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Editor's Note...

Greatings! Aswe
ichoge thes YYaar of {hes
Haoly Spint. we pul
o focus on COB-
MUNITY. Again lke
mmany of cur chasen
fociuzs bopics, we ad-
eriil W canniol re ally
do justice o al the
lopic's aspects (as
probably a book would do) but rather have a same
pling o sevarad iopics which ae snough o slimu-
Lafe infernsl and advancs firther one's kndwiedge
Vel v thee focus artiche ably dacuseed by Bro
Roflis Ona, ow NG Deecior for Mindanac

it is an opporiune time also for us o
fisdture suabirasgions o mrml‘uu.n-:lh:--i
ters; Cagayan Do Orp and Quezon Ciy. Ve have |
a sanpling nﬂlﬂi‘lﬁ‘bﬂ.,mnlyhﬂﬂfhg:;
and mrdssh axphcances. W Ao have 4 med- |
sage from Bro. Joe Corufia. CH of COCrand Bro !
| Ry Calleja, CHof OC. This is one feature which |
| we hepe 1o Mainaain in bringing 1o you the differ- |
{ anit faces and favoes of the BCEP comenunity by |
having igsue agsigements rotabéd ameng chap
L, Krowing ths [atest and exchanging tachnol.
ogy in chapbar and mission e wdl antich the 1da
of rany Seeking growth in b sennce. Wie wil
sliivie io "maks Ehe workd amalles” 40 to speak,
_| by bringing chapters ang pecpie closer 1cgather
| by sharing a part of themsaiwes thraugh tha Kap-
atran

W also have @ first hang sccount of
a tewr of the Holy Land by Ss. Nancy Catan, who
| alsowrole ihe Back o Basics eature: TITHING, |
and ties in with the COMMUNITY theme. |
Ag ' il in ihe Yearof God e Fa- |
ther, we do have some changes 1o make aka, |
Thiz: Sau will e the last “mega-issue” as it con- |
baing 40 plus pages (& collechor's ibaam 7). W will
| b drastically cutting pages by 50% and hope-
haly virodiscs a brand-rew yout. This will balp |
s senve you bedler by mproving our spaed in |
| bringing aul each issue and 1o be mong curen|
| espacially wsh news. Thes | feed will enhance the
wifying fackos that Kapatiran has for the BCEF
carrunRy Rabornde
# sister, Gina Espoia, wioba her feac-
tiin to Midtheer Angahica's “His Pain, Lile hine”,
safiakzied in Kapatvan. Shewondered e could
faature “Our Father's Flan™ by Scobl Hahn and
dell Caving, GOOD HEWWE HAVE IT! Wa have
this wachioek A th § 3-pant secies oullinng the -
&sl approach fo the Scaplures, All we have o
work cul rorw s Bhe permnitssicn, 8o pleass pray
rar ws, W alio have & crafe full of tha labast
baachings and Bible sludees auhonsd by Or. Soott
Hahn, which we infand ko fealure and v &8 red.
et And i o dne 07 in the nenewal you know
whal this means, Soott Hann and company are
thy hodlest whon if comes 1o the Bable. Do you
agree?
All l'wanl ta say is we nead your led-
bors and Lsod cond (e redt. S0 KEEPWRITING
AND LET GOD DO THE REST! . —

RONNIE

__ _CONTENTST 1

COMMUNITY: A COMMUMION AND A HETWORK by Rolly Ona 10
Scematimes we may gel 50 caioghl up in the many activties of the Brathehood -
gustreach, mission, chapher Ife, assembles, action group mestings, #4c. - thal we
friy foeppit IRl Sonvansssn (& an on-going process, This focus aticle reminds us
thal & comenunity 5 oréy a5 strong a5 B3 indiidual members and pointe the way for

U 1o sirdngihein e BEBF commursky

THe FEperanan 14
Excerpts from Bio, Albert Marakes” astiche by the sama tithe in the Federnation of
Tearspanchal Charsmatic Commundes’ publication entithed “Facng the Chalenges

ol tha Thrund Millesjurm.”

Sharings

ExpemiEncikg coMuLEATY i THE BCEBP by Roy Cavgin 18
Raoy Galleja, OO0 chapber head. recalls his communal gxpeiences with e diffenani
chapteroulreach heads during 1he kit Leadars’ Retiesl Ha cals this affai Pen-
{Bcoiinl expesiancs

5 Gon PLAYING FAVGRITES Y 0y CHamsss Gw Fomncs . SO0 17
Music 10 ms ears by Rayben Maigue. Quezon City 18
| TRiED TO BRIBE GoD by Sufons Sieon. Cuszon Gy 20
Paro-too &y MNens Bowpos Oowwea, Oueron Gy 2
Snake, RarTie aMp Rous 8y ALy axp Eviryw 0E (a Cavg. Quezow Cirr 3
Benc Maxuur wores! gy Rick Gauug, QUERoN iy 25
A e TiRE, Lorp... Anymer Logp gy Jof Comdls, COO 28
A e looks Back o the wiadom of that asssgnement bo Malaybalay Outreach on
such a short notice, “Chapler Joa™ can anly oy thal a5 head senvants, we fiust
alwmays b prepared and say "R the time Lord, .. armytirmes Lond™

Doaeruass arn Crrsman DoGs o0 o Cuanress Foance, CDO 28
Bumuan anp Buwones: COO QutriscHes 30
Wiat & praumru, Lire ware Hie ay Cransse Cn Foemecs, COO k|
Fami, UsWRAPPED AND ACCEPTED Ay Pewy Lo, CHO 31
FEATURES

| WalLk WHERE HE WALKED 8y MNayor Saray i
Ini this sscount of Same of her expenences and impressions whils in the Holy Land,
Mancy leads us lo reflact on (e importance of the past. She says thad tracing our
roals i§ important bechuse &% we coms 10 & cleaner undentanding of the avenis

andg ives of the past, we can pul our present inbo Ciearer focus, And 5o face the
future with confidenca.

CHanaE B
10 Hats ror LEADERS TO WEAR 13
ARF CONMPUTERS MALE OR FEMALEY 24
Huwoa reow Hoaven 31
BmLe Suarng 41
Boox Review: Darmc 1o LivE o THE Epae A4
WhatF 46
Wir GROW OLD WHEN vOU CAN STAY YOUNG T ¥ svcsuucwd, Daveo 47

'I|r

i -1r|'

values

LOVE FOR GOD,
LOVE FOR COMMUNITY,

COMMITMENT TO THE LOBRD'S WORK

‘Be Instruments of HIS Righteousness”

E'I-‘ER"I" Ll'ﬂ-l'ﬂ' .'-I'.'-H II'-E !Hlll]-l'.'l-h'



__Fcontents
ENIEWS = 0

I THE MRKETELACE: JESUS WAS NO Wil v Epoe Menpozs 2
Eddie assures us thal Jesus, though submissive, was farceful, direct to the paint, a
n<-hokds-barred kind of guy. even as bewas always thanidul and compassionate,
bold but willing 1o ook foolsh, shpck 1o his mission despile severs ogds, and heid
paople aotduntibie but He himaell was very iransparent

EproriaL: Mo oTHER 0PTION BUT TO LOVE iv Roswe Casasisen 3
From where is it thal we truly derive our sense of cammunity? Our senss of oom-
munity is best defved from one element, our participation, our invesiment of Gur.
selves. Investing one's self i3 an expression of love, an oplion we can not dao
witheul i communiy,

From &y DEEKTOS FILES:

The BCBP Country, THE BROTHERHGOD COMMUNITY o+ Sauwy Liascay T
Expressad inwords, “Tha BCBP Country®, the picture thad we sae 28 the back cover,

i given a differant treatment by Sammy, who himsel coined the term and concept

A litthe bit of geography esson added spece (o this presentation

REGULARS

One MNUTE MEDITATION: T0 BE HOLY &v Frananos o Leamazias
Muswg: TiME: A FRIEMD OR ENEMY v Ot Maras

Family Life

From Crigs 1o Kisses: Money TALKS ov Awie Sauvapon 26
Kio's Proveres =7
BLESSING YOUR FAMLY 41
Back ro Basics: TITHING by Nancy Catan 42
Cowummist Cornen 48
Hatioear, Bacowon - 1914 Anmvensany, Baveny, Lucena, Mactan 32 - 40

Maria, Rza, Quezos Gy, TudutGarac

MARCH - APRIL 1999 MAY = JUINE
Deadling: Just keep them coming Issue Focus:
Issue Focus; I I'eh BCBP National Anniversary
Commilmcnr P Celebratton, Bacolod Clry
Headers Survey; Readers Survey:
TERCETI SUIVEY: N BOAGErs SRrvey:

What (¥ commdiment o you! Kend fn powr comments, abservations,
How do you manifest commitmens E Fecomnnendations on the anmiversary, OF
throiigh your aclion group? course you cn de w0 more gffecively I vou
Do yon have you on inspiring tale o el X were there durlig the celebration,
on s sibfect® T Be there when it heppens!

OUR CGFER Qur cover clearly spells one

of the aspects of this issues focus. A
play on graphic layoul, if spelis “uniy”®
a vital aspect in 8 community such as
tha BCEFP.

The different color presenia-
lion symbolizes the diversily of mem-
bars in farms of waork, culiure, person-
albes and other aspects of Iife

The background is a collage
of different BCBP community activifies
saf on a subdued lone lo give morne
ermphasis fo the message of unity.

The mational magacine of the Bratherhood of
Chrristian Businessmen and Professionals

VL. X, MO. & SEPT. - DEC. 1998

EDITCRIAL BOARD
Rearimy Barvgan
Femanda de Lamrazabal
Wancy R Calan
MANAGING EDITOR
o Cahalie
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Sammy M Liignclay
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY SUPFORT
Rundy Floros

NEWS AND INFORMATION
BUREAUS

LUZOMBUREAL
Fiabang Crravie Cabalo
Dagueas T Shapad
Giaanhils sobasy Fdan
Lag P Bang Lot o Macins
Makat Annki Salaod
Darny Sibor
Panfiayae Shuck Cofapot
Puards Princésa Egwin Tad
Cioeron Gty M (Ralng. Bulang Sgan
Rixsl Benps Cror Racky Bl
Biguc Cocika Exade-Casten

Excoiod Morts Kanna M Juge
Bacolod South Theresa “Abng " Jachico
Cebu Chodo Barnad
Paie Efart CEla1s
Macaan Harmak Akopaeha

Tegiarman Jour Amord
Arfalig oD Aoelo
Eaynay oo Macian
Durmaguete Ay i
N o Cae
Qs et Magian
Rocas Gy o4 o
Tacktan Wited Manoia Crz Tan

Tho EAPATAEAN MaGsIur 15 M8 ofbois pulsalon
of i Brothechood of Chnsdan Supnessman and Fro-
fEstinaniy T o8 potdsied oo vy B monlhs 1
thi PRiSppined iallt dckioria) and busness ofices al
Rea J1 2 & L Congomnisr, 85508 South Soper FHigh-
wiy covner ArpBaes Ave | Pelargn, Mk City, Sedo
Apnila wath Tl Mas 80406711+ 120oc 2164 242 OLF
Todefar Mo S57-7972 and Fax No. 5215645 Bl
Ackep 55 DEbo-noEE-maslE com ph. ConDbiteng e
SACOWRDRE. howwear, By shall be dulpec! f editng

T R R TR B T e Sy e

7[5 7 (e — Sept - Dec. 1998

KAPATIRAN ~

e

¥



Eddie ';-Irnllnpl
Gireenhills Chagier

Last issue | shared with you some theughts regarding
the need to buld a community culture that is characlerized
by members that practice the habit of gracious speech. | said
that spesch that expresses praise and affection towards oth-
ers is definitely filled with God's grace and is an effective way
that we can serve and love others, and eventually win others
ta the side of Jesus.

I'd like to conlinue this topic by first addressing an
obvious concern. One might state that such a culture of gra-
cious speech has no place in the business workd, where pecple
talk straight from the hip, are confrontational, and business-
like. If you start talking goody-goody, then people might think
you are a shaliow-headed Boy Scout, a wimpy negofiatar, a
gulliole, naive weakling.

If you think so, then perhaps you only need to study
the speech pattern of Jesus and decide whether he sounded
wimpy, or gullible, or shallow-headed. Then you will probably
agree with me that he certainly didn't sound weak. Sure he
was submissive, but he was forceful, direct to the point on
many occasions. He was a no-holds-barred kind of guy, even
as he was always thankful and compassicnate, bold but will-
Ing to lock foolish. He stuck lo his mission despite severe
odds, and He held people accountable but He himsalf was
very transparent.

No sir, Jesus was no wimp, just like a Christian who
is disguised as a businessman is no wimp either. Not in
behaviour, neither in speech. He can be aggressive in his
appreach to business problems, 1o negoliations, to confront-
ing difficult issues, but never is he aggressive in his speech,
A Christian businessman does not need to curse nor recite
expletives in order to ventilate his disappointment or anger
He does not revile, insult or verbally abuse even the most
incompetent, nor the most incorrigible in his circle of con-
tacts. He does not say anything to malign the character of his
co-workers and fellow men, and neither does he enjoy the
sompany of those who do.

He does not speak deceitful or misleading words to
cloak malicious intentions, but he is transparent, direct and
honest in his conversation. He is neither a gossiper nor is he
one lo engage in negative humor — either as a deliverer or
a5 8 raucous receiver,

Instead, the Christian businessman is always first
i express praise (o others. He is courteous. often 1o the point
of being affectionate in his speech and dealings — not only
with his best customer or with his boss, but aleo and espe-
cially with those whao are lower in rank and stature. He is 3
peace maker, being the first to go out of his way to avert

BELIEF MAKES THE MIND ABUNDANT. - W.B, Years
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In The Marketplace

was Mo wimpe

perzonal canflict.
He iz considerate
and meek when of-
fering correction
And he always
looks for an oppor-
tunily to praise
and thank God
publicly, calling
upon the Lord for
help, and proclaim-
ing God's glory to
others in the day-
to-day circum-
stances of work

How 15 he
able to do this?
How iz the Chris-
ban businessmen
able to talk like
this? He can do this because he has the right kind of atti-
tude, the proper frame of mind, the correct paradigm.

A key leadership principle is the presumption of
goodwill. If yeu want to bring calm to warring parties and de-
velop creative solutions to problems between peaple, say to
everyone, “let's presume that everyone here has goodwill to-
ward each other, and proceed from there.”

Goodwill - - presuming the best about people. Ask
yourself this question: "what would change in my dealings
with people if | presumed only their goodwill?” and then you
will know how a paradigm shift can be effective.

To paraphrase what St. Paul says. “your attitude
must be that of Christ's: though he was God, he did not think
that he had to force his way around paople because of this
fact” Jesus had goodwill to all, including those who nailed
him to the cross. Jesus presumed the best in us. In her
bock entitled Jesus CEQ, Laurie Jones says, “(Jesus) saw
us as future kings and queens and was quick 1o excuse and
forgive our lesser acls, knowing we were capable of so
much mare. “Yes Peter. You denied me. But you will be my
Rock. Yes, Mary, you've had men who weren't your husband.
But you are capable of great love .. Father forgive them for
they know not what they do. We wera not the best to him,
but he believed we wanted to be. And he said so with his
dying breath.” Jesus harbored only goodwill. A Christian
businessman, by definition, should also harbor only goodwill,
That is the key lo gracious speech. O
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Beloved, let ur iove one another,
becouse fove is of God: verpone who
loves in begotten by God and knows
God Whoever is without love does not
knotr God, for God s fove. fn this woy

The Lord hemsed gave the best in.
vasiment, his very sell. Unlike many
ol s who may Ge our assistancs
to 88y, an orphanage. in form of 8
chaque, Jesus immerses himsel,

e i r:-.l":ﬁud'dm e g Lyt nursany tesches i 15 s8an
God sent His only Son into the worid b us a5 moded of unconditional o
50 that we might have iife through Him. ing and from hirm wa derive the geny.
- I John 4:.7-9 in@ sensea of 0Ur community buiding.,

na of my favorite anony-
mous Quodes aboul com-
mwnity is *1Fyou find a par-
fect community do nat join
il because you will spoil
: " Mo, 1his is o parsonil
aifront to anyone bul the plasn and simpila
trudh. We are imperect and becauss of that
. Will suredy spoil a perdect community, which
of course does not exist anyway.  Bul 1he
sad truth is that mare often than not it is we
v act perfect end expact pedection, Wa
are constanily the critics of the way mansy
things are done, $aid or planned within the
BCEP commundty.. We baar grudges, har-
bor intngues and avoid people wa do not
e, Bul we want 10 stay, That i the work
af tha Holy Spirt.  As we constantly shad
aur worldly way of loving, 25 we immerse
CUTSEhiEs inthe presence of God and sarve
Him according to His will, we gel trans-
formed. As businessmen and profassion-
als, it is very easy to fall into the worldly,
sell-canterad, highly competitive mode and
Chesw away &l anybody in our path, Bt in
Kriowing now @ path 1o holess, we can
Do st wilth peopls in the BCAP com-
ety

From here s it that we truly denve
o Sk Of commiuniby? Our senseof come-
munity is best derived from one element.
our panicipation, our ivesiment of owre
sehies. Walching a lilm aboul a marsary
children the other day, the narrator ohaared
thal the sense of community among these
children develops once thay stast halging
ang anothar. The teacher is the prime mover
= S22 By all a5 helpful in gving informaticn,
advice and volunteering assistance. By
©5MOsEs. the children fearn to halp their
sealmaies thus estabhshing the beginnings
o Goammaunity

B _THE $OURS OF THE AUST ARE i THE NAND OF Goo. - Wsoow 3:1 ~

As Cheisimas approaches, another
W Fivwha e el 10 baing indo this discus-
£ion is the principles of covanant and fam-
iy in epearation between God and man.

Don't you ever wonder why Jesus,
the King of Kings, choss (o come as a child?
I'he elemant of covenant comes into play
“Covenant”, simphy, dedined is an Eachange
of parsons which = diffarant from "contract™
which iz an exchange of property. | believe
this situation énabled Mary and Joseph to
lieer oLt thiir own covenant with God to give
thiemsehras totally to tha Lord. Az an indanl
higt WS in & position 1o reciree the lowe and
care of the best mother, Mary, full of God's
grace and the best buman Imher, SE Je-
gaph. As 3 halpless infant and child he be-
CAME Open ko Meceiving tha Dast hsman love
1hare was possibie

In my owm life, | awaited the birth
of our first olfspring afer five lang ywears.
He wias a product of punhcation, interces
EI0N and prayer. With God's marcy, | was
able to gaze with delight at the face of my
hest-born and say. “With a God as Great ag
you, how can | not serve you? And with all
of my impertactions and struggles to this
iy Gay, | sirive [0 live out my own experi-
ence of covenant. And God i his cwn faith-
tulness, conlinues to transform me through
my sansce in the BOBP.

In the new covenant, Jesus in full
ohedencs 10 the Father gave himsalf totally
1o the Falther as a perfect sacrifice for all
ouw sins. This establishes the new covenant
wharein the Lord completes the exchange
with his total self-giving at the cross of sal-
vation. Jesus himsell establishes himself
another cospnant when he esiabishes the
Catholic church, 'What makes it wonder!ul
VBT MG iS5 that i is delivened in the con-
tet of lamily, &s the Catholic church’s call-
g i o 0e God's faméy. Through the Haoly

spint, Jesus continues this sali-giving by
giving us his characles, forming us in his
image, his Sonship. And this is 8 wonder:
lul realization to bring into thiz Year of God
he Faiher

Wi i Goed the Father really a Fa-
thar? The answer as provided by Dr. Hahn
i, WHEN HE IS FATHERING. One of the
clisar identifying marks of fathering ks when
a father gives his person to his children, all
of him that makes him who he is. This es-
tablishes our own sonship wilh the Father
and the path of cur transbormaton, o be-
comd his image and Skeness, thus estab-
lishing cur lamily bond. According to Dr.
Scont Hahn of the Franciscan Liniversity of
Steubenvible, as prasaented in his thesis,
God's greatest desire is 10 bring us all per-
manantly into a tamily bond with him. He
Wnnls w100 much iobel us be as wa are
wilh all gur imgerfections. 5o, he binds him-
salf in a covenam with us 1o transiorm us in
preparation to become our heavanty famity
o =it al fable with him,

There is such a saying as “You can
choose your friends Bul you cannot choosa
your famiby,”  But God brings us ancther
choice. He will chodse to make us part of
his hixavanky famay il we participaie in hig
plam ol sxhvation. With our own free will, we
can choose 1o be ransformed in the mage
and kanazs of his Son, who came into this
world prirmnarily Bo e an axpiaion for our gins
and impartactions and in oncker bo be that
madel io ba folowed into elernal life with
tieés Faliner.

The covenant family bond as
taught by Dr. Scolt Hahn iz a wonderful gi#
io the church which we hope to discuss
20me mora in the issues to come. But for
now, it is simply & great grace o know that
as we struggle o build cur BCEP commu-
kY, we are also siiving fo bulld our heaw-
enty lamily with the kndwledga that this is
in itself is God the Father's greates! degag
Our effors should then be doubled, cur pa-
tience tripted and all oar best resources
orought inio use knowing thal there i no
other optioh but 1o kove, that this is the very
key 10 heaven, and that we must lva out
1hi5 love in our own lives and in community
with others g
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In this account of some of her experiences
ard impressions while in the Holy Land, Nancy feads us
te reflect on the importance of the past. She says that
fracing our roois is imporianf because as we
come [0 a clearer understanding of the evenis
and lives of the past, we can put our present inlo
clearer focus. And so face the
Juture with confidence.

I WALKED
WHERE HE WALKED

m.ll’m.tmmzms * Sopt. - Dec. 1998

Nancy R. Catan, Manila Quitreach

5 I sit down to write this account of my trip o the

. Holy Land, T am besieged by many memories - of

y places, people, expectations and realizations - far
too many to put down in 1500 words or s0. 50 what
do I say - where do [ begin?

[ remember reading about how the book “Paula” came to
be written, In December 1991 Paula, the 27-year-old daughter of
novelist Isabelle Allende became gravely ill. went into coma and
remained unconscious for many months. Her mother 1sabelle,
working from the premise that her daughter, if she woke, might
have amnesia, wrote down the story of her family for Paula. It
begins, “Listen, Paula. I am going to 121l you a story, so that when
vou wike vou will not feel so lost.”

Being in the Holy Land was, for me, a journey connect-
ing me with not only the biblical and historical past, but also with
my personal past and my own future for when we explore the past,
we leamn who we are and, as imporiantly, we learn who we are nol.
Thus, having our rpots in place ensures that we do mot get
completely lost on our life journey.

My husband, Jun, and | had been told that the family
name “Catan” is the Israeli word for “small”, that somewhere in
the ancient past we may have Israeli ancestors. 1 was curious
about this. My family genealogy has been traced back to
Charlemagne; wouldn’t it be exciting to find that the Catan
family’s roods were planted in the Holy Land!

The reason for the trip was to attend, on behalf of Jun
and as part of a business delegation of the PIBA, Philippine Israel
Business Association, the Prime Minister's Jubilee Business
Summit in Jerusalem October 13-15, 1998, This forum was being
held on the occasion of Israel’s 50th anniversary for international
businessmen to give them an overview of investment opportunities
in lsrael. Accompanying me on the trip was Jun’s mother whose
dream has always been to visit the Holy Land before she dies
{may she live a long, long time!).

The Summit

Thi Summit was a smorgasbord of information in the
areas of agriculture, bio-technology, energy, tourism, high-tech
industry, and the economy. Speakers and panelists in the sessions
were all key executives and government specialists in their fields
of expertise. The opening and also the awarding ceremanies were
graced by the dynamic presence of Prime Minister Netanyahu
himseIf. 1 found it all quite interesting although with so much to
absorb in such a short time, the result was a temporary ‘informa-
tion overload”. As | now more lesurely review the conference kit
materials, | am amazed at what the [sraelis have accomplished in
such a short time!

