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MEN'S BREAKFAST (7:30 A.M.)

Wednesdays - MAKATI: Makati Sports Club

Thursdays - GREENHILLS: Club Filipino. Greenhills
VILLAMOR: Villamor Golf Club (1st & 3rd )

Fridays - MANILA: Racks, Remedios Circle, Malate. Manila
Saturdays

ALABANG: Ayala Alabang Country Club, Muntinlupa
BACOLOD NORTH: Roli's La Salle. Bacolod

BACOLOD SOUTH: McDonald's

BAGUIQ: Prime Hotel, Session Rd., Baguio (2nd & 4th Sat.)
BAYBAY: Angelicum (1st & 2nd Sat.)

BUKIDNON: Taipan Rest., Valencia (1st) Hotel Malibu Malaybalay
(3rd Sat.)

CAGAYAN DE ORO: Paulo's Restaurant, Cagayan de Oro
CALAMBA: Riverview Resort and Conference Center

CEBU: Ding Qua-Qua Rest. , Gen Maxilom Ave. Cebu City
DAVAO: Terraza Millesa (1st. 2nd & 3rd Sat.)

ILIGAN: Sunburst Restaurant

ILOILO: Amigo Terraces Hotel

LAS PINAS: Italia Club 500, BF Resort. Las Pifias

LEGASPI: Albay Hotel, Legaspi City (2nd Sat.)

LUCENA: Halina Hotel & Rest., P, Gomez, Luccna City (1st & 3rd.
Sat)

LIPA: Sawali Restaurant, Sabang, Lipa City

MACTAN: Flormont Hotel, Cebu City

PARANAQUE: BF Citi Business Center, Elizalde St., BF Homes
PUERTO PRINCESA: Seafront Restaurant

QUEZON CITY: Terrace Grill, 119 Roces Avenear cor. Morato
RIZAL: Manila East Golf Club, Taytay, Rizal

ROXAS: Kanami Restaurant

TACLOBAN: Don's Cabin, Justice Jimenez St. (2nd & 4th Sat.)
TAGBILARAN: La Roca Hotel

MEN'S LUNCHEON (12:00 NN)

Saturday - DAGUPAN: Celebrity House, Arellano St.

MEN'S MERIENDA (4:00 P.M.)

Saturday - TUGUEGARAO; Marilyn's Restaurant (2nd & 4th Sat)
LADIES' BREAKFAST

Wednesdays - MAKATI: Makati Sports Club (2nd Wed.)
Thursdays - GREENHILLS: Club Filipino, Greenhills, SJ (3rd Thurs.)
Saturdays

ALABANG: Ayala Alabang Country Club (2nd Sat.)
BACOLOD NORTH: Jollibee, Bacolod City (3rd Sat.)
CAGAYAN DE ORO: Tia Nanang, Corales St. (2nd & 3rd Sat.)
CEBU: Ding Qua-Qua Restaurant (3rd Sat.)
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DAVAQO: Terreza Millesa (4th Sat.)

ILOILO: Amigo Terraces Hotel (last Sat.)

LAS PINAS: Italia Club 500 (3rd. Sat.)

LEGASPI: Albay Hotel (4th Sat.)

MACTAN: Flormont Hotel (2nd Sat.)

PARANAQUE: BF Citi Business Center, Elizalde St., BF Homes
QUEZON CITY: Terrace Grill (2nd Sat.)

ROXAS: Kanami Restaurant

RIZAL: Manila East Golf Club, Taytay, Rizal (1st. Sat.)
TACLOBAN: Don's Cabin (2nd Sat.)

TAGBILARAN: La Roca Hotel (3rd. Sat.)

JOINT BREAKFAST (7:30 A.M.)

Wednesdays - MAKATI: Makati Sports Club (1st Weds.)
Thursdays - GREENHILLS: Club Filipino (1st Thurs.)
Fridays - MANILA: Racks Restaurant. Malate. Manila
Saturdays

ALABANG: Ayala Alabang Country Club (4th Sat.)
BUTUAN: Echelon Hotel (2nd & 4th Sat.)

BACOLOD NORTH: Roli's La Salle( 4th Sat.)
BACOLOD SOUTH: McDonald's (4th Sat.)

BAYBAY: Angelicum Parich Hall (2nd & 4th Sun.)
CAGAYAN DE ORO: Silver Court, Capt. Vicente Roa St., (3rd Sat.)
CAVITE: Emperor Restaurant, Cavite City (3rd Sat.)
CEBU: Ding Qua-Qua Restaurant (3rd Sat.)
DAGUPAN: Celebrity House, Arellano ST. (3rd. Sat.)
DAVAQ: Terreza Millesa (2nd Sat.)

DIPOLOG: Top Plaza Hotel (2nd & 4th Sat.)
DUMAGUETE: Bethel Rest House (1st & 3rd Sat.)

LAS PINAS: Italia Club 500 (1st Sat.)

LEGASPI: Albay Hotel, Legaspi City (2nd Sat.)
MAASIN: Valtevian Restaurant, Leyte (Ist. & 3rd. Sun.)
MACTAN: Flormont Hotel (4th Sat.)

ORMOC: Pongos Hotel (2nd & 3rd. Sat.)

OZAMIZ: Supermix Restaurant (1st & 3rd Sat.)
PARANAQUE: BF Citi Business Center, Elizalde St., BF Homes
QUEZON CITY: Terrace Grill (4th Sat.)

RIZAL: Manila East Golf Club. Taytay. Rizal (3rd Sat.)
SAN FERNANDO: Cafe Rustico, Olongapo-Gapan Rd.
SAN JOSE: Regina's Restaurant (1st & 3rd Sun.)
TACLOBAN: Don’s Cabin (4th. Sat.)

TAGBILARAN: JJ's Seafood Village (2nd & 4th. Sat.)
TAGUM: Molave Resturant (1st & 3rd Sat.)

TUBIGON: Parish Palao Hall (1st & 3rd. Sat.)
TUGUEGARAQ: Marilyn Restaurant (2nd & 4th Sat.)




CUNIENTO
Greetings of Easter Joy!

Epitors NOTE

This is our Anniversary Edition of the Kapatiran with coverage of the 1 9" BCBP Anni-
versary celebration in Bacolod on April 23-25, 1999. We are devoting the entire issue to
the anniversary, with very few exceptions, so THAT WE CAN ALL BE ONE in joining this
great occasion, even if only vicariously. We decided to move our regular features and
columnists, including my editorial, to the May-June issue in order to have a more compre-
hensive coverage of this very successful affair. Those of you who attended and enjoyed
the “overwhelming” hospitality of BCBP Bacolod North and South chapters can refresh their memories. Those
of us, who for one reason or another, were not able to participate in this year's anniversary can at least get a
taste of the celebration from these pages...and if you are like me, make a firm resolution not to miss future

anniversaries.
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19th National Anniversary

| Anniversary Issue
LiviNGg ouT THE ONENESS 2

. Nene Gamboa, Bacolod North Chapter Head gives the
opening remarksat the start of the program.
WeLcome 1o BacoLop 2
Qur brothers and sisters from Bacolod, offer us a warm
welcome with their inimitable smiles, piaya, pinasugbo,
lechon and puto.
THAT WE MAY ALL BE ONE 3
The anniversary theme is illustrated, emphasizing its mean-
ing based on the Scriptural truth from which it was adapted.
Tue Joy in UniTy 4
President Manny Banigan dishes out his anniversary mes- |
sage to the community, explaining further the joy that every-
one must have felt during the week-end celebration.
ViGiLancE IN ONENESS 7
While we may be enjoying oneness, Art issues a warning
not to be too complacent. He exhorts everyone to be truly
bonded by a genuine spirit of love to preserve our unity.
Be OPEN TO THE SPIRIT 8
This inspiring homily by Bishop Camilo Gregorio during
the Eucharistic celebration examines the dimension of faith.
From My Desktop Files
197H ANNIVERSARY: Cause AnD EFFecTs 14
Sammy shares some inside information about the anniver-
sary preparations, and his personal experiences during the
celebration. - by Sammy M. Ulanday
Still on the Anniversary !
ATTENDANCE BY CHAPTERS 6
Messace Boarp 16
NatioNAL DIRECTORY 21
MoRre ANNIVERSARY PICTURES 24
StarF Box 24
Venues, BCBP Country INsiDE covers

The Cover. "That we may all be one", our 19th anniversary theme is embodied in this presentation.
Oneness is further underscored by the picture’s depiction of accuracy and precision, which when fully
practiced will enable our Brotherhood to go places - perhaps to go global!

