teach. 2 Tim.2:24

A servant 15 patient, 2 Tim.4:2

A servant is obedient. Eph.6:5.6: Tits 2:9

A servant is dedicated. 2 Sam. 15:21

A servant 1s watchful. Luke 12:35-48

A servant is faithful. 1 Sam. 22:14

A servant does not talk back to his master. Titus 2:9

A Christian servant-leader is Spirit-filled. Acts 2:16,18
A servant is available. Luke 9:59-62

A servant is alert to the needs of others. Psalm 123:2

A servant is content with what he has accomplished. Luke
17:10

A servant respects others. | Thessalonians 5:12,13

2. Being a servant is not so much a question of dif-
ficulty (1 don’t think | can handle that; or, I'm not very
good at singing). as it is of willingness. If we are willing to
serve, God will provide us the talents, the means and the
opportunities 1o serve. Are we worthy to be His servants?
Probably not...but see what the Bible has to say about this.

Mark 3:13 | Corinthians 4: ]
2 Corinthians 4:7 Mark 4:12
Cralatians 2:20 John 12:26

Being a Good
, SERVANT:

Ten questions to ask before
you complain to or about

your leaders
Organizations are full of im-
perfections that catch our allen-
ticn and prompt us to complain. We
dash off nodes to cur leaders, or comer
them after the assembly or breakfast. |s cur
input helpful and constructive, of i5 it menehy mur-
muring? Next time, before complaining, check your
attitude by asking yvourselfthese 10 questions

1. Am | certain God is leading me to address this
problem? God might want you to pray, ot confront. Try praying
:Ibmt;gwcmmam daily for a month and watch for God to work

m, 15:5).

2, Am | the problem? God uses imitations to teach and
correct His people. Don't miss the opponlunity to be moided into
His image (Jas.1:2-4),

3. What is my real motive in wanting to complain?
Impure motives include wanting to be noticed or promoted, get-
fing your own way, blaming others, and venting anger. Right mo-
tives are born in love and prayer. They glanfy God and are not
self-serving (1 Cor.13:4-8),

4. Is there a biblical principle behind the matter I'm
addressing? Find out what the Bible teaches on the subject
You might discowver that your complaint is based on personal taste
or siyle rather than on an essential issue (2 Tim. 2:15).

5. Am | being humble, gentle, and patient, bearing
with others in love? Step back and look at yourself from God's
perspective (Eph.4:1-3).

6. Am | submitting to my church leaders, or am |
demanding that things be done my way, and in my timing?
Bawara! Your “vision” or “desire for excellence” might actually be
acase of disguised rebellion (Heb, 13:17).

7. Am | genuinely grateful for the leaders God has
placed ower me? If you have consistently affirmed your leaders
for what they have done well, your recommendations for change
will be given and received with grace and love (Thess. 5:12-13).

8. Am | demanding perfection from my leaders?
Leaders are real people with weaknesses just like yours, Instead
of criticizing them from afar, try holding up their arms like Aaron
and Hur did for Moses (Ex. 17:8-13).

8. Can | state my input in the form of constructive
suggestions rather than complaint or criticism? Wrile oul
your ideas and reread them over the next several days. Screen
out any hint of anger. Be helpful, not hurtful (Col, 2:12-14)

10. Am | willing to be part of the solution? Your will-
ingness to help solve the problem gives validity to your recom:-
mendations. Back up your words with actions. And cover eveny-
thing you do with love (Col. 3:23-24)
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Ways to encourage your

servant-leader

Know him/her and understand him. Listen to his personal
needs, What motivates him? What are his concerns? What
energizes him?

Compliment him/her on a specific strength or talent. Many
times we appreciate him silently but he cannot read our minds:

we need to appreciate him verbally. How about a phone call,
or an e-mail?

Speak highly of him/her to others. Nothing encourages a servant-
leader like your public statements about him. He may never
know what you said, but the positive feelings have a wave-like
effect throughout an organization.

Show him/her your support by submitting willingly to his'her
leadership, Just because something goes wrong is no reason for
us to dump him and transfer to another service ministry. Help
your servant-leader overcome the difficulty and all of vou
will be strengthened in llw;pmem If something in his service
disturbs you, talk with him about it before complaining.

Pray for him/her and love him/her. Prayers and unconditional
love work wonders in molding and strengthening

servani-leaders in their tasks. And as they become better

servant-leaders, it becomes easier to

‘be an active. supportive
follower.

The dovr by eternal life opens fn the present, not in the future, nel in the past,
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Gui’deiﬁnes
For Christian

1. Evangelize ourselves first before we
serve others.
2. Be sincere.
3. Demonstrate faith through actions.
4. Use the gifts that God has given us
for the good of others.
5. Be a good Christian example 1o others
P in the way vou live.
6. Put God first - do everything for God's glory.
7. Be humble, don’t brag about your good works.
8. Serve (love) your enemies as well as those people
vou like.
9. Serve others unselfishly. Don’t expect something in
return for helping others. God will reward vou.
10. Visit the sick, feed the hungry, help those who
most need your help both materially and especially
spiritually,
11. Do not get tired of doing good.
12. Do everything with true Christian love.
13. Always keep busy doing the Lord’s work
without complaining.
14. Serve others by helping them become
stronger Christians to build up the body
of Christ.
15. Seek to know God’s will for us so
that we will be able to carry out the

good deeds he has prepared for us
1o do.

L
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Cywnrhis dansd
Cawdte Clugrrach

ﬁﬁMUS'IC

| have alwavs been a lover of
music and | know that music soars in
m¥ soul and reaches out to the inner-
most recesses of my being. Music 1s
always beantiful since it speaks of what
is in the heart of a person making the
music. It tiles, soars, beats or flows ac-
cording (o how | would like to express
it through instruments, voice or both. If
the eves are the windows of the soul,
music is the expression of the soul and
the language of the heart.

Hopes and ideals, dreams and
visions, doubts and fears, jovs and sor-
rows, love and hate, life and death can
all be told through every sound, tone
and rhythm that it plays.

I love music for it brings me
closer to my God. Since music makes
it possible for our emotions to transcend
over the boundaries of this world to a
world of peace and joy....towards the
spiritial realm, 1 am able to get in touch
with my spirit and let my spirit soar to-
wards the Great Spirit of God.

When we are able to let music
fill owr soul and lead us towards our
Maker, music becomes a prayer, and
because the basis of music is the truth
that the heart speaks, | know that my
communication with our Eternal Father
iz more felt and more powerful. Music
leads me to an encounter with my Lord
and | know that | can always go back to
that beautiful experience with Him if [
play back the music that [ led my spirit
towards that beautiful moment in time.

S0 sing on, my heart, sing on.....
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When asked to serve in the BCBP, we sometimes hear this answer:
“Once my work situation is okay, then I’ll have to serve.” Danny Silbor
recently faced this situation but took a different approach.

He put service to the Lord through the BCBP first and
then the Lord gave him a much better job.

E’.:‘fmmm:‘.f J:1 "He has a right

fime for everything, He has given us a de-
Fire to know the fuliere but never giver us
the satisfaction of fully undersianding wha
He does. "

Seprember 1997 1 was thankful for
the Lord for what | thooght was a well-de-
served promotion at work with all incipient
privileges. Similarly, my wife Tess also had
a promotion. Despite my lukewarm attitude
m service, we felt we were still being watched
over closely by the Lord. [ felt guilty and
thankful a1 the same time.

Meanwhile, in the office, the Phil-
ippine franchise was making a name for it~
self in Asia, due mainly to the efforts of Phil-
ippine employees. The UK head office de-
cided to send a guy from down under to “help
irain and develop” Philippine employees. In
effect all it did was to place a foreigner in a
position that should have becn available to
Falipmos who were to be promoted.

February 1998, Soon it became ob-
vious to every Filipino in our company that
it had 1o be the other foreigner or me. Al-
readv sensing that the Lord was already
knocking me back to my spiritual senses, |
accepted a chance to give a talk in CLP 27.
My action groap, as well, became very ac-
tive in that CLP. I religiously attended the
music ministry praclice sessions and 1 af-
tended the breakfast whenever [ could.

During this ime | was able to at-
tend a Don Moen concert. One of my action
eroup members approachied me and said that
he had a sense from the Lord that more trials
will come my way. True encugh, in the next
meeting by mid April. my “religiously chal-
lenged™ boss criticized my performance de-
spite the fact that | had met all the argets
given me | was asked to resign. h

or Haw the Lard
gave me a job

Danny Silhor. Makari Chapter
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A RIGHT TIME... from page 25

A 1 submitied my resignaiion let-
ter, this undesirable alien shamchessly said
b ez thad [ should even be grateful for this
chance 1o leave the company “with dignity.”

“Lord 1 don't understand bot ['ac-
cept” said one of last year's breakinst shar-
ers. Sirach 2 seconds this attitude. “Accept
what ever happens 1o yor Even if vou sl
Jer humiliarion, be Jatient. © Ecclesfasies
341 .. He never gives us the satisfaction
af fully wnderstanding what he does.”

BCRP  ard wchion Eroup fo e
rescue. | ran immediately 1o my brothers and
sisters in the BCBP who were very reassur-
ing in their help. At that montent, [ recog-
nized that the Lord was starting 1o rescue
me in His own way,

o,
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Irinrersion In service. As | began
my Job scarch af a leisurely pace, | im-
meersed myself in Brotherhood activities with
il vergeance. vYengeance...the wond seemed
o haunt me. The femptation fo get back at
my former employers kept entering my mind.
I genuinely felt that the offense had 1o be
corrected if only for the sake of the job se-
curity of close friends who were still work-
ing for the company.

Scripture, personal sharings,
books, teachings including encouraging
words from my brothers and sisters in the
community - all these “re-spiritualized” my
thoughts during this period of uncertainty.
It was amazing how they were provided for
me at mosi convenienl times. .oty dicr-

The economic conditons
were not friendly to hiring

Tivis wars peod @ good fmie fo b fok-
lexs, The economic conditions were nol
friendly 1o hiring. | was nearly forty years
old with prematurely graying hair. If was like
enfening a very dark room where vou can't
see a thing. All vou hear is a vore saying
“Just be patient, keep calm, trust Me and
believe in yourself. Listen to Me and 1'l
show vou which way to go.!™

ing BCBP activities. During one of the
Men’s breakfasts, 1 was asked to wrile the
dedication for the sharers gift book. The
title? *The problem and power of Forgive-
ness!” The sharer during that fime gave a
powerful example of forgiveness in the cor-
porate world, At about the same time | got
my first two rejected job applications, |
attended a chapter teaching night and the

topic from Matthew was studded with
words “Don 1 worry about temomow.” Dur-
ing the Lenten retreat, the priest said “Be
thankful for your sufferimg...it gives you the
chance to share with the sufferings of
Christ.™

The spiritual struggle was by no
means over. Recurring, desturbing thoughts
continued 10 add to the stress of being
jobless at near forty. | had apprehensions
sbout my interviews, [ had 1o dyve my
prematurely gray hair 10 avoid any biases
during meetings with prospective employ-
ETs,

Defiverance. One afternoon, while
having merienda in Greenbelt, [ felt a sense
of fleeting helplessness. | ended my prayer
before meals by uttering the hearifelt words
“Lord, help me, I'm suffering.” Minutes af-
ter that, | spoke to my wife over the phone. |
leamed that someone had called me at home

and was trying to schedule an interview for
Wednesday. It was with a company whaom |
have never heand of and had not applied with.
Crur Lord had been very busy.