Did you know...that Israel is now the diamond and gem
processing center of the world (not Amsterdam), processing and
saiting over 60% of the world's precious gemstones? ... that both
government and non-government institutions have a proven record
as technology incubators, nourishing baby technologies until they
are turned over 1o the business entreprencurs? .. that over 50% of
the land area of Israel is rock, sand and desert with the area
increasing as the desert steadily encroaches onto arable land and
vet they are basically self-sufficient in fiood? ... that one reason for
their advancements in agriculture is their melding of ideslogy,
pelitical will and technological innovations into one solid focus -
and that they view agriculture as a viable and strategic industry?
... that their drip irrigation techniques have now developed into
fertigation, the ability to apply fertilizer and growth hormones
through the irrigation system in such a way as to regulate the
growth cycle of the plant? ... that the research depantment of the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem alone produces 40 new patents a
vear, 28% of these in the areas of agriculiure and environment? ...
that one of their primary R & D thrusts is preservation of the
environment, together with water and wastewater management? ...
that Israel is 2nd in the world for percent of GNP spent on
education, and 3rd in number of degree holders, _h‘
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H;llin:m of the degrees being in biotech and other technological

The Summit's theme was “We dare to dream....” and as
one speaker emphasized during a panel presentation on
Globalization: *'We must dare to dream but we must also realize
that unless these dreams become practical realities, nothing will
happen. Tstael has the relentless capacity to innovate, integrate,
stimulate and motivate her people. In this country, everyons works
willingly for a reason and with conceried focus because they have
& vision.”

All these noble ideas, vision and focus from such a small
country in the desert! And then | begin reflecting on what we are
celebrating in the Philippine’s Centennial vear. In terms of vision,
focus and determination to achieve goals, have we been able to
translate these into practical reality? ... [ wonder...

Walking where He walked

Ag we ascended into the mountains toward Jerusalem
from Tel Aviv, we passed numerous wreeks of army vehicles along
the sides of the valley. When we asked our guide sbout them, he
teld us that they were the remnants of different wars and were
preserved to serve as reminders of the Israeli soldiers who died
there defending Jerusalem from the invaders. | leamed that the
Israelis go to great lengths 10 remember their roots and the
Jjourney and conflicts they have passed so they will be more
prepared to meet the future.

I had been told before [ left by an Israeli friend that she
always longs to retum to Jerusalem because the air is purer there.
| thought that she was merely sentimental until | saw the Holy
City perched on 10p of a line of limestone rock mountains. It
wasn 't my imagination that the ¢ity was crowned with an aura.
The sunlight reflects off the limestone adobe buildings which, by
law, must be in their natural state, not painted, nor modernized in
any way. Since all buildings must be surfaced with this rough
moenechromatic stone, the city literally glows in the sun, the air
shimmers with the light, and yes, the air that you breathe does
SECM PAET.

Although time was short, we were able o visit many of
the important and usual pilgeimage sites: Bethlehem, Mi. of
Olives, Gethsemane, the Upper Room, King David's Tomb, the
Old City of Jersualem, Via Doloroso, the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher, Nazareth, Mt. of Beatitudes, and Capernaum. We
sailed across the Sea of Galilee 1o Tiberius, rode through the
Jordan Valley, the oasis near Jericho and the Wildemness.

We ate 5t. Peter’s fish (giant tilapia) and feasted on
Israeli salads. We sat inside the ruins of a svnagogue where Jesus
taught, walked along the shore of Galilee where He multiplied the
loaves and fish, touched the rock that tradition says Jesus used as

FERATURE TP 5

the 1able by the shore of the lake when after his resurrection He
asked the disciples to cat breakfast with him, We saw sheep
grazing in a grove of olive trees and hillsides eovered with
vineyards,

Which place had the most impact on me? Jesus® birth-
place in Bethlehem. As | climbed down the stone steps into the
cave lit by candles and lanterns, the air of holiness was almost
tangible, The space was small, simple, cramped and crowded with
people. And yet it seemed there was the hush of angels’ wings in
the air and [ could feel the warm embrace of the Presence of God,
As | knelt 1o pray and touch the revered site where Jesus was
bom, a group of pilgrims in a foreign tongue began o worship
quietly in song. Tears ran down my cheeks as | was transported
back in time to when it all happened...the simple beginning that
changed us all...God's love became flesh and dwelt among us.

The call of the wilderness

As we drove from Jerusalem to Galiles, along the
highway 1o the right of us extended verdani, fertile fields of date
palms, citrus, ground crops such as vegetables, legumes, cotion
and com, mierspersed with row upon row of greenhouses. All
fields and greenhouses were equipped with drip fertigation with
wbes running along beside cach planted row to carry water,
nuirients and fentilizers directly 1o the plant roots. Run by the
different kibbuiz, these areas are an agriculturist’s paradise and
ecologest’s dream. This is literally producing an abundant harvest
from infertile ground. Was Jesus prophesying this when He taught
his disciples the parable of the Sower and the Seeds?

The other side of the highway was a different story
altogether - rocks, sand, craggy barren cliffs, desert hills and
miountains, & forbidding wilderness inhospitable 1o life, We saw
goats foraging under the watchful care of a shepherd, a few
camels serenely wailing for etemnity, tents of Bedouin nomads
clinging to desert hillsides near almost infinitesimal springs of
waler, This was the Wildermness where Jesus spent 40 days and
was tempted by the devil. This was the Wildemess where prophets
and holy men throughout the ages have come closer 1o ther
Creanor,

These stark and barren hills af rock and sand stretched
as far as the eyve could see. And they called out 1o me.

[ hawve read about the call of the desert and thought that h_
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this was just poetic license, an author's way with words. But this
call of the wildemess was real yvearmning, My feet itiched 10 s1ep
o the sand and walk 1o the crest of the hill, i 3 akian seemied 10
feel the sting of the sand in the desert wind, The Wilderness
called to me .. and 1 didn’t know who, T was bom and brought up
in Wermont; the Green Mountaln State, on a farm in a rural
couniryside filled with green flelds, verdant foresis, rivers of
crystal clear water, Why should the desert have this strong
fascination for me?

Iz it because iis stark simplicity is tofally impressive and
puts o question the clutter in our modern-day livesT Is it
because its barrenness brings to mind the periods of droyness that |
have experenced in my spiritual libe? Is it because ifs very
mystery and differeniness pose a challenge to my ability 1o accepl
differences and change? Is it because the very permanence of the
wind-swept rock reminds me of the need for my life to be an-
chored on such a strong and etemal foundation? | am still
pondering this and know that God will reveal his message 1o me
in dug time,

Entering the bosom of God

Une maming we vizited the Holocaust Museum, a
meemorind to the more than & million Jews who died violent deaths
in the Naa death camps dering the war, 1.3 million of these were
children. And it was the Chibldren's Memorial that gave me one of
the most touching experiences of the whole trip.

The children’s memorial is set in & cave-like structure
basilt into 3 hill. Once vouw enier the heavy-set Goor, you are
surrounded by a deep velvet enveloping blackness. You must hold
onto a railing 1o walk through the memorial. No cameras or lights
of any kind are allowed inside. Inscribed in Hebrew over the
entrance is the phrase: *The souls of the just are in the hand of
God.” {Wisdom 3:1). Our guide translated it more vividly as: “The
soul of a child is a candle in the hand of God.”

- As vou enter, piciures of the faces of some of the
children appear at intervals in the darkness as a continuing lnany
of names echoes solemnly in the Mickering darkness. For this jet-
black cavern that seems fo siretch into nothingness i it only with
the Mickering Mames of five candles, reflected and multiplied by a
myriad of mirrors into an endless procession of the souls of these
1.5 million children.

F. Y P

Carariann macazine * sopt. - Dec. 1958

et

e o

T sive of Sesus® birth

I fielt as if 1 were in the bosom of God with the souls of
these dead children all erving out 1o me for remembrance and love
and justice. Mot only did | hear the cries of the holocaust victims
st alsas blended with them were the eries of all children every-
where, borm and unbomn, who have been denied the right 1o life. Ii
was nn awesome experience! Everyone who advocates abortion
should be taken through that memorial; [ am certain that they
wiould ETIRTEE convinced of the .1:111{:|:i1} of life and the FrL‘{'i.-ﬂ-l.l".ir
ness of the soul of a ehild. | felt like hugging every child | saw
gfter that,

“Der mert forper this.."

Seripture repenats hundred of times from Genesis 10
Revelation, “Do not forget this"” and “Remember that,™ My visit
to the Holy Land helped me realize the necessity of reviewing the
past and learning from it. St. Paul tells us in 1 Cor, 10:11 that
these things happened a5 examples and were written down as
warnings for us, to help us deal with the present and future, 50 10
speak. However we must be conscious that remembering is not the
same thing as lcaming. Leaming involves doing something about
the memory, transforming it into a moge positive present. Remem-
bering their past has forged in the Israclis a strong commetment to
their national identity and a sense of focus and direction that is
reflected in everything they do.

By visiting lsrael | discovered my spiritual roots. As |
walked where Jesus walked, | felt the spirit of the Holy Land
through the resilience of its people, their struggle to overcome
ofien overwhelming odds and survive, and God's abundant love
and care for His people. | wasn't able 1o trsce whether the Catan
family name originated in Israel of not, but | was able 1o gel
connected with the fact that 1 am a child of God, that I'stand in a
long line of redeemed people, recipients of God's grace. [ had o
personal encounter with (God, Now 1 apprecinte all the more my
experiences with the indwelling and power of the Holy Spirt and
am more aware than ever of the signs of God's work m my hife

1 trust that lintle by liathe through my meditations and
reflections God will continue to reveal to me more lessons |
shauld learm from the past. He will teach me how to transform
these into my present journey in life. and show me the glorious
impact they will have on my future. Praise God! g
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The Brotherhood
_COMMUNITY

er.n the staff decided on the theme for this issue,

that is Community, I found myself seemingly groping on what
to write that will run parallel to it. My desktop files appar-
ently ran out of ,,, well files on this subject

My latest travel somehow does nod give me enough mate-
rial to start with on this theme. | prayed on it, | asked the Lord what
1o write this time. Weeks have passed and [ don't seem to get any
answer, [ iried to recall back incidents that took place in the past
weeks, Nothing much excepdt that | have received at least four in-
quiries about how big BCBP community really is. Then suddenly
it flashed - 1'llwrite something about the geographical description
of the BCBP, and led me o expound a litle bit about a term |
coined sometime ago, "The BCBP Country”™.

1 know much have been written about this. But maybe for
the sake of our new members, it might be worth talking about our
"geographical magnitude”, and to realize that we belong to a bigger
community, beyond our action group and chapter.

The Brotherhood is divided into three regional councils,
the Luzon, Visavas and Mindanao Councils.

Luzen is composed mainly of the Metro Manila chaplers.
These chapters are Alabang, Greenhills, Las Pifas, Makati,
Parafiaque, Quezon City and Rizal. There is only one outreach in
this area and that is the Manila Outreach.

Up at northern Luzon we have Tuguegarso which was re-
cently elevated to chapter in training status, and which is seon 10
upm Samiago Is.-ab:ln outreach. And there's Dagupan at western

ok

From My Desktop Files

portion which is planning to reach out to its neighboring Urdaneta
WL

Up in the Mountain Province, we have Baguio, which ks
expected 1o be elevated to chapter in training status and is planning
to go down to either San Femando or Laog, La Union to start an
outreach mission.

Just off north of Metro Manila we have San Femando,
Pampanga an outreach of Greenhills.

South of Manila is Cavite City and Lipa outreaches, and
further down central eastern side are Lucena and Calamba outreaches.
The only chapter in the Bicolandia is Legazpi with its outreach,
Sorsogon.

Villamor Airbase, Coca-Cola Bottling Co., Duich Boy
Phils, Files Systems, Phinma, Mapeson Phils and MZB Marketing

[ M e a7 some of the Luzon business evangelization projects

Capping Luzon region is Puerto Princesa chapter which is
the site for this year's Luzon Council Conference.

Cebu is from where it all started in the Visayas region.
Cebu eventually spun off 1o open Mactan chapter. In the Negros
province, there is the twin Bacolod chapters, the Marth and South
with their business evangelization sites at Victorias Milling Com-
pany and Silay Government. At the southem tip is the Dumaguete
outreach.

Southeast of Cebu is Taghilaran chapter with its outreach
mission at Tubigon. Panay island is headed by lloilo chapter with
its outreaches in San Jose, Antique and Roxas City, Capiz.

The eastern province of Leyte has four BCBP venues, the
recently elevated chapter in training Maasin, and outreaches in
Ormoc, Tacloban and Baybay.

Soan to open in the Visayas region are the owns of
Catarman and Catbalogan in the province of Samar.

in Mindanao, BCBP Cagayan de Oro chapler is maintain-
ing two outreaches in Bukidnon and Butuan. lligan chapler has
hramiz as its outreach. And then Davao chapter had opened Tagum
as its outreach. Dipolog at the western  portion of Mindanao is
aciually an cutreach of Dumaguete.

To date the membership listing of the Brotherhood tallied
to around 9,000,

| have been asked if the BCBP has outreach or chapter
across the seas. Actually theres none, except that some of our mem-
bers who immigrated to the west particularly in America and Canada
have either joined in existing, or established smong themselves, re-
newal communities. Meznwhile, our BCBP governance have con-
sidered this direction, and is in the process of prayers and discem-
ment if this is exactly what the Lord would want us 1o go.

Still, quﬁhmiwhmukcdwhthtwnMWMUmn
major cities of the country. Questions even went o the extent of
comparing us with ether communities which can be found almost
everywhere. Well, the process includes discemment if the Lord wants
us to go to such a place, then a permission by the Bishop of the
diocese where the venue belong is sought, Then all the other factors
such as commercial and business establishments, schools, churches,
venue for breakfast, transport services and possible core groups are
then considerad.

This is the BCBP Country, the BCBP Community, be proud
of it, support it, love it, pray fﬂr it. i
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One Minute Meditation

TO BE HOLY

“Blest are they who hunger and thirst for holiness:

they shall have their fill.” (Matthew 5:6)

ple are somewhatl uncemforiable when they are called holy. They fear being
set aside from the mainstream of society. They have a somewhat distorted view of hiali-
ness. They associate holiness with the saints and martyrs of old, who were bumed at the
stake or stoned to death; or conjure thoughts of those who were fed to the lions, These
were holy people. but so can anyene else be holy.

Holiness is loving God and neighbor. Husbands and wives who give af them-
selves 1o each other; parents who sacrifice themselves fof the good of their children; the
hanest employee who does his best; the employer who pays just wages, elc. — they can
all be holy. In fact, you don'l have to be a Christian 1o be haly.

A merciful and forgiving person is holy and shall have his fill.

-

M

Prayer

Dwear Lord, your saints though oy, wearg nol perfect nor faultiess, Senpiune poinis ol
some of the great seinls who were far from perfect, We have Peter wiho denied you
three times; Thomas who doubted you: Paul who perseculed you; and Augusting who
was a womanizer. There came, however, a poinl i their ives when they repanied and
changed. This change did not come abruplly, it was a process of growih in boliness.
Dear Lord, | know the way to holiness is difficult. but with your help I can begin to
change. | need your grace lo help me chamge my ways,

Ty

A

L Musings

wnifaa Madin
| Casine Dutrrsch

]_s time my enemy or my friend? Time
always sees to it that | am reminded of my
being mortal .. that | have a beginning and
an end. it hastens me to do as much as | can
with my life and pushes me owards respon-
sibilities and achievements. With it | am com-
pelled to perform because without acting, my
past, present or future is affected. The con-
sequences that | have 1o face would accuse
me of my neglect or failure if T do not plan
iy move and move my plan.

Tmme helps 10 mold and shape me
towards the best that | can be. | remember
that God commanded us to be perfect as the
heavenly Father is perfect. Time, I'm begin-
ning to realize, is the Lord's tool towards
our becoming. It is also His measuring stick
since what [ do with it gives Him a look at
the depth, width, and length that my heart
will go through to le1 bove prevail,

TIME

ofriend or
senemy?

Time is a sentinel to the door of
eternal life .. for only when we have lived in
bove fully and only until our whole life is
cemered on i will it hand us over to a life
with God forever,

But like other gifts to us by God,
time can be used as a tool by anyone other
than God. Whoever is the owner of my heart
15 the master | acknowledge and this can be
evidenced by my priorities. IF] serve my-
self fiest inall things at all times and priosi-
tize materialism and worldliness, the same
forces will be the ones o dominate me, thus,
time becomes my enemy. It will always scek
to accuse, burden, pressurize, and work
against me. | shall end up haggard and ha-
rassed. In the end, if | do not hand over my
heart 1o the real master of time, 1 shall self-
destruct and perhaps even bring others to-
wards the same end. G
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A paradigm shift alreadyp!™

1 was e miessenger of e pods, wniil
they installed a portable celfular phone
sysrems up there, "

Harvard Business Review

Incidentally, the Luzon Council
Conference in February 1999
has the theme: "The BCBP in
the Midst of Change”. This is
_in response to the challenges
presented by the coming of
the Third Millennium. - Ed.

ILL DEEDS ARE DOUBLED WITH AN EVE WORD, = SHaxEsreARE
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This 1ssue’s focus isfon
“Community” featuring shari

from two BCBP chapters - Quezon
fEis City and Cagayan de Oro, plus a look at
M4, i the larger communities to which the BCBP
;PR belongs - Partners in Mission and the Federa-
8 % tion of Transparochial Charismatic Communities,
But our BCBP community is only as strong
as its members. Rollie Ona challenges us in his article
o examine our personal spiritual growth in the areas of
humility, obedience, simplicity and truth.

FomgvEnss 15 MOT AN DOCASIWAL ACT; IF B 4 PERMAMENT ATTITLCE, - Masgmw Lumea Mivs
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Sometimes we may get so caught up in the many activities of the Brotherhood - outreach,
mission, chapter life, assemblies, action group meetings, ele. - that we may forget that
canversion is an on-going process. Rollie Ona reminds us thar a community is only
as strong as its individual members and points the way
Jor us to sirengthen the BCBP community.

C OM]!% UNIT

COMmMuURnIon

and a
network

eriodically we need to sit down and take stock of what we
are doing in the Brotherhood of Christian Businessmen and Profes-
sionals. Many times we speak of ourselves asa “community", with-
out really dissecting what we mean by the now popular catchword
“community”, In brief, the word “community™ comes from the Greek
word kainonia that means unity of heart and mind in the Lordship
of Jesus Christ, In the BCBP we clearly see that we are different
people with different backgrounds. Yet because of our common foun-
dation in the Lord and our belief in the BCBP's mission and vision
of bringing Christ into the marketplace, we become united asa com-
ULy,

When like-minded people band together for a common
purpose, there resulis a sharing of values that we have articulated as
the BCBF's Core Values: Love for God, Love for Others, and Com-
mitment to the Lord's Work. We are able to draw on the strengths of
each member and we leam o benefit from one another’s unique
gifis and talents, even as we nourish and are nourished by the care
and concern of brothers and sisters in Christ.

Being members of the BCBP we can experience different
communities within communities - from owr families to the action
group to the chapter to the BCBP as a whole. And then we find that
the BCHP iz connected to a larger network of communities, the
PIM, Parners in Mission, and the even larger Federation of
Transparochial Charismatic Commumnities.

By Relfie Ona, National Council

This is all as it should be; we should never become 5o en-
amored with our own mission and vision and what we are doing that
we ignore other Christians, their respective misskon thrusts and what
they are doing. On the other hand we must not b¢ so caught up in
community activities that we neglect the interior aspect of being
Christian. It is 50 casy to get involved with BCBP life to the point
of just legalistically following the community nomms — coming o
meetings on time and regularly, tithing and doing everyihing that
community says we ought to do. We can get so caught up in “doing”
that we sort of forget about the first “C"”, Conversion, in terms of
our personal interior change. We begin o think that the Conversion
part of the BCBP's three “C"'s — Conversion, Commitment, Com-
missioning - is only for those participants we bring into the Broth-
erhood through the Brotherhond's Christian Life Program, the BCLP.
We begin to think in terms of others to the exclusion of ourselves!

We need a right focus

One thing we often take for granted is right focus in com-
munity life. By this | mean having an intemnal change and commit-
ment rather than mere extermal conformity to the community’ s noms.
Jean Vanier, founder of the French community L™ Arche in some of
his writings discusses several criteria for the building of a good
community. He believes “Community is a communion of heart and
spirit, a network of personal relationships.™
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This places a demand on our sense of responsibility be-
cause, as Vanier says, “it is very easy to replace relationships and
the demands they bring with laws, rules and administrative devices.
It is easier to obey a law than to love,”

We can see this is true in the BCBP. As businessmen and
professionals our schedules are usually tight and there are many
demands on our time. So it becomes casier to give a donation, at-
tend for others to go on mission and outreach activities, then for us
to really love our brothers and sisters. Let's face it, there are some
brothers and sisters who are not easy to love. And maybe we our-
selves are not easy for others to love,

But God put us together and He demands that we develop
personal relationships, that we love and serve one another. We find
it necessary to come up with our BCBP Commitment, our formal
orginization structure and some rules and policy directives so that
we may have order in our organization. But these should never re-
place the demand to love one another, to show brotherly and sisterly
love and concern for not only the spiritual needs, but also the emo-
tional and physical needs of others. These rules and regulations are
only meant o help us love one another in a better, more orderly,
peaceful and harmonious way.

Vanier puts this very nicely when he says: “Each member
of a community who grows in love and wisdom helps the growth of
the whole community. Each person who refuses to grow, or is afraid
to go forward, inhibits the community's growth. All the members of
a community are responsible for their own growth and that of the
COmmuNity as a whole,”

I believe that sometimes we focus more on the
growth of the community in terms of mission ac-
tivities, adding outreaches and holding
more BCLPs than we focus on our
owrl personal, individual growth.
We must never neglect one for
the other. As a community we
need a good balance of mis-
sion activities, chapter
life activities, and per-
sonal spiritual growth ac-
tivities.

We need to re-
member that as we grow in-
dividually as Christians, as W@
we allow the Spirit to form us
in holiness, then we are making
our significant contribution to the
development of the BCBP and to the
Church as a whole. A wise sayving declares that

E  THE MAN WO HAS NO (NER LIFE 1S THE SLAVE OF HiS SURBOUNCINGS. - H. AMEL
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“The whole is only as good as the integrity of each of its parts.™ And
this is certainly true in the context of 2 Christian community.

A HOST for holiness

Personal growth often translates into personal holiness,
Let me share four areas of holiness which | feel are essential for
members of a community. They are summarized in the acronym
HOST, These four virtues are: Humility, Obedience, Simplicity, and
Trath.

Humility vs. pride

5t. Bernard of Claivaux defined humility as “the ability of
& person to see himsell as he really is and so discover his own un-
worthiness.” It is not shyness or social fear. It is not in being soft-
spoken or as we say, “Mapaka-humble.” And we all know of others,
perhaps even ourselves, at some time or another who have begun a
talk or a sharing by saying, “In all humility...”!

Humility is a condition of the heart. Someone may be shy
and soft-spoken but in his heart he is a very proud person. 51
Bermard described the proud man as a man “who prides himself
on being better than others™, one who “has to do something that
they cannot do, just to make his superiority clear for all to see. ...He
does not actually want to be better, he just wants to be seen o be
better. He does not want to lead a better life: but he wants it to be
seen that he is better than they are. Then he will be able o say, *1 am
nat like all ather men,"™

5t Paul wrote about humility to the Romans: *1 wam
each of you mot to think more highly of himself than he cught.
Let him estimate himself soberly in keeping with the measure of
faith that God has apportioned him.” Then to the Philippians he
said: “Never act out of rivalry or conceit; rather let all parties think
humbly of others as superior to themselves, each of you looking to
others’ interests rather than 1o his own.”

If you find yourself ofien criticizing others, even in your
own heart, maybe you are developing an attitude of superiority
or pride. Orif you find nothing acceptable in community or in a
commitiee except your own ideas, maybe you should examine your-

self closely. If a subdivision guard asks for your license when
entering the subdivision, and you get very irritated
or angry, maybe you still have reom for
Erowing in humiliny,

As businessmen, profession-
‘als, men and women of influence,
> and as community beaders, we are

#  the ones who are in the greai-
est danger of losing humil-
ity. When we give talks,
people listen; people with
problems come to us for
help. Our opinions seem o

be important to many. 5o it is
casy for us to falter in humility.
1 ask all of you, every member of

the BCBP, 1o please pray for your
leaders and for all leaders that they may
keep Christian humility well-rooted in their
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Ohedience
or spiritual stardom?