Genius does what it must. and talent does what it can. -Anon. SO OT IO BN wio  soo saos ‘1

19th National Anniversary

Sharing

CAN WE SUSTAIN OUR ENTHUSIASM?

Karina expresses her feelings, particularly the fulfilment
achieved in being anonymous, as she involved herself in
the preparations of the anniversary. - by Karina Jugo

QUuTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT

"It was indeed a weekend of experiencing the powerful out-
pouring of the Spirit, an experience as profound as it was
gratifying, fulfilling as it was affirming. Serving as a member
of the Secretariat was to me, a rare privilege of joyfully and
lovingly serving the Lord through one another,” says Ating -
by Ating Jochico

1999 BCBP AnNIVERSARY AND BEYoNnD 10 |
Beth lets her pen (fingers on computer keyboard, if you may)
flow unceasingly as she delivers a blow-by-blow account of
her memorable and significant weekend at the hands of the
"Bacolodians” in one of the rare occasions when we get to
hear long but true to form narrative of personal experiences

during an anniversary. by Beth Ginete

BCBP Y2K aNNIVERSARY 13
Las Pifas, next year's anniversary celebration lead chapter,
proposes this reassuring invitation to all members of the com-
munity to "come home to Manila" for the 20th anniversary.
The Date: April 29, Year 2000. The Vision: Tens of Hun-
dreds of Christian men and women coming together in cel-
ebration of oneness with the Lord and with one another. The

Occasion: BCBP's 20th Anniversary. by Rey Feria

Back to Basics

Gop THE FATHER: SOURCE OF ALL Love

The Year of the Father ushers in a new era of our Christian-
ity - an era simply focusing on Love... Love that is the begin-
ning and the end of the way that leads to God. As Scripture
proclaims, God is love: it is the Father who eternally gener-
ates his Son in the bond of personal love that is the Holy
Spirit. This divine love, a central mystery of Christianity, in-
tends to be communicated to our hearts and to animate us.
It is this divine love that is the power that gives the Church
its life and structure.

by Nancy Catan

22
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ood evening, brothers and sisters.

My task tonight is to officially wel-

come you all to our 19" Anniver-

sary Celebration. | know that

some, if not most of vou, have been
welcomed already ever since you’ve arrived,
likewise at the different sports activities, dur-
ing our assembly, at the different venues of
our pocket-dinners last night, and this morn-
ing again during our Joint Breakfast. And we
will keep on welcoming you. Members of
the Bacolod chapters have been assigned to
you as your host, on one-on-two basis, to make
you feel welcome throughout this Anniver-
sary Celebration. This is in line with our
- : # theme: “THAT WE MAY ALL BE ONE.”
We in the host chapters have already experienced this “one-
ness’” in our community during the course of preparing for this
celebration, and we hope that you, our guests, will likewise ex-
perience this oneness during our time together.

But, brothers and sisters, let us go beyond these won-
derful moments of celebration and really live out this “One-
ness” in the day-to-day life of our community. Most of us know
how wanting we are in living out this *Oneness”. For in our
own capability, we can never achieve this. We need first to be
truly united with Christ, as Christ tells us in Jn. 15:15:; “Who-
ever abides in Me and I in him, bears much fruit.”

In this 15 chapter of John, which is two chapters be-
fore the chapter where our Anniversary Theme is found, there
are four verses all speaking of this union with Christ. In verse
5 we are “branches”, in verse 15 “friends”, in verse 20 “ser-
vants”, and in verse 27 “witnesses.” The fourfold significance
in these four aspects of union is this: as BRANCHES, we live
in Him; as SERVANTS, we work for Him; as FRIENDS, we
rejoice with Him: and as WITNESSES, we speak for Him.
Branches, friends, servants and witnesses — so Christ is our
life, our joy, our Lord, and our theme.

Brothers and sisters, if we are truly united with Christ,
who is the source of all love, then we can’t help but love one
another and be one with one another. So let us be identified
with those for whom Christ prayed to His heavenly Father: “I
pray that all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in
You.”

So again, brothers and sisters, in behalf of both Bacolod
South and North Chapters, | welcome you to the BCBP’s 19"
Anniversary. May our loving Father bless us all abundantly.

o
Bacolod

the city of smiles

Sugar, piaya, pinasugbo, and
puto ... For years we had only been
known by such. Negros didn't have
much of the tourist destinations other
places boasted of, and to an extent,
not much of an identity, too.

Not until a little short of 20
years ago when the province was
mourning over 2 tragic events - the
debilitating sugar crisis of the ‘80's,
and the loss of family, friends, and
loved ones in the Don Juan sea
tragedy - did Negrenses find the need
to rise above these crippling tribula-
tions and go on.

So the MASSKARA festival of
Bacolod was born. MASSKARA is not
simply a mask - it signifies the face
(KARA) of the masses (MASS).

It was under the administra-
tion of then Bacolod Mayor and BCBP
Bro. Digoy Montalvo that the festival
was conceptualized out of a desire to
shroud these misfortunes with a
smiling mask. The festival paved the
way for Bacolod to find its place on the
country’s tourism map. Currently on its
way to becoming the “Convention City
of the South”, Bacolod now boasts of
the riches of its attractions - ITS
PEOPLE.

The distinctive Negrense
hospitality never ceases to amaze our
guests, both foreign and local.
Negrenses go out of their way to
welcome and entertain, even to the
extent of foregoing comfort and ease
among themselves, just to accommo-
date a guest. Down to the grassroots,
it is common practice to give up prized
possessions in exchange for an
opportunity to celebrate and open
homes to visiting guests. Funny, but
true. We treasure such occasion, and
that's really the way we are. A
HEARTFELT WELCOME TO ALL.




"I pray that they all be one, Father, just as you are in me,
and I am in you."John 17:21

-—==tThhat we
may all be

hrist did not pray that men may be rich or great in this world, but He pleaded
with his Father that He would keep them by His power, united for His glory in
affection and labor. Nor did He pray that men be removed out of the world that
they might escape the rage of earthly life, but that they may be strengthened for
their duty, as ONE body, under ONE head, animated by ONE soul, by their union with
Christ and the Father in Him, through the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in them.

The Brotherhood of Christian Businessmen and Professionals (BCBP) Commu-
nity has grown to a membership tally of about 9,000 today. Spread across the islands in a
country so diverse in culture, language, and practice, it has become easier to dispute
about differences, peculiarities, and the lesser things. What an awesome privilege then
has the Father afforded us with, to speak ONE language, to be ONE community with a
common set of practices and to live ONE culture - the BCBP culture.

If an earthly father could desire so much for his children, what more our heav-
enly Father!

The Father gives His person to us, so we may establish our own sonship with
Him, to become His image and likeness, thus establishing us as His family. It is God’s
greatest desire to bring us permanently into this FAMILY bond with Him.

Let us therefore be SINGLEMINDED in our vision and mission. We are not to
be separated by our chapter or outreach affiliation, not by the venue or nature of our
workplace and service. Let us allow ourselves to be anchored only by our firm commit-
ment to be equally faithful and loyal to our community and our God.

By His divine inspiration and will, everything around us has fallen into place,
like pieces of a puzzle fitted perfectly together. The directions of our respective ministries
have been carefully laid out and endorsed by our loving Father, and so has He provided
the bounties to support such. We have multiplied like the baskets of bread and fish that
fed many who listened to His word - we are simply awed by His marvelous grace.

Our 19th Anniversary theme" that we may all be one" from John 17:21 stood out
amongst the many during the long and tedious process of discernment, only to be con-
firmed by the Catholic Church’s declaration of the year 1999 as "the Year of the Father"
that we may all be one in HIM.

With His extensive grace, the Father, too, has gifted us with a most appropriate
anthem "ONE FAMILY", a product of last year’s anniversary songwriting contest which
has since then been recognized as the official BCBP song. Marvelous indeed are His
ways - "that we may all be one in HIM, the FATHER, as one FAMILY" - the BCBP.

Let us then endeavor to keep the UNITY of the spirit in the bond of peace,
praying that all of us may more and more united in ONE mind and ONE judgement so we
may continue with our vision and mission, and convince the world of the truth and excel-
lence of our faith.

HAPPY 19TH ANNIVERSARY TO ALL!!!

Here we are in front of you, Holy Spirit
We feel the burden of our infirmities,
But we are united

All together in your name.