May. | was asked by the presi-
dent of the company several questions.
One of them was about my age. I, bravely
enough, told him that | was thirty-nine. (No,
he didn’t ask me if | was using hair color)
Pgxi gquestion: 5o Danny what glse do you
do? My answer was immediate: | am a
Catholic Charismatic and a member of the
BCBP Makati Chapter. The conversation
after that was a discussion of my priorities
in life and how 1 look at things in the light
of my being a BCBP member. The
president’s last words to me during this in-
terview was “Give us time bo construcl an
offer and we'll call yvou before the week
ends.™

aprself o their plece.

Tadtead of puiiag ofbers in thelr plece fry paiiin
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Larry d¢ Larasabal
Mlnkan L eapler

There was a crowd of disciples who followed Jesus
1o Capernaum. hoping io hear him speak. lesus gave them a
discourse on the Eucharist,
you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, vou have no life in vou (lohn 6:53). At this those
present quarreled and interrupted Jesus with their objections;
they would not accept this cannibalistic practice Jesus
preached. They were outraged and most left him, They did
not bother to find out what Jesus meant. This must have been
a painful experience for Jesus. The only ones who staved
behind were his faithiul apostles.

Jesus does not bother to explain what he meant. The
aposties have their eves fixed on Jesus, perhaps hoping for a
further explanation. But Jesus does not explain, nor does
he call back those who lefi, but allows them 1o leave. He

“Let me salemnly assure vou, if

_ REFLECTIONS™ 27

One Minute Meditation

EVEE"
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“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of efernaf life.” (Jafn

Spraliec
c=mBEE v
“68)

does not force anyone to follow him. He expects us to be-
lieve and accept hiswords, without question or hesitation.
He then tums 1o his apostles and asks, “Do you want o
leave me t0o?” Those who stayed behind did so from
conviction, although they did not understand. In reply to
the Lord’s question, Peter answers, “Lord, to whom shall we
.

Today, we find among some Christians the same at-
titude, where they also find it hard to believe the very same
words lesus uttered. They try to find other meanings to what
Jesus said by interpreting the Lord’s words as symbolic and
not factual. Jesus preached and taught in a manner people
would clearly understand. The bible certainly does not in
any way state that Jesus spoke symbolically. Where do these
people get this idea?

Dear Jesus, thank you for providing us with this Bread that gives life. You left this world, but

retained your presence in the Eucharist, precisely to give us strength to meet and overcome
the problems this world gives. We know we are nof worthy to partake of this meal, but we
believe that your great love for us provides us with the merit we need to receive you. Amen.

Prayer

A RIGHT... from page 26

Second fnterview, ane week later.
| called on my action group for prayers again,
Likewise | adopted the amtitude of ketting the
Lord do His work and I'll accept whatever
he will give me

As | faced the president, |
thought, " This is it.” He began by saying
they're just a low profile company in the
industry, in fact he was very apologetic. He
then proceeded to describe whal my life weill
be with them.

Ihe compensation package offered
1o me was something that 1 could not have
camed even if | staved with my present
company for a vear. My age was never a li-

ability but a qualification...an evidence of

my expernence in Marketing. It looked
like a very challenging but rewarding job
The Lord made sure [ got the job [ deserved
based on my qualifications and experience

The best thing of all is that | got my wish
that | would be based in Makati..near my
wifc's office. my son’s school and my house
i nearby Paranagues. There would also be
Eesser field work and the office was very near
the Makati Sports Club where the Break-
fasts were held. God not only set the right
time for everything bat the nght place as well.

As a bonus the president of the
company repeated that as part of the chal-
lenge, he expected me to iry my best to ap-
ply BCBP principles while I 'was managing
one of their depariments and during trans-
actions with big cliems. We both knew that
this would not be easy. On that very day |
wils infrodoced to their <1afl 8= 3 new ¢m-
plovee and as a renewed Christian, | am con-
vinced that one of the crucial favorable fsc-
tors that 1 got this job was my membership
in the Brotherhood,

God's ways are wondrous indeed.
God made this happen since hedidn't like
the previous job [ was in. Ephesians 1011
i) ,I'.Frr'.l:lgl e e aresarding o Godd's
plan and decision.” He gave me the job
He wanied for me, not what [ wanted for
mysell, The admonition n Si@Ach 2:3
Sty with the Lord and you will be pros-
perons.” was really being fulfilled in my
life

Lintil mwow | kave no idea how that
company sot hold of my application. But |
know that the Lord protects...the Lord pro-
vides!

Whether it's four decades or a hun-
dred years won't really matter if you are in
the Hands of a Timeless, Age-less, Eternal
Giod.

Turning forty isn’t so bad after

all. g
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From Cries to Kisses

nn empty nest” is the idiom for a home where all

the children have grown and married or moved out,
leaving the parents alone by themselves. You

must be thinking: What is she talk-
ing about, all her children are
under ten! Well, in a way, | am
having an empty nest experience.
The reason: Mia, our youngest,

started school in June.

OFf course, nothing comes for free; this
only happens after the usual mad hour when
the kids are fed and bathed and readied for
school. Mo moming passes withoul mankent,
One sleepyhead may need to be practically

rolled off his bed: another might
pefuse - yup, evén under threat
of extinction by matemal
hands - to/iake a bath
Thers is breakfast bick-
ering, bheon quality con-
trol and always, always, the
mi:s'inr. shoe, or book, or -
heaven forbid - homework.
Fimally (whew!) they are all set
As | watch the van rolling off - on
- lucky days when we have a driver, of
D o ARt AT o course - o deliver them 10 those educa-
et b e = tional instilutions that bum a hole in our
R e pockets cach quarter, a transformation oeurs.
My nosirils, which have been breathing fire, re-
lax and take in a breath of for-adults-only air. My
palpitations, not to be mistaken for the fluttering of the
Haly Spirit’s wings, cease, and miy blood stops boiling. |
can now happily look forward to three hours of gentle, golden,
gloripus S1ILENCE.
Ahhhhhh, bliss! For three hours, Lam free. That's
130 minutes! 10,800 seconds! What do | want (o do this
moming? | can read a book, or have a leisurely break-
fast with Melson, or take & walk, even waich TV,
or call my Mom, or lounge arcund! Amyvthing
goes!! OF course, the fact is | actually setle down to
do my paperwork or some chores around the house, but
that does not diminish the thrill of liberation. h‘

A Sadvandi r
Makati Chspier

—

=N md melsuse thonehis lest vor aecessardly misnse things o wall ™ = Meaomi
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Teaching

Teenagers
About God

"How can we expect the Bible to make more of an
impact on our young peopke than Jemry Springer or “Titanic™?

“Why would they listen o us about baauty whean
they have pornographic magazines readily avaitable? Or
why would they believe in the natural thrill of team spors
when they have alcohol or drugs instead?
And why would they believe in the true love of God when
they have been taught that they are gods?”

| suggest seven ways for teaching teenagers about

God:
: -Finding appropriate ways to share personal sto-
res.

-Telling the Scriplures as stones of God's uncondi-
tional love. -

-Telling the stories
of the sainis.

-Expounding on
the teenager's no-
tions of what's valu-
able and beautiful.

-Allowing
fime for silance,

-Offering di-
rection about the un-
avoidable realities of life,
such as death, hard work
and the eventuality of suffering in love

-Encouraging teenagers to get imvolved in the lives
of the dying, poor, elderly and those who are different from
themselves or those of whom they are suspecious or afraid.

Messages of wealth without work, politics without
principles, knowledge without character and redigion with-
out sacrifice are resulting in feelings of narcissism, fear and
depression among young people. They speak but don't com-
municate and relate but don't experience intimacy. This
makes what we do even more important. - Bishop Gordon
Bannell, Catholic News Service.

THE EMPTY... from page 28

For
Semieone who
hears “Mom-mee! whis-
pered, moaned, cried or
Leramed once cvery tweniy seconds
or 50, to be spared for any length of time is a relief, To be spared
over 500 calls is like winning the lottery! To walk around the
house without a little head popping out of any old comer to demand
a story or tell a comy joke or ask why the dog is scaatching, eicetera,
elcetera, is a welcome change, A whole moming without having to
referee a fight or sending someone 10 the comer or screaming
“Stop” 5 positively  oh-s0-good (forgive the redundancy) on the
nervies, Three entire hours of being mysell - not someocne’s alanm
clock or bulletin board or scraichpad: or floor map or tissue paper -
healthy for the self-esteem. And, reward of rewards, | can take a
bath without interruption. Somehow, [ feel cleaner this way than
when |"ve been conducting conversations and making judgment calls
while bathing

And 50, peacefully, I sit with my journal, scribbling notes
about the book I'm reading, making myself reminders, updating my

“The more you grosr in grac

Q11 checklist, while leisurely sipping my iced coffec and enjoying
my scrumptious 10-minutes-10-prepare submarine sandwich, Or |
work in our home office, relishing the fact that | don't need to feel
embamassed about the funny background naises in my business calls,
or produce paper for coloring. nor break my flow because someone
wanis 1o “make singit” on my computer

Or | do some chores: | go around the house, picking things
up, grateful that 1 will mot have toode 50 again for anpther couple of
hours af least. | spy a slip of paper on'the floor and smile at the
words on if: munkee, clefant, acquaryum. Another piece of paper is
covered with flowers and knobby-limbed stick figures, pink and
purple and prenty. Tidying up the children's rooms, | put away the
book we read last night, chosen after a tong and hard debate, A
|r_'|l"||.'|'_l.'.'il:l;-|'tl:|1 'I-lguﬁ! |;'u:|£1-:.1 ﬁ'l;rrﬂ benn;llhupi"l;lw..uhn._ ECHTREOE Tnist
have been playing even afier lighis-oui.

Chosing my eyes, | can picture these rooms in their naturmal
state: zoo-like, a meénagerie of clothes and toys and collected trea-
sures, busy and bustling. | can almost hear their voices, shrill and
top-of-lungs, demanding attention. urgently, vibrantly alive. [ can
almost feel the tug of litke finges n my clothes, the limbs climb-
ing all overme, to hug, o touch, toembrace, Eacerly, my evelids fly
open, and | amy quite surprised to realize | am alone, in rooms that
are neat, still, vacane, like an empty nest,

5o my office work done to an exieni, my noles somewhat
updated and my house somewhat tidy, 1 take a decp breath and get
the car Kevs: it's midday, ket me fedch the girls. We'll have lunch,
el stories. practice ABC’s, and pretty soon the kuyas will' amrive
and the fun will really begin! 1 think "ve had enough of this empty
nest. For now. g

JPRIT R TR _l|"4.| Wi, = BErsard
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If we sincerely desire God, changes are called for. A good place to begin is
with our attitudes. Nancy surveys 13 areas of spiritual attitudes known
to be Christlike and suggests that if we practice and develop them,

our spiritual growth will be progressing in the right direction.
She maintains it is the Holy Spirit who guides
this process to its completion.

GROWING IN THE SPIRIT...

Fourth in a series

ATTITUDES FOR

ome have said that “spiritual-
ity” can only be lived fully when we get to
heaven. Others maintain that by living a
moral life, being a decent citizen or a social
reformer is equivalent to being “spiritual.”
Then there are those people who live out their
lives in adichatomy believing that spiritual-
ity is something separate from the resi of life,
like being a *Sunday Christian.”

In the BCBP we attend the Chris-
tian Life Program, regular breakfasts, action
group meetings twice a month, worship as-
semblies and teachings, and fellowship gath-
erings. [n our parish we regularty participate
im the Sacraments, go to church on Sundays
and as many other days as possible, become
lay ministers or minksters of the Word, join

parish organizations and activities. Docs do-
ing all this constitute living a spirftual life?