Mow let us talk about
obedience. The word obedience
comes from a Latin word that
means “to listen™, It applies
generally to all of us. It is not
Just from subordinate to supe-
rior, from leader to member,
from parent to child. And
sometimes listening is not re-
ally listening for direction, but
listening to understand what is
not being said as well as listen-
ing to understand what is being
said, Listeming also requires
fecdback,

Richard Foster in his oy s =
book, The Challenge of the Dis- T S
ciplined Life, believes that “Service severed from obedience degen-
erites into spiriteal stardom. Service devoid ofobedience says, *Look
a1 how wonderful T am, doing all these kind and self-sacrificing
things! Look at how much good | am accomplishing.™™

I 'am sure you can see the direct connection here between
humility and obedience. Scripture in 1 Sam. 15:22 sayvs: Obedicnce
i5 better than sacrifice. When we become content and successful in
our service, we need to check the condition of our heart in the areas
of obedience and humility. How easy is it for vou to accept evalua-
tion and eriticism? How open are you to others’ opinions? Do you
actively seek input, advice and feedback from your leader regarding
vour spiritwal life and adlerence to the BCBP Commitment Card?
Do you willingly accept service assignments even when you really
don't want to do i1?

.....

""Service
severed
from
obedience

degenerates
into
spiritual
stardom..."

- i e e e = 2 <

_ OBEOENCE 15 MUCH WORE SEEN I¥ LITTLE THINGS, THAN i oREAT, - T. Futier

Simplicity gives us freedom

The third virtue is simplicity. Again this is not a matter
of the externals. True simplicity 15 a matier of
the heart, a Kind of inner transformation and transparency that
strips our life of non-essentials to give us greater freedom to serve
and to please God,

This does not mean that we need o divest ourselves of
what we have honestly eamed or acquired; rather this virtee asks |
us to focus our attention on God without being distracted by our
worldly goods. We need to live in a way that shows where our joy
and security comes from. Many limes the more Money or pos-
sessions or public récognition we acquire, the more we strive to
obtain. And before we know it, we have entered an endless spiral of
desire and greed. Mo end to it!

Simplicity is not just a matter of practicing a simple
lifestyle. Are vou simpler in your thinking? Are you simpler in ways
of relating to others and with the world’s goods? Where/what is
vour ireasure? Where is vour heart?

Truth in all things

The last letter of the acronym HOST is *T" which stands
for Truth. Jesus said: “1 am the way, the truth and the life.” Thus if
you say you are living in truth, you are living in Christ. If you are
living in a lie, it is the opposite, Very simple, and yet so many ver-
sions of the truth abound today. We have the white lie, the gray
areas, the half-truths, the lie by omission of the truth, the social lie.
We say “Yes” when actually we mean something else. How very
devious the devil is in convincing us that there are so many-“acocpl-
able” ways to tell the “truth™!

St. Paul spoke to the community in Ephesus. He said: “Pul
a stop to lying, speak the truth to one another.” And he found it
necessary that people speak the truth to one another so that rela-
tionships could grow and develop. If we lie to one another, if we
cannot keep cur word or trust in each other's word, we can never be
a people united. Unity and harmony have their foundation in trust

and honesty. h




—

e scazne - sepe - Dec. 1908

"All

members .
of a community
are responsible

for their own
growth and that
of the community
as a whole."

What kind of example do we show
our children when we ask them to say we're
not at home to the telephone caller when ac-
tually we just don't want to be disturbed?

Fepeated bying is a seriows distor-
tion of character. We are supposed to be
formed in the image of God but we are be-
ing distorted into the image of the father of
lies, Satan, when we resort to fving, espe-
cially to habitually telling “little white lies™,

Being part of the community
mefwork

As we grow in personal holiness
in the BCBP, in community with others who
are also growing spiritually, we form @ net-
work of personal relationships. If we are
ol growimg, if we et ourselves become
distracted from our on-going conversion ex-
perience, if our life journey becomes dis-
torted along the way - then the network is
weakened and our community becomes less
strong.

We need to love and serve one an-
other in community. | believe it is equally
irm portant toalbow ourselves o be boved and
1o e served. There is 2 time 1o be a member
as well as a time 1o be a leader.

How many significant and lasting
friendships have you developed and nurtured
in your years in the Brotherhood? We need
1o take time out to do what Our Lord com-
mands us to do: “Love one another as [ love
you.” When this happens then we can all
say thattraly the Brotherhood is *commu-
nity” and that we are united and bonded to-
gether'in its network of harmony and

poace.
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hats for
leaders
to wear

Small-group leaders, action
group laaders, service ministry leaders
and breakfast héads nead to ba good at
| multi-tasking! In How o Have Greal
| Small-Group Mestings, Neal McBride
| Iists some roles that effactive group lead-
| ers perform in order 1o Keep 3 meeling
i on track and stimulating

i " Gatekeaper - makes sura that eveny-

| one participates and no ONE MORAGHO-
lizes,

| * Entouragar - offers words of praize,
support, and friendship; creales a warm

| atmasphere.

* Reflector - summarizas the feelings,

ideas, and reactions that are coming from

the group.

* Listéner - pays keen attenticn to what
| group members are saying and re-
| 5ponds appropnately.
| * Clarifier - asks quastions to make sure
| group members understand one another,
inwites opindon sharing; explains contant
| of processes that may be confusing,

* Follower - allows the group 1o make
decisions and to offer ideas.

* Standard sattar - reminds members of
covenants o obver ground nides that keep
the group functioning at its best.

" Consansus tester - mvites opinions
and deas about where the group
should be heading or how it should func-
thon

* Harmonizer - mediales conflicl be-
tween group members and helps peophe
M loward Compromasa and meconcl-
alicn

* Tenslon reducer - brings pergpeactive
and contexd to stressiul situations.

At which of thesa functions ane
you strongest? Where do you need to
improve? Which of thase rolas do you
gea other group members performing 7
[ How can you encourage athers in your
| small group to take on Some of thess
| functions?

Adaphed fram ° How o Have

Greal Smal-Group Meeilings, “c1997, by

Meal F. McBride. Published by NavPrass.
| All ngfus resenved
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Excerpts from Bro. Albert Morales’ article by the same title in the
Federation of Transparochial Charismatic Communities’ publication
entitled “Facing the Challenges of the Third Millenium.”

Used with permission.

The Federation:
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Meeting the challenges of the Third Millennium

hen | was in Baguio City | had dinner with the leaders
of the Sacred Heart Community founded by my classmate and
friend, the late Bro. Paul Aguas - a pioneer in the Charismatic Move-
ment that started in the early 1970"s. “Back then we started without
any formal training in the workings of the Spirit”, reminisced
Catherine, Paul’s widow. "Our small group would just sit around
the table talking about the Word of the Lord and sharing our
spiritual experiences. Suddenly someone would speak in rongues,
another would interpret, another would prophesy and soon the
entire group would follow and the whole house would shake with
the power of the Holy Spirit. There was no laying of hands. There
was no Life in the Spirit Seminar for us. It was a spontaneous
outburst of the Holy Spirit just like the book of Acts when Peter
was talking about Jesus to Comnelius and his household and before
he even finished talking everyone in the room was being filled by
the Holy Spirit. “Unknown to us™, she continued, “groups in Ma-
nila were also being formed by the Holy Spirit im 2 powerful way,
We came to know these other leaders like Fr. Pascual Adorable,
Bro. PB Dionisio, Fr. Herb Schneider and others who had the same
experience. Those were exciting times for all of us - the Spirit was
moving spontanecusly and powerfully to change all of us dramati-
callv,” she concluded.

From this spontaneous movement of the Spirit, the rencwal
in the Philippines entered a second phase in the mid to late 705
when the Communities became more structured and organised. The
various Communities that sprang up adepted either  the Catholic
Life in the Spirit Seminar that originated from Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan or the ecumenical Christian Life in the Spirit Scminac, Chris-
tian teachings were adapted from the Charismatic Movement in
the United States as is and others revised them to conform to Fili-
ping culture. Fr. Leonardo Polinar, unaware of the Seminars tha
originated from the United States, made his own indigenous Basic
Charismatic Renewal Semanar that 5 used by the Communitics
under his tuielage up to now,

by Bra. Albert Morales
President, Federation of Transparachial Charismatic
Conmmunities

Leaders, teachers and preachers emerged naturally as the
Communities grew. Each community defined its charism that the
Spirit had given it and pursued its vision and mission relentlessly.
The last twenty years have seen the tremendous growth of the Char-
ismatic Movement in the country. The bigger communities expanded
internationally following the Filipino hegira to foreign countries
all over the world. Bishop Tedodors Bacani, Episcopal Head of the
Charismatic Movement in the Archdiocese of Manila, character-
ized the Charismatics as the “5alt and Light of the Church™ giving
Mavor mot only 1o the Filipine Catholic faithful but 1o the Church

as i whole.

The challenge for the charismatics
in the third millennium

The remendous growth of the Charismatic Movement in
thee past thirty years has spawned its own problems. When the Com-
munities were small, the group energy was concentrated in achiev-
ing its vision and mission. But as they became successiul and grew,
problems emerged to haunt the Movement up to the present time.
Froblems of different Communities = large or small - are endemic
throughout the Charismatic Movement. The Movement is going
through another phase as we enter the Third Millennium - a phase
that may require a Renewal of the Renewed.

Some of the challenges that must be resolved are the prob-
lems that confront all of us teday;

The strugple to define governance af Communiiies.
Should Community govemance be a theocracy or democracy” Should
a few anointed onés rule the Community or should governance be
by the consent of the governed? How should the community be struc-
Tured?

Teachings and Spiritual fafks remain the same. Many
leaders are complaining of lack of materials for teachings and talks
from Catholic sources.

Truiring and Spiritual Formation for leaders is meeded.
There is a clamor for a school that could conduct training and
continuous spiritual formation for leaders and future leaders of the
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Charismatic Movement on a contineous basis. And there is a lack
_ of "Charismatic™ Priests to shepherd Communities,

The “disappearing™ Charismatics and Pastoral Care.
Phenomena among all Communities is the boss of members who
have attended their LS5 and their formation. These are the
Charismatics who are no longer attending their Communities' ac-
tivities but may be involved in other religious activitics. Some say
they are in their Parishes or perhaps have joined other Communi-
tics. Some are still Community-hopping looking for their “ideal”
community. Some may have “dropped out™ for many reasons. Some
say that this has something to do with Pastoral Care that should be
given more attention by Community leaders, Many are trying out
various forms of pastoral care structures such as: the formation of
cell groups or the formation of parish-based groups or such similar
variations. Communities have different experiences in dealing with
this challenge. However successful some Communities may have in
meeting this challenge, this particular problem still remains among
many communities to this day.

Is the Charismatic Movement Dying?

While we posiulate these challenges 1o the Charismatic
Movement, | do not mean that the movement is dying or that it is on
its death throes. On the contrary, we look forward to a more dy-
namic growth of the Charismatic Movement in the Third Millen-
nium - if we prepare for it and meet the challenges that it presents.
We are entering another phase in the growth of the movement,
| whose challenges must be recognized so that we in the Federation
and other leaders in the movement can address these issues and
look for possible solutions that Charismatic Communities could
adopt 1o halt these trends.

The Federation and its Role

The Federation has already started the process to meet the
challenges of the Third Millennium by reorganizing itself into a
foundation in answer 1o Bishop Ted Bacani's call in Octaber 1997
to “institutionalize™ the framework in which the Federation will

Bro, Alberd, FTC president addressing  one of the Federailon's
Elders meetings.

work. Standing Committees have been formed to study the various
problems confronting the Charismatic Movement. Already, the
transparochial Communities are also involving themselves in areas
that affect Philippine society by advocating various causes that will
give new dimensions 1o their apostolic mission. These tasks are made
more meaningful by the closer bonding of Heads of Communities
and their leaders through the Federation.

The Federation is continuing its efforts to network with
the other Charismatic groups in the Archdiocese as well as with the
Mational Service Committes of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Philippines that oversees the Movement through the country to be
able to get evervone involved in solving common problems.

Indeed the Spirit is moving powerfully to position the
Charismatic Communities to meet the Challenges of the Third Mil-
lennium whose hoped-for promise by our Lord of joy, serenity and
justice is awaited eagerly by all. May our God, creator of all things
seen and unseen, send a double-portion of His Spirit to empower
and guide leaders of the Charismatic Movement that they may pre-
pare themselves to meet the Challenges thai lay ahead and the prom-
ises that these challenges bring. @
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Experiencing
Community in the
BCBP

by Roy Cafleja, Quezon Clty

I tis always a Pentecostal expernence every time |
go to the yearly Chapter and Qutreach Heads Retreal.
Last November 6, this yearly affair was held in Cebu
hosted pancipally by the Cebu Chapter with the support
of their neighbor, the Chapter in Mactan. | call this yearly
affair a Pentecostal experience because every time we
meel, | always hear the different participants speaking in ~ wife, who did not know of my condition, to bring me to
joyful tongues, in their native tongues as they come from  my cardiologist, who had me undergo a check-up, found
the different places in the country such as Tuguegarao, a probable cause, gave me medicings and lold my wife
Baguio, Manila, Bicol, Bohol, Cebu, lloilo, Cagayan de to monitor my condition as | begged not to check-in 1o St
Oro, lligan, Davao justto name a few. tamazed meand  Luke's Hospital.

even if it seemed that in their joy they seemed to be Since there was a party in the house of a brother
drunk, | realized it was only Friday night, the start of the who was the uncle of my cardiologist, the brothers and
Retreat and the fellowship was to be on the evening of sisters present in the party called my wife at 8 in the

Ry wich wife Jenrerfe Callefa

Saturday. avening to check my condition. | told my wife the heavy
However, even if the paricipants were speaking  feeling in my chest was still present 5o he informed my
in their own native tongues, we all understood each doctor who was at the party. The doctor recommended
ather in the Retreat. Likewise when we shared experi- that | be confined and |, bull headed as | am, refused.
ances, we found out that our experiences were similar. Whan my wife again called my doctor about my deci-
In addition to this, the directions we proposed and the sion, the brothers and sisters decided to tell my wife to
conclusions we arrived at pointed to the same general persuade me to go o the hospital. They even made

area, the area where the Lord was waiting for us. People  plans together with my younger blood brother Sonny who
who understand each other, have had the same experi- is also a member of the chapter to go to my house and

ences, are of one mind. | believe this is what they call force me to go to the hospital. However, the obedient
community. husband that | am, | finally said “yes” to my wife. My

several days after the retreat and after some check-up and my confinement was a chapter decision as
concemns in the office, | felt a heaviness in my chest. it they had one heart. =
persisted for three days including the Chapler's Break- During my stay in the hospital, the members of
fast day when we had a couple sharer from The Woard our chapter and people from other chapters prayed for
Among Us, During that day, some sisters who saw me me during visits, in their homes, during the BCEP

beating my d‘lesl and who knew how | felt persuaded my  breakfast, even duning the teaching on

Six 15 ALWATS LOVING BADLY, OR NOT LOVING AT ALL, - M, QuovsT




%.II'HEHHAGAHHE * Sapt - Dec. 1995

fFocus T 17

GII' 15 not just a sport. It is a very good Christian school

Why is this 507 Well, because for one thing, golf reaches one 1o
be patient. Imagine having to walk so long under the heat of the
sun just to sink a small ball into a tiny hole? That to me s patience!
It also teaches perseverance, as in “persevere in your Christian
faith.” When you're in the middle of the course, say on the 3th
hole, you can’t just give up and go back. 101l take as much effort to
refrace your steps as it would 1o go on and finish the game. So,
golf teaches us as St Paul himself taught us, to “persevere 1o the
wery end”.

Golf allows for good fellowship and interaction, impor-
tant in all Christian communities, when we play with our favorite
golfing buddies. God likes 10 sex Christians rejoicing and joviul in
everything, even when playing golf. But, golfalso teaches us to be
comforiable in the silence of our own thoughts when we play alone
and use our time wisely meditating on the greatness that is God.

Golf teaches us to appreciate nature. A beautifully land-
scaped golf course is always chosen over a shabby one because the
beauty of God's nature all around assures us of His everlasting love
and provisions. Lastly, golfers never stop rying to become better at
the game, like good Christians who never tire of trving 1o become
better children of God.

It seems that God thinks this way, 0! Al the Puehlo de
Oro Golf and Country Club in Cagayan de Oro City, God smiles
on Christians who play golf. In this newly developed and what

Is GOD
PLAYING

FAVORITES?

could be considered the most beautiful golf course in the whole of
Mindanao, God has chosen to smile upon His own golfers. The
three record holders of the “Hole in One Titke™ of this course are
all Renewed Christians.

It's as if God handpicked these men and gave them a bo-
mus just to make their day happy. Looking at this, it makes one
wonder, 15 God playing favorites in the game? If so, then BCBP
must be his favorite, because all 3 title holders are Cagayan de Oro
BCBP members, Coincidence? Luck? Skill? Or a blessing? 1 call
it a smile. His smile on His beloved BCBP sons.

Aside from their being renewed BCBP Chrstians, thess
Hole-In-Ce Title Holders also have another thing in common
They are all “Ramons:” Ramon Velez (Yovong to us, BCLP 107,
Ramon Fernandez (Monet 1o us, BCLEF 2) and Ramon Singh {Just
plain Ramon to us, BCLP 6). Congratulations to all of you
Ramon's. We're happy and proud of you all.

So, ifyou are a goller, a renewed Christian, a BCBP mem-
berand a*Ramon,” fly on over to Cagayan de Owo and claim your
“Hole in One™ title from God, in our International Standard, all-
weather golf course, *Puchlo de Oro Golf and Country Clhub™.

As an sdded treat, vou'll be well-fed by their new
concessionaire Paolo's Ristorante, owned and managed by
BCEP Jess and Wena Pams. 1t shall be our Chaptes®s pleasure to
weleome you and have vou all as our guests, S&e you soon. -
Churlsse Ch. Fordlel

EXPERIENCING... from page 20

Fersonal Relationships of the Quezon City Chapler on
Movember 28, and even when they attended Mass. They
freely shared their time and resources, joyfully claiming
to God my safe recovery. And they were daoing this while
ministering to the child of a chapter member sick with
dengue and consoling and sponsoring mass for the
parents of three chapler members who recently died.

As | dwell on these experiences and as | read

= Acts 2 42-4T on the communal life of the converts

during the First Pentecost, | definitely know that this is
what community means. &=

Ray (lefit back rew), with his "Tocal commemin™ during
e o thnie relaocing Rroumenis.

»
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Seaturing: Rayben Maigue, BCBP-Quezon City

Keprinted with permission from Starweek, Sinday Wargazive of
Philippine Star issued on 28 Jurne 1998 - by Eilen Quifuana,

& there music after a hearing disability? One music
professor is finding out how sweet the music can be

¥ou could pity him - or you could admina him for over-
coming his difficulties and meving on to become one of the
country’s leading orchestral conductors, One cannot help but
do the latter upon meeating Rayben Maigue, professor of music
at the University of the Philippines (UP) College of Music and
currently musical director of the UP Jazz Ensemble,

There is no tinge of regret in his voice as he explains
hew his hearing problems came about. There is hardly any
self-consciousness in his voice, and the steady twinkle in his
ayas dares you to think of him as a person with a disability
°| was born with a cleft palate,” he begins, pointing to his
mouth. "When you're born with that condition the nasal and
&dr passage are left open and | was forever gelling ear infec-
tions. That's how [ gradually lost my hearing, When | was still
in high school, my mother would often tell me to sit in the
front row, but | didn't realize that it was because she already
knew | was a lite hard of hearing.”

Music being his first love, he went to the University of
the Philppines, where he majored in, of all things, trumpet
Did his condition ever get in the way of trurmpel playing? He
pauses to consider, then shakes his head. *No, | could've
let it, but | didn't. I've always been interested in music My
mather gave us all piang lessons, and | think that's whera it

all bagan.”
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It rivirs in tive farnily: the Maigue children ar ome with a
[l

Iy

It seems to run in the family, indeed: Brother Tony is
a well known flutist, while his wife, the former Nanette
Moscardon, is a soprano and currently vocal coach to the-
ater produchon companies. Their own children, Franco, Danya
and Lara, all know how to play the piano as well

Two years before his graduation from UP, Professor
Maigue established the UP Jazz Ensemble with a few like-
mended friends. It became one of the most lauvded jazz bands
in the country, a tradition that he, as its musical director, has
helped to uphald until now,

“The Jazz Ensemble has become a sont of training
ground for local music performers,” he reveals. “Not a faw
well-known seasoned musicians began their career as pan
of the Ensemble.” He laughs and almost sheepishly admits.
“It's loud. | can hear it | don't go for classical music because
| can't make out of the nuances of the melody, the dynamics.
The Jazz Ensemble, in particular, has a big band sound which
I love and can work with,®

Professor Maigue was the principal trumpet playes
and soloist i the Philippine Youth Orchestra from 1974 to
1978, He started his studies in UF in 1974 and eamed a
Teacher’s Diploma in music, as well as a Bachelor's Degree
in Music in 18973 (major in Trumpet). Professor Maigue be-
came part of the teaching staff while continuing this work
with the UP Jazz Ensemble. The first Asian Music Camp
held in Manila in 1973 found him participating as a delegate.
(We're the first ones (o use the National Arts Center in Mount
Makiling,” he recalls.)

m.l'rmﬂmm_ﬂm; * Sept. - Dec. 1958
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He likewise became a delegate (o subsequent mu-

™ sic camps held all over Asia, eventually ending up as tutor to

the delegates in 1986. °I had finished the round of music
camps, 50 | guess they got tired of me and made me a tutor,”
he grins.

His love for music led him to further studies and he
graduated with another degree, this ime a Bachelor of Music
in Orchestral Enr‘rduding in 1986, And what of his hearing
problem? *| paid it no heed. | was sick of going to EENTs all
the time who invariably told me that | had yet another hearing
infection which they had to clear up. | just chose ta live with
it,” he says.

Things took a tumn for the better last year, howeaver,
when he met Dr. Generoso Abes through the Brotherhood of
Christian Businessmen and Professionals. Dr. Abes is head
of the Otolaryngological Department of the Manila Doctors
Hospital, the UP Philippine General Hospital, and he is also
the prasident of the Manila Ololaryngological Foundation, Inc.
(MOFI).

“The Brotherhood knew that | had a hearning prob-
lem, and they offered to donate a hearing aid to me. I've
nevaer considered it because | wasn't comforiable being seen
with a hearing aid. But then | went to Dr. Abes and he sur-
prised me by saying that apart from a hearing aid | needed
immediate surgery on my ears. The passages were still open
and there was a nsk that the ear infections would go to the
brain, he axplained. Three surgical procedures were needed
to remove my eardrums and, with it, the possibility of incur-
ring ear infections. Now | just have my middle ears.”

Dr. Abes then suggested fitting him with a Siemens
hearing aid which, fittingly enough, carries the brand name
MUSIC, "He told me that it was a programmable hearing aid
simalar to what U5, President Bill Clinton wears. | could wear
it inside my ear, so | thought of considering it." He was a little
wary of the cost, 5o when Siemens Medical Systems, Inc.

offered to donate the hearing aids to him, he felt that greater
forces were at work,

“God provides everything,” he smiles. "All my life He's
given our family everything we ever needed.” He was fitted
with the hearing aids for both ears in February and the workd,
as he knew it, changed.

“I suddenly realized how much I'd been missing all
these years " he recalls. "It was like a whole new world open-
ing up. | could hear and participate in conversations more
easily. | could sit in the back row of a theater and still hear
everything clearly. | used fo loathe cast meetings whenever
I'd be rehearsing with a theater company because | couldn't
hear what was being said, but now | have no problems with
that anymore.”

He did not even want to be interviewed before, he
says, he was afraid of missing quaestions. He got irmitated when
people spoke softly, or when they did not look at him while
speaking. He had unconsciously bean lipreading and strain-
ing to hear what paople said to him without even realizing it
He is amazed at how fiaxible the hearing aid could be pro-
grammed to fit his needs. °| think the hearing aid has a lot of
possibilities and can do a lot to stimulate and even enhance
natural hearing,” he says. Being a musician, MOF!| doclors
find it challenging to work with him to discover what else the
MUSIC aid can do - his years of training in music enable him
to discern sounds that ordinary people may not even notice.
The dociors, who also program the hearing aids, value his
comments and feedback. "I think | force them to do the im-
possible,” he laughs

Impossible or not, the hearing aids seems to be work-
ing well for Professor Maigue. *1 don't have 1o strain to try to
hear things anymore. | no longer feel anxious about not hear-
ing what's being said by people around me. When | have to
do recordings or rehearsals, my ears no longer feel “tired”
even if | record or rehearse the whole day.” The hearning aids
will be put to a greater test when he starts rehearsals and
performances for a play in July.