Come to us, help us,

Enter into our hearts

Teach us what we should do,

The part to follow,

Do for us what you ask us to do.

Be the only one

To propose and guide our decisions,
Because only you,

With the Father and the Son,

Have a name that is glorious and holy.
Do not allow us to offend justice,
You who love order and peace.

Do not let ignorance lead us astray,
Don't let human sympathy bias us
Don't let people of office influence us,
Keep us intimately close to you.
With the gift of your grace,

So that we may only be

One thing with you,

And nothing may separate us

From the truth.

Gathered in your Holy Name

May we be good and firm,

So that all we do

May be in harmony with ycu
Awaiting that the faithful fulfillment
Of our duty may lead us

To eternal good. Amen.

Prayer attributed to St. Isidore of
Seville, 8th Century




ood evening to you all my brothers and sisters.
Each year, for the last 19 years, BCBP members
| have gathered together to celebrate an impor-
tantevent in the life of BCBP, our anniversary. It is an event
 that many look forward to because it is a time of festivity, of
| joy, of renewing acquaintances, of meeting other brothers
| and sisters in community. Over these 19 years, I have had
the pleasure and privilege of having attended 17 BCBP an-
niversaries and I must say that | have enjoyed each and ev-
ery one of them immensely.

I remember having read in an article that “the chief end
and duty of man is to love God and to enjoy him forever.” How
true can this statement be for even Scripture tells us that the joy of
the Lord is our strength and also tells us that today is holy to the
| Lord for it is a day dedicated to Him. Thus, in Nehemiah 8:10,

| Manny C. Banigan

| BCBP National President
19" Anniversary Message
Bacolod Convention Center
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| we read:

“He said further, Go, eat rich food

and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions

to those who had nothing prepared; for today

is holy to our Lord., Do not be saddened this day,
Sor rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength.
(Neh.8:10)

When I came across this scripture verse, | que-
ried myself about its meaning and implication. Somehow I got the
sense that celebration is central in our life, in our spiritual disci-
plines. That we cannot continue long in anything without the spirit
of joy. In fact, I dare to state that the only reason we can begin
anything we do, either as individuals or as a community is because
we know that joy, our rejoicing in the Lord is the end result. This is
what had sustained us in the BCBP for the last 19 years. We knew
from the beginning of our existence that there is a sense of plea-
sure, of enjoyment, in everything that the Lord will bring before
us. Without the joyful spirit of festivity, our disciplines become
dull, death-breathing tools in the hand of modern Pharisees.

Today, here in Bacolod, which I acknowledge to be truly
the City of Smiles I understand that we have in attendance more
than one thousand three hundred BCBP-ers from all over the coun-
try. While this may be our biggest so far, it has also been our expe-
rience for the last five or so years that we, the experienced, the not-
so-experienced and the new members of the BCBP encounter one
another in a spirit that is full of excitement, of hope and great ex-
pectations during our national anniversary celebrations.

I was sad when I read in the Kapatiran an article writ-
ten by our sister Nena Paras from Cagayan de Oro about
the “Lamantations of a Manila Girl” where she ex-
pressed in a rather straight forward manner
some of her disappointing experiences
during our anniversary last year.

As 1 reflected it dawned on
me that the Lord was

ty
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: not only teaching us a lesson but ushering
us into an understanding that feelings ...
‘of joy or of sadness are not an end by them-
selves, but rather only a means to enhance
our love for God and to build our strength
in the Lord.

Not coincidentally, the Lord, had inspired our hosts, the
BCBP Bacolod North and South Chapters to immediately address
that experience with this year’s anniversary theme: “THAT WE
MAY ALL BE ONE” taken from John 17:21. In this Gospel ac-
count, Jesus entrusted us, his disciples, to the Father. Jesus knew
the dangers that we were bound to face ... the world, the flesh and
devil...temptations, fear, sorrow, and even division. Recognizing
such perils, He now reminds us that oneness is a necessity if we are
1o overcome the obstacles that tend to take us away from
effectively pursuing that vision and mission that the
Good Lord had entrusted to us. He tells us that we must
be one heart and one mind, that we must be an encour-
agement to one another, indeed, we must be our brother’s
keeper.

In the book of Acts, we find many accounts
where the believers even went to the extent of dispos-
ing their properties so that the proceeds could then be
distributed to everyone according to need. No one
claimed any of his possessions as his own, but they had
every thing in common. [ am not saying that we are
called to do the same expression of sacrificial love, but
rather to understand and appropriate to ourselves that
UNITY . .. being a family, a precious gift of the Spirit
that we must foster and cherish with all our hearts.

And unity. . oneness in the BCBP is a must if we are to
collectively be diligent keepers of the vision and the mission en-
trusted to us for indeed Unity is strength, and if at this hour, you
still have not added to your list of new friends. at least ten new
acquaintances from the other chapters and outreaches, then you
have failed to take advantage of the numerous opportunities avail-

able to you for this purpose of increasing our oneness.
The calling for us to be one is also made signifi-
cant because our anniversary this year is the last

' for this century and we are all privileged to
4 th _
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challenges us
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tory of mankind and of the BCBP that is veiled with uncertainties
but definitely rich with great hope and expectations.

Next year, the beginning of the new millennium, has been
declared by the Catholic Church as the Year of the Great Jubilee.
In Lev.25:8ff, we find the great significance of the Year of the
Jubilee, a year of new beginnings, of homecomings, of being clean
or cleansed, of being honest, of being just, of heing helpful, of
freedom, of observing divine statutes and of faithful keeping of
heavenly ordinances, of pursuing that which we have all been called
to do. While it promises a rewarding year, it also challenges us to
give our best, to look beyond our personal preferences, to get out
of our comfort zones, to look not on ourselves or what we can get
out of the BCBP or from the Lord, but to think of how much of
ourselves we are willing to give in order to promote God’s pur-

¢ - kBgaeEug!

poses and to move towards establishing a truly united BCBP com-
munity in a radical way, and all because we are bound by a com-
mon love for God and of one another.

“That we may all be one” is not simply a wish or a
prayer. [t is a calling, in fact, a directive from the God most high
for all of us to take the initiative in constantly seeking and pursu-
ing the oneness - the unity that we are all called to. Neither dis-
tance nor time, nor culture, nor chapter, nor service should take us
away from our predestined life ... oneness, unity with God through
one another because He is our Father and we are His sons and
daughters.

At this time allow me to acknowledge with much appre-
ciation, the great service that our brothers and sisters here in Bacolod
North and South Chapters. are giving to the Lord by making us all
feel like one big family. Many have invested much of themselves
to make this event not simply a successful undertaking, but rather
a great offering of love to our Abba Father. Can we all give them a

well deserved acknowledgement? May we now all ask every-
one to stand up, except for our hosts, the BCBP Bacolod
members, and give them a warm applause. At this
time, may | ask everyone to extend their
hands to the nearest brother or sister
from Bacolod as we pray for
them in appreciation and
~gratitude and to ask the Lord
to continue blessing their

personal, family and community life.

Thank you.




19th Anniversary.

BCBP 19th Anniversary
ATTENDANCE BY CHAPTERS

Alabang : 33 Kabankalan y 18 Manila 7 Rizal . 13
| Bacolod North  : 228 Las Piias : 28 Ormoc 1 Roxas : 25
' Bacolod South : 311 Legaspi : 8  Ozamis , 4 San Fernando : 7

Baguio - 7  Maasin : 35 Parafiaque : 31 Silay . 18

Bukidnon : 7 Mactan ; 35  Puerto Princesa: 9  Tacloban : 5

Butuan : 11 Makati : 18 Quezon City 8

g

Tagbilaran : 48
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| Cadiz - 5 Tagum _ 1
‘ Tuguegarao ; 28
1 Cag. de Oro : 28 _ ' .
Calamba : 13 Victorias _ 52
I Cebu : 42
T ; 1 More pix on page 24.
' Davao : 12 ._
Dipolog : 17
i Dumaguete : 35
{ Greenhills : 25
lligan : 40
lioilo :

6 As we advance in life, we learn the limits of our abilities. -Froude
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VIGILANCE

Art Legarde, Chapter Head, Bacolod North South

ot because we are the host of our BCBP 19" National Anniversary, but by the grace of
our Almighty Father, we end our celebration very much mesmerized by our unique ex-
perience this weekend. As if a gentle breeze or wind came into our midst, tenderly
touching our lives in a very special way. And because of this spiritual experience, defi-

| believe we have experi-
5 enced some sense of renewal,
. some sense of spiritual new-
ness, some sense of hope and certainly, a new sense of
strength. How or why? Because by the Mighty Hand of our
Father, He has gathered us from all parts of the country for
the purpose of Fathering us, to generously and abundantly
lavish us with all the goodness and blessings that He, our
Almighty Father could share. It has been a “coming home” of
God's children in the:BCBP to the Father, thus, all had been a
foretaste of what is to come, in the Father's heavenly home.
Bros. and Sis. can we just give our ABBA PAPA a big big
hand of applause, our expression of great thanks or grati-
tude.