I don't think so. These activities
will, of course, help strengthen our faith and
help give our journey with Jesus focus. But
“spirituality” 15 not merely doing things.
Spirituality in general is the innermost as-
pect of religion; spirituality is a matter of
“being.”

| have heard and read many defini-
tions of Christian spirituality but the one that
I feel 1ouches the core of the matter is this:
Christian spirituality is the imward journey
of the human spiril inlo e very Reart of
Crosgd, der clwenll shere with Christ and the Holy
Spirit in full awareness forever.

Living a life of spirstuality does no
require particular external conditions, a dif-
ferent “state” in life, or the abundance or lack
of one’s wealth. Since it is an inward jour-

Nancy R. Catan= ——

ney what only is required is that we tumn
within deeply and consistently enough 1o
find God in our heart and ourselves in the
loving heart of God, Gregory of Nyssa, in
the fourth century, savs, "I vou but retum
to the grace of the Image...you will have all
you seck in yourselves...God is indeed in
you.”

The spiritual life then is essentially
interior. Marilyn Gustin in her book “You
Can Know God: Christian Spirituality for
Daily Living™ (Liguori Publications, USA.
¢ 1993) says that if our inner life is full, our
spirituality will overflow into the extemals
of our living, not the other way around. If
we truly desire a closer relationship with
God, it soon becomes evident that inside
changes and transformation are called for.
She believes that a good place to begin to
practice is with our attitudes.

Procrawinatian iv really a form of ssl)=i
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SPIRITUAL... from page 33

Fransformation begins with aftitudes

Anitudes ane inner states, positions,
stances, much more than thoughts or emo-
tions. They are habitual and are often based
on assumptions we have nol vet examined.
Allitudes are like filters through which we
c_ﬁpl:riv:n-:: every aspect of our life. Some-
temes such attitudes that are consistent with
growing townrd God in our beart have been
called “virtues.”

Mepative attitudes are inferior re-
alities that actually hinder the wark of the
Spirit in us. They contract or even close our
heart s0 we cannot receive the Lord,

When we practice virfuous attitudes
we “actually participare in God Himself™” 51,
Giregory says. Bt is with our attitedes, then,
that we can decide for or against the action
of the Spirit within us. 51 Grogory contine
ues, “The aim of the life of vintwe is 10 be-
come like God so that the form of transcen-
dent Being might be revealed in them.”

Crustin says that in generl, one may
work well with all anitedes by taking these
SlEps;

| Pray for God's grace and help.

<. Be willing to change and to see
woirself as ' in process,”™

3. Keep track of what helps, be
reddy 1o drop what does
not help.

4. In all éMorts,
give thanks.

After reflecting
on these thirneen areas, [
found that for me to nour-
ish all these antiudes at
once was a daunting task.
How would [ memorize
them all for momentary
recall during my prayer
times? | remembered the
maxim that there is no
such thing as an instant
Christian. So | decided 10
begin with working on
omne attitude a month. Yes, itis a slower pro-
cess but, for me, a surer one. One month is
time enough to delve into the deeper aspects
of that particular “anitede for the month,”
place it firmly in my heart and mind, and
begin to practice it exterally. From time to
time [ write it down in the top margin of my
daily journal pages so it will be a constant
reminder during the month, One month is
also time enough to begin to develop the

Attitudes are
Inner states,
positions,
stances,

much more

thoughts or
emotions.

habit of practicing that attitude
and so0 the carry-over into the fol-
lowing months is easier. As time goes
by, that attitude becomes ingrained in
my life, both interiorly and extemnally. Let
us not take a quick look at these antitudes
for spirival wholeness.

A deep desire, yearning, and fove for
Grod.

Many of us sometimes take this
attitude for granted. As Christians this
i nomally expected of us, much mare
&0 @3 repcwed Christians and BCBP
members. We see this deep desire and
vearning for God during the BCBP and
the baptism in the Spiril cercmonies. The fire
continues 1o burn for a while and then be-
gins to lose its honess, leading the lukewarm
Christian to backslide. It seems that the ati-
tude of yeaming and deep desire are the em-
powering source of encrgy for our walk, our
spiritual journey. Haven't vou known peaple
whose desire for God is so great that cvery-
thing else seems to come almast of iself?
Review the lives of holy people throughout
the ages and yvou will find this attitude a com-
mon factor,

To nourish this yeamning we need
to storm the gates of heaven with our prayers
(1 Thess. 5:17), we need
to feed on scripture
{Joshua |:8), practice
some form of centering or
contemplative prayer and
seek God's will in all
things (Jeremiah 29:11-
13). We also nourish our
longing for God by re-
membering him as con-
stanily as we possibly
cam for remembering God
is a way of loving Him
and cherishing Him.

than

Trast amd conieni-
e,

Happiness and joy arc pushed away
by cur discontent. So is God. A closer look
shiows us that contentment is based on com-
plete trust in God.

[hscontent arises often from two
aftitwdinal habits, neither one of which is
wseful to spiritual life. One is desire or fear
projected into the unknown Future. So what
iff we do noet know the future? Like Tsaiah

BACK TO BASICS T 37

(Is. 4%:13-
16} it is enough
that Ged is in
charge, He will not
forget us, and He is
all-knowing about what is best for us. The
second source of discontent is comparing
frirselves to ofhers, Agam; we necd to re-
member that God Knows what is best for us
and gives it to us {Romans 8;28).

Devatfon amd self-giving.

Devotion is the warmth of our love
for Giod while self-giving is that &ct and at-
titude of giving ourselves to God and His
will for us. As we express our devotion (o
God, it grows. How we express it does not
matter 0 much as the fact that we cooper-
ate with God in our heart when we do ex-
press it.

Drevodion can be expressed in many
simall ways inour daily lives: & moment”s
exir pause when we genuflect, invisible to
others but enough to let our heart bow, too;
puiting & picture of Jesus on our desk in
our workplace; humming a hymn to God as
wework. We give of ourselves as we offer
our activities to the Lord during the day, one
at atime, Self-giving also mcludes offering
our emotions and our thoughts to God and
being aware of our love and joy in God mio-
ment by moment.

A sense of ifre sacred.

Some days trudge by us so slowly
we gel bored and day-dream of all the excit-
ing things we could be doing “if only...”
Some days whiz by in a blur so that we aren't
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ewen able o remember what happened, only
that we were soooo busy! Or, no matier what
happens we take it for granted, remain “cool™
and unawed by it all. This is one of the mod-
em-day tragedies playing itselfout in our
everyday lives - we lose 1ouch with an aware-
ness of the sacredness of the moment, of the
miracles through which God reminds us of
His presence.

When facthitating a contemplative
retreat in Caleruega, Batangas in the middle
of a severe min and wind storm, | was wait-
ing for participants to amrive and sort of won-
dering why was there such a bad storm at
the very time of the rereat. Walking along a
dark walkway after the evening meal trying
io prevent my umbrella from tuming inside
out and from getting myself completely
soaked in the rain, all of a sudden the gar-
den lights wamed on. Right beside me the
leaves of the plants and spires of grass glis-
tened like diamonds. shimmering and spar-
kling gaily despite the stormy weather, reas-
suring me of God's presence at the height of
the storm. Now [ could have hurried by in
my haste to get to a warm dry shelter, bt |
stopped 10 savor the sacredness of the mo-
mend

We need to be aware of the hali-
ivess and sacredness of every moment and of
all creation, recognizing the divine Lord in
all the world, in all our life, in ourselves.
We can praciice & sacred inner attiude by
stapping for a briel moment to ponder the
mirecacies of the petals of a flower, by lis-

.
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tening with our heart to the sound of the rain
on the pavement, by spending a fiew minutes
E_azing with love at a .-:Inupins child, h}- LEe-
ing a bit of God in the face of another hu-
man being. by siting quietly in an emply
church enpoving the presence of God,

tions instead of giving advice, wants to un-
derstand more than to explain, recognizes
that mistakes are good teachers so is com-
fortable making them. The learner 15 mone
relaxed than the performer and open rather
than tense and closed.

Devotion can be expressed in many small
ways in our daily lives: putting a picture

of Jesus on our desk in our workplace;
humming a hymn to God as we work.

Rejoice in all poodness

A holy man once said, “Happy is
the one who views the welfare and progress
of all men with as much joy as if it were his
o, Joy is its own reward, and consistently
choosing it will align our emotions with re-
ality. Rejoicing opens the heart and draws
us mearer to Christ. Rejoicing is mone than
an aitiude that helps us find God; it becomes
the very natwre of our relationship with Gaod,
ithe guality of that unian we seek.

Humiiliny and willingness,

Im the business milieu, performance
i3 the name of the game. There are goals to
be met, objectivies to be achieved, quotas 1o
be attained, We have 1o be performers il we
want to advamce, Bur if we want 1o hawe an
attitude of humility, we need to be leamers,

[4574]

Gustin points out the dif-
ference between the attitudes
of the performer and e
fearner. The performer in
life wamnis io bescen, wanls
i be mght- or thinks he or
she has to be right. The
perfonmer ines 16 have it
all together and to let
other people know it
He is irying o prove
something, perhaps
quite subtly. Sadly, we
.:-"r]]_ are usually more re-
wirded for our perfor-
mance than for leam-
Ing.
The leamer, on the other
hand, is primarily interested
in growing in any situation and
from any person. The leamer &sks ques-

The: leamer stance is itsell a humble
position, leading to humility. An attitede that
goes along with this is willingness: willing-
ress to be taught, willingness to be opened,
willingness to be loved, willingness 1o be
hurt, willingness to obey God's guidance and
to accept God's gifts. Humility is willing-
ness to go with the flow as you acknowl-
edge that God has control over your life.

Seeing God in all people.

God is not hard to perceive when
we actually look at another from our hear,
However we are often unacquainted with the
Image of God in ourselves, and as a result,
it is harder for us to find Him elsewhere.
This works both ways. As we discover the
Lord 5hining in our cevn hear, we will see
him more easily in others. Likewise, as we
perceive God's presence in our neighbors,
wie will find him more cagily within our-
selves. We need 1o practice seeing God in
the person we are finding fault with or are
criticizing. At first, we can simply close our
mouth 50 as nod to say aloud the thoughts in
our mind. Then we replace every critical
thought with a thought about the person’s
lovely qualities, and this thought will be
strengthened if we say il aloud. Eventually,
Gustin believes that we simply will not see
the laulis.

Kindness and generosiy

Simple kindness to others can be-
come the whaole of a person’s spiriual disca-
pline. The ultimate in Kindness and gener-
osity of heart is forgiveness. To be kind and
generous 1o one who has hurt us {or others)
is a vital and powerful practice. When we
begin it as a practice we soon may find that

(=2

k wo o be heard, arnd shud wr o be @



mpnmm MAGAZINE * July-Auvgerst 1998

SPIRITUAL... from page 35§

Simple kindness to others can become
the whole of a person’s spiritual disci-

pline. The ultimate in kindness and gen-
erosity of heart is forgiveness.

something in us likes being angry or resent-
ful or hurt, And we learn that it is that self-
ishness in curselves we must banle.

The atitude of simple kindness
should also be practiced on ourselves. Are
we kind to our bodies when we smoke or
drink or take drugs? Are we kind to ourselves
when we work 20 hours a day 7 davs a week?
Are we kind to ourselves when our perfec-
tionism, anger or greed damages our relation-
ships with our famiky and friends?