Newspaper columnist and jazz aficionado Exequiel
Molina once wrote that Rayben Maigue “deserves creditfor a
job well done honing the band (UP Jazz Ensemble) in just a
few months to play as well as it doas. It brightens my heart 1o
know that jazz is alive and well in UP "

Music to Rayben Maigue's ears, cernainly - but it is
noihing compared to the sheer joy of being able to hear,
clearly, what his daughter whispers to him at the end of the
interview. &
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feture this. You're a successful businessman
with a loving wife and three adorable chil-
dren, all enrolled in the best Catholic sehools
ever established in-Manila, You have everything

im the world thar money can buy. Your wife's pas-

fime iz shopping and all sorts of hobbies that the
rich and famous are known for. You live in one of the best
suburbs in the city and you kave a sprawling rest house on
top af a hitd with a panoramic view of Metro Manila. Your
wife sits comfortably while a plaioon of helpers rum arowmd
according to her beck and call.

In the background, while success is treating you well and
pampenng you to your heart’s delight, you maintain a string of il-
licit affairs (and your wife doesn't know it). In business, vou bribe
your Wiy to the top. It is the one thing that keeps money flowing -
bribe, bribe and more bribes, In retum, you hoard so much meney
that you spend a fortune each night 1o paint the town red. You go
about the city with your bodyguards in tow driving around town
with the best cars money can afford,

Then in a blink of an eye, coupled with strings of bad luck,
you watch everything disappear slowly and torturously. Everything's
gone, including your savings and your wife's heirloom, Every thing
slipped out to a poini where your next family meal could not even
pass the shadow of doubs. You start remembering the money you
spent in joints that would not even give crumbs even if vou begged.
Thus 15 ome stary you ' ve god to hear,

Like a script lifted from a great movie plot, Dodo and
Junette Sta, Maria share about the great economic depression that
had befallen their family.

Q: Wher ﬂ:rq.l;:l-;:'m-u:.l':' HHow did all this siari?

Doddo: Tt started in 1988, [t was a time when logging con-
cessbons were suspended by the government, Because it wis merely
a suspension, | gambled my last money in hoping that the suspen-
sion wiould be lified seon, But as the money irimmed down and the
possessions showly disappeared, no liting of suspen-
sion happened. Not even my last ditch attempts of
lobbying and bribing could do it

Q: How did you cope with the transition?
Junette: The transition was painful, especially

I THE USERRNESS OF THUTN LIES THE HOFE OF HUMANITY, -
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to me. [ never experienced being in such a tight fix such as this one.
Much more with money! The only thing beft to doat that time was 10
pray, and back then we thought God never hears our prayers,

02 How did the twrmaraund begin?

Junetbe: 1i was at this time (in 1989} that Dode discov-
ered the BCBF breakfast mesting. The turnanound actually stared
to grow into a healing process as Dodo would claim. Bt back then,
he swears that his inlentions were simply (o get out of the prédica-
ment that we were in,

Dodo: | remember attending our first breakfast. It woke us
up and inspired us to move on. It was also during this period that we
were involved in all sons of odd jobs to make ends meet. We went
into meat processing, rice selling. insurance underwriting and from
her parents in a business venture to get back on our feet.

As | came to know the Lord through the breakiast, 1 bégan
to envy the sharers for how the Lord had blessed them in their lives
Back then, as desperate as | was, | asked the Lord why no blessings
had as vet been received by my family. And as | compared their lives
with mine, [ began 1o realize that the sharers were actively partici-
pating in Brotherhood service. And 30 1 thought that this would buy
n!I:i' lu'-.ﬁ:u' oL,

What | did then was next to incredible. 1 started atiending
all the seminars being offered by the Brotherhood. Anything that
was offered from CLP 1o BCMR to outreach programs, | counted
myself in. | thought it would be the path to our EXODUS onwards
io the “promised
lnnd.” I even volun-
teensd my Services to
the different minis-
tries, [ was a member
of the Music Minis-
iry, a breakfast emcee,
a discussion group
leader, an action
group leader, mass
lector and all the ser-
wices | could think of
doing. My focus was
tainded, 1 figured that
if Crod 520w iy good

An interview with Dodo and Junefte
Sta. Maria, Quezon City
by Buttons Sison

. N Dougias =
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works, he could help me regain my bost glory. Mot knowing it, | was
unconsciously BRIBING GOD with services (or zood- works).
“MNasanay kasi ako sa palakasan system. Alam mo na, patronage or
padring style,"”

It was at this point that Junctte and the children (who
were then teenagers) were trying to cope with the situation. Junetie
recalls that they often warned their children about having 1o stop
schooling in the event thar the situation worsened. She would also
recall, though, that they never asked their children to ransfer schools
(remember the kids were enrolled in expensive schools at that time).

It was also at this time that the kids were starting to get
closer to God, They were slowly involving themselves with a reli-
giows youth group near their rented home.

Dodo, on the other hand went from “free lancing” odd jobs
o jobless, this despite his desperate attempts to bribe God with
oded works.

At his lowest point, the Kids confronted Dodo about his
gtiEmpts to appear pleasing to God,

Dodo: You know what, the umaround actuallv came 2 or
3 years after my first breakfast. And the instrument used by God
was (of all people) my children. They came up and told me not to
focus on my financial problem but on the Lord, Their MESSAgE was
“not the gifts bat the giver of life, count your blessings, not your
despair.”

The message was so simple yet compelling. It cut through
oy heart, revealed the truth of my intentions and then set me free.
Then I realized how the Lord had kept us intact despite the finan-
cial cnunch, Suddenly, it dawned upon me how the Lord as blessed
vy family. Indeed, despite the lack of money, he provided for my
family”s needs and my children’s schooling. There was not a day
that we ran out of our basic needs. Then | realized | was bribing
God. And | repented.

Junette: The healing process began as we started trusting
the Lord in every aspect of our lives. Dodo, whoe by now had ac-
cepted his wrong doings, started to change his perspective. He now
looked at service as an act of love for God, notself. Then God started
working in our lives. First, he gave Dodo a stable job in 1991, The
he transformed our hearts into 2 loving and caring foster couple.
After taking away our focus in the tragedies that beset our family,
we started focusing on God’s love. We found his love 1o be enough
to tide us through. It was a miracle of sorts secing us rely totally on
Him.

Junette: Then the unthinkable happened in 1991, We val-
unteered to become foster parents for abandoned children. Despite

e

our limited financial resources, we counted ourselves part of the
“One on One™ care program for children. The program calls for fos-
tering and nurturing them while the DSWD was looking for a suit-
able family fo adopt them.

This meant spending our own money, time and ¢ffort to
care for a child whose background we didn’t even know, Most of
the children passed on to us were sickly, filled with different skin
diszases and thin as a match stick. 1t meant something like loving
the unwanted,

But when wou're focused on God's eternal and great
love, vou forget the physical difficulties. What drives you is Him
alome.

Ever since we have never turned down a child passedon 1o
us for fostering. When we started doing this in 1992, we did not
focus on what we could get, rather on what we could give, Besides,
there"s no material reward that can be born out of it. 1t°s more of
EIVng.
Dodo: The satisfaction that we only get is thai of shanng
(iod's love to the needy. That's all, nothing more. And for every
child delivered to us for fostering, there is always an unexpected
blessing coming our way.
Come to think of it, after attempting to bribe God, he trans-
formed our hearts into foster parents,
Dodo and Junette Sta. Maria are currently serving as unit
leaders in the Quezon City chapter of the Brodherhood. Their life
testimony has been heard in several different chapters and they have
inspired a 11 of men and women to focus on God's love,
To date, Dodo and Junette have fostered seven children,
Their family album is filled with pictures of these children when
they were still sickly and thin (and bevond recognition). Then as
wou flip the pages, you find different pictures of them, this time
blooming amd
healthy ba-
bies, These
are the results
of their care,
They have
adopted one
of them as
their own -
her name is
Julia, Just re-

* cently, they
have accepicd
fwins.

In their own
words, they
can only ul-
ter this mes-

" sage for their
newfound wealth. “He has never failed to us. He manages to sur-
prise us with unexpected answers.”

Just 1o be curious, [ asked the couple if they missed their
vaunted riches, or long for them to come back. They replied: Sure,
we still long for the comforts in life. But if we have a choice be-
tween comifon and the family, we'll always go for family. And we
won't exchange the peace and joy that we are expeniencing today.

As it is we're contented with whai we have g
T e T |
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Hindi tayo mabibigo sa ating pag-asa, sapagkat ang pag-ibig ng Diyos ay ibinuhos sa ating —
mga puso sa pamamagitan ng Espiritu Santo na ipinagkaloob sa atin. - Roma 5:5

mm::ﬂnm'e*m:-nu 1908

ni Nene Bondoc Ocampo

abi ko na, eh!

(Ang bukol na sumulpot at
naglahong hindi maipatiwanag ng sivensa)

“Walang nakitang anumang abnor-
mal na pamumukol, walang anumang
pangangapal ng balat, walang mamo-
grapikeng katibayan ng pagiging malignant.”
Cranito ang buod ng mammegraphy report ni
Dr. Emmanuel Perex ng Sacred Heart Hos-
pital sa Malolas.

“Purihin ang Divos! Maraming
salamat Lord!™ Yong iba pang nakasaad =a
maikling report, na nakuha rin namin nang
umagang ryon ng Mavo 7, 1998, ay nagsasabi
rin na negatibo sa ibang anggulo ang aking
dibdib. Walang gagawing operasyon, dahil
walang ooperahin!

Puro “Purihin ang Divos" lang ang
ibinubulong ko s sarili ko. Sinisikap kung
huwag maluha dahil baka madramahan sa
akin ang nars at ang iba pang pasvente. Bale
ba'y naroon ang isang pinsan kong lalaki
para ipabasa sa doktor ang mga negatibo ng
X-ray ng ospital na pinapasukan niya. Sa
sobramz uwa av nawalan ako ng Kibo. Ang
puso’t isip ko'y nakikipagusap sa Pangi-
noon. “Sabi na nga ba, eh. Hindi ako
papabayaan ni Lord. Makaiskor ka na naman
Lord. Ang bait mo talaga! Sobra ka na.
Grabel”

Sa uwa rin ng mister ko na hindi
na kami gagasta ng malaki sa operasyon,
nagyaya syang mananghali sa Malolos Kitch-
enefie, na katapat lang ng ospital, Masarap
at sariwa ang iniulam naming sinigang na
hipon. [von nga lang, makaapat na kaming
humingi ng inumin bago kami nadalhan. At
para hindi na uli kami magtagal sa paghingi
pa, dahil kulang ang tig-isang baso sa
matinding uhaw namin, kinuha ko na lang
ang pitsel na nadwan sa kalapitnamesa. Yong
inorder na Coke ni Obet ay noong hinihingi

na lang namin ang lista ng babayaran dinala,
kaya tinanggihan na lang niya.

Di bale, masava pa rin ako.
Magaling na ako! May konting sakit na lang
ng pagkaipit sa aparato. Gano'n pala kasakit
ang mamography. Iniipit sa aparato ang
kaliwa al pagkatapos ay kanan mong suso.
At ipit na talagang piping-pipi. Isang
patagilid at isang pasapad. Iniisip ko ngana
kung talaga palang may bukol ay madudurog
na roon mismao.

Magaling na ako! Pinatunayan na
naman ng Divos ang kapangyvarihan ng dasal,
Pinatunayan na naman Niva ang kanyang
walang hanggang pagmamahal. Ano pa ba
ang mahihiling ko sa Divos kundi ang
panatilihin nivang yumayabong ang aking
pananalig sa kanya at bigyan Niya ako ng
pagkakataong makapaglingkod sa Kanva.

Maliligo ako noong kalagiinaan ng
Marso ng naramdaman kong masakit ang
kaliwang gilid ng kaliwa kong suso. Nang
kapain ko ay may nakabukol na kasing taba
ng kalingkingan ko sa kamay at mga isang
pulgada ang haba. Noon lang ako
nakaramdam ng ganoong sakit ab litaw na
litaw ang bukol. Waalala ko agad and isang
dati kong reporter ng nagkagayon.
Pagkatapos masuri ay inapura ang pag-
oopera, Sinundan pa ivon ng hales isang
taong chemotheraphy. Gumaling siya “dahil
naagapan.”

Kaya pagkabihis ay mumawag ako
sa kaibigan kong doktor. Director siva ng
isang ospital at kasama ko sa Kilusang
kooperatiba, bukod pa sa mivembro rin
siya ng Marriage Encounter na itinuturing
kong kabalikat ng komunidad naming
Brotherhood of Christian Businessmen and
Professionals. Pagdating ko sa ospital pina-
x=ray niva ako. Habang hinihintay
madebelop ang negatibo ay sinuri naman

niva ang -dibdib ko, “May bukol nga.
Madali lang van. Operahin na natin para
maeksamen ang makukuha. Iyon ang
pagbabasehan kung okey na ang operasyon
o kung kailangan mo pa ng chemotheraphy,”
zabi ni Dr. Romy.

Dahil sa huli nivang sinabi ay
may ibig pumulandit na isang salita sa isip
ko: kanser. Pero pinipigil ko. Wala siyang
karapatan sa buhay ko. Bukol lang ito,
hastal

“Hindi kita sisingilin ng profes-
sional fee. Yon na lang anacsthologist at mga
gamot sa vo.” Maagap na dugtong ni Doktor.
Sinabi rin niyang hindi naman kasing
apurahan iyon na katulad ng apendisitis,
kaya ubrang sa bakasyon na lang para hindi
ako mag-aalala sa nagsisipag-aral kong mga
anak. Bale ba'y magtatapos sa kobehiyo ang
pangalawa kong anak na si Nico at
ipaghahanda namin. Mahirap kumilos kung
bagong opera ka.

Mang ihatid ako ni Dr. Romy sa
pinto ng ospital ay napansin siguro niya ang
pag-aalala ko. Pinavapanivaang e
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PATO-TOQ ... from page 26

loob ko. “Kung gusto mo ay humanap ka ng
second opinion sa ibang doktor, nakangiti
miyang sabi."™

Hindi blangko ang isip ko habang
naglalakad ako papuntang sakayan ng dvip.
Pero wala rin akong matandasng malinaw
na laman ivon. Hindi muna ako umuowi sa
amin. Dumaan ako sa adoration chapel sa
simbahan ng Pulilan. Nakipag-usap ako kay
Hesus. Nakiusap ako sa kanva, A, hindi ako
nagtanong ng “bakit™ Hindi naman Siva
nagpapaliwanag, eh.

Nang mangawit na ako sa
pagkakaluhod ay naupo ako sa karpet.
Nireplay ko sa kanya ang lahat ng mga
kabutihang ginawa Miva sa akin noon una.
Noong sabi ng doktor ay hindi ake
magbubuntis dahil sa goiter ko, nagbuntis
ako, Nang sabihing kandidato ako sa
cklamsiya dahil sa heart click ko at sa ospital
ako dapal manganak; bukod na sa bahay ako
nanganak, mag-isa lang ako sa bahay namin
nang ipanganak ko si Haha, Nang sabihin
ng doktor na kailangang operahin ang goi-
ter ko, hindi ivon naopera pagkatapos ng
pray over dahil lamabas sa scanning sa Heart
Center na nag diffused iyon at finom na lang
ako ng gamot. Hindi ko nagamit ang
reserbasyon sa East Avenue Medical Center
na rekumendado pa ni noon ay Sek. Juan
Flavier.

Mang mabuntis ako sa bunso ko,
nakita sa ultrasound na placenta prebia o
sunong ang inunan. Delikado raw makunan
o kung maipanganak man ang bata ay tivak
sesaryvan. Pero dalawang oras bago ako
isesaryan ay humilab ang tivan ko at sa
strefcher ko na lang inuluwal si Bibo,
‘i'i"al-arlg -u-p-:m:.un

MNang ipagdasal ko ang kapatid
kong tinaningan ang bubay, mismong sa
adoration chapel ding ito siva nakadama ng
pagpapagaling mula sa Panginoon at
hanggang ngayon ay buhay ang Kuya Beto.
MNang mastroke ang kapatid kong panganay,
matapos maipag peay over ay naikilos niya
ang kaliwang bahagi ng kanvang katawan.
Pgayon &y nagtitinda na uli sa Central Mar-
ket ang Are Cion at deboto na rin ng adora-
tion chapel.

“Kaya Lord, hindi ko iuwuwi ang
bukol kong ito, Iiwan ko ito sa iyo. Bahala
ka kung ano ang gusto mong gawin. Pero
kung pwedehihilingin kosa Ivong
pagalingin Mo ako. Kauumpisa pa lang natin
ng ministri ko sa palengke, ang Hibuen. At
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saka gusto ko pa ring ma-enjoy ang pamibya
ko.”

Al saka, di ba ang sabi mo, ang
katawan ko'v templo ng Ivong Espiritu?
Ciusto Mo bang manahan sa isang templong
may haukol T

Pag wala na akong rmasabi 23 kanya
nagta-tongues ako. Yon bang nagdarasal sa
banvagang wika. lio’y isang kaloob na
natanggap ko nang mabinyagan ako =a
Espirita noong harso 23, 1985,

5a mga natuivuhan ko, ai pina-
ninmwakaan, kapag ganoon ay nakikipag-usap
sa Espiriiu ng Diyos ang aking espimiu. Alam
ba ninyo kung paano Siyva sumagod sa usapan
rarminT

Hibang nakatitig ako sa ostivang
nakatanghal sa altar, lumalabo't lumilinaw
kong nakikita roon ang mukha ni Kristong
nakapako. lba-iba ang anggule, pero pi-
nikamadalas, ang natagilid. Nakatmgin s
akin. Inunahan ko na Siya sa santambak
na pasasalamat s3 inangkin kong pag-
papagaling.

Paglabas ko sa ilalim ng kumbento
ay natanaw ko agad ang karatula ng
*Pasalubong.” Diretso ang hakbang ko at
umorder ako ng isang ispesyal na halo-halo,
Umaapaw £a walaw ang halo at yelo, Hind
ko tuloy mahalo, Inisa-isa ke munang kaimnin
ang ice-cream, ube at leche flan sa ibabaw,
bago ko natikman yelo. Blow out ko sa sarili
ko dahil naidiskarga ko na kay s

ake, rattle and rc¢

by Allase and Evelyn dela Cruz, ﬂ;nezan City

__ﬁw.ww?mwhmummwm :

Fear and the desire for survival gripped me. Even as |
tried desperalely to swim ashore, my heavy jacket was pulling

iil‘ y boat 1o reach my final destination.
ol ﬂmm al the city proper, | immediately changed

ity ur service boat. The motoman told me it was. not safe
ygm& the stormy weather. |n spite of his
o __Ihﬂlbglﬂpﬂhﬂd&dhlmmﬂm
fed to the fishpond.

- ashore, All of us in the boat survived, But for sure, the

“seas? | pray thal my faith will not shake, rattle or foll.

me down and impairng my manewvers. | couldn’t snap the zip-
per of my jacket because of weariness and fatigue. | felt | could
o longer survive the situation. Leaving my wife, Evelyn, and the
kidz behind was somathing | could not Imagine. | was stuck in
mammmmmmmmww
almost teaning ma apart.

It was at this time when | realized | needed help from
above, something more powerful than what | was going through.
| prayed to the Lord very intensely. Miraculously the zipperof my
pmdwmmmmﬂwhm:ﬁmlwmw

safaty.
Gmnnmnummmmmmnndm
hﬁﬂﬂﬂdﬁﬁiﬂilﬂﬁmﬂﬁﬂHl&MHagﬂlm

anather life o know and serve Him morae.
And if in case | encounter another storm in the open

FiinG CARWET = A CARMWET FOR MISPLACING THINGS IN A SYSTEMADC WY,
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PATOO-TOO from page 23
Hesus ang bigat na biglang dumagan sa

puso ko matapos kong marinig ang sabi ng
doktor.

Mula nang araw na iyon, araw-amaw
akong nakakaramdam ng sakit-makatatlo,
miakaapat, makalima maghapon. Minsan nga,
ang alam ko lang ay madalas hindi ko na
nabibilang. Tuwing sasakit ay puro “Purihin
ang Diyos” lang ang nasasabi ko. Kapag
turnatagal ang sakit, maraming “Purihin ang
Diyos™ lang ang nasasabi ko. No'ng minsan,
sa tindi ng sakit, naluha ako habang
RAEPUPUr,

Pa'ano dati, sa lugar lang ng may
bukol ang sakit. Nang gabing ivon,
sumasakit anb buong kaliwang suso ko. Sakit
na nooNE Una'y parang tinutusok ng karayon.
Tapos naging parang naghahakot ng nana.
Gaya ng nahthinog na pigsa.

"Tuwing sasakit ay
puro 'Purihin ang
Diyos'lang ang
nasasabi ko. Kapag
tumatagal ang
sakit, maraming
Furihin ang Diyos' 2SS
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nahuhulog na tuloy sa gilid ang sahog na
gulay. Kaya, bawi narin kako kahit maopern
na. Ipagdarasal ko na lang ang doktor na
oopera sa akin.

Nang panashong ito naman ay alam
na sa aming kapatiran ang aking sakit at
marami ang nagbabalita na ipinagdarasal
daw nila ako. Marami rin ang lumatawag
upang mangumusia, “Kelan ka' mag-
papaopera’”

“Pag gusto na ni Lord na maopera
ako, mahuhulog sa harap ko ang perang
panggastos,” pabire kong sabi sa kanila,
dahil noon ay dumadaan sa butas ng karayom
ang badyet namin.

Noong May 7, walang pasok sa
Pampanga at nasa bahay lang ang mister
ko. Bukod sa sinusundo niva ko sa puwesto
ng HIBUEN, na bihira niyvang gawin

lang ang g; Nepe as ang asawaeny i m'u,]'nng r.lqg.ﬂ-ﬂm

nasasabi ko.

Mula noon, tuwing sasakit ang suso
ko &y may isany tao akong ipinadrarasal sa
Panginoon. Umaalala ako ng isang kamag-
anak o kaibigan na alam kong nanga-
ngailangan ng dasal, ang kapatid kong may
sakit, ang kanyang mga anak, pati ang
pamangking kong kamamatay lang na
napanaginipan ko, ipinagdasal ko rin.

Sa mga ito'y pinakamadalas kong
ipagdasal ang pamangkin kong nabiktima
ng droga, ang isang matigas ang loob at
sakit ng damdamin ng magulang, &t ang
isang nakakulong habang binibistahan sa
isang mabigat na kaso. [vong una'y pumayag
nang manahan sa Galilee Home ni Fr. Boyet;
ang ikalwa'y nakakatulong na ng magulang
sa paghahanapbuhay bagama’t dapat pa ring
ipagdasal; at ang ikatlo'y tinatrabaho pa
siguro ng Divos, sapagkat wala pang linaw
ang kanyang kaso.

Anupa’t kung ilalagay ko sa
badehadong ang mga nasagot na dasal ko
buhat nang sumakit ang dibdib ko,
UMaapaw Na ivon na parang pansit gisadong

kahit sa gitna Ag tindi ng kanvang karamdaman,

tumutuloy kami sa ospital ni Dr. Carol sa
Malolos. Wala na sivang makapa (Saan
napunta yon?) Pero, para raw makasiguro
magpa-mammagraphy nga ako. Sa Maynila
daw ang alam niva, pero balia raw niva ay
magkakaroon ang Sacred Hearl. Meron ngza!
Atnang magpunta kami, ang bukol ay “wala
nga!” Amen!

JRALANGIN: Mahiwagnang yong
pamamaraan, O Diyos, ngunit ang pag-ibig
Mo ay walang hanggan. Sa mga nanalig sa
lyo, ang mga himala ay nagiging
pangkaraniwan. Salamart sa [yong mga
pagpala. Sa Iyo kami asa sa iba pang mga
biyaya.

PAGNINILAY: Huwag agad
masindsk sa mga pagsubok ng dumarating
sa buhay mo. Bago Kung ano ang isipin,
L5 ] Ha:i:,.'ﬂ |-s,:|. mina kumonsule “I,umﬂpiﬂ
kayo sa Divos at lalapit siva sa invo.”
{Santiago 4:6) “Ipagkatiwala ninyo sa
Kanva ang inyong mga kabalisahan
sapagkan siva ang kumukopkop sa inve.” (1
Pedro 5:7)d

Pogrmes = Amuﬁﬂwm; E-EA.I.-E mmv'mma'rwmﬁ.

Are Enmputem
male or
female?