Likewise, we too believe, that our gathering this week-
end was not only for us to experience the Father's great love,
but for Him to touch our lives that we all may remain one in
our BCBP community. For it is only in our oneness, in our
being a family, strongly bonded by the spirit of genuine love
that the world, who still remains in darkness, may experience
the Light of a Resurrected or Living Christ!

And here lies the challenge our Father presents to
us — that we all must remain one at all times for it is only in our
oneness that the world may know of the Father's Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ. Here lies the basic ingredient for the ac-
complishment of our BCBP mission. But Bros. & Sis., | must
say there is a need for us to be vigilant, because as our Lord
Jesus Christ prayed to His Father that we may be one, this
could only be possible if there is genuine love in our midst.
No, not the kind of love in the mind, though it is more conve-
nient, for the mind easily forgets or rationalizes. Rather, it
has to be a kind of love that comes from the heart or from
within. And vigilant because there is a destroyer of love that
is also found within. | call this destroyer of love “self.” We
cannot love if self prevails, that is why in Luke 9:23 Christ
said, “If you want to follow Me, deny yourself, take up your
cross daily and follow Me.”

Yes Bros. and Sis., it is only when we deny self that
we can love. And is only when we have the capacity to love,
that we may all be one. And it is only in our oneness in this
God-given community that the world may know of Jesus Christ.

nitely, we shall all leave this celebration different persons than when we first came.

“... that our gathering this
weekend was not only for us to
experience the Father’s great love,
but for Him to touch our lives that we
all may remain one in our
BCBP community."”

Let us therefore, rise above self and continue to love one
another, for with this love, we may be able to change or re-
new the face of the earth.

At this point, in behalf of BCBP Bacolod North and
South, please allow me to express our sincerest thanks to
the following:

To all the members of our National Council headed
by our National President Bro. Manny Banigan and of course,
his wife Sis. Haydz. Thank you for your presence, for your
full and generous support, especially the number that you
have obediently and gladly performed. We have all been much
entertained and inspired.

To all of you, members of the different Chapters and
Outreaches from all parts of the country. Your presence here
has been most inspiring, making everything possible. Thank
you so much and may God's abundant blessings be upon
you and your families always. To all the Bros. & Sis. who
graced our program tonight with beautiful numbers making
our affair this evening most memorable and entertaining. Our
sincerest thanks to all of you, too.

And last but not the least, to the Chairman of our
19" National Anniversary Bro. Sar and Sis. Cynthia Regino,
to all Committee Heads and their members and the rest of
the members of BCBP Bacolod North & South, thank you for
all for the time, talent and resources that you have shared to
make this event spiritually filling, spiritually inspiring and
memorable. May God bless you too. And again of course,
all Glory, Honor and Praise to our Great and Almighty Father
whose grace and love just made all possible!

Once again, thank you so much and we love you
allt”




rothers and sisters, I welcome you to the heart of

the diocese of Bacolod and I'm just so happy. |

come to the realization that God, our God, is a God

of joy, He is a God of surprises and He is a God

with a sense of humor. I have been to many
religious events here in the diocese of Bacolod and I see familiar
faces. I have seen them in many, many ways...in different
situations, but I never knew they were members of the BCBP. |
could mention names but I'm sure I'd run out of time. I'm
simply electrified being with you this evening, there are just so
many of you! What a revelation, what a pleasant, beautiful
revelation that the BCBP has grown and multiplied. Congratula-
tions!

Our God is a God of surprises. When | was looking at
your program, I.could not help but see that this is the most
unique convention. Golf in the morning, tennis in the afternoon
and in the evening ... I don’t know! However I realize you have
a different format and I congratulate you for taking up sports as
a means of sanctification and also of praising the Lord.

_ You have come together from all parts of the

| Philippines for two reasons as hinted by the Gospel of St.
John. The first reason is that you are here to

| strengthen your faith in the personal dimension.

| Then, secondly, you are here to strengthen each

| other; this is the social dimension.

One of the very first things you realize as
you journey in faith together is that there comes a time when
like St. John the Baptist, we have to commit ourselves on a
personal level and say “He must increase, I must decrease.”
There comes a time when Jesus challenges us to shed our own
personal views and attitudes in order to allow Jesus’ view to take
over no matter how holy our views or attitudes are. As you saw
in the Gospel episode of today, this was the problem of the Jews,
They had a mindset that was hard to change because they were
dealing with visible and material things and realities. They were
more concerned with externals, rituals and ceremonies. For
them, those externals were more important than the meaning
behind them. It is very hard to learn if our mind is closed.

When one is so full of one’s self, God simply cannot enter, God
cannot work.

“I know that in some places, there has
been resistance in accepting and welcoming
you. | ask for forgiveness in the name of my

brother bishops and my brother priests. | ask

forgiveness for that sin of stifling the Holy
Spirit and for not welcoming you into their
dioceses and their parishes.”

Sometimes we experience this reluctance, this resis-
tance to change. We feel we are doing a good thing and the
right thing. It is something we want to work for and do for God.
But there is a big difference between working for God and
doing God’s will. This is very hard to learn if our minds are not
open. The Holy Spirit is stifled and we know that St. Paul said,
“Do not stifle the Holy Spirit.” And so we pray for deep
humility and openness, a constant openness to grow in the Spirit,
to grow in the gift of wisdom. We pray for that gift of the Holy
Spirit to strengthen our faith on a personal level.
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Secondly there is the social dimension of faith. The
second reason for you being here is to strengthen each other in
faith. The Brotherhood is not just a movement and certainly not
a cult. It is a community of disciples following Jesus seriously
in their everyday lives. That’s what makes BCBP beautiful. It is
serious with Christ and at the same time, joyful about it.

We know that faith grows within an ecclesial frame-
work. Within the community, as a community, you strengthen
each other through your activities just like you are doing right
now — first by breaking the Word of God together, then by
breaking the Bread of Life, the Eucharist, together, Word and
Sacrament.

My dear brothers and sisters, | congratulate you. You
have come a long way and the Church is benefited by your
experience. Congratulations for your continued sharing of the
Word of God, of the Scripture, of the Bible. Continue doing so
for you will always be nourished by the Word.

Congratulations also for your participation in the
Holy Mass, always a life-giving experience, a happy one, a
hopeful one, and this, too, Word and Sacrament, makes you grow
in your love for God and for each other, and also to grow in
vour faith.

We, and allow me to say so, as your pastors and
shepherds, thank you. I know that in some places, there has been
resistance in accepting and welcoming you. [ ask for forgiveness
in the name of my brother bishops and my brother priests. | ask
forgiveness for that sin of stifling the Holy Spirit and for not
welcoming you into their dioceses and their parishes. At the
same time, I thank you and would like to affirm you with all my
heart. We are edified, we thank you, we bless you. And so with
this thought I welcome you all again in Bacolod. Please, I beg of
you, come again.

God bless you all.




Karina M. Jugo, Bacolod North

remember my college days at the Ateneo when
classmates would bombard us with praises about how
Negrenses are as a people - hospitable, accommo-
dating, gregarious, and fun to be with. So we would invite
them over during semestral and summer breaks to affirm what
we were noted for and allow them to lavish in the temporal
paradise we create.

Honestly much of my attitude during the preparation
for our 19™ anniversary was anchored on that same premise
- to allow BCBP members nationwide to come over and bask
in our unparalleled attention, probably to show them “na iba
tataga ang taga Negros." But as my heavenly Father had bet-
ter plans, service during the 19" anniversary turned out to be
a sanctifying growth experience. It was a perfect occasion for
conquering vulnerabilities and beefing up on patience and
compassion. It was a great time, too, for discovering the great
virtue of humility and the true essence of loving service.