Equanimiry

This is the state in which experi-
encing God is easier and more nearly con-
stant. Full equanimity of mind and emotion
means that nothing affects us, nothing dis-
turbs our peaceful and joyous experience of
life. When we amain equanimity, God is
Present 10 Our awWareness in every moment
and every circumstance. This is what the
spiritual journey is all about - knowing God
and knowing love, deep within. Then we see
God everywhere else as well, undisturbed,
like a reflection in a perfectly still pond.

The practice of equanimity brings
with it a policy of moderation in everything.
We eat moderately, we exercise and sleep
moderately. We possess things moderately,
we work and play moderately. When emo-
tions become immoderate or over-stimulated,
we should pause, take a decp breath, look
around us and then look within, 51, Benedict
advises us to “seek peace and follow after
it,” for in peace and love we will find God
because “love is the progeny of equanimity.”

Good humor

A laugh a day keeps the wrinkles
away. Have you given yourself an inward
smile today? When we take life with great
solemnity, our ego-centricity is very much
mn control. We need to be able to laugh, ar
oursélves and with ourselves and others - and
I don’t mean laughing ar others.

Two particular practices will inten-
sify our growing awareness of humor and

help us be lighter: don’t hurry, and don’t
winry because tension Kills humaor. Some-
one has said that angels can fly because they
lake themselves lightly. Let’s imitate them.
When we ook for the light side of things
and not wallow in self-seriousness, our hean
will open to the Lord more freely, When we
can laugh ol ourselves, and when spouses or
fricnds can laugh at and with one another’s
pecubizrnties, love is suddenly présent - open-
eved and jov ful,

Perseverance and vigilance.

A good way to define perseverance
is the ability to keep going, one foot in front
of the other, step by step ... The pace is up to
us, the angle of the climb is up to God; the
journey is ours 1o make, the destination is
God s to give.

Warchfulmess is a contemplative
practice. Much happens to us as we grow
spiritually. Some events are wonderful, oth-
ers nol so comfortable as we come face to
face with conditions outside our personal
comfort zone. All lead us to God. It is this
inner walchfulness over our attitudes and
spiritual developrment that requires effort o
minimize if not prevent laxity of spirit.

Leaming any form of inner atten-
Lion is leaming bo watch, to be alert and
awarc. Itis the core of inward praver
and can be practiced at any mo-
ment whatsoever,
Watchlulness, aware-
mess, wigilance - if not
in thiz moment then in ;
the next, vou will surely | F
find the Lord. i S

L

Appreciation of si-

fence  [EnARE T i

Growing up ina ru- :'. 3
ral area of Vermont, on a farm
without TV or any near
neighbors, | learned to .5
wreasure silence. The song ~
of birds, the mooing of the cows, the bark
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ofthe dog, the gurgle of the brook - ves, these
are sounds but they do not intrude noisiky to
disturb the peace, Today | am amazed at how
stedents must “study™ in front of the TV or
with a cacophony of “sounds” drowning out
one"s thowghts, Or why people after coming
home during the rush hour accompanied by
irate homs, loud buses and sidewalk stores
competing for your attention with lowd mu-
sic and sounds, burst inte their homes and
immediately wm on the TV and‘or radio.
What has happened to silence?

Silence does not intermupt sound,
sound interrupts silence. For nearly two
thousand years the value of silence as a
means of finding God has been anested to
by people who sought it in monasteries
or hermitages or other separate ways of
life. But even in those places, they found
that unless the inner being of man knows
silence, an intimate encounter with God is
elusive.

Inner watchfulness will lead us to
silence and the voice of God is more easily
heard in silence. And there between our
breaths, m the pause between breaths, is God,
Giod is only a breath away, ever,

Love

Love is the attitude, the practice,
the way, and the goal. Love is God. When
we are drenched in love, we will become
Christlike by God's loving grace. We will
be home in God, We will be love.

When we are able to practice
this kind of loving spirituality, we will re-
alize that at is the inlegration of all the other

twelve attitudes into one harmoni-

O ous whole, and that we are on
T o Fm our way to spiritual
e B wholeness. gy

X ..-u .4?._:- -
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Third of a T T P TE
Series
The pain
aof misunder-
standing
One  of
the most frustrat-
ing sufferings

Jesus bore niust
have been misun-
derstanding - a
lack of compre-
hension on the
part of those who
loved Him and a
kack of accepiamce

;, Mother Angailicas

on the part of the

authorities, A suf-
fering Savior wis not acceptable to cither. A
spiritual leader who spent time changing
souls instead of governments had no place
in their reginve. He knew what they really
needed 1o enter His Father's Kingdom, bat
they were interested in the kingdom of this
world -they called it living a reality - He
called it death, They thought of this life as
the onky one - He said it was only a place of
exile while we waited for something
greater. He told them the poor were blessed,
and it was berter 1o be virluous than 1o gain
the whaole world, but to them worldly glory
was oo much to pass by for some invisible
reality.

His Apostles were slow to under-
stand the simplest parables and often they

would ask Him for explanations after the

crowds were pone. He tried 5o hard to bring
the Mvstery of the Father’s Love down 1o
the language of children, but even that was
olten beyond the reach of His disciples - the
men destined to go and preach the Good
MNews 1o evervone. He would often look at
them with amazement and say, ~Deo you Rot
wndersiand either? ™ (MK, 7:18) Even His
miraches were misunderstood, His awthority
questioned and His relatives sought Him out
as some madman. His discernment was ques-
tioned because He permitted a sinner 1o touch
Him and His reputation held in suspicion be-
cause He ate with sinners. When He healed
on the Sabbath, He was a lawbreaker and
when He demanded love as the most impar-
tant Commandment, He was labeled an in-
novabor.
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There are hardly any human beings
who hawe not feli this pain of misunderstand-
ing in their lives i some form or ofher. Our
medives are rashly judged or our virtue is
called hypocnisy. Our ideas are 100 bold or
gur caution called iimidity. Chikdrén acguse
parents of interference when loving cormec-
tion warns of danger. We're tagged fanatics
if Jesus is a part of our daily living, but when
tragedy strikes, Job's comforters confront us
with our lack of piety as God's vengeance
strikes us for some hidden resentmenl that
must be lurking in our hearts.

When we're compassionate to-
wards sinners we'ne accused of impru-
dence and when just anger makes us lash out
we are called uncharitable. The list of the
incongruities could be multphed a hun-
dredfold and the more we iry to make them
right, the more entangled we become. But
we can always look at Jesus and know He
enderstands. Like Him, we can do the
Father’s Will according to the light we have
and be at peace. His sufferings formed part
of our redemption - ours form part of our
sanctification,

Fatigue as a holocaust of love

"It began Io blow a gale and the
wnces warre breakinr fire Nae bodl 5o Hhar It
was almost swamped. Bur He (Jesus) was
in the stern, His head on a cushion, axleep. ™
{Mark 4:38-38)

The all powerful God, out of whose
Hands planets and galaxies tumbled, became
i man and was tired! He had reached o point
of physical exhaustion that nefther rain, wind
nor the shouts of fear-gripped men could
overcome. He was dead tired - every muscle,
every bone, every nerve had reached the end
of its endurance and sleep alone would bring
back that energy s0 necessary for the human
bady to function well,

We have all fel tired - tired from
work and ofien tired of work, We all reach a
time when we must stop and rest. IUis at this
fime we can relate to Jesus moa very cone
scious way. He and we know what it means
to be worn oul. We can unite our fatiguc
with His and offer it to the Father as a
holocaust of love and obedience. Our work,
our mission and our state of life accom-
plished according to His holy Will, make
common fatigue a channel of grace and
power. It becomes more than the natural
consequence of exertion, it becomes a sac-
rifice of praise - an act of penance - a per-
sonal holocaust of love. =2
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He offered them love because
He was Love itself... His love

enveloped everyone - it was
they who left the radius
of that love.

Denving our fricnds

"An howr fater anoffier moan in-
sisted sayimg. "This fellow was certainly
with Him. Why, ke is g Galifean ™ My
e, " said Perer, "1 oo mor know whiat vou
awe faiking abont. At thar insiant the cock
crowed arid the Lord inrned looked straiph
at Peter. " {Luke 22:20-61)

We have a tendency to get caughi
up in Peter’s denial in this Scripre pas-
sapge. But have we thought of Jesus? Jesus
heard Peter call a perfect stranger “friend™
and then go on to deny the only true friend
|'I-¢|'.'I-':I-55|.'55-|!l:|.- Jesus. The le,-::u“l. :rl',l-e,:z.ulj Wils
surely crushed. Those who arrested Him
hated Him and although His hean was deeply
hourt, imagine the searing thrab of pain as He
heard with His own ears the rejection of His
Love by a friend,

Peter was the man He had loved
much, given much and depended upon to
carry His message of love 1o the world. Here
He heard him deny he even knew the One he
was o represent on earth, Can any of us
plumb the depths of disappointment and pain
in the soul of Jesus? Perhaps we can, Per-
haps all men can at one time or ancther. Par-
ents are hurt over children who fippantly
throw away their care, advice, love and pro-
tection. Children too, whose hearts cry out
fior love, often see parents unning after the
things that perish and having little concem
for the souls God has entrusted to their care
s parents, Friendship toe can suffer a maor-
tal blow when onc party yields to sugpicion,
distrust, jealousy or misunderstanding.

Yes, all of us can relate in some way
1o the deep hurt in the Heant of Jesus as He
heard His friend and companion deny
knowing Him. Let us unite our pain to His
and give it 1o the Father for the salvation of
souls, when we experience the rejectionofa
lowed one,

Are you ever satisfied?

“John came, neither eating or
drinkimg and they say, “He is possessed "
The San aof Man came, eating and drinking
and they. " Look, a glutton and drunkard, a

frieed of fax colleciors and sivmers. ™ [ Matt.

11:18-1%)

Mo matter what God did, those in
authority were never safisfied. He sent His
prophet John, a man of great penance, fru-
gal, ascetical and demanding. His peniten-
tinl spirit pricked their consciences so they
condemned Him. Jesus came as omne who was
kind, genile, merciful and they called Him
names o make Him look small and of no
COMSCEENOE.

John appenled to the ninety-nine
and called them o repentance, while Jesus
weni after the stray sheep. Both, haowever,
wire unacceptablbe. Some men desire knowl-
edge with which 1o speculate, but not Spirit-
filled wiords thai siie the hesrt and cause them
o change.

Mo matter what Jesus did, someone
found fault with it, When His anger !?IEI."IiJ at
the money changers in the emple, they ques-
tioned His authority to take matters into His
own hands. When His compassion reached
oul in mercy 1o the adulteress, they ques-
tioned His courage. Mo wonder He fold His
Apostles that the opinions of men meant
nothing o Him. {(In. 5:41) [t is alsao true with
us fior there are times when our best actions
and purest motives are held in question.
There are times we bend over backward to
phease, but {0 no avail, When this happens
we must fook a1 Jesus and do as he did
He accomplished the Will of Ged in the
present moment and regardless of public re-
action, he went His way in peace. He had
come 10 save men, nod to conduct an opin-
ion poll. It was only important to Him that
He did what He saw the Father do and said

Bion'f et yesterday wse wp foo much of foday,

what He heard the Father say. He was the
perfect image of the Father and that Image
turned some against Him and drew others to
Him.

The choice was theirs — their wills
were free. He offered them love because He
was Love iself, but His peace was not de-
pendent upon their acceptance. His love was
deep enough to continue loving them and
powerful enough to remain at peace when
they preferred themselves 1o Him. His love
enveloped evervone - it was they who left
the radius of that love.