Men think computers
should be referred to as females,
just like ships, because:

1. No one but the Craator under-
stands their internal logic.

2. The language they use to com-
municate with other computers is
incomprehensible to everyone alse.
3. The message “Bad command
or file name” is about as informa-

& tive as "If you don't knaw why 'm

mad at you, I'm certainly not go-
ing to tell you.” .

4. Your smallest mistakes are
stored in long-term memory for
later retrieval.

5. As soon as you make a com-
mitment to one, you find yourself

~apaﬂhﬁl'nh'm wmm—

mw‘iﬂ’fﬂm

%mm@mmmmm
referred to as male. Here's why:.
1. They have alnrnfdnta_.hutﬂ'ny
are still ifnm 3

2. Thay -sup[:hﬂdh hﬂP? fol
auhupm&ma but half i
they AHE“EBPMHHH
3. As S00N a8 you mrrurﬁ’lﬁr,!:l:lﬁu
you realize if you had waited.
longer, you could have obtain
bettermodel.
4. In order to get their

you have to tumthemon..
5. A big power surge will m
them out for the mucﬁ#nnb&




W APATIRAN MAGAZINE * Sept. - Dec. 1998

WORKS?

__SHARING T 25

BEING

"kl

by Ric Galing, Quezon City

aving been ebevated to our Men's Breakfast “Hall ol
Fame™ for receiving the anmual * Fighers of Men™ award for niore
than halfa decade, | know just how much God has puided me in
bringing in more businessmen and professionals to the BCRP.

Of course, 1o bring brothers and sisters 10 the BCLP and
Breakfast is not a joke. To make the evangelizmtion process lively
and enjovable, an appropriale joke may be resorted o attiract
targets. The process requires quality time and extra effort 1o 1alk
to people about the goodness, faithfulness and marvelous deeds of
the Lord. One of the things 10 be emphasized to the target is this:
Inspite of the difficultics. trials and tests we undergo or have
undergone, God is abways victorious in the end and that God's
abundant mercy and infinite bove for us will never be exhausted
This type of approach is very effective in cases where the tanget or
targets are problematic, For the strength and luxury of time
afforded me, | praise God for this grace and dedication to face the
miricate and challenging arena of evangelization and pursuit of
the great commission, | really praise and thank the Lord®

Edith-and | have asked and are still asking for God's
grace 10 be able to meet the appropriate people (both [ost belicy-
ers and non-believers) who can be convinced 1o join the BCBP
v Breakfast or CLLP. And they really come! Insteed of accepiing

. heir cordial invitation to join them in world’s dark exciting side,
| invite them to join the Breakfast at Terrace Grill with the usual
first tmers” incentive. Once they responad vohe mvitation |
underiake a series of follow-ups coupled with fasthiul consisten
prayérs that their hearts be softensd for Cheist and that the Holy

_HL'ﬂ-L'r' FATCHAED FESMITES AST IT.guﬂ'_J_:b_!'q'_rth_!&_'ﬂ,l_ﬂﬁ.

Spirit descend wpon them
Surprisinghy it really works.,
The :u|'t|.';'lf1|.‘|’|2|||l5 FUEETE
them is constant {lovely
makulit style). At times, Edith
and 1 show persuasive interest
aver theeir CLIFFIAME WL & NN
leaf. We moihrough the extent
of sharing with therm the
winderful graces that God
has been showering upon
thema and their loved ones,
and of course o me and my family, inspite of human infirmities.

Cine effective '.l.':t:.'nF L'-i_:-ul.'im;i:lgﬂn: lArgeds b jain the
BOL P s o open the Bible, read and share with them thie powerful
wigsd of the Lond and preclaim what God has been really doing
minrvelously and miraculously in our daily life.

My long stint with Malacanang and the Depaniment of
Lakorand Emplovment was a wonderful faith expenance
Undoubtedly this enabled me 1o serve the Lond by proclaiming
and spreading the Good MNews in the markerplace. “Go then to all
peoples everywhere and make them my disciples, baptizing them
i the name of the Faiher, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and to
teach them toobey evervihing. | have commanded you.”™ (Mt
281 19-20).

IF we experience drymess inevangelizaton and in
pursuing the grest commission. consull the gracious Heavenly
Father and pray hard with expectant faith, Don't give up, pray
unceasingly, It works, The drmess will fade away and turmn o
consolation, o precious gift from the good, Kind and loving God.
Pranse the Lord,




Moving on, the father seriously instructs

the son: "If we sold our Patral for 395000

counting the customer’s tawad, and bought this car

here for 345,000 we'd have 50,000 left over - that's enough for one

ticket to Crlando.” Orlando being a summer dream,; Nico's face vis-

ibly brightens as he smiles slightly and nods again, this time with
Vigor.

I closed my eves and smiled 1o myself. PFF 101 was in
progress: that's Preparation for the Futire - Finance, onc of the
many subjects in our educational agenda for our children, which we
have been conducting for quite sometime now, informally, of course.
Our children, typically, are quick studies. Proof: In Baguio, then 6
vear old Tono restlessly waited for the Mass 1o end because he had
been promised a cup of taho, He shuttbed several times from the
taho vendor by the church steps 1o another in the parking lot. Fi-
nally, when Mass was over. he proudly announced that he was buy-
ing from the fellow in the parking lot "because he gives more sago!™

We are facing tough times ahead, what with the economic
crisis that has assaulted us in global proportions. Our children, pre-
dictably, will have to deal with much more than we did in terms of
pressure, complexity and change. It only makes sense that money
smans should be part and parcel of their empowerment for this fu-
ture, And 50, we count it as one of the many, many things we teach
them.

An article about ehildren and money wall invariably give
paoanters on giving allowances teaching the math basics, the con-
cepts of tipid and tawad, etc. I'd like to go beyond that and link
finances to the teaching of other values besides. Hear me out.

What we instruct our children about money is largely a
function of our own family values, Understandably, parameters and
processes will vary from one family to another. But across the board.
values like self-mastery, discreteon and forethought should be trans-
mitted. How many stories of success = and rain = do we know in
which these values and the like play key pans?

In our family, we drum up the dignity and importance of
honest laboe. Whenever Anton announces that hve wants to be o farmer
when he grows up, no one sneers: "fammers are community helpers
and they give us food!™ Especially since we run a home office we
constantly remind our children that the times, areas and tooks of our

08 (NN, They re the same vear model, so owrs is cheaper - .:.rfm.l';{?r byl

ool
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From Cries to Kisses

[ wake up from a rainy nap isarap) to the drone of Nelson s voice. Peeking | saw him huddled
with Nico, our eldesi, over the newspaper. They were poring over the cars-for-sale ads, in
which we had one posted for that day.

“See, this Patrol is selling for 450,000 and ours is only

" Nico nods solemnly.
wark are to be re-
specied, They have
learned to recognize
thar work is necessary
and takes up a respect-
able churk of our time.
And a good thing it &5,
because their delight is
doubled when we set
our work azide on oc-
¢asion 1o do things
with them insiead.
Melson and | also de-
rive miwch joy fnom the
blessing of being able
to “declare™ a holiday
for ourselves once in a while, when the children have no classes, for
IS EC

They are learning the worth of the hard-eamed peso, how-
ever devalued it is. We encourage them 1o spend soberly: on grocery
wips, we carry a list and no one gets anything that isn’t on it, not
cven Mom! (OF course, the 181 containg ond of two treat items - no
sense in being oo rigid!). When we buy things: shoes, clothes, (oys
or supplics, “15 it good value™ and “Do | need it?” Count as much
as “Do | like ™

The Orlando family trip, a dream hatched two summers
ago, 15 coming along well, thanks to the children’s participation -
Mico is itinerary master - and contribution - their share i any wind-
fitlls is turned in 1o help pay for the irip.” Of course, when Anton
sold a grasshopper 1o a classmate and spent his 30 peso income on
icee and cola that was hardly sober spending, but then again it wasn't
really hard-camed, was it. (What's this example doing here?)

The Ovlando dream is a very godd illustration of our ef-
forts 1o balance our work and our recreation. Modeling the work
hard, play hard dictum sets the tone for our children’s expectations
of themselves. The principle of delayed gratification comes into play
whenever one of mone of owr children rides with Nelson to our marble
plant in Bulacan, they all go and “work™ first before having that
:,'|.||'||||:|p:..',lu||:.- peleal on the Wy home. Huwmjﬁ:.-s wWe met h—
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Bupaer = A PAY-A5-YO-G0 PLAN TIWAT DOESN'T LET ¥OU GO ANYWHESE,

-
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Kid"

Two heads ... are pretty scary.

A miss is as good as ... a mister.
A penny saved ... is not a lot.

Haste makes ... sweat.

It is always darkest ... just before you flunk a test.

A journey of a thousand miles begins with ... a private jet.
A committee of three ... gets things done when they are not fighting.

Laugh and the world laughs with you. Cry ... and then blow your nose.
A bird in the hand is ... better than a woodpecker on your head.
Early to bed, early to rise ... and you will get the best cereal.

It is better to light a candle than ... to light a bomb.

Don't bum your bridges ... or you'll fall in the lake.

- Ann Landers as shared by Mrs. Lesly Vick, Westlake Village, Calif.

FPToVelbs

There is nothing new ... under the rock.

If you can't stand the heat ... try Antarctica.
Better late than ... absent.

A rolling stone ... may dent the floor.

If at first you don't succeed ... live with it.

They have learned
; fo recognize that
work is necessary
and fakes up a
respectable
chunk
of our
time.

treated more often to manifestations of this valuable habit in self-
control, as the children grow older and less self-absorbed. Home-
work first before the favorite cartoon show. Even 4-vear old Mia, as
narrated by her pre-school teacher prefers 1o do her tasks first be-
fore going off to play in the comer. Marga gladly opted to buy a less
expensive lunch box when I hinted that the savings may go towards
buying her a desired toy - later.

These examples also point to anotheér value in which we
try 1o immerse our children, that of good stewardship. This involves
exposure to and training in prudence, resourcefulness and hard work.
Added to this is the continuous demonstration of the fact that this
money we have is as much to spend and to save as to share with
those who haven't. We try to develop in the children a desire to
level the field a little more in favor of the less fortunate, Thus, we

involve them in our support for service programs, especially those
intitiated by their schools. We conduct regular “old clothes days,”
resulting in bags of old elothes delivered to the parish office. It is
good 1o witness, once in a while a flowering of their social con-
science. When there is a service drive in school, street beggars range
from an cagermess to give (here's another one, I'll give, I'll give!) to
a questioning of life’s realities (“but why did God make them with-
out a house?"), even traces of that old devil selfishness (“Moin!
We're ninning out of money!™) - but never never indifference.

More than anything else, we try to focus them on the Giver
than on the gifis. Prayer times are punctuated with thank you's to
Giod for all sorts of things, When there iz a financial difficulty, prayers
dgain go up to heaven for the Lord’s assistance. Whether we are
composing faxes, traveling to an exhibition, enjoying a vacation or
window shopping we enjoin our children to lift these endeavors
up to God. We recognize and acknowledge that our heavenly
Father is with us, providing for us and blessing us. Little by little,
a full dependency on the Lord for all things - spiritual, physical and
material - 15 growing on our children, and rightly so.

Itis said that money in itselfis not evil. Used properly, and
creatively, it can even be so much more than amedium of exchange.
I have just illustrated how the concepl of money can be a tool for
impariing life values for work and recreation: respect, sobriety, stew=
ardship and trust in God's providence. I'm certain that in your own
families, something of this sort gees on as well. And that makes
perfect (money) sense. s

e S .



Joe Corufia, Cagayan de Oro

he day was September

19. On a short notice

(September 18), Hedy

and | were tasked to give
our personal sharing in our Malaybalay
outreach breakfast. To topit all, | was
also tasked lo give the talk on “Who is
Jesus Christ” for the BCLP No. &
which would immediately follow the
breakfast, due to the sudden unavail-
ability of the scheduled speaker. This
is just an example of God's call for us
o accomplish His will in our market-
place - the milieu of businessmen and
professionals.

Seven years ago, when Hedy
and | were called into active service in
the Brotherhood, we would have
questioned the wisdom of that assign-
ment. We had a different paradigm
then of the portent of things to come.
We were just contented with having
come back into cur Father's mansion,
as He says "So many rooms have
been prepared for each of you.”
{Jofin 14:2) for we were on a spintual
high after having passed through a
marital crigis in our lives, But there
was no turning back. We had to
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recover lost ground. We knew there
was 50 much to accamplish for the
Lord. What we did not know was that
God had more plans in store for us,
From the book on “Experiencing God®
thie author says "God is the cne who is
at work, and He alone has the right lo
take the iniiative to begin a work. He
does not ask us to dream our dreams
for Him and then ask Him to bless our
plans. He is already at work when He
comes o ws, His desire is to get us
from where we are to whare He is
working.... He invites us, therefore, to
become involved with Him in His
work,”

Jeramiah 29:11-13 says |,
alone know the plans, | have for you,
plans to bring you prosperity and not
disaster, plans o bring about the
fulure you hope for. Then you will
come o me. You will come and pray
for me, and | will answer you. You
seek me and you will find me because
you will seek me with all your heart.”

It is this kind of attitude that
has kept us going throughout the

different seasons of our lives despite
the difficulties that we often encounter
along the way as we keep in cadence
with our Lord Jesus Christ. Truly, the
Christian walk is not an easy walk,

In the many years that we
have been in the Brotherhood, we
have seen brothers and sisters suffer
from “Spiritual Schizophrenia” that
distorts their spiritual vision but we
have also seen them go through a
“Spiritual Mania® that only the Holy
Spirit can give. And we have 1o thank
the Lord for it. Our Father knows all
cur needs. Mo wonder we need nol
worry. We are never outside his
watchful care. °| will never forget you.
Behold, | have inscribed you in the
paim of My hands.” (Isa. 48:16). What
a Father, What a God!

As we lock back into the
wisdom of that assignment o
Malaybalay Outreach on such a short
notice, | can only answer Hedy, that as
head servants, we must always be
prepared and say “ALL THE TIME,

ANYTIME, LORD. g

LiFE 13 LIKE A LADORE. EVERY STER WE TAKE IS BITHER UP OR DOWN.
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eing sent on mission trips can be

very exciiing cspecially when

invibed ko share in the break fasis, or

visit activities in the outreaches and other

chapters. When we were asked to share in

Puero Princesa, | was very happy as this has

been my dream since [ was in high school -

te visit that small island separated from the
rest of the islands of the Philippines.

We left Cagavan de Oro for con-
necting flights 1o Manila then to Puerto
Princesa the day after the New Year celebra-
tion, Since | was seated at the window side
of the plane, | enjoyed the several beautiful
white and sand coastlines and the green trees
as we flew over the istands. | could not help
but marvel at the beawtiful undisturbed natu-
ral wanders of the place upon touchdown,

We were met by BCBP brothers
and sisters of the Pueno Princesa chapler
who ook us to a Vietnamese restaurant fior
mersendi. Already 1vwas thanking and prais-
ing God for such an oppoertunity to be there.
We were hosted by a member couple who
lived within the city m a richly blessed home.
Their home was in the middle of a big ko
ihat was fenced all around, Since i was dark
when we reached their home, all we did was
fio have a dinmer fellowship and share our
cxperiences with a few brothers and sisters
who brought food.

Since we always go to mass daily,
we wioke early the nextmoming 1o go 1o their
cathedral. Pepot who was 30 excited 1o go
out wanting to inhale the freshness of the
air woke up earlier than | did. But some
noises and sounds made him stop and look
out the window. | woke up immediately when
I noticed him looking out. We saw for the
very first time in our lives about 15 Dober-
mians outside our bedroom {guwest noom ) area
plus 3 other mongrels. This really puat us in
adilemma. How could we ever pass through
these guard (others refer to them as kilker
dogs) dogs without being attacked andor
nodiced.

The kowse area was abowt 25 to 30
meters from its main gate but it really looked
a mile long. The only person awake al that
time was their manang who was abowt 60
years old. We asked her if it was possibie to
keep the dogs, but with confidence she said
it was alright to go oul as long as she was
accompanying us to the gate, and besides,
the dog's caretaker was there in the area.

" SUCCOSSFUL (METWG 18 AUST ADND OVER FLATTER.
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CHRISTIAN DOGS TO0"

by Charisse Ch. Fortich, Cagayan de Oro

We did not bother waking up our
hosts as it was still quite early. And =0 our
walk began. Before leaving our roam, |
prayed repeatedly for protection and the
bravery and confidence 1o dare 10 walk
through them. Suddenly, the dogs began to
look about 30, then 50, and almost like a
hundred of them; they seemed 1o multiply
every time we took a step. And Lo top it all,
the gate looked like it was moving away
from us.

Allkinds of dog oncntation popped
into my mind. | could have been relieved il
it was not for the conversalion manang was
sharing with us while walking...about how a
catwas attacked by these dogs and not a trace
was left of it_and a few more attack experi-
ences. But I don't know why...the conversa-
tion diverted our mind from just focusing on
our fear of the Dobermans. We forgot we
were amidst them. There were big black
Crobeermans and brown ones (00, Young ones
and adult. All | could remember then was to
pray the litany of saints, especially to San
Roque, whom 1 remembered 10 be the Pa-
tron Saint of Dogs. | never looked at them, |

just walked straight without making any side
Elances,

W finally made it to the gate and
i the Cathedral. Now that the mass was over,
we assumed that perhaps the dogs were now
resting in their pens. But no..upon the sound
of the gate bell, the barks roared like thun-
der along with what seemed 1o be a running
attack formation. Again with full re-assur-
ance and confidence, we went in and walked
towands the front door with manang and the
carctaker.

During break fast with our hosts, we
narrated our experience and we just laughed
and laughed. Our host even introduced us
1o some of them - the big ones [ guess (abowt
my hip height). And indeed they became
friendly so, | even visited their pens at the
back. | guess the expression of my children
about “being canine™ must have come true
in that particular situation; we must have
smelled like dogs too.

But more 50, | would say the Do-
berman dogs have become BCBP Chrisiian
dogs. (Remember the story of the Christian

LionT)e
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The BCBP Cagayan de Oro chapter is serving two outreaches at present,
These are Butuan Outreach and Bukidnon Outreach.

BUKIDNON OUTREACH

Established in July 1995, Bukidnon outreach now has 129
members in its roster. It has completed 4 BCLPs to date and is al-
ready in the process of conducting BCLP 5 which will end on No-
vember 30, 1998. It holds its break fast every Saturday at Haus Malibu
in Malaybalay and Taipan Hotel in Valencia.

The Bukidnon outreach encompasses the three major lo-
calities in Bukidnon namely: Malavbalay City, Valencia, and the
university town of Musuan. It has 3 units functioning with 9 action
groups. The governance team is composed of the following:

Outreach Head - Judge Jesus Barroso

Mission Director - Greg Alenton

Outreach Life - Vice Governor Nemitz Beltran

Secretary = Terry Tano

Treasurer - Lino Epie

Breakfast Head - July to September - Conrad Barroso

October 1o December- Donding Gamboa

Unit leaders are Conrad Barroso for Malaybalay, Burch
Saavedra for Valencia and Dodong Fallosco for Musuan, Bro, Monet
and 5is Ve Femandez are the Outreach coordinators from BCBP
Cagayan de Oro assisted by Bro. Alex and Sis. Nilda Obnial. To get
in touch with BCBF Bukidnon please contact Bro. Nonoy Barroso
at telephone no. 088-221-2170. ;

The Bukidmon Quitreach masic minisiry, learning a lot
Jroi its mother chaprer BCBP-CDO.

his outreach staried as a joint effort between BCBP Ca-
cavan de Oro and BCBP Cebu in June 1996, At present however
the task of shepherding this outreach has been entrusted solely to
Cagavan de Cro. The members of iz govemance are:

Chutreach head = Dskee Olib

’ W # m Mission Director - Vic Jagn
l Chapler Life = Bov Dimaunahan
' m &m Breakfast Head - Al Young

Music Ministry - Loy Yillanueva

Linit Leader - Bov Dimaunahan

T dage it has conducted 3 BCLPs and is nevw in the pro-
cess of conducting BCLP 4. 1t has | unit with 5 action groups and a
todaliof 53 members,

Butuan outreach holds two breakfasts every month, both
joint breakfasts, at the Echelon Hotel. BCBP Cagayan de Oro has
recently appointed Bro. Bong and Sis. Beng Pelaez as Outreach —
coordinators assisted by Bro. Boy and 5is Cacav Andes. The con-
tact address of the outreach is: BCBP Buluan c/o Bro, Oscar Olib
7149 1.C. Aquing Avenue, Butuan City with telephone nos. (085)

Bufwan ﬂn.rn'ur.l‘l i one af ifs hrnr.’.ﬁnr_.l'i'.ﬂ'rrwmrm 2352058, 2253211,

 COLLESE DRGD IS A FOURNYEAR LOAF MADE OUT OF THE (LD MAN'S DOUGH. e

BUTUAN CITY OUTR
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What a beautiful life with him

by Samdra Yap Ng, Cagayvan de Oro

Life 15 a gift from God and it
15 full of treasures, We live to discover
these treasures that are hidden in life.
Owur yjourney in life is to search decp
within us for more treasures and to en-
Joy them.

One might as | walked along
the street | suddenly wanted to shout
*Life is so beautiful!™ Then I found
my joy and peace within me. [ was fly-
ing so high like a bird in the sky real-

izing life is so free, so beautiful, no
worry, no problem at all. [ was com-
pletely safe in His hands without fear
for my Lord God was within me. He
15 my treasure and [ discovered Him
i my heart. I was aware of His pres-
ence and able to communicate with
Him.

My face started to glow and
my eves wene shiming for it seemed as
if His divine image appeared. We

FOCUS T 37

were connected and [ enjoyed union
with God.

This was a tremendous expe-
rience for me. Now | know that there
is noend of discovery until we die
as long as we remain with Him. And
these discoveries will continue to make
us more free - free to enjoy His pres-
ence and the beautiful life He will give
15

Faith, unwrapped and accepted

~ by Pinky V. Lim, Cagayan de Oro

So what's it all about? This gift
called Faith. | still wonder.

But the wondering telis me that
this gift has no limits.

Faith unwrapped and accepted
telis me that God is with me . in my
innermost core ... in the people | meet
... in the revealed words of sacred scrip-
ture ... in the world around me ... in 2l
the mysterious happenings of my life . .
in all the crises that challenge me

Faith unwrapped and accapted
tells me that | don't need all the answers
because | know that God loves me. |
have seen kve letters wailing for me at
every turn in my life.

Faith unwrapped and accepled
also tells me that | am important in the
life and faith journeys of others. | am
unique. And | am no longer alone or
separate. | am God's gift to my world -
my family, my community, my church,
my friends, my job. | camy Jesus with
me to my world. And Jesus through me

may be the only Jesus some people will
ever meet

It is an exciting challenge this
faith journey. My faith challenges me
o be social, reflective, compassionate
and healing. My faith challenges me to
integrate my worlds o be most fully
human 20 that | can one day return to
the garden of God that He created for
us all. | ook forward to all thés Feunions
that will reveal to me the many journgys
that criss-crossed with mine while | was
here, @y

o

© HUMOR FROM HEAVEN g

5

gj lj!;_--'*ﬁ g A house paint-
er agreed o paint the
%rﬁ@ local church for a
nominal fee. Tokeep
expenses ala minimum, he diluted the wa-
ter-based paint a little too much. He was
clinging to the steeple when a sudden thun-
derstorm washed all the paint off the sur-
faces he had completed. From ow of the
dark clouds, amid the thunder and light-
ning, came a booming voice: “Ripainr!
Repaint! And thin no more!” - Andrew
| - Demes

Who was the world's first, greatest,
and wisest financier? Noah. Because
he floated stock while the rest of the
world was in liquidation.

©

LYl e ever see a commitiee of five al
work? One nan does all the work, two
mien fell fum how fo do 55 ome man pals
him on the back for doing i well; and
the fifeh mrar keeps the minutes of the
RACETNTES.

Rile: I'd mrove heaven amd earth fo
fower mry golf score.

Phit:  Try moving heaven, You "ve al-
ready nroved plenty of earth
ferday.

©

Firsi member: | thought the homily was
divine. It reminded me of the peace of God.
It passed all understanding.

Second member: It reminded me of the
mercies of God. [ thought it would endure
forever.

R

Tiodl STOAK 15 A CYSTRIBUTOR ALLIED WITH AN INFANT INDUSTRY, _
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We received several inquiries for
further details and clarifications regarding
the "Must Do" activities issued by the Na-
{tienal Council, which was implemented
starting in 1972. In response, these “Must
Do™ BCHP activities are reprinted herein,
with some updates (Yrals), for the guidance
of all BCEBP members.