Most of my work was done way before the anniver-
sary proper and | was allowed to serve in the other commit-
tees during the anniversary weekend. My most satisfying ex-
perience was when credit for some of my work passed on to
another person. | discovered the great feeling of remaining
anonymous and being content with just doing a job right.

Now that the anniversary is over, the bigger chal-
lenge lies ahead of us. It feels good to serve with all the fan-
fare and orchestration, but when all of that is over and we're
back to where we are, can we sustain our respective ser-
vices in the same spirit? Can we approach every action group
meeting, every breakfast, First Friday Mass, assembly, and
all the other basic essential culture practices with the same
enthusiasm we had during the anniversary? Or will such
enthusiasm be short-lived? Can we nurture our spirituality in
the absence of commendation and praise? Will we go on
despite the lulls and monotones? Will we serve with the same
zest when no one will be
there to praise us? Or
when no one will even no-
tice?

This post-anniver-
sary challenge is atrue test
of our character and our
commitment, Itis said char-
acter is what we are when
no one's looking. What is
in our heart which only God
can see is what will matter
most, which brings us back
to the most basic question
of spirituality: How's our
commitment?

SQUIAring.

Can we sustam our

Therese (Ating) Jochico, Bacolod South

S t was indeed a weekend of experiencing the powerful out-
pouring of the Spirit, an experience as profound as it was
gratifying, fulfilling as it was affirming. Serving asa mem-

ber of the Secretariat was to me, a rare privilege of joyfully and
lovingly serving the Lord through one another.

Starting with the pre-conference planning and the end-
less meetings and briefings with working committees and BCBP
Bacolod hosts, we found ourselves welcoming our overwhelming
number of guests and attending to their needs, preparing for the
logistics of the Friday fellowship, praying with our committees at
the start of the day, anticipating and solving unexpected challenges,
participating in the activities, meeting new friends, cleaning up
afterwards, and giving our Thanksgiving Mass testimonies three
days later.

Weeks of intensive preparation would not have guaran-
teed the success of the Celebration, for as in any other activity of
that magnitude, there were many unavoidable obstacles and snags
behind the scenes. The Lord allowed the loopholes so He could
fill-in the gaps and He continued to amaze us with miracles (like
the good weather) in our midst. But above all, it was the contami-
nating spirit of brotherhood and love that generated the over-
powering response from everyone who was there. We knew that
the Father was truly in control and He was allowing us to experi—
ence the true meaning of brotherhood so “that we may all be one

One phrase from our nine-day novena prayer for the 19
BCBP Anniversary Celebration struck me most — “Knowing that
no one remains unchanged after serving You.” I have been blessed
to have had a close encounter with the Lord. It was a weekend of
grace, of learning the meaning of patience, humility, generosity
and love. Our aching joints were massaged by joy, the inclination
of selfish pride in success was transformed into a humbling wit-
nessing of the Lord’s strength and wisdom during our weak and
indecisive moments. It was during the solemn Mass, the Lord
affirmed His message to me. This is the community He has cho-
sen for me and I thanked Him again because I love being with the
BCBP.

S AU — B Truly a Mt. Tabor

Rk 2 experience!!! 1 pray that all
our communities may some-
day be privileged to have the
same unique blessing. I place
my trust in a generous Lord
who allowed us these edify-
ing moments of fraternal
bonding in order tht we may
be inspired to continue in our
mission to serve Him every-
% day at home, in our BCBP
communities and in our work-
. places. All the glory really
'~ does belong to HIM alone!!
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¢ have been BCBP members
since 1986 and ever since I can
remember, Jun and I have never
missed out attending a BCBP
Anniversary. Each year brings
and leaves us with fond memories and a host
of new brothers and sisters added to our per-
sonal BCBP Directory.

This year’s anniversary, hosted by
(our well-prepared North and South Bacolod
Chapters, was another memorable and sig-
nificant celebration. What is it in an Anni-
versary that makes us keep on attending?
What made us book as early March so as
not to miss this once-a-year event in BCBP?
What made us prod, insist, and convince
our co-members Andy and Odette Nanagas
to go with us on this trip? These are some
of our reasons ...

Though of various cultures and
dialects, we feel oneness with our brothers
and sisters when we worship and sing songs
together. It is beyond words when you wit-
ness brothers and sisters coming from dif-
ferent provinces exhorting and confirming
the messages of our Lord for our commu-
nity. Whether it is during the Prayer As-
sembly or the Grand Breakfast sharing, you
sit in your chair and ask, “Could have this
been part of the script or the Program?” And
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in faith, you know in your heart that the Lord
sees BCBP not just as individual chapters
or outreaches but as one unified community,
bonded together by acommon love for Jesus
and the vision and mission that it is work-
ing for,

BCBP has continuously spread
throughout the country and it is amazing
how we are able to establish new instant
family members in the two-day celebration.
You either find a long lost schoolmate, an
old childhood friend, an unknown relative
... the list goes on. Sportsfest activities al-
low us to relax and have fun. It is almost
always a guarantee that whether you join the
tennis, bowling or the golf tournament, one
is able to establish a closer bond with a
brother or sister because of the com-
petitive fever and strong ca-
maraderie. Though one
does not see them of-
ten (in fact, 1 only
see my co-bowl-
ing sisters like
Charisse
Fortich of Ca-
gayan de Oro
& Zarah De-
jaresco of Tag-
bilaran during
anniversaries!),
there will always be
that one common experi-
ence to look back to time and time

%25 U ENTION

WE MAY ALL BE ONE.”
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again. At the end of the celebration, you find
yourself “richer” with dozens of calling
cards, confident that when you visit their
provinces, you can visit new families and
never feel you have ever left home.

We really take our hats off to our
numerous brothers and sisters in Bacolod
who painstakingly planned to make us feel
comfortable and welcomed. As if serving
us was the purpose for their hosting! From
our arrival at the Pier, reaching our tempo-
rary home at Balay Kalinungan, registering
at the Bacolod Convention Plaza Hotel, the
Bacolod members seemed to anticipate just
exactly what we needed. Believe it or not,
I even personally experienced the free-of-
charge, home service of a brother dentist
(thanks Dr. Ricky




Olais!) as early as 6 o’clock in the morning
for a dental emergency! Talking about all-
out service!

One highlight of the anniversary
was the dinner hosting of attendees by units.
(Bacolod has 12 units and each guest was
assigned to one unit). The dinner offered
Bacolod’s famous inasal chicken, garlic
fried rice, atsara and various Bacolod deli-
cacies. But it was not just the dinner that
made the night great. It was the fellowship
thereafter. With their carefully well-thought
of games, each guest member was guaran-
teed to make an instant five couple friends
and a dedicated host couple for the entire
anniversary! Our host couple, Bimsy & Tatic
Mapa made sure we were given treatment
fitted for a dignitary, driving us from our
“residence” to the hotel, doing small errands
like checking our flights and tours and mak-
ing us really feel part of their family and at
home.

The Anniversary Highlight was the
mass celebrated Saturday evening. Our Mass
celebrant, Bishop Gregorio could not hide
his admiration that he was witnessing a cel-
ebration ofa 19-year-old charismatic group,
attended by close to 1,400 members and
guests from all over the country. It feels

ST

good to be acknowledged that we are truly
part of the bigger Catholic Church and that
we in the laity are contributing to its work
of evangelization. Following
the mass was the
evening’s

program

where even our National Council
members and chapter heads (with their Men
in Black & Sister Act numbers) were will-
ing to “let loose their hair down™ to the de-
light and thrill of our members. The other
presentations were obviously well prepared.
Equipped with various talents and gifts, the
members from Maasin and Bacolod could
have been mistaken for professional artists!
Members of BCBP are, after all, joyful
Christians!

Attending the
anniversaries, espe-
cially in prov-
inces, pro-
vide

o8

you opportunities to see other parts of the
country at absolutely budget-friendly
prices. Again, the Bacolod chapter included
in the program a city tour. Touring the city
on a tourist bus, it was an opportunity to
gain more friends from other chapters. The
city tour was a joyful, educational and an
enlightening experience as we visited the
Negros Museum, the Sta. Clara Chapel
(parts of the Chapel were made of ingenu-
ous materials like seashells, capiz, stones,
sand, bamboo) and Negros Showroom.
Joining other tours, we benefited from
knowing more of our history, appreciating
our bountiful rich natural resources of our
country and appreciating the cultures and
traditions of our people.