W see this in the rich young man.
Seripture tells us he ran up to Jesus and
“knelt before Him"™. He wanted o inherit
eternal life and asked Jesus how o do it
Jesus told him 10 keep the commandments,
but the young man found that rather easy.
fie hod formed the habit of keeping the
kw. He wanted more; his soul somehow
knew there was something better. Jesus
looked at him steadily and loved him, the
passage conlinues, but then the blow came.
The great challenge was given " Go and sell
everything you own and give the money
to the poor and you will have treasure in
heaven, then come. follow me.” (Mk.
10:17-22)

Immediztely, the enomity of the
challenge stuck the voung man like & bolt of
lighting. He had not expected that answer 1o
his question — he was not ready for the sac-
rifice.

Jesus knew what the voung man
wioubd have to give up but He also Knew whil
glory and renown he would miss for all eter-
nity by passing up the opportunity of fol-
lowing Him. The young man thought he pos-
sessed 100 much to give up — he did not
realize he gave up more than he possessed
by not following the call of Jesus. It is often
so0with us, We know what people are doing
to their immortal souls when they insist on
seeking the things that pass — when a dis-
solute life is the order of the day — when
they seemingly cannot tear themselves away
from a lifi: of sin. Their excuse is that they
cannot give up their weaknesses and yet they
do not understand what they really are giv-
ing up. The paradox is in the sad reality that
thew cannof give up misery, but they wme G-
pable of giving up etermal joy!

How truly we can say that He un-
derstands our pains and heartaches — His
pain was like mine — thank you, Jesus for
laving us all o much! S
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Movement

The Matronal Council announces
| several movements and developments in
{ the Brotherhood organization, to wit;
- Rolly Aberion has resigned from
his post as a member of the National Coun-
cil and director for teaching and training.
He's been replaced by Manolet Siojo,
former BCBP Greenhills chapter head.

Puerto Princesa now has an new
chapter head with Edwin Tan replacing
Fuji Rodriguez. Rizal is now headed by
Max Joaquin taking over from Romy
locjayao. Taghilaran has Albent Uy as
chapter head-in-training with George Lao
{ and Jojo Maniwan as mission and chapter
life directors on in-iraining status, respec-
tively.
! Meanwhile Davao and Legarpi
| have just been installed as the 18th and
I9th full chapters of the Brotherhood.
Davao has Tony Garcia as chapter head and
Wally Tapia and Emil Sison as mission and
chapter life directors respectively, while
Legazpi is led by Maning Lorenzo as chap-
ter head supported by Dofel Banares and
Meds Revnoso as mission and chapier life
directors, respectively.

Tuguegarao outreach is now a
chapter-in-training and has been given the

approval to do mission work in Santiago,
Isabela as its outreach. Didi Perez is chapter
head-in-training, Ninoy Carag is chapler life
director-in-training.

Donations

The Mational Council has ad-
dressed the issue of donations. The NC will
set a budget for this purpose, with such bud-
get io be appropriated for specific type of
donations (e.g. raffle tickets, parish, charity
mstiution, etc.). BCBP's degree of involve-
ment in each endeavor shall also be consid-
ered. Chapters and outreaches are advised
1o follow such procedures in their respec-
tive locale.

Folicy Directives

The National Council has issued
MNC Resolution 98-08, which resolved that
all chapters and chapters-in-training shall be
assessed P10,000.00 each and all outreaches
a manimum of 1L that will constituie a
fund to be utilized for the anniversary cel-
ebration each year.

MNC Resolution 98-09 requires that
all yeariy activities of the Brotherhood both
in the chapter/outreach and national levels
shall be centered on the anniversary theme.

National Council update

Policy Directive 37 addresses is-
sues concerning the Breakfast. In suppont
of this policy, the BCBP Breakfast Guide-
lines have also been issued.

1999 BCBFP Anniversary

As earlier announced, the 1999
national anniversary will be held in
Bacoled City and jointly handled by
Bacolod Morth and South chapters. This
celebration is targeted to be held in April
for a week-long celebration cum vacation
spree. The following vear, in the vear 2000,
the national anniversary celebration goes
back to Metro Manila with the BCBP Las
Pinas as the lead chapter

Teaching Progroms

The Brotherhood Christians in
Business Retreat (BUBR) program manual
is already finished. It ks now available in
hard copy and diskeite form. An acteal Tun
of this program is scheduled to be held on
September 25-26 in Cebu for the Vismin
region, while the Luzon actual run will
follow therealter.

The Youth Formation Program is
in its final draft and has been submitted to
the NC for review gk
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Calderon. Chin

! Constantimo, Bov/Lyn
{'de Erit, Gard

{de la Rama, Luigi/Riza
| de Oca, Owie'Glo

BACOLOD NORTH RV SIFaE Participants and Service Team at the Commitment Night attended by abonwt 200 members.

BCBP BACOLOD MORTR
CELP? 13 CONNITNENT MIGHT
UK: 2 ‘e |

BCLP # 13 for Bacolod North

Escalante, Greg/Remy
Ciwillen, Celda
Jayme, Pinky

Laczon, Charito
Logsin, Rene/Chona

Miranda, Mabv/iChing
Piccio, Buddai
Sedonio, Gine/Honey
Somodio, Lorna

Tongson, Crsllna
Vasquez, Jongjong/Sar
Yonque, NoelVivian
Yu, RichardVennie
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PIM addresses partnership concerns

The Partners in BMission of Christ
the King (PIM) held its first conference
retreat last August 7-9 at the 5t Michael
Retreat House in Antipolo, with 97 par-
ticipants coming from all nine pariner
organezation in attendance. Discussions
centered on two major concermns submit-
ted by the Ang Ligaya ng Panginoon
Community; partner organizations” inter-
refationships and dual membership. Ses-
sions were jointly facilitated by Fr. Herb
schnerder, spiritual director and Ken
Noecker, PIM Council presiding chair-
man.

Inputs from the 16 discussion
groups were then submitied for the PIM
Council to consolidate and synthesize,
after which, the consolidated inputs will

be reported back 1o the individual pariner
organizations for concurrence and approval.
These are then returned to the PIM Council
whao, based on the concurred document, will
prepare a memorandum of agreement 1o be
signed by the partner organizations’ execu-
tive director or president during the PIM
Christ the King Prayer Rally on November
22, 1998,

The activity was further strength-
ened in its spiritual aspect as each day started
with a moming praver and the liwrgy of the
nours. There was sponianeous praise and
worship between sessions, and the day ended
with might pravers. Personal prayers and
meditations anchored on John 13;34-35,
15:1-7, 1 John 3:21-24, and Phil. 1:27, 2:8
further reinforced the sessions by focusing

attention on loving one another despite
personal differences, and despite varsed or-
ganizational callings and charisms.

The panticipants had the privilege
(o know more aboutl other partner organi-
zations as each was given fime 0 make a
presentation of their organization profile.

Finally, the conference retreat
was capped by a Eucharistic celebration
which was highlighted by the praying over
and empowerment of individual organiza-
tions as well as each organization’s pre-
siding leader.

The PIM conference retreat com-
mittee was chaired by the BCBP with other
partner organizations each tasked with spe-
cific funcrions that contributed greatly o
the success of the activity. &

Tagbilaran marks Gth annwersary

BCBP Tagbilaran celebrated its
Oth anniversary last Augwst 30 at the DWC
Gym (Janssen Heighis) with a Holy Mass
and installation of new community elders.
The chosen theme for the festivities was:
Gratitude through Service.

The Mass was officiated by Msgr.
Yict Cabajog, parish priest of Tagbilaran's
51 Joseph Cathedral, with BCBF mem-
ber-priests Fr. Joe Sumampong, Ir., Fr. Gil
Espuclas, SVD and Fr. Danny Maniwan
con celebrating. The community itself has
six members who are priests,

Bro. Rollie Ona, BCBP regional
managing director for the Visayas, pre-
sided over the tum-over rites. Bro. Al and
5is. Joy Uy took over the chapter head ship

from Bro. Peter and Sis Sarah
Dejaresco. Bro, Jojo and Sis. Janet
Maniwan received the baton for
chapier life director from Bro. Al
and Sis. Joy Uy while Bro. George
and Sis. Gie Lao assumed the mis-
sion directorship from Bro, Steven
and Sis. Necie Lim.

A gumptous lunch was
served after which an exciting
round of parbor games and a much-
anticipated ballroom dancing com-
pehition followed,

The event was also graced
by Bro. Sadi Saguisag. RMD for
Mindanao, and Bro, Ed Lising, mission co-
ordinator for Visavas and Mindanao. Broth-
ers and sisters from Dumaguete and
Tubigon (Bohol} cutreaches also
Jomned the festivities. These two oui-
reaches are BCBP Tagbilaran “ba-
bies.”

Msgr. Yier Cabajog giving his hless-
ings o the governance of BCBP
Taghilaran during the chapler’s 61h
aniversary celebrations ast August
I From left are George and Gie
Lao (mixsion director), Jojo and
Janel Mamiwan {chapler life direc-
forl, ongd Al and Jop L-'J.- |"L'|FI'HI|'.I'."|'."'J"
e

1

Peter and Zarah Dejfaresco handing over
the Bible to AT Uy to signify the turn-over
of the chapter headship of BCEP
Taghbilaran during the commurity’s 6th
anniversary celebrations.

The day before, the community
held a breakfast fellowship at 1's Seafood
Village. The testimonies were divided into
three primary aspects of a BCBP member:
life, mission and family, Bro. Jorge and
Sis, Carmen Cabalit, Bro. Steven and Sis.
Necie Lim, and Bro. Dane and Sis.
Mellotte Ybanez gave the sharings.

Meanwhile, on Sepiember 20 the
community will begin CLFP No. 8 at the
Fimadae Fanme i Tachilaran Oy g
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Updates and headlines

Mission

Ormoc Outreach is conducting
another BCLP in Baybay, Levie, at the
Parish Pastoral Center, starting on Septem-
ber 19. Bro. Amy Borneo is assigned
Course Leader and Bro. Bong Modina is
Chief Servant.

Musle Miniitry

Starting Seplember 6, and every
first Sunday of each month, the 9:00 am.
hinss al the Hoky Family Farish Church in
Maguikay, Mandawe City, will have the
BCPB Music Ministry as the Choir.
BCBP members and families especially
those residing in the Mandaune vicinity are
mvited 1o attend.

The new faces of couples vou
spot singing or plaving the guitar are prod-
ucts of BCLP 8. They must have truly been

24 Couples attended and enjoved
a week-end with the Lord kast August 7-9,
held at the Don Bosco Retreat House in
Talisay, Cebu City.

Whether it was the effect of the
scenic spot, the interesting topics and
inspiring talks, or the “service-with-a-
smile” extended by servants or Fr. Sonny
Fidel's messages of “Live life with pas-

convinced that “singing is twice-praving!”

Teaching Might

Chairman couple Arlin and Lita
Tan announce the coming family Day A fair
on September 20, The motifis Barrio Fiesta.
Details shall be announced later.

Rev. Fr. Roderick C. Salazar, 5VD,
Vice-Pres. for Academic Affairs of San
Carlos University, Cebu City, was the re-
source speaker at the Teaching Might en
August |7, His 1alk centered on the vital
imponance of keeping and maintaining a
strong family relationship (parents and chil-
dren) and the sacredness of the relationship
between spouses. He shared with us the beane-
tifiul “Beatitudes for a Married Couple.” He
also mentioned to please never forget to make
the sign of the cross.

Congratulations, BCMR # 7

sion,” the participants’ reaction to the retreat
may be summed up as an “overwhelming
feeling of joy and gratitude to the Lord for a
most memaorable, enlightening and blissful
tirme.”