Breakfast: 1). Regular break-
fast schedules must go en throughout the

year round. There shall be breakfast breaks
only on Holy Saturday, Christmas and New
| Year's.2). Each chapter, chapter-in-train-
ing and outreach must have a regular
weekly Men’s Breakfast, a ladies’ Break-
fast at least once a month, and a monthly
Joint Breakfast. 3). Breakfast schedules
must never be used for any activity.

BCLP: 1). Chapters must con-
duct at least one [1] regular Brotherhood
Christian Life program (BCLF) a year. 2),
This is differentiated from the occasional
LSS which the chapter may undertake for
members’ employees or other groups who
are non-BCBP members.

AGEL Trafminmg: 1), AGL train-
ing must be given on a regular and con-
tinuing basis, even without any scheduled
or upcoming BCLP. This will enable the
{ chapter to maintain a pool of ADLs, DLs
and AGLs, thereby nullifying the excuse
of not holding a BCLP because of lack of
leaders. 2). AGL training is a prerequisite
before taking the AGL Workshop Retreat.

BCME: 1). The Brotherhood
Christian Marriage Retreat (BCMR) shall
| be held a minimum of one [ 1] every vear.
| 2). A new topic, Sex in Marriage, has been
added to the regular course content. Out-
line is available in the Secretariat.

Chaprer Assembly: 1). A Chap-
ter assembly should be held on the third
Friday of every month.

BCBP Friday Riythne: 1), The
regular Friday Rhythm of BCBP activities:

First Friday - Assembly with either
Mass or teaching.

2nd Friday - Action Group Meetings

3rd Friday - Chapter Assembly

4th Friday - Action Group Meetings

Sth Friday - (if any) -Fellowship

(chapter option)

“MUST DO”

Activities and Programs

The First Friday of the Year (Janu-
ary) is dechared as the BCBP's Mational Day
of Thanksgiving. Tithe Pledlging Session has
been added to this acrivity.  All chapters
and outreaches are enjoined to observe this
day appropriately.

Megro- Wide General Assembly:
1). Members are required 1o attend this ac-
tivity as part of their commitment. Traffic
should not be a reason for not attending. 2).
The General Assembly is held on the first
Friday of the quarter.

BLP: 1), The Business Evangeli-
zation Program (BEF) must be undertaken
al least once a year. 2). The formal program
on Business Evangelization is still being fi-
nalized.

BCBR: This is the BCBP (Chris-
tians in Business Retreat. A new program
recently developed, 1). BCBR should be
given to the members, primarily o those
engaged in business and the practice of the
praofessions. 2). AN ather members must take
this course eventually. 3). A yearly conduct
af this program must be schedufed

Caireach: 1). Each chapter must
maintain at least one [1] outreach at any
Eiven time.

Chapter Governance Meeting: 1),
A governance meeting must be held once a
month. 2). The regular chapler govermnance
team is compaosed of the chapter head, mis-
sion director, chapler life director and the
unit leaders. 3). Service ministry heads can
join this governance meeting as an option
of the chapter head.

Chapfer Refreay: 1), Each chapter
must hold a vearly chapter retreat. This must
not be equated with “recollections™. A re-
freal means getting away from it all and
should ideallv be held outside of Meiro
Manila or the general vicinity of the chapter
lseale. 2). The retreat should be conducted
by the chapter chaplain, or in his absence,
any other priest but preferably one who is
familiar with the BCBP and'or in the renewal
maovement as a whale,

Family Dap: 1), Chaplers and out-
reaches must have a Family Day Celebration
at least once a year,

Chapter Anniversary: 1), All
chapiers must celebrate their individual chap-
ler anniversary.

. __of a bigger celebration.
PLAGIARISM 13 STEALING A RIDE ON SOMEGNE ELSE'S TRAWN OF THOUGHT,

The National Council

?1

B e -
Manny Banigan - President; Former
Chapter Head, AGL Member, Las Pifias

Lowie Morales - Director, Evangelization and
Ciuwilds; Fraternal Group Leader, South CH,
Former Chapter Head, Alabang

|

. A%y g
Bobby Lavifia - National Treasurer;
Action Group Leader, Greenhills

Metro-Wide Family Cel-
ehration: 17, This must be held once a
vear. 2). The BCBP Sports Olympic is
incleded in this activity. 3). Mefro-wide
Bazaar (Tiange) is undertaken as pari
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Fermando de L:rrnm.l:ml = !.'li;'ﬁlnr, Liszien
Council: Fraternal Growp Leader - Morth
Chapter Heads; Member, Makati

Rolly (na
Former Chapter Head, Makati

« [Mirector, Visavas Council

Swdi Saguiztag - Director. Mindanao Coun-
cil; Farmer Chapter Head, Cebu

MF Mapforad A Eivertary:

{ 1} In 1999, this will be held in Bacolod
{ 2). In the vear 2000 the Anniversary will
| be held in Metro Manila. 3k Natfomal
i Anmiversary Theme: The Navloral Anni-
i versary Theme, once adopied, showld be
the guiding principle of all BCBP activis

| s for fhe pear

Manolet Jinjo - Director, Teaching and Train-
ing: Former Chapter Head, Greenhills

_i i &5
Ed Lising - Vismbn Mew Outreach
Coordinator: Former Missiop Director, Cebu

Teachings: 1). All Regular Teach-
ing must be given and completed within a
wvear, 23, The optional or clective teachings,
the chapters must inform the Naional Coun-
cil on the deils of these  teachings prior
todelivery, 35 Every member must take the
regular teachings in their proper sequence
This sequence is: BCLP and Culture Talks;
BCME: Prayer Series; Chrstian Senice 5e-
rics; Evangelization semes; Christin Per-
sonal Relationship Series, Mary, Mother of
God Series. 4). A member must have taken
these ieachings plus the AGL Training be-
fore he can take o major service starling
with Discussion Leader (D).
5). Teachings must not be revised or com-
pressed. Time alloiment for cach teaching
may vary but nod the content. 6L 4 BOCBP
Curricutum fod olready been developed
and will soon be implemented.  This is a
general guidelime that wonld specifically
drack the members' fepciring and iraining

Fr.'_.-gr.:r.un

AN EARTHOUAKE 15 A TOPDGRAPHICAL ERRCH,

Al Warksfop Re-
freaf: 1) This will be held once
every two years. 2). AGL Basic Train-
INg program isa prerequisite for partics-
pation in ihis retreat.

Yeardy Chraprer Plans: 1. Chap-
pers must submit a Yearly Chapter
Plan including a Financial Plan on or be-
Fore the end of January.

Fleawcial Reports and Rentil-
fanges: 1), All chapters and onfreaches
i they are already collecting rithes, are
required 1o submit moathly financial re-
port and remittances to the National
Council. 2). Such Reports are due on or |
before the second week of the month fol- |
lowing the awdit month, 3. A4 montkly |
financial report must also be presented |
fa the chaprer  mriembership dweing an |
qussemibly

BACTER Bpcuaas TEacnmg SEsies
HEF Prager Yermex
Segsion [ - Prayer
Segipon 2 - The perlect pravee
Sesshon 3 - Praying withothezs
MARY, Maorker of God Sexics
Bestion | - Miaey s par n Jeiid anlangy
Sexgaon F « Mury, the mother of fesus
Seasson 3 - In delense ol Mary
BCBP Chrotias Servioe Series
Saggion 1 « Oor MEdion
Session I - oang ascrvani
Sesgann ¥ = Heceiving the power 10 serve
Sesidon 4 - Guidance
Seddiin § - Spigivas wariare
Setenn b - Evalustion
Seaxion T - Modkel of a serviat
Evanpelizarion Program Serles
Sesion | = What k& evangelimlion
Sexvion 2 - The oreal cosmumidins
Spiaion J - Hegaklaet etimony
Seszion 4 = The types of evangelam and npeswe do
n Lhe BRCBT
Resion 3 < Seleotive evangelism
BCRP Chisiten Relaffoniledp Sefei |
Soixion | - Belatmsh paodsy
Kepsion 2 < Loving one smothey
Lewsion 3 = Comoction |
Bewsiond - Waorking o conflicts i refationships |
dwverthan ehe HUIEM)
Section 4 « Belationadips caside the RCBE
BCEBP AGE Traintag Fropram
{Mday ke condocied ax an all-day workshop of a5 @
SEEiEs]
1. What is &0 Actken Ciroup
2. Why have am Adtion Ciroep
5. Miaoc-up of an Actos Group
4. Ozl i [peatboares of mo AL
5. Aflibades ol am AL
B, Rceponsablvl s o am Ad el
7. Ashorly ol the ACH
&, Hizrw 1 hanad e pradhloms
G Anlivade of group memben |
16 Conberits gl Bonmad of the moclsg
I 1. Miocksmpnf an aclion groupmeciang
1. S -up ol oo -0n-0re MRCing |




NMATIONAL

Just as sweetly as they split last
vear, the two Bacolods are once again re-
united to join their forces in hosting the
19th BCBP national anniversary.

The BCBP Bacolod North and
south Chaplers will be host to the 1%ih
MNational Anniversary at The Bacolod Con-
vention Plaza Hotel from April 23 to 25,
1999, With a most appropriate anniversary
theme “That wemay all be one”, both chap-
ters eagerly look forward fo working to-
gether once again to make this event a big
affair for members nationwide to come 1o~
gether and renew acquaintances or meel

new faces m the growing community, Like-
wize, members may share experiences and
insights, and draw up plans for our ministry
of evangelization.

Apart from its outreaches in Silay
and Victorias in Negros, the Bacolod chap-
ters have branched out to Kabankalan town
in the South and Cadiz City in the Morth,
Break fasts are currently held in both areas,
with a BCLP ongoing in Kabankalan, Plans
for a BCLP in Cadiz are in process.

Project chairman for the 19th An-
niversary is Bro. Cesar Regino of Bacaolod
South. The Anniversary Commiltee shall

e IR AN maGAZNE * Sept. - Dec. 1998

Bacolod chapters
to host 19th anniversary

soon send out pertinent information to in-
dividual chapters and outreaches, however,
initial inguiries may be forwarded to the
Secretarint: g

ATTN. CESAR REGING

Addrexs; Door 48, HVG Warehowse Criy
Araneta Street {hehind SRA), Singeang
&100, Bacolod City

Tel Nos. (034) 434-2046 to 49 {Mymy or
Josephine
(OILI2ITET (03444 10028 (034) 434-
2046, (034} 21525

E-MAIL: dirstravidmozcom. com

i

e

i

T _-_" |
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Chapter head - Bacolod - North - Dennis “Nene™ Gamboa
Chapter head - Bacolod - South - Art Legarde

| Project Chairperson - Sar Regino

| Hosting - Roding Salazar/Eduardo Tarue

| Transportation -Yongyong Escalante/George Sanson

| Sports Fellowship - Bobbit Cammuayo/Jun Vargas

| Tours & Entertainment - Reyboy Labayen/Patrick Cuenca
{ Halls & Grounds - Mike Ermac/Litong Gaston

| Technical - Joseph Castro/Bingbing Pama

| Program Liturgy - Jimmy Montalvo/louie Martin

| Food - Boy & Cristina Severino

run:luri:t = Tutay Cortal/Paul Jochico

SouvenirsPasalubongs- Antie Locsin'Choy Solatorio
Promotions PR/Souvenir Program - Karina Jugo

LT

..'-'F

t‘ T
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Bacolod lines up Anniv. events

All is ser for the I'fih National Anniversary cel-
ebwation in the City of Smiles, Bacolod. Project Chair-
man Bro. Sar Regino of Bacolod Sowth has ammownced
the activities in store for the participanis, Heads of the
various working commifttees are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

SFELLOWSHIP DA

7:00 AM. - MNeg. Oce/ Golf & Country Club Golf Meet
Marapara, Bacolod City Panaad Sports com-
plex, Tennis and Fun Meets [Bowling.

530 PM - Island Ballroom, BCPH: Assembly & Award-
ing of Sports Fellowship Winners

Saturday April 24

T:300 ALM. - Island Ballroom, BCPH: Joint Breakfast

10:30 AM.- Istand Ballroon, BCPH: Workshops

530PM. - Istand Ballroom, BCPH: Mass & Anniversary
Dimnen program

Sunday April 25

8:00 AM.- Lobby. BCPH Departure of various Tours

*ACPH - Racalod convention Plaza Hotel.
From all of us in the City of Smiles, we look forward to having

you here {3

A COMMTTEE 15 AN DRGANIZED GROUP THAT KEEPS MWUTES AND WASTRS WOURE. |
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INTERESTING PLACES TO VISIT...

ANNIVERSAR

| 4 A ELEBRATIO
APRIL23-25, 1999
PLAZA HOTE.L
BACOLODCITY
tﬁ THAT WE MAY ALL BE = ONE"

of rolled up “cannon mats” and “wooden  House ofthe Jalandonis. These homes show- navigate the waters on shaded bamboo
rifles”. Likewise, you can also look back  case the enchanting lives once lived in the  rafts, The premises are quite well-secured
to the glory days when sugar was once our  haciendas when sugar was still the country’s  and food is superb. A great family vaca-
| country’s top export camer. Another must-  top export in the carly 1900°s, A mere fif-  tion getaway if you have brought the kids
see seclion of the museum features anin-  teen-minute drive from Bacolod, Silay City  along.

teresting collection of toys and folk art  still exudes of a decidedly gentle pace that

The City Tour (Yegros Museuni
the STA. CLARA CHAPEL and the
NEGROS SHOWROOM)

On its way to becoming the Con-
wention City of the South, Bacolod is home
W various tourist anractions within city
{ boundaries. The Megros Museum at the
{ Old Provincial Capitol showcases a wide
| array of interesting conversational pieces,
| A tour of the museum takes you down
| history lane when the province was once
| called the Republic of Megros, Meet our
| hometown heroes who fearlessly battled

pieces, most of them seemingly quite pe-  helps obtain its air of antiquity. BUENQS AIRES Mountain Resort/

culiar. Carts with wooden wheels were RAFAEL SALAS Park/Guintubdan
Intricate is the word that best de-  once used to ferry sugarcane to the train-  Falls

scribes the Sta. Clara Chapel in one of the  drawn cane cars that would bring these o An hour’s drive down south takes |

cily's most prestigious communities.  the sugar centrals for milling. Withthedwin-  you to any of these great mountain hide- |
' Minute shell pieces of varied hues (num-  dling supply of lumber, these bullcart  aways. Comfort and respite awaits one at|
bering to about a hundred thousand) fitto-  wheels have been replaced with wom out  the fully-developed Buenos Aires Moun- |
gether fo paint a mural on its altar walls.  rubber tires pulled out from trucks. These tain Resort with its various cottages and
Although quite small, the chapel, along  wooden cartwheels have since then become pools, while a close touch with nature
with its serene garden, is a superb venue  decorative accessories for garden benches promises to be a refreshing experience at |
to commune with-our God, and his gift of  in some homes, but it is particularly inter-  the Rafael Salas Park and the Eju':ndul:u.lani
namire, esting 1o se¢ these same cartwheels Falls along the boundary of Bago and La

The Negros Showroom isaone-  sprawled across the interiors of this quaint  Carlota cities. Treks 1o the beautifully
stop-shop of our distinctively popular  little chapel; at Hacienda Sta. Rosalia in  cascading waterfalls become great mo-|
Negros products. Pick up a few pieces of  Manapla, the same town that boasts of its  ments to relish, most especially along
our renowned craft and delicacies. To  famous puio. footwalks wallpapered with various flora
[ mame 3 few... baskets and home accesso- Christ has ofien been interpreted as  species thriving in the wild ( most pro-
| rics, intricately-smocked party dresses, our  merciful, compassionate or suffering, so it lific of which are multicolored impaticns
popular pigya pinasugho. gourmet tuye  is often a not-to-be-missed stopover at the  bushes, a popular garden itém among
and many more. Chapel of the Angry Christ at the Victorias  hobbyists),

Milling Company in Viclbrias lown. An im-

The HERITAGE TOUR (The QLD  pressive mural done in fiery and bold col-  Nove: 1. The City tour is for free and will
HOUSES of SILAY, The CHAPEL of ors, the chapel has continuously attracted  run on Saturday April 24, 1999. The Rest

the CARTWHEELS and the CHAPEL  visitors from all over the world. of the tours shall bear a minimal
af the ANGRY CHRIST) change at actual cost (which we shall in- |

Culwre-rich Silay City is home GAME FISHING VENTURE form vou) and shall run on Sunday April |
to some of the most interesting ancesiral A recreational facility located 30 25, 1999, -
abodes in the island. Antillean-style  kilometers south of Bacolod, GAME FISH- 2. We will also be able to help

homes of vesterday's sugar barons still  ING VENTURES is a one hectare lagoon of  you arrange for lours in the nearby prov-
skand speaking very much of the past, mest  varied fin fishes dedicated mainly for game  inces or cities like Dumaguete, Boracay,
(notable of which are the Balay Negrense  fishing (Tilapia, Bangus, Sea Bass). Fish  lloilo, etc. Please let us know in Section
of the Gaston Family and the heritage  along the cabanas that line the perimeters or . V1 of the Registration Form @

Bmcam e o M o come o o mow
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Registration Form
(Please usa block mumllwﬁ:lhhh{mlm.r-.'.Wmhﬂummalﬂxnm.iﬂ-dbuhﬂmmbﬁmFmrﬁl. 1598

Ssction1: Porsonal Information

CHPls. indicate) Chapter  DMPIs. indicate: Qutreach
MName: Micknama: Brthmanth
Contact Addvess: Wedding Annéversary Manth:
Contact Tel Mo (Include Arga Coda): FaxMNo(Includesrea Coge):
Name of Persons Accompanying you Micknamig Relation Age Bithmonth
1.

2
3

Seclionin ArivaliDeparture information
!I Pleass fill this oul il you want us b pick you up and serd you offNumbar of parsons arrving/departing wilh you, including you,

Artival: OBy Air OBy Boal OBy Bus Deparhaee: OBy Air OBy Boat OBy Bus
Oiiginating From Gaing To 3
Airine, Boat Bus Co. Airine Boat Bus Ca.
| Flighit ar Trig Ma, - Flight or Trig Ma.
I Drate of Arrival : Diate of Depariure
Tirme of rrival : Timea of Deparfure

Mote:  Hyour travel plans are not yet final but you are decided fo amend, il up and send us back the Registration Form Just keep this section
Il blank and tick the bax bekow ba indicate your travel plans 1o follow, Hewerver, 385 5000 88 your ravel plans are final, you must fill out |
this section only and send i back lo us. Put your name and your Chapter/Outreach an the space provided below. '

OTravel Plans io Foliow Mame/Chapter or Ouireach:

Section lll: Accommodations
Dh'l.:hmrw like 1o be hosted. Hosting might be imited and will b on a first come-first serve basis. Please let us know by February 28, 1959 at
the Lutest
Hyou like to stay in a hotel, indicate what budget range you have in mind and we will take care of choosing the hotel for you. However, if there is
a particular hodel thal yow prefer bo stay in please indicate so;

I’ OPS00 -1000 * O OP1,000- 1,500 . OP1,500.2 000  OF2000-2500
" Prices ane net per room per night based on dauble cccupancy.
+ W recommend: Bacolod Convention Plaza Hotel{BCPH), venue of the calab-ations in this range
> We recommend: Balay Kalinungan, a redreat house inside the University of La Salle Compound is in this range. BCBPH & Balay Kalnungan
Reoms: ane limited 50 we will boak you on a First come-First serve basis. Hthoy becoma full, we will Bodk you on resoity of this Same price ange

Mo, of rooms Ehat you nesd: Datea In: Dake Out: Ho. of Mights:
Preferned Bed Arrangament: DiDoubda OTwin
Any ciher particular posm neg uinement:

SectionV: Sports Fellowship
Forthe schedule and venue of the following sports events, plaase refer o the Schedule of Activities,

Plezsa Select One:
OGak ClAsmsber OJungalf OTen Pin Bowling
Ofenn=s DPhysical Fitness: Run a rmide in 12 minutes

|
| SectionV: Spacial Interest Tours
For a brief description of these tows, please refer o the enclosed TourWrite-Up. These tours will run on Sunday. Apri 25, 1999 at 10:00A M.
Plgasa reder o Schedule of Activities.

OCity Tour O3ame Fishing Tour

OHerntage Tour DBuencs AiresGuintubdan Tour

SectionV]: Special Request or Concern
Should you have any special requirements or concem such as spacial diels, special room requiements, special lours or the ke, pheass let us
krinw,

ANNIVERSAF
CELEBRATIC
APRIL23.-25, 195
:: A é slooe l"?\E
| i e e e oner

Sgrature; Diate

| Secretmanial

| Altention : Sar Reging

| Addreas  Door 48, HVG Warshouse Clly, Araneta St(Behind SRA) Singeang, 5100, Bacoled City

TelNos (034143420206 to 40 (My-My or Josephing), (034)2-57-67 (034344 1-0028 ()34) 441-0501 _ :
(Dhabdzie Myla, o Sarah) i ‘N

{ Fax Nog © (034} 434-2048: (00343 2-15-25 :

E-Mail : dirstraviBmozescn com

fEﬂ'imr's.mre: You can xerox adesathizform) 000 EEESESSERES

DvETiNG 15 PRACTICING GIRTH CONTROL. —
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3 years old!

Bayvbay's Ird Y ear Breakiast An-
niversary was held at the Angelicum Par-
ish Formation Center last September 13,
1998 with guests from BCBF Mactan,
Ormoc, Maasin and Cebu and their very
own Hon, Mavor Boying Cari and Coun-
cilor Dodong Pernitez, BCBP members.
Their anniversay breakfixst sharer was Bro.
Ed and Sis. Ester Lising - Director New
Outreaches for Visavas.

MACTAN

“Mow and then we receive com-
plai.m::n, ku=ar III,!H,Hl.i.l.'E alaterments and dis-
content hurled at a BCBP chapeer in gen-
eral, or 31 an SClON group, @ ministry or a
parl.il:u| ar h-rl;llhr.r or '5i'-,.'h:r. "n."n-'i: n::d 8]
understand that the BCBP is a community
of different pcople and personalities in
different spiritual stages. Those who are
{ blessed with a stronger level of spiritual-
| ity are asked to be patient with other broth-
{ ers or sisters who hurl such hurting re-

marks. We are embarking on a big task of
|evangelizing, Be the sironger - lead the
| weak, “exhoris Casi Nadels, chapter head
of Mactan BCBP, in the October 1998 is-
sue of their newsletter Taytavan.

Previously in the August issue he
explained that in any organizational sei-
up, the *'tum-over of positions”™ is synony-
MLOAUs 10 promotion from a lesser position

]

Education ministry trains AGLs

= gl v 2 [
BCEP Mactan chapter members during an assembiy

Ed Lizing, Vismin Mission Coordinator with wife Ester and some

members

-}

af BCBP Baybay

Following the 3rd anniversary
breakfast on Saturday, September 19, 6:00
pm, BCLP 3 was [aunched atthe Angelicum

Parish Formatson Center with 44 participants

“

i
registered. Course leader couple Amy/
Arlens Borneo was assisted by Bong/
Carol Modina. g

'Mactan head exhorts members
to be patient with each other

to & higher one, wherein “position”™ means a
name and [ringe benefits. However in the
BCBP community, all work, jobs and posi-
tions are discerned by the govemance, then
lader a-,g.ia'_l'u:d [ {n -] brother or sister. These
tksks are called service.

Linlikes the usual praciice where
ane’s goal 1s set ugh, in the BCBP colure
one service 1= tumed over to antother mem-
ber and the oulgoing servant accepls another
task. It is even safe (o say that (uswally ) there
is no power stmugele. There is no demotion,
gither. The “work” o do i5 God's work. There
is no pressurne, no monsiary equivalent.

Cuir compensation is the inner joy
and satisfaction derived from service in the
commaunity with sincere jov knowing that the
drive that pushes us is not of our own doing
but of God's love. The knowledge that all
are one in Christ is the force thal moves us

NG MATTER WHAT HAPPENS, THERE S ALWAYS SOMCOODY WHE KNEW T WOWD,

Casi NMadelr fokes the podinm amd
evirarts hiv mermbers. |

o share our talents, cfforis and e m
LEMVIDE.