After celebrating the anniversary
in Bacolod, we joined the Bais Dolphin
Watching Tour and were accompanied by
other brothers and sisters from Las Pinas
chapter. Our host couple from Bacolod,

Patrick and Tess Cuenca made arrange- |
. |
ments for the boat, the tour guide and meal |

provisions for the whole day. Before start-
ing off from Bacolod City for a 3-hour drive
south to Bais City, Patrick asked us to
pray for a safe trip and to include that our
. Lord allows us to see dolphins.

5 We arrived in Bais City at
9:30 a.m., promptly
boarded
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aur hoats

and sailed
off. Again,
we staried

!h boat trip with a prayer to allow us to
experience the joy of sighting dolphins..
| Qur guide said, it was a good morning, the
waters were calm and we will shortly see
dolphins afier a 30- minute sail to Tanon
Strait. With cameras in hand, we eagerly
awaited until our spotter announced dol-
phins were insight. Upon seeing dolphins,
left and right, jumping here and there, fol-
lowing our boats as if they knew what we
came for, we could not help but shout
“jump” “one more! one more!" “Thank you
Lord!" Andwe clapped our hands, stamped
our feet, and made every kind of jovful noise
to let the dolphins know we appreciated
them. It was sad our children were not there
to enjoy what we fust experienced. If we
adults had the time of our life, how much
more our kids? After watching about 20
dolphins, we anchored our boat on a white
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sand bar where we had a hearty lunch and
spent the rest of the afiernoon swimming and
snorkeling.

That afternoon we rode a van to
Dumaguete City, a one-hour drive from Bais
City. Since we had met the BCBP
Dumaguete Outreach Head back in Bacolod
during the convention, we immediately
called up Jayvee and Darling Imbo to tell
them we were in town. And true to BCBP
Sorm, our itinerary was immediately planned
the next day and we were able to see many
sights in Dumaguete City plus other nearby
cities. Before we started the trip however,
the driver of the Imbos, Boni, stopped the
car and asked any of us to lead the prayer
Jfor a safe trip. Imagine how we felt!! Boni,
the driver told us thar he had driven many
BCBP members in Dumaguete and that he
has learned from his boss, Jayvee and Dar-
ling, to always start the trip with a prayer.
Speaking about witnessing and walking your
talk!

There could have been no other
memaorable way io end the trip to Negros
but 1o experience the Zoo Paradise World
in Zamboangita City (about a 20-25 min-
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wtes drive from Dumaguete). Among the
mary wild animals we saw (Phil. deer, wild
hoars, exotic birds like the kalaw, Indian
peacock, pink pelican, Macaw parrots, for-
est owls, etc.), the almost 8-foot python was
the highlight of our adventure. For a mere
P10.00 per picture, you can have the py-
thon coil around your body for that once-
in-a lifetime experience! So with much prod-
ding, assurance and encouragement (and
bombarding heaven with prayers!), we all
did it.... Jun, Andy and Odette and me!!
Considering that there was in me a deeply
rooted fear of snakes (for human and natu-
ral reasons!), the thought that [ was able to
hold it with my bare hands, look into its eyes
while it twisted its head, make it rest over
my neck and coil around my body, was in-
deed a personal achievement! Whew! That
was truly a paradigm shifi.

So why is it worth attending a
BCEP anniversary? Jun and [ are proud to
be members of an alive, growing and a
united community. Next time around, when
yvou hear of an anniversary celebration
coming, be the first to decide to attend it!
You can never have enough of love and
caring, sharing of meaningful experiences,
and memories that will truly last yvou a
lifetime! '



ood evening, Brothers and Sisters. As we all respond to

the challenge posed by the message of President Bani-

gan, let me share with you a vision. The Date: April 29,
Year 2000. The Vision: Tens of Hundreds of Christian men and
women coming together in celebration of oneness with the Lord
and with one another. The Occasion: BCBP's 20th Anniversary.

Brothers and sisters, the Year 2000 marks the 20th Anni-
versary of the Brotherhood of Christian Businessmen and Profes-
sionals. Significantly, it is also the Year of Jubilee of the Catholic
Church.

Leviticus 25:8 + on the Year of Jubilee reads: “.. send a
man to blow a trumpet throughout the whole land. In this way, you
shall set the year apart and proclaim the Good News to all the
inhabitants of the land.”

I therefore stand before you as that man blowing the trum-
pet to signal the call of a Great Homecoming. That all together we
may celebrate our freedom, and proclaim freedom to all the lands.

The Lord has promised to gather together all - His chosen
people - His sons and daughters whose names he has engraved in
the palm of His hand.

Over the past 19 years, the Lord has been so generous to
all of us - nurturing us and allowing us to grow roots that we may
firmly be founded on Him and His great love.

The Year 2000 is a time for us to trace our beginnings, to
2o back to Metro Manila, where our roots were first anchored. And
from where our roots began to spread far and wide to the other
regions of the country,

And now, having grown roots in the Lord, the time has
come for us to grow wings. And spread them, and flap them. It is
time for us to fly: to sow the seeds in other lands, beyond Philip-
pine shores.

Many other brothers and sisters in faraway lands includ-
ing perhaps your own parents, children, brothers, relatives and
friends, long to be with the Lord too. Like us, they also desire to
discaver a new freedom. They, too, want to see God's kingdom
being established in their own marketplace. We cannot pretend not
to hear them. We must listen. We must respond.

But first, we need to strengthen one another. And ensure
that we are one in this journey. As we move on to a new millen-
nium, we look forward to a new beginning, a new challenge, and a
new response. Nothing is too difficult that we and the Lord to-
gether cannot handle. With Him, nothing is impossible.

Year 2000, Brothers and Sisters, is a year of Jubilee, of
great feasting, of great celebration; a year to truly honor and ac-
claim the Sovereign and Majestic Lord; a year to make an even

19th Anniversary

NNIVERSARY

"the Great Homecoming"
"the Year of Jubileg"
"BCBP Goes Global"

bigger difference as
we respond to God’s
call.

During our
19th Anniversary
prayer assembly, it
has been prophesied:
“Love me and | will
give you nations.”
The opening phrase
of In. 17:21 gave us
the theme for our
19th Anniversary:
“That we may all be
one.” If we take our
bible and read on to
the end of that same
passage, we will see
that it ends with the
words: “That the
world may believe that

"It's all set. The date: April 29 year 2000,
the BCBP's 20th Anniversary. " - Rey Feria

Thou has sent me.”

Brothers and sisters, God’s call reverberates! The man-
date is loud and clear! Like the lyrics in the song with which we
ended our 19th Anniversary mass: ““We’ve got the marching or-
ders. The harvest is ripening. We must rise up and go forth!"

The year 2000 is a year to witness to the Lord’s goodness
by making real a dream of a global community, just as we belong
to a Church that is Universal.
ranks, to join hands, to be truly one as we launch a new milestone
at the turn of the century with the battlecry: BCBP GOES GLO-
BAL!

Brothers and Sisters: The BCBP Metro Manila Chapters,
(together with all the members with us onstage, National Council
members, Chapter Heads from Bacolod, and other chapters in
Visayas and Mindanao) extend a warm invitation to all of vou.
Metro Manila beckons. Your Brothers and Sisters eagerly look
forward to welcome you to a full three days of feasting, worship
and fellowship. Celebrate 20 in 2000 in Manila!

The Date: April 28, 29 and 30, Year 2000. Mark these
numbers in your calendars now!

Come home - this time to Manila. And let us all soar
together! We will be expecting all of you!

May I now invite everyone to join the Music Ministry in
singing the Jubilee song: Awake O Israel!

It is the time for us all to close |

Discretion in speech is more than eloquence. -Bacon CECAPATIRAN ws srv v 13
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uch will be said for years to come regarding
the recently concluded 19th national anniver-
sary in Bacolod. But none, | believe will tip the
scale towards the minus factor.

Many of us have witnessed the "effects” of
the celebration: the preparedness of the
organizers, the smooth flow of activities, the tours, the
food, the “guardian angels”, the warm reception, the

'smiles, the presentations in the program, mini-sharings in
nthe assembly, the main sharing in the breakfast, the
|p:~_.rag,ra barquillos, lechon, the centennial shell, t-shirts,
'souvenirs, and many, many more. These are the “effects”
|0f long, serious and spirit-led preparation.

From my vantage point, I'd like to share with you
some of the “inside information” which | believe were vital
“causes” of these effects.