The service team was headed by
Wilbert and Girlie Ang assisted by Arlin and
Lta Tan, Chief séervant couple was Butch and
Inday Pilapil.

Twemy four couples aitended the BCMR 87 last August 7-9, 1998 hels ar Don
Bozco Retreat House in Talizay Cebu City. Acted as the Head Couple is Wilhert and

Crirlie Ang and acsisted by Ariin and Lita Tan,

Yirid carm ' discover maw coears wreless v

Beatitudes -
for a married

couple

Blessed are the husband amd
wife who continue (o be affectionare,
considerate and loving after the wed-
ding bells have stopped ringing.

Blessed are the husband and
wife who are as polite and courteois
fo one another as they are to their
friends.

Blessed are they who have a
sense of humar, their marriage shall
be much brighrer.

Blessed are the parents who

abstain from alcohol fobacco and
drugs, their children will be sure to
| foliow their example.
Blessed are they who are
| faithful to each other ard mutually
helpfil, God will surely guide then,
Blessed are the lneshand and wife who
thank God for good things which
come to them. They shall receive both
good things and thankful children,

Blessed are those mates who
make their home a place “where sel-
dom is heard a discouraging word "
They shall inspire others to do like-
Wike

Blessed are the parents who
attend and support their chrch.
Their children shall develop a strong

Jaith.

Blessed is the couple who are
good stewards of all God s gifis, their
children will bless them and follow
their example,

Blessed are all those whose
lives are afestimony of faith in GOD,
they shall be the channels through
which God's kingdom will come (o
earih.

Surely goodmess and mercy
shall follow them all the days of their
Hives cnd they sholl dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.
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DAVAO

{Tes Kilem-Llacer
The idea of setting up a BCHP
Outreach in the “Land of Promise™ was a
move initiated by the BCBP Cebu Chap-
ter, and fulky supported by then chapter-
m-training BCBF Cagavan de Oro Out-
reach. Two of the contact persons BCBP
Cebu had in Davao were Tony and Benty
Garcia, the paremts of Chi-Chi Martinez.
After a series of consultations and the ap-
proval to set up a BCBP Outreach in Davao
H!C‘ii}- by then Archbishop Antonio
Mabutas, the launching of the 15t BCBP
hreakfast was finally set.

Sailing overnight from Cebu to
mecet some brothers and sistérs in Magipit,
Agusan del Sur, the joint BUBP Cebu and
Cagayan de Oro Mission Teams traveled
an eight=hour trip by land to Davao City
for the launching of the first Breakfast Fel-
lowship on August 14, 1993, It was held
at Regine's Restaurant with Mari and Chi-
Chi Martines a8 man sharers.

On hand to serve Davao’s Ist
Breakfast were the BCBP Cebu Mission
| Team, headed by Mission Director Ed and
| Esther Lising. along with Sadi Saguisag
whe at the time was the Chapter Head of
BCEBP Cebu, Rene and Marite I{fmgmmn
Ed and Baby Banaag, Danny Kho, and the
late Map Polotan. Sepporting in full force
was the BCBP Cagavan de Oro Mission
Team led by then Outreach Head Ed and
Lita Canlas, Mission Head Pepol and
Charisse Fortich, Joe and Hedy Coruna,
{Dodong and Chita Facaza, Fin Magam,
| Tito Mora, Fabs Gorospe, Selmo Lagmay,
Jong and Sandra Tiro, Abel Tolentino, and
the late Emie Mondonada:

"o then, 1o all peoples everywhere and make them My disciples. " (Mt.28:19)

The history of BCBP Davao kG ap-a®

A month later, on Seplem-
ber 25, 1993, Davao's first Brother-
hood Christian Life Program (BCLP)
was launched at the Mindanao Re-
source Training Center. This may
have been the most expensive CLP
the BCBP ever conducted, for it
mieant week-end trips for bwo months
for the Cebu and Casayan de Oro
Mission Teams. Working in the vine-

yard of the Lord has often been a dif-
ficuli iask, bat this was truly a chal-
lenging one; it meant great sacrifice
in terms of time and treasure. Bul n
ways joyful and exciting., and mos1 of all ful-
filling. BCLP | harvested 23 souls who made
up the core group of BCBP Davao.

From this small number of BCLP
graduates BCBP Davao was bomn. In the
meantime, Tony and Betty Garcia wene ap-
pointed Breakfast Head,

In March of 1994, the second CLP
was conducted with Remy and MNeneng
Cabuva as course leaders. After its comple-
tion, the first Governance Team of Davao
Oiatreach was formed with the appointment
of Tony and Betty Garcia as Outreach Head,
Wally and Tinet Tapia as Breakfast Head,
Remy and Neneng Gabuya was Life Head,
Damg and Ampy Canave a5 Treasarer and Boy
Elma as Music Ministry Head.

CLP 3 followed in September of
the same vear, with course leaders Orly and
Belen Ramos. It was during this CLF that
BCBP Davao tapped s own members as
speakers for the series of talks as well as main
sharers in the breakfast fellowships that fol-
lowed.

After the first Breakfast
at Regine's Restaurant,
BCBP Davao moved 1o

{ Sunburst Restaurant { Anda)
for its regular breakfast fel-
lowship meetings. When the
growing number of break-
fasters could no longer be

Fr. Powl Finster, KX
giving words of wisdom
in a breakfast fellowship

Chapter head Tatarng Tony and Tia Betry
Garcia, sharing duwring o breakfast
Areling.

the venue transferred to Termaza Milesa,
For a time it again moved 0 Kuya Ed's

Restaurant at Maga-llanes St., and back |

10 Sunburst Restaurant near the Central
Bank, but only to find its way back to
Terraza Milesa, its present venue.

In 19465, BCRP Davao Outreach
held its first Brotherhood Christian Mar-
riage Retreat (BCMR) on March 3 to 5, at
the Cursillo Retreat House, Davao City,
Soon after, CLP 4 was conducted in May
1995, with Manny and Ging Gaanc as
course leaders, Another CLP was cofn-
ducted in Cctober of that year headed by
course leaders Rey and Chato Aranda.
Before the yvear ended, BCBF Davao saw
the launching of its separate Men's and
Ladies' Breaktast felioaships. On Movems=
ber 11, 1995, Deputy Director for Vismin
Sadi Saguisag was the Men's Breakfast
main sharer.

In 1996, two BCMR s and two
CLPs were conducted. BCME 2 was also
held at the Cursille House on February
16 to 18, 1996 with couple Lito and Su-
san Ibanez as course leaders. BCLP 6 har-

vested the most number of new members |

in July 1996, graduating 62 enthusiastic
souls. Noli and Cherry Napala were the
course leaders, Inspired by the good har-
vest, CLP 7 soon followed, led by coorse
leaders Paeng and Millic Secretaria, The
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ILIGAN

_ During the elevation of Iligan

| Dutreach into a full-Nedged’ chapter,
Bizhop Emilio Bataclan built his homily

| around the theme: “Come...follow me and

I will make you fishers of men™

(Mark 1:7)

As e wife and I sat a few meters
away, just behind our Outreach Head
Eobby and wife Mene Boromen, | felt as
if the message was particularly directed
to me. As Mission Head, 1 invariably led
the teams that *Go”, wherever and when-
EVET QU MISSioN requires our presence,
Through our good Bishop, our Lord was
telling me that before we “GO", we should
first “COME™,

On hindsight, even our Lord
Jesus Christ took the pains of preparing
| His disciples before sending them on
“Wissions" by saying “As my Father has
sent me, so § send vou”. His apostles had
to undergo three vears of “training” be-
fore they were actually commissioned.

“Come”

When the time came for them to be on their
owr, the Lord emboldened and strengihened
them by filling therm with the Holy Spirit.
The message “Come...” for a while got lost
in the labyrinth of my mind. Lent was ap-
proaching amidst preparations for CLP 7.
Bro. Boy Obach suggested a Holy Weck
Retreat for the general membership. Like a
bolt of lightming the message “Come..." and
the suggestion of holding a Holy Retreat
struck me as the Lord's way of laving out a
path for us to follow. This was his way of
empowering us before we engage the “en-
emy” for a “battle” over souls for CLP 7.
The Lord was calling us to “Come...;, have
spirttual nourishment and be refreshed,”
When God makes the plan, then he
will make a way. Recalling that our Lord
Jesus always went up 4 mountain when he
needed “quality praying time”, our group
zerged inon the Transfiguration Monastery,
run by the Benedictine Monks, nestled in
the cool mountains of Malaybalay,

=

Allan J. Barga,
Mission Director, Iligan Chapter

Bukidnon, as the venue for our refreat.
Mormally booked months ahead of time
for the duration of the Lenten Seaton, 10 |
our pleasant surprise a group backed out, |
opening for us a small gap in their heavy
schedule.

On March 6-8, 1998, some fifty
brothers and sisters, each one destined to
play a vital role in CLP 7 underwent a
hlessed retreat under the guidance of Dom.
Eliaz

o
s e R

| 3rd BCMR was conducted on August 30
| - September 1. 1996 with Hansel and
Milda Magno serving as course leaders, An
Advent Retreat of the Chutreach was held
before the end of the yvear 1o cap BCBP
Davao’s vigorous growth.

Mourished and blessed, tried
and strengthened, Davao Outreach grew
and matured. It was then time to plant
its own seed ina “Miner's vineyard.”
BCLE 5 graduate Ben Bunagan, who lives
in Tagum, Davao del Morte, was instru-
mental in gathering friends to be prospec-
| tive breakfasters. After several consulta-

tions, led by Mission Director Wally and
Tinet Tapia, and with the approval of

BCMR 2 service feam
feking o relax g mo-
ment afer W renewal
FITEs,

Tagum Archbishop
Wiltredo Manlapaz,
the first breakfast fel-
lowship was set on
April 27, 1997, Trav-
elling 51 kilometers
north, 71 members of
the Outreach wel-
comed S0 thirsting and curiows breakfasters
duning the launching of Tagum’s first break-
fast on May 24, 1997, thus signaling the birth
of our Tagum Outreach. By June, the first
BCLP was launched with Jimmy and Baby
Quitain as course leaders. And on July 30,
1997, BCBP Tagum bore the first fruits of
21 new members during it commitmient
rites with Tatang Sadi Saguisag as the Com-
mitment speaker.

Meanwhile. the 8th CLP of the
Brotherhood was conducted in May 1997
wilh course leaders Dario and Matt
Lacap.Before another CLP coulld come in,
BCMR 4 which harvested 15 couples, was
conducted and ably handled by Rudy and

Malou Lorena. Gus and Fe Dacudao
handled the next CLP on September 13, |
1997, Just as CLP 9 ended, the 2nd An-
nual Retreat of the Crutreach was held on |
Movember 30, 1997 at the Benedictine |
Sisters” Retreat House in Ulas, Davao
City. This was attended by 113 members
and conducted by Rev. Fr. Al Botero,
DO,

As BCBP Davao was preparing |
for a big celebration in its life as an Cut- !
reach to become a Chapter, another CLP
was completed. On July 25, 1998, BCLFP
10 graduated 24 new members under the
able leadership of Ram and Mila Cinches
as course leaders.

From the 23 seeds planted in |
September, 1993 during its first CLP, |
BCBP Davao has grown to 207 aclive
members, strewn over |4 action groups
celled under four units with the addition
of 24 newly gradumed members. The
five years of its existence has bom the
fruits of10 CLPs and 4 BCMRs in Davao
City plus 2 CLPs in the Tagum Outreach.