Aszide from. our magor goal 1o
evangelize the market place, our BCBP |
cormrunity needs the network of servants
to realize this purpose. To all those who
hawe been called to service in whatever
capacily - YOUr response is your imitial
answer to God*s call. Unless we serve, wi
will mever know the pure joy of doing
things just for the sake of love, said
Madela. g

A one-day Action Group Lead-
ers’ Training Course retreat was held on
July 26, at the Ecotech Center, Cebu City.
AAGL s and prospective leaders attended

To date, the Chapter has 28 ac-
tion groups and with the coming BCLP
in September, the ministry deemed 1t
very vilal to really prepare the action |
group keaders” “minds, bodies, and hearts™ I
for the divine 1ask ol leading their seon-
to-be assigned flocks, Course leaders
were Dareell and Jo Ann Sadava, while |
Tito and Babie Tanedo acted a5 Chiel
Servants. g
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nila Outreach formally welcomed its new
members during Commitment ceremonies
held atthe La Corona Hotel in Ermita. Fol-
lowing the Holy Mass, outreach head Jun
Catan led the forty participants in their
commitment that marked the closing ses-
sion of the outreach's BCLP 4. The new
|ml:rl1l:u::rs form three additional action
| groups plus three couples and four men
| join existing action groups, bringing the
outreach’s number of action groups (o ten.

BCLP 4 service beam was headed
by Mon Cabayu as course leader, Rus
Zaragosa as assistant course leader and
Bobby and Ning Samaniego as head ser- . oy
vant team. Discussion group leaders in- Following a buffet dinner, the
cleded Ross and Nenette Santos, Danny  outreach’s Christmas party eapped the
and Ria Javier, Ed Tomaneng, Julius de  evening with song and dance numbers
los Reyes, Beth Lugtu, Cynthia Gaite and  from the different groups, games and a raffle

Mylene Alcantara. with prizes enough for everyone. Awards
Welcome
BCLP 4, Manila Ouireach Bulatao, Enrico/Marites  Manuel, Vrenalyn
Adona, Victona Cagape, Corazon Mateo, Pearlita
Agravanie, Jean Cagara, Lilibeth Munar, Casilda
Ajero, Daisy Caliguran, Jane CUirdena, Melguiades, Jr.
Alcantara, JeromeMagdalena Capati, Margarita Pajayvon, Emilia
Alcanzo, Benny/Eden Carsena, Ma. Jesusa Pastor, Tito'Teofila
Alegre, Francis Corectico, Segunding Progao, Violcta
Aguing, DannyM™imfa Espina, Arlyn Resultay, Jenilda
Asperas, Flos Liric, Tracy Ann Tan, Vina
Bermnardo, Ma. Leonora Lizardo, Cristy Tolentino, Cynthia
Bemardo, Ma. Loma Longos, Angelino Tutay, Derrick Ann
| Bitong, Moel Luistro, Manuel Villavicencio, Vicky

Christmas party follows
On December 5, 1998 the Ma- cnmmltment ceremnnles

were presented for the group presenta-

tions and for the male and female “Stars™ |

of the night. Ballroom dancing ended
the evening of fellowship and fun.

BCBP Marila members in welcoming
rrewe s (fopl, Outreach fead Jun
Catan (below) jeins ofrers for a piciure
darimg thre celeliration

CELEBRATION

APRIL23-25, 1999

PLAZAROTEL
3ACOLODCITY

HiME: :
THATWE MY ALBE O

Bring your kids
and join us in the
celebration.

fours, Sporfs
Competifion. and
lofs and lofs

of funtlf

ANNIVERSARY|

Bonoin, | b0 NOT GIVE LECTURES O LITTLE CHARITY; WHEN | GIVE, | GIVE MYSELF, = Wiaruan
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RIZAL

The Business Evangelization
Program (BEF) is a newly formed organ.-
zational unit of the BCBP Rizal Chaper.
Ping and Nitz Ramirez head the BEP, lis
members are Gerry and Mercy Arabello,
Gilbert and Lou Donato, Rey and Dang
Guarin, Noli and Chuchi Lopez, Jess and
Mayette Sundiam, Chris and Marig
Y oung.

The BEFP is tasked to evange-
lize the corporate world, its management
and rank and file as well as the commu-

nities within its areas of influence by con-
ducting Christian Life in the Spirit seminars.
Thus the BEP hopes to fulfill its share in
our Lord’s grand plan by bringing and
shepherding more people into his fold.

The first Rizal BEP-CLSS was
gonducted last vear at Efren Pascual’s fac-
tory in Cubao. Participants came from
Efren's ceramics factory, Jess Sundiam's
printing press and Chuchu Gutierrez” land-
scaping firm.

Rizal forms BEP unit

Presently  there 15 an ongoing
CL5S at the 56 Clement’s Medical Insti-
tute in Angono, Rizal, The institute’s
medical practitioners and stafl comprise
the participants. Gerry and Mercy Amabello
are the course leaders assisted by Moli and
Chuchi Lopez. The Familva is helping the
Rizal chapter in conducting this activity.

The CL5S is being held every
Monday for eight weeks stanting Octo-
ber 5, 1998 ¢&

Rizal chapter head, Max Joagquin explaing a polmt diuring their BEP session.

P L
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'‘BCLP 7 grads share blessings

The 22 newly commitied mem-
bers of the Rizal Chapter shared the many
ways that the Lord had blessed them dur-
ing their BCLP Commitment Might, O-
| tober 10, 1998, at the Valley Golf and
Country Club in Antipolo City.

Bovet shared that he and his wife
have been “truly blessed during this BCLP.
My wife passed her MBA exam and [ am
aboui o finish my new course, We even
acquired a berter car.”

Tuning recounted that he was
“so touched by the talks and songs that
during the Baptism in the Holy Spirit |
offered mysell completely 1o the Lord.™
: “I was a confused Catholic,” says
| Rern, “But during the Baptism | asked for
| four gifis - faith, healing, knowledge and
| discernment as | wanted to have a defined

and stronger relationship with Geod. [ now
| have focus in my life with Christ as the
| center of my existence. | realize that all
| the blessings coming my way are nof of

Lali and Henry began attending
the breakfast through the invitation of to-
tal strangers, Ping and Nitz Ramirez. It
was also through  them that they joined
the BCLFP T “with some reservations,” Lah
remeenbers. “We even considered quitting
several times as a lot of big waves assaulied
our mariage duning the course, But we hung
on and these conflicts were slowly re-
solved.”

Joy shared that he and his wife
WEre al's.-u r-.:|l||-;.:|!i|n! |"|urti.-|.'i|,‘|u|ll.'|. who ended
by signing their commitment cards. Ed
asked the Lord for the grace of forgive-
ness and ke believes he has recerved this
grace through the intercession of the Vir-
gin Mary. Roselle rejoiced in the good
health that she enjoved all during the
COUrSe.

Course leader Bro. Oca Cruz and
Rizal chapter head Max Joaquin, Jr. led the
committment night ceremonies with the an-
ticipated mass celebrated by Fr. Raymond

{ v own doing but are God's gifts.” Descepedal i

CHARITY BEGING AT NOME, BUT SWOULDN'T END THERE.

BCMR held
October 9 - 11

The Quezon City Chapter held
its BCMR on October 9-11, 1998 at the
Sta. Scholastica’s Caritas for Spinteality,
Tagaytay City. Foureen (14) couples at-
tended.

Course leaders were Oca and
Mila Balnoing. Servant and secretirs
couple were Mike and Aleli Rodriguez,
assisted by Glecy dela Pena, Jun and Ruby
Mendoza and Manoling and Annie Cifra.
Music ministry couple were Boy and Fia
Alina assisted by Galo Arias, Sonny
Calleja, Bert and Tessie Cermudo. Speak-
ers were Mike Rodriguez, Bobby and
Marite Lavina, Loy ludan, Angelita
“Baby" Morales, Oca and Mila Balaomg,
Art and Laly dela Cruz. Roy and Janet
Calleja. g

49 join QC
BCBP

Quezon City chapter graduated
44 p.'.:nil;i'pilnlx i BCLP 27 conducted at
the Ateneo 150, Lovola Heights June 13,
1998 1o Seprember 19, 1948,

Course leaders Chite & Libay
Masayon were assisted by Felix and Lynn
Ohusan, asst. course leaders; Totie and |
Megey Alejandrino, Service Team Couple; |
Allan dela Cruz, asst. service team head; |
and Boy Alina, music leader, DGLs are |
Stan and Ellen Antonio, Norman and
Cherry dela Cruz, Vivian Reyes, Frank and
Sonia de Paz, Jess and Belen Poblete, Cris
and Luz Ignacie, Rico Sarmiento, Let |
Solidune and Mon Dizon. g |




TUGUEGARAO

Cm Aupust 22, 1998 Tuguegaran
Outreach graduated into a Chapter-in-
Training. With its new status, the local
leaders became more inspired to recruit
more members and to train more speakers
in preparation for s aext Christian Life
Program. A realignment of some Commit-
tees was even implemented to make them
more responsive 1o the needs of the new
Chapter-in-Training, which include an
outreach to a neighboring city.

Last October 3, 1998, the Chap-
ter-in-Training head, Bro. Diddi Perez
with some officers, went to Santiago City
for a preliminary meeting with prospec-
tive recruits for a new outreach Bro.
Sammy and Sis. Levi Castro who are now
| based at Santiago City did the leg work in
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Happenings up north

Tuguegarao chaprer head in fraining Didi Perez (below left) in one of our BCBP-
wide celebrations. Ninoy Carag, fabove) chapter life director, stresses a point during

their leadership tralning sexsions.

laying down the foundation for said out-
reach. On October 10, 1998, a follow-up
meeting was held to familiarize the prospec-
tive recruits with the Tuguegarao member-
ship to lurther enlighten them on the vision
and mission of BCBP held at 436 Restau-
rant. This time a big group of Tuguegarao
members {maore than 500 ravelled to the city
1o lend support to the outreach, With the
positive response of those who were present
who promised to help invite more partici-
pants for the first CLP, the Tuguegarao group

BCLP 3 graduates 9 plus 6

: BCLP 3 of the Lucena outreach,
{ an outreach of the Rizal Chapter, held its
| Commitment Night last September 20 at
| the chapel of the Bishop's Palace in
| Lucena City. Nine pledged their commit-
{-ment to God through the BCBP, joining
| the Lucena Outreach, while six other par-
| ticipants joined the Rizal Chapter. Din-

ner and tE!Iuw::hlp followed the ceremonies
at the Halina Hotel and Restaurant.

Special guests were Bros. Manmy
Bamigan, MNational Council President to-
gether with his Las pinas action group, Sadi
Saguisay, BCBP Managing Director for
Mindanao and Romy Tocjayao, past Rizal
Chapter head,

| Welcome

Lucera participaris
Juntereal, Ben

Lo, Pepito P

Mendoza, Edgardo
iveros, Hlumimada
Profugo, Rolando
Talkabay, Manuel/ Teresita
Liv, William

Rizal participanis;
Arabello, GerrviMercy
Guarin, Rey/Dang
Paz, Didi/Beth

is hopeful that they can formally start in
the first quarter of the coming year,
BCLP no. 7 in Tuguegarao
started last November 14, 1998, This is
being held every Saturday afternoon and
Sunday moming at the 5t. Louis College
of Tuguegarao. Baptism in the Holy Spirit
will be on November 28, 1998 while
Cormmitment Dav is scheduled on Decem-
ber 13, 1998, There are 31 participants
of which there are six {6) couples and
ninéteen (19 married singles gpe

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
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See you all there, "That
we may all be one.”
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‘ABible
Sharing

The Bible in
Bricf

(50 words onlyl)

God made,
Adam bi,

Noah arked,
Abraham split,
loseph ruled,
Jacob fooled,
Bush talked,
Moses balked,
Pharaoh plagqued,
People walked,
Sea divided,
Tablets quided,
Promise landed,
Saul frecked,
David peeked,
Prophets warned.

Jesus born,
God walked,
Love talked,
Anger crucified,
Hope died,
Love rose,
Spirit Alamed,
Ward spread,
God remained.

Discu=sion Starters

Bible?
of the Bible?

the best? the least? Why?

—
—

i

_"h.‘

“BLESS” -ing
your family

.M-lhl: holidays draw near, you will probably have more opportunities to
reflect the love of God 10 your family. Here is an easy way to remember how to
“bless” your family when you come together:

B- Beauty: In your heart, acknowledge that every meml::;:.r of your family is beautiful
in God's eyes. Focus your attention on God's love for them. Criticism and judgmens-
tal thoughts will be dispelled, and God's love will flow through vou more freely.

L-Love: Can you tell each of your children, “1 love you™? This may be especinlly
difficult for fathers and sons. If it is too difficult. make sure at least that yvour de-
meanor and the expressions on your fece reflect a generous love for them. Don't
assume they know.

1. How briefly, con you summarize. the

E- Encourage: Make sure your children know that vou see and appreciate all that i
good in them: their generosity, their strength, their hard work, their compassion. All
children — however old they are — want their parents to be proud of them.

S- Smile: Show vour children affection with a warm hug or Kiss. An affectionate
greeting or @ warm smile may be a small gesture, but your children will recall such
displays for many vears. The practice of showing affection can leave a lasting impres- '
sion on them and become something that they will pass on to their children.

S- Berve: When Jesus washed the fest
of his disciples, he showed how
deeply he wanted to serve them —
even bo death on a cross. Ask the
Spirit how you can serve your family
and express the same heart of a ser-
vant that Jesus showed. Don't worry
if you are not appreciated. Remem-
ber that you are serving Jesus him-
self and that he sees and blesses ev-

£ What, to.you, Is the bey message | ery act of love and concem.

| Somrce: Word Among Us, Adveni
| 998,
e

3. What ports of the Bitle do you like

—t

A uMaN's TRUF WEALTH IS THE G000 HE DOFE W THES worLD, - Monsuusp,




everal years 2o rmy awnd gifted me
with a book of shor reflections by

Maya Angelou, | was touched with her thoughts on charity,
Sha balieves that the act of giving liberates the soul of the giver and
increases “that intangible bat very réal psychic force of good in the
world,”

She tells us that when we cast our braad wpon the walers,
we can presume thad someone downsiream whose face we will
never know will beneld from our ction, a5 we whi are downslream
from ancther will profit from that grantor's gift. This forges an end-
less chaen of grace.

This idea that giving is an endless chain of grace is one
dimension that seems to be lacking in many Catholics' understand-
ing of tithing. If we review the bablical onigins of tithing, we see thai
the: fithing principle was first practiced when Cain and Abel brought
the *firg! fruits™ of their labors 1o God (Gen, 4:3-4). Abfaham gave
tithes to Meichizedek; Jacob pledged to God one tenth of all he had
received from God (Gen. 14:20:28:22).

Throughowud the Bible we find references 1o tithing and
giving back to God a portion of all that He has blessed us with,
Jirgus Christ did not do away with this principle; He even endorsad
i whien hi sColded the Phansees and scribes for ihair hypoorisy.
He told them thal they should pay attention to all the matters of the
law, and to faith and mercy. “These you should have done, without
negiecting the others.” (Matt. 23:23); with “others™ referring to the
paying of tithes.

This chain of grace orginating in e tirmae of Cain and Abel
reachas us today as we paricipate in the life of the Ghurch and
pledge our fithe fo her support. ITwe do not give our tithe, we weakean
this chain of grace,

Tithing vs. Alms-giving

What s the fGithe? In the Old Testament, the tithe was a
mandalory program of giving ona tenth of “all your produce” (Frov.
390 thal apphed to everyone in lsmael. This tithe belonged io the
Lord and was consadensd holy. Abraham as our spintual father sed
the examplé when he offenad bithes to Melchizadek.

FEEL FOR OTHERS W VOUR POCKET,
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of grace?

Nancy R. Catan, Manila Qutreach

Did you know that Christ dealt extensively on the
subject of money and possessions, with 16 out of 38
of his parables dealing with this subject? Nancy
synthesizes various teachings and articles and
concludes that tithing is our obligation fo God as a
Christian in obedience to the First Great
Commandment. She further points out that failure
to tithe indicates fo one's poor stewardship and
lack of confidence and trust in God.

This praclice has been continued down through the ages
by the Church and its payment was considered by Church Fathers
and Theologians as a divine abligation, since il is paid o God, wha
is the cwner and giver of all we have. kn 585 A D. the Council of
Macon even decrmnd that anyone who refused o pay tithes had
comrilbéd & grawe sm and was o be excommunicaled,

Today all Christians are encouraged 1o sel aside a "ithe”
as part of thelr comenitment as a memiber of the body of Christ in
suppart of the Chunch community where we receive owr spiritual
nourishment and sacramental graces. The New Code of Canon
Law in 1983 affirms the righi af the Church to demand support for
its minisiers, worship, apostolic and charitable works, but, in line
with the growing emphasis on Love as a basis for action, prefars
that ihis will be & fréa-will offering.

Hewwiovar wie okt nol read this most recen] slatemant as
diminizhing the imponance or the obligation of lithing; it maraly
shifts the emphasis from that of being a “reguiaied” obligation o
that of baing “an act of love™.

What is the difference between tithing and alms-giving?
The 105 tithe comes off the top of whalever we ¢am of posSsess
from whalever sounce. Alms-giving is over and above the kithe and
comes ouf of the 310 remaining after the payment of the lithe,
Tithing ks our obligation to God as a Christian and cén b Congmd-
ergd cbedience to the First Great Commandmient. AlmE-ghang i
o gu-u-d Wiy of Iuwng U ntighl;u:ﬂ' in responge o the Second
Greales! Commandment,

4 basic principies

Instcad of vicwing moncy as the root of all evil, we need to
remember that Christ dealt extensively on the subjecl throuwghoul
his beachings. Dsd you know that 16 out of 38 of his h.
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parables deal with money? That thare ane only 500+
verses on both prayer and faith but more than 2000
verses dealing with money and possessions? That
mare i5 i in the New Testament about money
than heaven and hell combined?

The Parable of the Talents sets out fouwr ba-
Sic principles govaming money and posseassions.

Eirstly, God owns i all. Thal's right, every-

__BACK TO BASICS™ 43

thing we have came from Him and is His, We are
his stewards only for the pariod of time thail He al-
bows us to be. Vhat this really means is this: God
has the right fo whatever He wants whenever He
wanls it it is all His, because an owner has nights, and we, as
stewards, have only responsibilifes. (Matt. 25:14). When & father
allows his son to drive the family car, the ownership is still the
father's, bul the son has the responsibility to return the car in good
condition and, hopefully, with a full lank of gasoline. In the same
wy, Since God owns it all, we literally possess much but own noth-
ing. If we really believe this, we become free to give generously of
God's resources for God's purposes and for His Church and His

wm ywmﬁf— -rGM ludrt-&d :raur spmdmg :Im:-
sions, your checkbook and your bank account ioday, would He ap-
prova nflhu waﬁr y'nu dizburse I-ﬁamnﬂuy‘?

Mﬂﬂﬁm&m mm s posses-
gions are a iool that God uses to help us grow up. God ks not trying
to frustrate ws when He limils our financial resoarces. He is just
trying to gel cur attention! And, let's admit i, money is the best
atiention-getter! He lesis our fasthfulness through our use of the
possessions He has ghwen us (Luke 16:11-12). And how we fasl
about using our waallh for the good of olfers i$ our lestimony b0 the
vedilid, Dio woe whainl 10 Keep thangs for ourgalves or share them gen-
eroushy with others (Matl. 5:13-16)7
Lastly, Jesus mlms gul to us in the Parable of the Tal
. Whal is important 1o God is
how we handhe whal we ru-u&. what He has entrusted us with. We
ara nol mone or bess Christian by how much or how liftle wea accu-
mulate or give away. God looks al the means of acquisibon and
tha joy we have in using or giving ewvay what we have acquired.

Tithing in the BCBP

Financial giving s part of a mature Christian life and an
important part of being 8 member of the BCEP, If this area is not in
goeod order, the person has not fully committed to the BCBP com-
munity, ks vision and misston and certainly not #s core valuas of
"Lowe for God”, “Love for Community”, and Commitmant bo the Losd's
work™. I is precisely because we ang Christians and pan of Gods

It’s important
that you give your tithe to
the place that feeds you spiritually.

If your spiritual growth comes from
BCBP, then BCBP should be a channel for
vour tithes since membership entails
responsibilities as well as

privileges.

Church, as well as the BCEP community, that we aré callid 1o a
life of service, sharing and stewandship - and therefons we share
the responsibility for the continued existence of both the Church
and the BCBP.

Your fallure - or reluctance — to contribute to the support
of the Church and those people or organizations doing God's work,
like the BCBP. points o poor stewardship, lack of confidence and
trust in God, tha dominance of materialism in your life, and an un-
gratalul spirit for all the God has dane for you.

How much do | have bo gave? This is the wrong quastion to
ask as f presurnes that you slill feel obligabed to tithe. Yes, lithing
is an obligation but the practica of tithing should be approached
with an attitude of joy (for the abundance God has given you), kove
{for God), responsible stewardship and a generous Spin

How much? The general rule is 10% and is the bench-
mark wa all must look o, However for some people, 10% may be
oo much, And fof athens, 10% may be too small. We should all
EXAMINGg oUr own circumstances and the vast amount of blessings
we hava been given through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for us and
the gift of the Holy Spirit to us. We should reflect on the endiess
chain of grace (How strong  is it in my Ife7) that we need to
continue to build on and strengthen, We need 1o remember God's
challenge and promise in Malachi 3:10 and St. Paul’s advice in 2
Coninbiang B06-10.

In the Old Testamen!, the Jéws wene instrucied io take
their tithes “to the storehouss”, which was the temple - fhe center
of refigion for the entire country. Today, since the body of Christ has
%0 many manilestations (churches, communities, missions, hospi-
tals, atc.) peopla can choose where their tithes and rescurce-shar-
ing should go. It's impartant that you give your fithe 10 the place that
feeds you spirtually. If your spirilual growth comes from BCBP, then
BCEBF should be a channel for your tithes since membership en-
1ails responsibaities as well as prvieges.

Giving one’s tithe today ks nol just & matter of determin-
ing how much, what percentage of your income. To be able to
respond to the responsibility of stewardship that God demands of
us requings more soul searching. more training of the conscience.,
maore seffless love for others, more faith, more voluntary Sacn-
fice and less compulsion. True Githing tests our values, whal we
treasure most and where our hearts are.

In the: Brotherhood, we give our tithes through cur action
group leader who tums them in lo our chapter or oufréach rea-
surer. All amounts are duly receipled and recorded in the Dooks.
The BCBP is audited by Sycip, Gomres and Velayo Auditing Firm
and the books are opan for inspection.

Ciur mission in e Brotherood is to bring Christ to the
marketplace. Remember — 50% of all funds recaived are used for
accomplishment al this mission,

God challenges us: “Try me and sea what happens. | will
open the lopdgates of heaven and pour out abundant blessings on
you™ Happy Tithing! O
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Mook Revigie:
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Cagayan de Oro

Il of us have experienced the “El

Mino" or economic crises in our
businesses and professions. About a week
ago, our efforts to comrect and stabilize
seme financial liabilities caught up some-
how with these difficult times. As | contin-
ued to pray for guidance, this book gave back
my confidence and peace. Let me share pants
of it with you.

Chapler 4 (p.47] God and Maney

Why does money hold such power
overmen?

What does God think of money?
Does He sec it as a necessary evil? Didn't
Jesus put God and money in opposite cor-
ners when He told us, *You cannot serve both
God and Money™ (Mair. 6:24)7

Money is not evil, though the love
of money is. Paul said the love of money
is the root of all evil (7 Tim. 670 K1V
There's nothing wrong with money itself,
But because of the sin in men's hearts,
the love of money can lead to pain and bond-
age = even for Christians, Money  itself is
not evil. Money and God are not on oppo-
site sides either. In fact, God uses money

The a a tlr
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and finances

by Loren Cunningham

a8 @ practical tool for many things, He
uses money, or the lack of i, to test us,
te see what is in our hearts, How we use
money is a gauge of where our priorities
are.

God also uses money to teach us
o trust HIM. Remember how Elijah was
led by the Lord to a brook where he hid out
for some time during a severe famine?
God didn’t allow him 1o become comfort-
able trusting in that brook, even though it
had been God's provision for him. He was
ready to lead Elifah somewhere ¢lse, so
He caused Elijah’s brook to run dry.