First of all, | honestly believe that the Bacolod

| people started on the right foot when they began their
 preparations by calling everyone to a nine-week novena of
‘prayers, Right then and there they gave honor and praise
to Whom we dedicate this activity and why we are all
‘celebrating - our Lord Jesus Christ, and as Art Legarde
said. to "Abba, Papa, God the Father Himself'. Pray, and
pray unceasingly, that was their call. They moved on to
hold yet another 9-day novena just weeks before the event,
they organized an intercessory prayer group to pray
exclusively for the anniversary, and finally had a healing
prayer session. With prayer as their foundation, everything
'seemed to fall in the right places. It led them to choose the
(right persons to handle specific and some sensitive func-
tions, starting with Sar Regino, the overall chairperson of
the activity. It allowed them to come up with ideas to make
the celebration more exciting and meaningful, and come up
\with effective solutions to problems that cropped up.

Secondly, they've used one of the most effective
tools in promoting the anniversary, the medium of print
communications. Perhaps unknown to many, the promo-
tions committee headed by Karina Jugo, adopted the
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The Bacolod "Dynamic Duo", working as one.

technique of a sustained and almost endless train of
promotional materials sent to all chapters - en masse or
individually. | for one must have received a bunch of promo
materials enough to match my one-year national council
minutes file. There was so many that at some point |
thought that they were over-killing it. | was wrong. When
Sar asked me for all, but all the directories of all chapter and
outreach heads including the national council members, |
thought that was just that, But it seems they sent these
communications to as many heads as possible directly,
while at the same time they also sent me copies of the
same to be sent “to whom it may concern” from my end at
the BCBP Center. It's "double jeopardy” you might say. But
it proved its point when there were 1,000 pre-registrants
and a couple of hundred more added during the event itself.
The telephone medium as well as the E-mail communica-

tions was also actively employed.




c°"se & e,fect Thirdly, they walked their

talk. Art Legarde and Nene
Gamboa together with the rest of the top honchos of the
anniversary celebration, and the whole of Bacolod North
and South lived out the theme that they had chosen. “That
we may all be one” was literally manifested by every
“Bacolodian” (if you permit met to use the term). They were
one in purpose and spirit - all geared up to please all the
guests. They were just simply iike a well-oiled machine,
each one doing his/her particular chore. They seemed to
have made a sworn statement that they will be the first ones
to act as one, for the rest of us to see and to emulate. And
they did their part well.

From the airport | went to the Convention Plaza
where | was asked to attend the committee meeting which
was going on at the time. As | sat listening to their discus-
sions, | was amazed at how they dissected each facet of
the program and proceedings to the last detail. They were
discussing things that in ordinary circumstances would
seem so trivial. For example, Rey Garcia, the emcee,
commented. “After | have asked everybody to remain
standing for the grace after meal, who is going to bring the
microphone to the Bishop? Will the Bishop go to the mike
or, does the mike go to the Bishop?" Deliberating on the
possible overflow of guests, they came up with the idea of
collapsing the side tables after the dinner so that those who
were at the foyer outside the ballroom
could come in for the program.
Simple, brilliant and executed
precisely. During the meeting it
seemed that perfection was the
order of the day. And amidst all
these discussions Art talked to
me on the side and commented
that “No matter how hard we try
to make it perfect, there will still
be some flaws. The Lord will see
to that so that we won't
forget Him, there has to
be room for the Lord in
all these things.” Art was definitely right, this, after all, was
the Lord’s show.

My personal experience was one that could qualify
as a featured documentary for Discovery Channel. My
hosts, or should | say, guardian angels, Eduardo and
Amanda Taruc were literally on my tail most of the time.
From the moment | stepped into the arrival area | was at
‘their mercy.” Ed and Amanda stuck with me throughout the
whole weekend, When | told them that they could just drop
me off at the Convention Plaza and let me do my thing,
Amanda jokingly remarked, “ We cannot leave you, other-
wise Art will get mad at us.” That's how committed and
obedient they were.

In particular, | was emotionally touched when | had
a taste of the Bacolod brand of hospitality and care when on
Friday night | had a migraine attack. The headache was so
severe that | could hardly move, if | did, | felt as if my head
was splitting and falling off my neck. | felt helpless until |
remembered to call the medical emergency numbers

"... there has to be room for
the Lord in all these things."

F ik TV
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The core group discussing matters to the last detail.

printed at the back of the ID card issued to me. Sometimes
we ignore these as | have done in many occasions. But
this time, | saw its value. and | can say that who ever
suggested that idea has me as an actual beneficiary of the
thought and intention behind it.

A few minutes after | called, a Bacolod brother (I
found out later that he was Paul) came to my room with the
house nurse. She could only do so much for the pain and
suggested that a physician prescribe a stronger medicine.
Later Dr. Bonnie Avelino came and gave me some tablets
to take. Ed and Amanda, while attending to their other
assignments also saw to it that I'd be taken care of. They
arranged for my food that night inside my room. And they,
together with the anniversary secretariat appeared to have '
organized a “medical team"” headed by Dr. Bonnie to attend |
to me. The house nurse checked on my condition a couple ‘
of times during the night. Ating Jochico called me twice or
so to wish me well and assured me that the secretariat was
praying over me from wherever they were at the time. And
of course Ed and Amanda checked how | was feeling.
Simply heartwarming.

The 19th National Anniversary Celebration was
well organized, and my personal congratulations and '
gratitude go to all “Bacolodians.” One comment | heard 5
was that this celebration may be hard to duplicate. Person- |
ally, I'd say yes and no to that comment. BCBP Bacolods |
did their best and the result was fantastic. But we are not |
here to outdo one another. I'm sure that Bacolod had one |
thing in mind: to make this celebration the best they could - |
all for the glory and honor of God. In the same breath I'd |
say that all of us, too have this same intention. 1'

Rey Feria together with his Las Pinas BCBPers ]
came prepared with what they intend to offer to the BCBP |
Country and more specifically to the Lord for the next '
anniversary in the year 2000. They may not equal or
duplicate the 19th point for point, but | am certain that if it's
intended and offered for the Lord, the 20th will just be as
great. And perhaps just as Bacolod did, and to address the
mandate of 19th anniversary theme, let's all together as
one pray for Rey and his chapter so that we can together
enjoy the next anniversary - a yearly celebration of God’s
victory through the BCBP!
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cullune, mittion and spinit: the BCRP Spiril
W join the entine BOBP countuy in celebral-
ing cun f&ﬁw@m:g_ Congratulalions lo
our hodd for @ jol well done. GOD RLESS,

On this 19" Anniversary, let’s look at the past
with pride knowing that we served God well
despite the odds, and let’s look at the future with
hope in the midst of uncertainty and change for a
better and stronger BCBP, united in purpose,
acting as one body under Christ. Congratulations
to BCBP-Bacolod for a job well done.

\/ Truly the Lord has been gracious
to us all these years as He unfolds
to us His desire for His people to

ot goun brolthers and tisters inthe | live by His promise - TO LIVE IN

cool mocnlaind in ,g,c;?gw@_ FAITH CONFIDENT OF THE FU-

Greetings from TURE AND OPEN TO GOD'S RE-
BCBP PARANAQUE! NEWING GUIDANCE IN THE

PRESENT. "If my people which are
called by my name shall humble
themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked
ways, then will | hear from heaven
and forgive them their sin and heal
theirfand” (2 Chron 7:14). May our
Lord Jesus Christ continue to walk
with us, and may we live with the
conviction of St. Paul saying “For
me to live is Christ.”

ROLLIE ONA,
Director for Visayas

Anniversaries
are always an exciting
time for it gives us an opportunity to look
back to the growing pains and successes
each of us have undergone since we joined the
Brotherhood. To reminisce and reflect of the past
is enjoyable but we should focus more on what is
ahead of us. The future invites us to greater excel-
lence to the mission we have accepted to under-
take. We congratulate every Brother and
Sister nationwide for the continued
success of these
endeavors.