On August 15 the BCBP out-
reach in the Land of Promise became a |
chapter! Congratulations and praise
God! '
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A weeek later, the team conducted
| CLP7, God-driven and empowerad. Based
on the feedhack after each CLP session, i
could feel God's loving hand at work in
hig servanis: wisdom for those fasked (o
give counsel, paticnce for those who had
to epcdure the “makolits” in their discus-
| sion groups, and peaceful countenance for
everyone to weather the harassment
i throughout the eleven Sundays of the CLP.
“Come.. follow me and I will
make you fishers of men . On May 24,
1998 on the feast of our Lord's Ascension,
fifty-seven men and women made their
| commitment to the Lord: To begin a new
[life with the Lord. The Lord called
| “Come....." and come we did.gp.

Chaprer Joe Corufia delivering his recommendation for Nigan's elevation to
Jull chaprerhood,
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“Changing of the guards”

19 June, 1998 Cavite, Rizal, Bro,
| Max Joaquin was installed as the second
| head of the BCBP Rizal Chapter replac-

g Bro. Romy Tocjavas in a simple cer-
emony following a mass celebrated by
Father Frank Papa at the Two and Coun-
iry Village chapel at Cainta Rizal,

The occasion was witnessed by
the BCBP Rizal members together with
Bros, Manny Banigan, BCBP national
president, Lamy Larrarabal, managing di-
rector of the Luzon Chapter Heads” coun-
cil, Rolly Aberion, member of the BCBP

 Mational Council and Rey Fena, BCBP

i Las Pifias chapter head.

_ Special guesis were the first Ac-

| tion Group leaders of Max and Mimay, Ed
and Jenny Dayrit of the Alabang Chapter.
Lending support too were Bro. Toti and
Sis. Marilen Alejandrino, pastoral leaders
of Max and Mimay at the Ligaya ng Pangi-
noon together with their entire househald
Eroup.

Romy Tocjayao delivered an im-
passioned farewell address, which was fol-
lowed by an emotional and tearful accep-
tance speech by Max,

Romy recalled the development
of the fledging Cainta Outreach, the found-
ing of the now flourishing Rizal Chapter
in 1995 and its consequent xtension via
the Lucena Outreach. He reminisced on the

| hardships that were enncountered and the

many achieve- B
meénis accom=
plished during
his tenure of of-
fice.

In his
actCcplance
speech, Max fo-
cused on his
three major
thrust - spiritual-
iy, community
and evangeliza-
tion.

"W oe
frave fo develop

strong spirineal roos, a nnited communily
with one direction and mission before our

evamgelical activities bear fruits,” he em-
phasized. He likened what the Rizal Chap-
ter should be to a big and robust tree. Iis
roots, strong and deeply entrenched in the
ground represent a strong spirituality and
deep commitment 1o the Lord. lisround trunk
rising heavenward is our united and one-
goal-oriented community. And its well-de-
veloped branches and lusciows green leaves,
colorful Mlowers and bountiful fruits are our
evangelistic mission and ifs harvest,

He also adds a set of throe major

activities for the chapter, which i= summa-
rized as the Tree Rs or Recruitment, Reten-
tion and Recovery.- Doc Benfiegy

He profin meosi, who serves besi, - Rolary

BCLP?upand‘
running

The first major activity of
Legaspi since its installation as chapter |
in Juls is the Tth Edition of the Brother- |
hood Christian Life Program (BCLP 7).
This is being held at the Bicol Small
Business Institute (BSBI) building at the |
Bicol University Compound. The ses-
sions will be held for eight (8) consecu- |
tive Sundays, from 2:00 to 6200 pm.,
starting August 23 to October 11, 1998,

In preparation for BCLP 7, a
Discussion Group Leader’s (DGL) train-
ing scssion was held in the afternoon
of August Ist atthe Youth Lounge of the
Albay Pastoral Center. Chapter Life Head
Bro. Medes Reynoso opened the ses-
sion. Talks on Servanthood, on Spiritual
Warfare, on Handling A Discussion
Group, and on Commitment were deliv-
ered by Bros. Dofel Banares, Ed
Aragon, Ely Salazar and Maning
Lorenzo, respectively, The session was
capped with a “Lessons Leamed" sharing
and a “Simulation” of a discussion growp
proceedings. _

Participants who were tapped to
form the BCLP Service team were briefed
by Bros. Caco Drino and Noel Bolinas, |
while the Speakers’ pool was briefed by |
Bro, Ely Salazar
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smail is one medium
where how you deliver vour micasage is al-
most as important as what you say

Instesd of siltimg mght down: and
writeng a hetter, boday” s correspondent woudld
[tk thee
print-sized petitioner trying to reach Santa

Claus. He or she wodild just send m gift re-

be just as likely 1o send an e-mail

Jguest o “santa Llausi
Al althou
1

I bet more men get dumped by e-mail than

north pole.com.

b Can 4 voaecat Tar il personany,

the ald-tshioned Dear lohn letiers of vore

E-amaEil 1S ust as |14_|i-'_||:_:_r i the busi-
iess world. In 1996 appeoximately 37 mil-
I workers in the United States had =-mail
capability, acearding 1o dhe Electronic Mes-

i im s .y F ¥

saming Asseciaton m Ardington, Va. and thar
number showld rise ¢ 492 million by the

end of thit vear

E-mail, ptherwise known as elec-

traauee mal, 15 the latest corporate comimu-
nicitions ool
eliguere surroamding n

It's ewvolving and =0 is the
Here 5 the scoop
On 1S proper use

Kuow when to use i

z-mail isereat for scheduline meet-
ings, giving vour boss quick updates on your
abed, black-

] “shines by way ol

labest project, or other uncomplic:
T B LA T Ll BT TR

- 4 H - - T - 1] 1
specd and convenence, says Arlene H

Rinaldi, who runs a Web site devoted toelec-
rang eliguetie. I cEn dinswer Eie sl when
I have the time, and ¢-mail 2ets sent 5o
quickly that issues can be resalved almiost
insEnianenusiy

E-mail, however, 15 not a good me-
dium for conveying information thar will

provoke a strong emodional response from
the Fecipient.

It s nat a deal 1o fire someone by -
mail for example. “Face-to-face commiuni-
cation is still the best for many things since
v lave visaal, vocal and verbal cues, most
of which you don 't hawve with e-mail,” savs
Marjorie Brody, president of Brody Com-
munications Lid.. atraining and seminar firm
in Elkins park, Pa

Heep it short,
Efectronic messazing is the 195K s

version of the teleg:

It s gond for shdor

pithy messages, not for lengthy episties o
par whith Blelville’s boby Ehick. ™ 'Waichyour

wordine,”

sivs Hrody, co=auihor of con-
) = LE - ¥ R

plete Business Enigueife Handbook
(Prentice-Hall, 1995), “Make sore il

It vou necd more

a0 il
are clear and concise.”

space, consider a short e-mail and then an

anachment { anaching a lengthier file such
a5 A ".'-\.'l_'lrIJ ._'-rl:':,'l;',"}i:-iill'\if -\.El'll.:l.'ll'.l.'i":l. [ ||.'\.' =

B

mailh
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E-Mail

Describe your message in the subjeci
hreader,

“Always describe what vour mes-
sage is about,” says Victor Perma, president
of the Electronic Messaging Association
(EMA). “Product Launch Snafu” flags a
problem and will provoke a more immediate
response than a message ttled, Hi, How Are
You Doing?

Be business-like.

If you're sending an e-mail to a
business msociate, your e-mail should read
like memo, not a “Wish You Were Here”
postcard. After all, it is business. In addi-
tion, you never know if a recipient may de-
cide to forward your message o someone
clse.

Check spelling and punctuation. A
misspelling in an e-mailed sales pitch is just
5 JAITing as a typo in a resume.  Also use
minced case ( capitals and lowercase letter-
mg). A message written in all capitals is
known as shouting Internet parlance and is
considered rude. To emphasize a word or
phrase surround it with asterisks: “ 1 *defi-
nitely® will meet the deadline.”

Follow copyright laws,

Quaoting from a book, newspaper or
MAEAFINE Pequires proper aliribution. Don't
steal a quick quip and pretend vou're the
writer. And if vou “publish™ an entire writ-
ten document in an e-mail, you must seek
the publisher’s permission and possibly pay
royalties for its use,

Use humor sparingly.

E-mail is akin 1o a busmess speech.
Humor can spice up the delivery, but the
writer has 1o be careful not 1o offend. In
addition, an anecdote that might sound funny
accompanied by visual and verbal cues (a
wink, & laugh atthe end of the joke) can come
acrozs flat in two-dimensional e-mail. *
recently received a messape that contained
an off-color joke.” recalis EMA's Perra, “It
was forwarded 1o me by someone ¢lse who
hiad recerved it from somcone inthe UK. I'm
sure the original writer had no ide his mes-
sage would be forwarded to people around
the globe.” Indeed, e-mail can be forwarded
miuch more easily than a voice mail or hard
text, so any wriler should be prepared.

Use emovions carefully.

Emotions are icons of symbols that
indicate emotions. Whether vou use them is
a personal chosce, Some people find them
awkward: others find them elogueni. 1T you
do employ emotions, use them to punciuate
your writing. Owverdoing them is overkill.,
Be sensitive to the receiver’s e-mail “1Q7,
Maybe you’re comfortable with the medium,
but that doesnt mean your boss or customer
is. Don'tuse abbreviations or emotions un-
bess you know the recipient will understand
them.

Avoid semding “angry™ e-muil.

Because e-mail is such a quick and
simple way fo communicate, i's casy o
ibuse 1. Many the writer of an electronic
diatribe has hit the “send” button only 10 rue
sending the irate message. “You don't want
to gripe 1o your boss by e-mail,” says Perra.
If vou write an ¢-mail in anger, be sure o
slare it foraday, reread it, and then decide if
wiou really wani o send it Also remember
that e-mail, since it is read, not spoken, may
appear more harsh in one than vou meant it.
Senders of antagonistic, eritical e-mail -- also
known as “flaming™ — can expect to receive
responses in Kind.

! ] ’

Check prepared
mode of communication.

If you're working with someone,
it's best to ask how they like to communi-
cate. Some people prefer c-mail and will
respond faster to an electronic communigue
than ko a voice - mail message. Others Rave
an e-mail box, bt don’t know how to check
it

Respond quickly.