When our financial brook runs
dry, we are ready tolisten 1o the Lord who
wants our willful dependence on Him. His
only aim is to teach us and 1o bring us
closer to Himself. We need 1o realize that
the lack of money is just as definitely from
God as the provision of mozey. When the
brook dries up, we need 1o ask God how
o move on, like Elijah did. Because
money is important in our lives, God's
Word devotes much space o it, In fict, there
are 3,225 references to financial matters in
the Bible.

Ta - - - i e —

Chapler 14, When It fust doesn 't work

What happens when you hear from
the Lord, move out to obey Him, and the
Foney mmns out? You try (o copcentrate on
your work, but all yvou can think of is, “Why
isn 't God supplying my need! ["'m doing what
He told me to do! Why isn’t this working™

God is absolutely faithful - He can't
be anything else. When He gives His word,
He will being it about. Unless .,

You see, God's promises are always
based on fulfilling conditions. They are neves
awtomatic. Let's look at some questions to
ask yourself during those times when it just
doesnt wiork:

1. Dol love things more than { love
God fmaterialism)?

2. Have I missed the will of God?

J. dm | in debi? “Owe nothing to
anyone excepl to love one anather.” (Rom.
13:8 NASB) Debt can be the reason you are
in financial difficulty. God in His love for
you holds up your finances until vou set
matiers straight and learn to live responsi-
bly within His provision for you. What God
is telling us in Romans 13:8 is 1o be up-1o-

= e
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date, 10 be current with our obligations. It is
financial wisdom 1o only borrow items with
equity, which can be resold to pay your debt
if you are unable 1o meet your obligation.

4. Hawe I been fithing:" Malachi
chapter three states thai we are robbing God
if we are nod giving one-ienth of our income
on a regular basis. 1fwe obey Him and stan
tithing, God promises in Malachi 3:11
(MASE) o “rebuke the devouwrer for you, 50
that it may not destroy the fruits of the
ground; nor will your vine in the fleld cast
itz grapes. " If your finances are being de-
voured, perhaps you have not been diligently
obeving God in this area

5. Have [ been generous? Giving
could be the key 1o vour financial break-
through.

6. MHeave [ been grateful for God s
provizsion™ The formation of Christ’s char-
acter m us 15 what God considers mosi im-
portant.

7. Have I been faithful over the
smaall things? This principle of being faith-
ful gver a litlle before we are given respon-
sibility for much is repeated in many areas
of our lives. God in His faithfulness will not
subject uste the test of abundant money until
we have been faithful with our nickels and
dimes. (Zech. 4;10)

8. Have [ dizsobeyed amyihing God
frcer ol me? Sometimes a lack of finances
can be God's signal to us that we have got-
ten off the track somewhere. God knows that,
and in love and mercy 1o us sometimes with-
holds our provisions until we week Him and
reperit

. Have I asked God 1o supply my
need? James 4:2 says, “You do net have,
becanse you de wof ask God.™

You don't have to st aside ten davs
to pray and fast 1o ask Him either, Just ask
Hem.

L Am | more inferesfed in learn-
drigr wilrerd Crodd ir irvlng fo feach me or am |
miore Leresied in having my meeds mei?
What God teaches us is built into our char-
acter and our knowledge of Him and His
ways. These are the treasures in heaven of
M, &:20 which we are accumulating. These
Ireasures can never be taken from us,

M I rhere Vg b the .-.-r.rm,r:-"?
This is a question 1o ask if you are leading a
group or an organization that has been fac-
ing an unmet need, The phrase, “sin in the
camp™ comes from the story in Joshua 7 of
the defeat at Ai because of the sin of one
man - Achan. It is impartant o point o that
this question is only appropriale if you are
in leadership and & group is suffering finan-
cial setbacks that are otherwise unexplain-
able. Also, remember that God's provision
for you is not dependent upon other's obe-
dience, but upon yours. Even il others are
disobedient, if vou remain faithful and obe-
dient 10 God, He will find a way to neel vour
need.

12. Am I reaping from pasi sins or
wrong chioices” When we have to live with
the consequences of our sin, réaping their
effects even after we have recervied God's for-
giveness, it builds a hatred for sin into us.
Another possibility is that vou are facing the
results of foolish choices, not sinful ones.
in either case, ask people (o pray with you.
Such curses or consequences can be lifted,
lightened, or shortened through the nterces-
sory prayer of others.

{3 Have [ been working hard?
God pat within everyone a desire to be pro-
ductive. Of course, there are those who can-
not work, and we should show them mercy
and give them aid. But we should never en-
courage laziness.

14, Have I iouched God's glory?
This is a Bible term which means taking

It is financial wisdom to
only borrow items with
equity, which can be
resold to pay your debt if
you are unable to meet
your obligation.

credit away from the Lord and giving it to
yourself. (1 Chro 29:11-12) There is a dan-
EET In SUcCess in every avenue of life, includ-
ing ministry. We can allow a subtle shift of
attention away from Jesus and omo ourselves
as leaders. Money problems are one of the
ways the Lord uses to signal that something
i5 WO,

15 Have | been independent and
prouid”? God wants us to be dependent upon
Him and interdependent upon one another,
not independent. If we have trouble with an
independent spirit, He can use financial
holdups to iry and get our atbenteon,

16. Hevel been looking fo peaple
rather than God to supply my needs? This
is the wonderful thing about living the life
of faith. We can never get 100 far from our
dependence on the Lord. He can use finan-
cial need to get our attenlion, MOving us o
rely on Him again.

I7. Am [ fearful of the futnre?
This kind of insecurity grows and grows until
it becomes a paralvzing bondage. Perfect
love drives out fear, according to | John
4:18. We can tum fto Jesus for complete
freedom from fear. We can trust Him with
our future. Everything else is uliimately in-
secure. Are you putting vour trust in sav-
ings? If you put your trust in the systems of
the world, they will fail you. Yer Jesus is
greater that the world which He created,
greater than the universe which He is sus-
taining every second by “His powerful
word™ (Heb. 1:3).

Chapter 15 - If you f2if off the agge...
Good fathers provide for their chil-
dren. Good fathers also answer their
children’s questions when something gocs
WIGNE, when YOUr Maney stops COMInG 1n,
just go to your heavenly Father in prayer and
ask Him what is causing the holdup.

PovERTY With PREEGOM FROM DEBT [5 GREAT WEALTH.



46T AOOK REVIEW
narimg

fto l.iwve

Your first step is to ask God to tell
you. Proverbs 4:7 (NASE) says, “with all
your acquiring, get understanding.” Too
many fail to do this.

They get guidance from God to do
something, it doesn't work, and they limp
away without stopping to find our why.
Living by Ffaith means you have to know
why it doesn't work when it doesn't work.
Learning to have faith in God means asking
AqUESTIONS,

If you have gone through all seven-
teen points in the chapter 14, and still don’t
know why you have *fallen off the edge” fi-
nancially, ask God if you are being atacked
by Satan. Ifit is something Satan is doing to
you, nod something vou are responsible for
Yourself, you can easily withstand him with
the authority Jesus has given you as a be-
liever. Command the devil to withdraw from
you, according to James 4:7.

While waiting for God 1o provide,
recount His faithfulness to you from the past,
Thank God for supplying vour past needs.
Oten, we only notice God's daily provision
when it s10ps.

There are many blessings during
times of financial need which cannot come
in any other way or time. You can leam
strength through times of need. You also
leam during a time of financial ack the truth
of God’s Word in Luke 12:13, where it says
aman's life does not consist of what he owns.,
You leam that His joy is greater and is not
dependent upon money. A time of financial
need restores our sense of trusting in God.
Fmally. while waiting on God for financial
release, meditate on Psalm 37. This psalm
seems o be wrilten especially for someone
needing money,

That"s what it means to live the life
of fath. You have to have real confidence in
the One who is carryving vou across. But are
you willing to have Him carry vou across a
tightrope, high above a roar of water? You
can have that experience, you know. You can
have the thrill of trusting God and secing Him
meel your necds. g,
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WHar IF:

Whar I,
God coaldn’t foke the time to bless us foday because we
couldn’t fake the time to thank Him yesterday?
Whar I,
God decided to stop as tomorrow becadase we
didn’t follow Him today?
Whar I,
We never sow another flower bloom becaase we
grambled when GOD sent the rain?
Whart IF,
God didn’t walk with us today becadse we falfed fo
recognize ft as His day?
Whar i,

God fook away the Bible tomerrow becouse we would
not read it today?
Whar I,
God took away His message because we failed to listen
fo the messenger?
Whar I,
God didn’t send His only begotten Son becaase He
wanted as to be prepared to pay the price for sin,
Whar i, _
the door of the charch was closed because we did nof

open the door of oar heart?
Whar I,
God stopped loving and caring for us because we falled
to love and care for others? KT

Whar I,
God would not hear us teday because we woald not
listen to Him yesterday?
Whar I,
God answered our prayers the way we answer
His calf to service?
Whar IF,

God met our needs the way we give
Him oar lives???
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When you can stay o 4 ,

young’

by Anonimong, Davao L

"-1."
D on't ever say or think that you ane getting old, be-
cause ageing is a self-fulfilling prophecy. i you think
you're grawing old and weak. you are. But if you think there is
a way to delay the ageing process and “be young®, you will
WE PRESCRIBE WHAT WE ARE, AND WHAT OUR LIFE
IS GOING TO BECOME.

A simple exercise routing like walking or dancing
can redefine the meaning of ‘geting on in years’. Growing
clder need not mean losing one’s exuberance for living, one’s
innate vitalty, or one’'s capacity to learn a new actlivity. Being
advanced in years should not deter us from entering a new
level of experience, albeit with a lithe assistance from our
younger pears. Scientifc studes have revaaled thal aldery
people taking up new hobbies or projects tend to prolong
their lives by as much as 20% more than the average
lifespan. Taking up writing, for instance, can improve one's
memaory and perception significantly, as brain cells naed 1o
be re-activated.

One day, it will no longer come as a surprse when
centanarnians can enter and finish a full marathon, Even now,
past the 50th mile of gur lives, as we come to grips with the
limits of our physiclogy, we begin to question age-ald per-
ceptions (or myths) aboul ageing. Call it a paradigm
breakaway, butl we Senior runners - who compete with other
— runners 20 years our junior, have discovered that it is not the
decades of years, but deactivated “gears” that make our bod-
i85 deteriorate. Lack of a REGULAR exercise, due perhaps
to laziness, poor maotivation or self-discipline, is the main cause
of disease, Any muscle in the body that we neglect to use or
exercise regularly will become weaker and smaller, and may

Tiew CRNATEST MAN O8N EARTH WAS THE BOSREST. - EMERSON
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even atrophy, and naturally, ths only con-
tributes to ageing

Gen. Carlos Romulo once
quipped, “Age does not matler, as
long as whatl malters does nol
age.” There is in fact no matter
on earth that does not deteno-
rate with inactivity. Said an-
other lothario, “if you keep
using it, you'll never loseit.”
True. And it applies nat
only muscles, buf to all the
other organs in your body

as well
For us bleod gail-
loners, it can also be said:
“if you keep kosing it, you'll
always be using it." Of
course this applies to
bloodletting - losing one's
blood for the use of those
in need of it But the same
principle applies most dra-
matically to the adding of
years to our life. The more
k‘ you give, the more you ré-
ceive in lerms of revarsing
the ageing process, because your blocd is constantly rejuve-
nated, and tha production activity keeps the whole body vi-
brant. Plus the fact that this noblest form of charity — shed-
ding an ounce of one's life for another - makes one blessed

and hapay.

The correlaton of ACTIVITY to LONGEVITY applies
not only 1o muscles, blood, organs, and bones, but even o
inammate objects ke wood and steel. Lelt to the elements
without use, metal soon corrodes with rust; but employed
even under heavy stress or heat, it will stand the test of ime
How much mare for living lissues that are nourished by
nature's powers, plus the Will of the Divine’?

My own indefatigable mother is a strong case in point
She is approaching her diamond year, but this lady is still
gaing strong - on the dance floor. And (o think that only three
years ago, the only music she could dance to was the waltz!
She is getting a lot of exercise and aerobic benefits for her
heart, lungs, muscles, igaments, bones (even her once iras-
cible temper has improved!) - all because she's having a good
time dancing. And she's nat even gelting proper sleep from
this activity. But what the heck, she's having the time of her
life, and we, her children, are the happier for it.

Life is too precious to let every moment that passes
go by without being relished or employed for something worlh
its firme. Yos. time s gold if well spent. But lime can be so
fleeting it can leave us empty, if we do not give it meaning for
the glory of its Maker. Not until we have given seffiess value
to life down to its last drop can we welcome wilh open arms
that which is the best of portions — which is why it's saved
for the last — sweet aternal rest. G
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Ronnie Cabaflere, in keaping up with 5o many coaem racommandations
w:w:mmhﬁmbuwmﬁmlmmm rﬁf“:lﬂ submitted hﬂi\ﬂ‘
::}.hﬂﬂm“ﬂ mmm-mmhmm nhﬂmﬁ’ﬂ mt b“ M?
fo cama. in his aditonad plece, Ronmve swmphasizes that there is no olfar aptian in Pu :

ving in & comminlly s0eh 4% the BEBP. but o kove.

Nancy Catan. Even s8llvory busy 82 [ supponive wite of the Manila Cluireach
Nead Mancy 200 rainfaing bor prosencs & e Kapatiran work, b ihis (ssue 2he
writos about one of (e basic conoams of any commanily - Tithing. She also shanps
with g e atesd traval, s et b0 the Holy Lang! Manci ieacts o i rafadd an ha
mpartancs of e past, Sie 2oy Ml ireckeg our oot 5 mporan Because 43 we
oo ko B Cleaner undersianding of ihe evenls and ives of the past we can put our
prasant info clasmer focus. And S0 frce the fufun with confidanss.

Edidie Mendoza. Fresh from successiully running the BCBR for the Luzon re- First and foremost, we would like 10
o, Edmmwpuuhdfmmu.:'msummwm Hois apologize for our oversight of nod
scheduled to have & planning session for the chapter early 1999 which is ax- properly and timely acknowledging your
Pl 13 render & burssor year for i andg s govermance. [n s “lesus was mo contributions to the Kapatisan
Wimp* article, Eddie assures us that Jesus, rough submisshve, was forceful, i- '
el o e podnt, & Pd-holds-bared lnd of guy, even as he was always thankiul
and compassionate. bakd but willing o look foolish, Stuck 10 his mission desaite Secondiy, we thank you for your
severe odds, and held peopie sccountabls but He bimself was vary raaspanent submissions, suggestions and
Fernando de Lavrazabail. Tito Lamy is finishing up his new book antillad "Cuest comments. Thess mmgﬁng m‘id
fiar Amswars " which is axpacted fo be in circutaton by b ond of this year or sary SRR TR, k- RO TR ETCNN
1925 a2 the jates!, He is Bkowise in the process of reviewing the BELP ang undertaking this service.
Crbturn tabcs o that they can eooe up wilh th cursnt dersapments. H e
ravilly fnakzing the progrm that Wil be endartakan for the forthooming Luzon Thirdly, the explenation, As you may
Counce Confarence, sialed in February in Puerio Pincasa, Palsyvan have noticed, we cany & hams in eveny
issue, like in this case - “Community™.
This maans thal if your article doas nol b=,
Sammy M. Uanday. “The BCBP Couniry” the piciure we 50 on the backcover | run parallel to this theme, chances are it
of e Kapatian, (s further xprssed, this ime in wands by Sammy, and gheen will not be published. However, we
e five "TPw BCAE Cotntry, (he Sminarood Commonty.” Wity 8 Rie bt of would like to make it clear that these
mermmpmﬁwsusabﬂmmwﬂnﬁumm"w “nanit articlos” do not ga 1o the
© DUr presevl s % At asrin fwrns of locabions 1 e anch

i s shredder. They go io our fles and bring

them up when they coincide with the
chozen theme. Themes in the two

Arnie Salvador. Boskies wiiting hev column "From Crios fo Kisses”, Annie now succeeding issues are prinbed bebow the
* has accepled iha invitaion of Ronnis CAbaBoN fo be & mamber of the Kapatiran Table of Contents.
pamnanenl working stall. Her axpariencos a3 a wiler, molher, wife and BCEP
Makali sensant vl dadiradaly’ pvovida ihe neediod backoone for the Kapatran edia- of course there are exemplions,
il fearn. Arne's -'I-'lmﬂ-}' Talks" grvps us & fagson we can fnach o our childnan especially if an article carmies a concerm
FRgaTing (s cffan lres Trouble-causing” ting caded monesy. {hal is deemed very significant, This is

an editorial prerogative.

Cymihla Matas. Cynifva's Wusings™in this issve gives vs ife chance fo aistin- Recanily, we have implamentad a
guish i Tim is @ fiond or an enamy. This shoet bul meaningfil plece dives home program wharein 2 to 3 chaplers/
i point the imparfance of making the mosf, and ife poodest™in the shor fime outreaches are featured in an issue,
ifal wer ane allowed by God 1a s an this eavth which is assigned around 25-30 percant
of the total pages. Therafore, If it's your
chapierfoutreach’s tum io be featurad,
your aricle would have mora chancas o
e published, If your chaplerouireach is

A CKNOWLEDGMENTS: - not featured, your artiches and
Rollie Owa, Roy Callgja, Rayben Maigue, Dodo and Junette Sta. Maria, Buttons submissions can always be
Sisan, Nene Bondoc Ocampo, Allan and Evelyn dele Cruz, Ric Galing of (haezon City Chapier, accommodated i The olner
doe Corufla, Charisse Ch Fortich, Sandra Yap Ng, Pinky V. Lim of BCBP Cagayan de Ovo, 70% of the contents.
aind Arcaimeng of BCBP-Davan
Athers Morales of FTC, Ellen Mmqf’.i‘muk Sunday Magazine of Philippine Al any rate, we encourage you lo keep ',
Star 28 June 1998 issue, Word Among Us, Harvard Business Review, Neal F. McBride; Pub- those submissione coming. Who
lisked by NavPress, and Ann Landers ns shared by Mrs. Lesly Vick, Westiake Village, Calif; knows, your thoughts expressed in

Bacolod Northk and Sewth, Bavbay, Cagayan de (o, Lucena, Mactan, Manila, (uezon words may save a soul, in God's time.
Oy, Rizal, Tugueparas Chaprers Dufremch. T -Eﬂtmtl.lsuf_i;;
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The Cabaliera’s, Ronnie and Mari enjoving a lig.
Makeri breakfasr meeting.

MENS BRE \.ﬁu_ﬁ'F[T:}ﬂ.'ﬁ.'ﬁLI

Wedmordgys - MAKATE: Moo Speet Club
Fhwersays - GREENHILLS: Chib Filiping, (eeenhéls
VILLAMOR: Villasor Giol £ lubed 21 & 3rd §

M - MANILA: Backs, Bemedios Cirgle, Malate. Manila
Katuarrdays

ALABANCGE Ayvala Alabang Country Club, Muestinlupa
BACOLOD MORTH: Rodi's LaSalle, Dacolsd

BACOLOD SOUTH: MeDenald's

BAGEICK: Preme Hotel, Session B, Bageio (2nd & 4th Sa1)
BAYBAY: Angelicam {Istd Jed Sat)

BTN - Talpan R Valoncia {153 Hoiel Maibie Malasbalay (3ed 5210
CAGAY AN DE (RO Paulo's [Pt pasrmn |, Capavan doChra
CALAMBA; Riverview Rouor and Conferesce Cenles

CHEBLE Ding Cuua~Clus Rest. | Geea Manibam Ave, Cebu City
DAVACE Terrarn Millesa (11, Ind & rd Sat )

L MGEAM: Sismbairst Restadizl

4 HLCHLCY. Amipo Teemaoes Hinte|

LAS PINAS: Dalia Cluk 500 BBF Resor, Las Pifias

LEGASPE: Albay Flotel, Lepani City (Tnd 53 )

LUCENA- Halina Hosel & Resa., P Gomer, Lucena Cloy (1504 Snd Sat)
LIPA: Sawali Restaurend, Sabang, LipaCay

. MMACTAN: Flormont Hotel, Ceba Cliy
PARANACFUIE: The YVillage Resiaurand, Cahans cor. Palanca, BF
PUERTC PRINCESA: Seafront Bestausmn)

OUEZCN CITY: Terrace Geill, |19 Booes Avensar one. Mossio
RIZAL: Riverbond Hotel, Riverbank Cesnmercial Complex, Marikina ity
RN AN: Basami Bostsurant

TACLORAN: Don's Cabin, Justice limener S0 @2nd & £1h Sal)
TAGEILARAYN: s Roca Hoael

MEN'S LUNCHEDN (12:00 3%

Smfuralay « DAGLUPAM: Celebrigy Hepse, Arclkans St

AIEN'S AIERRTESN DA {42000 'LlJ

Savairdeer - TUGLUEGARAD, Saridyn's Restares ( 2nd & Sih 5m)
LADES !I!I-'J.H}'.L___"i-"_lr:

Wndmemalays - MARATI: Makati Spons Chab (Znd Wed )
Tharsdays - GREENHILLS: Chub Filipino, Grecahills San busn { 3rd Thurs )
.'Ed.ru.l'duﬂ

ALABANG: Ayala Alabang Country Clab (2nd S )

BACOLOD MORTH: Inllibee. Bacold 'I'_'ill, {Ard SaL)
CAGAY AN DE (O Tia Mamang, Corales S0 (2nd & Srd Sak )
CEBLY: Ding Cua-Clua Bestauras) { Ird Sa )

AN A Torrers Milbesa (S Sa )

ILCHLCY Aumigos Terraces Hoted (last Sa )
LAS PINAS: TiadiaClab 500 (Rrd Bal)
LIEGASEL: Albay Houel {deh %a.)
MWACTAMN: Flomeom Hotel {2nd Sa1.)
PARANACHIE: The ¥illege Reataran (dih SaL )
CUEAUNCTEY: Tomace Grill (2nd Sat. )
FOXAS: Kenami Hesgarmg
RI£AL: Rivorbend Hobel, Riverbank Com Comsples, Marikbng Cry( 1o Sat )
TACLOBAM: Daa’s Cabrin | 2nd Sal
TAGHILARAN: La Roca Hotel id3rd S&0
JOINT BREAKFAST (780 A VL)
Wednevdayy - MARATI: Makati Sports Clab (15t Weds )
Frmdays - CIREEMNUILLS: Ol Falipans (] 20 Thurs )
Fﬂ-ﬂﬂf SAANILA; Racks Resimusant, Malae, Mangls
¥
ALARANCE Ayaly Alabang Country el dih Sal)
BUTUIAN: Echelom Hodel {2 & 21k 551 )
BACOLOD MOBETH: Rodi's La Salbef Sk Sm0)
BACCHLOD SOUTH: Melbonald's {4tk Sat )
HAYRAY: Anpelicun Farich Hall {2md & dgh San
CALAY AN INE QRO Silver Conrt. Cagd. Witenl: FRoa 51, T (Erd Sat )
CANVITE: Emperor Restmarnn, Cavite Cined ed Sm.)
CEBL Ding Oraa={bus Resiaurant { 5nd Sat )
LRACaLEF AN Uclebamy Home, Arcllane ST, (3rd Sal)
ANV ACK Termera Millesa (1nd Sar)
[FIPCHLCRE: Togp Plaes Mobel (ed & 46 52 )
DUMAGELETE: Bethel Resd House (1588 3rd Sad.)
LAS PIMAS Halig s SO0 ] 51 Sab §
LEGASFI: Albay Hoel, Legasp Cay (dnd Sar)
AEAASIN: Valtevian Remtasmanl, Leyte (13, & 3rd. Sun )
MACTAMN: Flormant Hotel (4th Sal)
CHUBOR: Prorgren Hotel (End & Jrd. Sar)
CREANLE: Supeimin Restaurgat {190 & J5d 5ul.)
PARAMADLUE: The Village Restaursnt, BF (2nd Sai.)
QUEZC CITY: Tomace Grill {4gh Sad )
BEEAL: Wiew Square, Sustmlong. Antipale (3nd Sal )
SAMN FERMAMNI Y Cafe Risgian, CHosjie-Cidias Bad
SAM JOISE: Regina's Restsument (1508 3rd San )
TACLOBAN: Dos's Calin 4tk Sak §
A s ARLARM: ' Sealees] Villlaps (Jnd & 41l sat )
FALALIN: Dbnlove Hos it § Bs0 & Sed Sl )
TURNEDN: Parish Pl Hall {130 & 3rd Sal )
TUGUECGARAC Marilym Restaurant (2nd & 4th S )
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