Currently people comresponding by
-l expect responses within 24 hours, OF
course, people prioritize their correspon-
dchtc,ﬁh.‘.wtrmg:rilil.‘a] ||'|1,:;'§a.'_:;|:'=. I'i:r$1 and
less critical ones later. Be cautious when ap-
proaching strangers electronically. A surge
in junk e-mail is making it more difficult o
connect with people for the first time through
electronic mail, Some deluged users rou-
unely delete messages when their subject
header reads like con aitist’s hvperbale, Amy
messages that appear to be  electronic ad-
vartising ore usually destined for deletion,
plus vou may get an angry “flaming” e-imail
in returm, Above all, savs EMA s Perra, “Re-
member that ¢-mail is just like sending a
letter out on corporate letterhead. 1t reflects
the company. Don't ever put in an e<mail
something that you woulkin't want someonc
fo rexd on corporate letterhead.” @x

Sonwree: E-Maid Exiguetie Web Site
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Ronnie Caballers. Az Kapativan's managing soior, Ronnie fow fods Birsell
geining mone Mviabions o e ho P difareni chaplers and oufreaches. penovring > ;
iz cities as such, and ol the sama Smea ghang alks of wiich be is very much of B . : 7 '
foma with. Fis adifonad plece. Ranme fakes Us b Mansin and relafes s experd- : e
ance kit e defegation for the Wamin conlemncs, Fothermang, he rercesinon

s isswe's fows — Sonvice, a3 he gives an scoaur! of his infendew with Fr. Aris

ol e Slbyinel a5 exempiiiad by Rz Emiiice Jaime Cardinal Sin. p Ka eR
Nancy Cadan. She's bock! Andwhat g melell Afara couple of months vacation L ] -

with her falks in dhe USA, Nancy [= Beck i fuvnpss.  She immediaiely puts her

fngavs fo assis ifve staffin thisizsme. Her confalutions inciudod e conclusion =

of her “Back to Basics* fogic on the Holy Spint, and of course the usual heip | L0# 0, biless our family
oiting, proafreading and iayool. This corsnly made the chores o kol eosker After 5 :
dowg 50, she's ance agam oot of the country on & i fo Holy Larkd with her Wi Ef:l OPE‘HHE'EF
mother-in-law. Fos e, shallbe back with a colfectron of arfiches Mo the fufurg

fasues of i Kapatiran fo FE‘;:I'.":-: Eﬂﬁ!ﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂtiﬂﬂ.
Eddie Mendoza. A proific reader and wiiler as wel a5 8 busy busingss exacutive Ting M

and BCEF Gresnhdls chaplerhaad, Eddw enjoys sharing fis faith and marksl- ‘l.l-fl‘.fﬁ' _5.&-!:”'1'”5 Lrr d{!
Blpce axpanances wilh others. A ruly gited man in many eepects. Eode akanes L

these blessings willh everyone he meals, ospecially fo brothers and sisters inthe | Ig s jhgﬁ ‘:ﬂ-jb SArFOWS,
Erodharhiood. Justrecently, he headed e team in conductng e actial rn of 3

the BCAR in Cabu Cily fov [he Vismin rogion. [Fwos'a sucoess and ba fs now o f
propaing irsal for it sare program o the Luzor regicn “Ftrk r‘EEhﬂFﬂ Lo

Fermando de Larrarabal. Just recuperaled from some siomach Bnass, Tio Lamy ier Eﬂk ﬂfflﬁfﬂfﬂ“—’
i5 bk o o his dubia L Ragion Monaging Dérecior, He conti fer e e ; o
his ﬁwmmmd::mw&ﬁﬁh&.qupmrmwﬂm;m:::m “':Ftrk ﬂﬂhfﬁffﬂﬁhﬂﬂ

o b6 in chrcwation by e and of iinls year or eanly 1959 as the latesd. He is - B

ikcewize in the process of reviewing the SCLP amnd Cullure (ks 3o thal (hey can f;ﬁf“ tﬁ'f" .ﬂfff-i Eﬂ'(‘.ﬁ'

£ope up with te curment developments. . '
has to give.

Sammy M. UWanday. A ‘permanantd fixiue” af BCBP activities, 55 ong migh! say, gfﬂzﬁ_ ﬂf- CORF 50,

Sarmny Can be sear in most commundysmice occasions i1 ihe Brotherhood. Wear 2

ing two helz, be doolies ug as & “Fupport roug® fo fhe Nathono! Counct and “_,.?t"r;fi- .Lﬂ'lr'?f'

INEEy  Chapter heads baing ihe BCBP SecGen, and acts as the official pholographer
Py and reporier for Kapaliran whens be serves as the asscciate editor. in his izsue, )

Sammy relates his exparience in Daveo durning fts installation as a fulf chapdey, Ho matter "*‘Fhﬂt*

v and his discovery of Gods rvelation of his dostiny. : :
- no matter where.

Annie Salvador, Besilas wiiling har codimn From Coes o Kisses® Annig now J: ,f Vo
hits bivin requa sted by Ronnia Cabalaro i be & member of the Kapatinon work- Lol us Love
dngy staf’ akang with hve more merkbers fom BOEP Makali o5 wall a5 olfar repre-
senalives fiomn ather chaplers natiomyice. Her axpariancas as & wiiar, molbar, E.ﬂ'{'h ﬂtffﬂ!"
wife and BECOP Makatl senvanl will cafindaly prowiek [ needed backbone for fhe

Magatinar sdiorial feam. as we Love You.

~coutribiated by “Rizael Chapeer

Nitz Butan, A mamberal ihe Boluin BCEP oufreach, she wiites a weakly coi-
cimn For the MNortharm Mindenan Chromicle. Wi missed Nifz's shaning of iz and
Ppiacas from bar scrapbook of inspinmg fougfils and quotabions in it Ssue. Maybe
I piace ot canghil in the raffic somewhare. We 'l haar from Ntz again m the
furfeime: iszees

Cynthia Matas, Cynthin's "Wasings "is back walf & mussc i g issoe, She ks
about music o ilog our sow ang o s fowands our Makar, music Becarming a
prayer, and bocause iha basis of musks iz e rulh that the bear? spaaks. our
Cammumcalion walh cur Eteia Falfur' is mong fell and more’ powerol.

Other Contributors:

Manny Banigan, Manolet Sigjo, Archbishop Dissdado Talamayan, Fr. Aris Sison Jr.,
Danny Sitbor, Nena Paras, Allan Barga, Golo P. dela Dingeo, Ely and Toly Salazar, Bacolod
North, Davae, lligan, Legazpl, Mactan, Rizal, Tagbilaran Chapters.
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Witnessing for ol is ove of the best ways o serve ihe Lovd, Jess
and Nema Paras of BCBP-CDO sharing at Makari Breakfass

MEN'S BREAKEAST (T30 AAL)

Wedmenelaps » MAKATI: Makali Sposts Clah

Tharrdays = GREENHILLS: Club Fllipino, Creonhills
VILLAMOPR: Vilkamor Geol T Clh D3t & Xnd )
Fridurs = MANILA; Bstks, Bomedias Circle, Malabe, Masila
Kanirdons

ALABANG: Avala Alshang Courtry Club, Muniislupa
BACOLOD MORTH: Riodi's LaSalke, Eiscadod

BACOLOD SOUTH: MeDonald's

BAGUIC: Pime Hotel, Session Bd, Baguio (2nd & dah Sar )
BAYBEAY . Angelicum (158 2ndSat )

BFLIERDON: Taipan Rest, Walemcia{ 15t) 1iotel Malibu Malaybalay (3rd Sac)
CAGAY AN DE ORCO: Paulo's Resteuran, Crgayan de O
CAlAaMBEA: Bhverview Beson and Confezence Cerser

CEBLY: Ding Chsa-Chan Rest, . Gen Maodlom Ave, Cebu iy

AN A, Terenes Millesad 131, 2nd & 3nd Sat )

ILIGAN: Susburst Restarant

;i HLAMLCK Amsigo Terraces Hoel

LAS FINAS: hialia Club 500, BF Reson L Fitas

LEGASPL: Adbay Hoel. LegaspiCity (2nd 528}

LUCENA: Hadina Howl & Rest., I% Gomeer, Liscona Cigy (1st& 3rdl Sath
LIFA: Sawali Redtsarant, Sshang, LipaCily

MACTAMN: Flormaos) Hatiel, Ceba City

PARARADUE: The Villsge Restaurat. Cabanis cor. Palanca, [EF
PUERTOPRINCESA- Scalront Pt aurant

QUESOMCITY ! Terrace Grill, 119 Risses Avenear oor. Morals
RIZAL: ¥eew Square, Sumulong Highway, Antipoko

ROMNAS: Karami Rediourand

TACLOBAN: Don's Cabin, Justice Firsemer S, (2nd & 41k Sm.)
TAGHILARAN: LaReca Hossl

MEMN'S LUMNCEHECES [12:00 M)

Sarurday - DAGLUPAN: Celcheiry House, Arcllana 52
MEMSMERIESDA (400 0L

Satwediay - TUGUEGARAC: Marilyn's Bestarant { 2nd & 4th Sal)

LADIES' BREA KFAST

Wopalmenalapt - MAKATI: Makati Sports Club (2nd Wed )

hipradors - GREEMHILLS: Club Filipine, Greenhills San Joan (3ed Thurs )
Saswrdimys

ALARANG: Ay al:l...illhmgl."wmr!r Club{2nd Sat
BACOHLODMNORTH: Jolifbee. Bacclod Gty (3rd SaL)
CAGAY AN DE ORO: Tia Msnang, Coralos 5t (2md & 3nd Sal )
CERL Dimp OuoasChay Bestamrant ( 3rd Sar )

DAY ACK TerrezabAillosa (4ik Sak )

Tv doesn’t marter how big or small, &ts the service from the heart
thunt cownes, thar's all, Prerto Privicesoa music ninistey in service.

TN Amsipo Termaces Hoscl (fast Sat.)

LAS PINAS: liedin Club S {3rd. 528

LECGIASH: Alhay Hotel (4ih 551}

MACTAN: Flormost Hosel (2md S, )
PARANAGUE: The Village Resisursn (44h Sat.)
CHIEZOMN CITY: Terrace Grill (2rd Sai.)

RONAS: hamaimi Restourn

RE£AL: View Sqeane, Samubbng. Anlipolo (158 5et)
TACLOBAN: Doo's Cabin [End Hak. )
TAGBILARAN: La Roca Hosel (3rd. Sae. )

i1 Iy CARFAST (7230 4,0
Wemendlays - MARKATI: Makati Sporgs Club (150 Weds )
Thireachiys - GREEMHIL LS Clish Filipsno { 15t Thrs )
Erfgays - MANILA: Racks Restaurani, Maiae, Manila
JSarrdard

ALABANG: Avala Alabaep Coustry Club o4l Sae )
BUTUAMN: Echelom Flosel (2nd £ 41h 5ar)

ACOLOD MORTIE Rolts LaSalle] 41k Sa1.)
BACOLOD SOUTTI: MeDonald's (415 Sat.)

BAYBAY: Angelscum Parich FEail (Imd & 45h Sun p
CAGAY AN DEGRO: Sibver Coust, Capt. Vaoest Fra b1 U0 (3rd Sac)
CAVITE: Emgecror Restammant, Cavite City (3nd 3311
CERLE: Ding Chas-Clua Bestaurant (3rd Sat )
DaGLEAN: Colebrity Howse, Arellano ST. (3rd. 5a8.)
DAN ALY Tereza Miflesa (2nd Sat )

DAPOHLONG: Tog Plaes Hogel (2ed & 41h Sae.)
DUMAGUETE: Bethel Best House { 152 & Jrd Sal.}
LAS PISAS: lusbia Clab 500158 Sa1.)

LEGASHM: Albay Hotck Legaspd Cigy (Jnd Sai.)
MAASIT: Valievian Resesrant, Leyes (152 & 3nd. Sun )
MACTAN: Flnmoat Hosel (4th Sa.)

CIRMOC Pomgoes Hotel (2nd & 3rd. Sat)

OFAMEE: Supermin Reaurast {120 & 3rd SaL)
PARAMAGLE: The Village Restaurant, BF (2nd 5
CHIEZ0% CITY: Termce Girill (4eh SaL)

BIZAL: View Squane, Susrulang, Antipedo(3ad St}
SAN FERNANDO: Cafe Rustica, Dlongapo-{iapan Rd
SAN MISE: Regina's Restaurant {158 & rd Sun.)
TACLORBAN: De's Cabin(4ih. Sal.)

TAGBILARAN: 1P Scafood Village (nd & dib. Sal )
TAGUM: Molave Festurant { 138 3rd 580
TUNBGOM: Pariih Pakao Hall {15t & 3rd. SaL)
TUGUEGARAD: Marilyn Restsorant (2nd & dih 5a.)
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