©

FERNANDO DE
LARRAZABAL
Director, Luzon/
Palawan

We all might as well be one. One faith, one family, one
community, one nation under one God. One big hug
and one big kiss to everyonell! -

WE IO OUR BROTHERS fiND SISIERS I CELEBRATING GOD'S GIfT
OF COMMUNITY WHICH WE HAVE BEET BLESSED WITH THESE PAST 19
TEARS. ALl OUR BAP, BAR'S, ACTION GROUPS ANID ASSEMBLIES,
DREAKFASIS AND WNCHECNS, D EACH AND EVERT BROTHER AND
SISTER - THESE HAVE ALL WOVEN THEMSELVES IMO A WOTDERFUL
TAPESTRY THAT WE HUMBLY LAY AT THE FEET OF OUR KIna! LET US
RECOMMIT QURSELVES 1O THE LORD filD TO ONE ANOTHER fiS WE
FACE R MEW MILLETIUM ALLED WITH OPPORTUNMIES TO LOVE, SERVE
fiND GLORIFY HIM. - ACB2 GRffimiLs

/T,;re whole Brotherhood community
BCBP lloilo is coming together once again to
celebrate the Lord’s goodness.
The Alabang chapter shares the joy of
BEP Christ witlh everyone and all of us are
Victorias praying that the Lord will pour
forth His blessings on our community
Jor all times.

On our 19" anniversary, may God grant us wisdom,
strength and unity that we may continue winning
the marketoplace for Christ.

BCBP Alabang




19th Anniversary

A LOVING AND LLIRRM LUELCOME
FROM THE BCERP BRCOLOD-50UTH

With about eight thousand members in more
than 45 breakfast locations nationwide, we
cannot avoid fiaving differences in practices and
diversity in culture and talents. Iba ang pagkanta
ng mga llonggo o Levteno kavsa taga Mindanao.
This diversity however should not divide us but
rather be harnessed to enable us to compliment
one another and even have fun in service. One of
the worst evils that can overfake the BCBP is
disunity so we must make our Lord'’s praver our
own - ‘that we mav be one”.

Sadi Saguisag,
Director for Mindanao
[ — g

“Thal we may all be one."” From my vantagepoint, this
may seem hard o achieve considering the diversities of

(We are happy
to be here with all

our chapters/outreaches nationwide. But again, this is gf Cymg_.‘w OB e BCBP
one of the greatest miracles that the BCBP has received i
from God - that despite our differences in dialects, ings, pedce and Dagupan

preference, cultures, elc., the 22 chapters and 26
outreaches are indeed united and one in serving the
Lord. My best wishes 1o all in this 19" year of our
Brotherhood. - Sammy Uianday, Secretary General
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oneness lo alll

We are God's children. Let us love
one another as one big family.

Tuguegarao

Calamba
Outreach

If we are all to be one,
let us have ONE prayer, ONE music, ONE
beat for our songs, ONE script for our talks, ONE
Jormat for our functions because this is the only way to
express that we have ONE faith, ONE God and ONE
culture. THAT ALL MAY BE ONE. That's
the only way to live by our theme.
Praise God for ONE BCBP.

Las Pifas

Dumaguete
Outreach

Praise God for BCBP Bacolod er
asit ushers the whole BCBP into the 20™ Century.
M ay this A nniversary Celebration lead us
all to look back into the Lord's blessings upon
all of usover the past 19 years And may it
give us a renewed vigor and commitment to hold
high the banners of love as we continue to establish
God's kingdom amidst the new millenium’s uncer-
tainties and challenges in the marketplace.

Let usall hold firm to our faith, and with Christ as
our commander-in-chief, we shall overcome
...and we shall triumph.

An error gracefully acknowledged is a victory won. - AP AT IRAN v e 1T

l| “Heal the sick and raise the dead!” (Mt. 10:8) This
i beautiful phrase of Jesus was not meant only for a few
| things... He meant it for every Christian of today. In
this joyous season of the risen Lord, we also are
thrilled to greet the BCBP on its 19" year - for
touching the lives of many Christians and helping
them rise to a new life with the Lord.
Happy Anniversary from the Tacloban Outreach!




19th Anniversary.
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That we may all be one” is a very apt theme
as we celebrate the Year of God the Father.
As we pray and strive for greater unity in
our community, we can take great
inspiration and encouragement from the
thought that we are simply following our
Father’s will that all His children be

gathered and united with Him in
Jesus Christ.

As we celebrate our 19th Anniversary let us
respond to St. Peter's prayer in ACTS 4:29-30: “Lord,
take note of (the threats of the enemy) and enable your
servants to speak your words in boldness as You stretch
forth your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are done
through the name of your holy servant Jesus,”

Let us move forward as ONE into the
marketplace in the expectant faith that hearts will be
shaken by the Holy Spirit as we bear witness to the
Lord's goodness.

BCBP
Manila Outreach

OB R Lnder the
banner of the KING OF

| s o e
KINGS, e shall comguer Congratula-
erery workplice, every office tions and
@ - BCBP Makati & Cavite every boardroom, "BCBP best wishes
every have of the CeBY on our 19th
| A< we industry, every place Anniversary!
continve to grow, in his market for let us use
| | cannot help but be amazed iy Kingdom this celebro-
| at the di#ﬁr’éfﬁi of our baolcground;, ’ tion to get to
disciplines, and rezional cvltwres, But know more
owr 500:1 Lord hag kept vg ‘!‘ogg'fhﬁr brothers and
through all these 19 years. That indeed sisters so
. i< a 51‘53{' H&t;t;?ngl [ pray that we all that we can
continve to cling. on the valves that keep truly be one
'\ v wnited - auryg;v‘a for Him, owr love for Tk T
' : agbilaran
|\ each other and ovwr common commitment o
pler

1o k:s-c-P Hi¢ work in the markd‘f:]ac.&
May Giod keep all of us under
the Pro‘h.aﬁon of Hig

mighty wihgg!!! -

I e T

we condially greet all members throughout the country
on the occasion of our 19th anmniversary. 1v's been 19
i vears of enthusiastic dedication to make Christ the center
and #1 concern of our pevsonal and family [ife, and to
f)ring Him and His Christian values to the mmﬁetpfﬂce
in creating a society of God-fearing and righteous men
and wowen for the joyous and peaceful co-existence of
mankind and His greater glovy. Our warwmest greetings
and congratulations to alll - BCBP Davao Chapter

Manolet S b],’,l

iojo,
Pirector Tea ing_q‘—
T?a'ming_
BCBP DIPOLOG @ \

YOUNG OUTREACH AS WE ARE, WE WANT TO BE ONE WITH ALL OUR THOUGHTS, PRAYERS,
DEEDS AND PLANS WITH THE BCBP FAMILY. WE PRAY THAT WE SHALL HAVE WINGS LIKE
YOURS SO WE CAN IN GOD’S TIME SOAR AND FLY LIKE THE BCBP EAGLES! THAT ALL MAY
BE ONE,

i |

18 Ceenpariean s s un A friend is one who dislikes the same people that you dislike.
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BLESSING & GLORY TO GOD'S BCBP FAMILY!
MAY THE SURELY SUCCESSFUL
19TH ANNIVERSARY BRING US CLOSER TO

San Fernando

JESUS, TO ONE ANOTHER, Pampanga
AND TO ALL HE SENDS US TO. Outreach

v Wk joy and graTi-

@ Tude we join The
BCBP NdTional

RONNIE CABALLERO, KAPATIRAN BCBP - Cagayan ey s g
MANAGING EDITOR BCBP - Butuan Coraruntly nThank

BCBP - Bukidnon | 5 The Lord Cor The
Blessings i The pasT
A vears, May God
keep us al wn Vs

love. and care.,

- k- V

Leﬁazpk
C.TT\/

Glory to God the Father! As one
body of Christ, let us accept His
challenge to “Put our boats together
in deep water and lower our nets for
a catch’. (Luke 5:4)
Congratulations and

Happy Anniversary!

Congratulations to BCBP
Bacolod . May this giorious
celebration bind us all in the
spirit of love and brotherhood
as we spread God’s word in
the marketplace.

Fand in hand we celebrate and
rejoice the BCBPs 19 years of
Oneness in fai th, love and service

- Happy Anniversary to Al

Sttt ie 1 e A0
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NATIONAL DIRECTORY

BCBP National Office

P. O. Box 9236, MCS Mailing Center, 1299,
Makati City

Rm. 31 P & L Condominium, 5598 SSH cor.
Arellano Street, Palanan, Makati City 1200
Tel. (02) 804-8611to 12 Loc. 216

Fax. (02) 551-1973

¢-mail: bebp-nc@i-manila.com.ph

MANNY BANIGAN, National President
Suite 213, 2/F Comfoods Building
Pasong Tamo cor. Gil Puyat Avenue
Makati City 1200

Off. (02) 892-3760 Fax. (02) 813-1709
Res. (02) 801-6051

e-mail: december@pworld.net.ph

LARRY DE LARRAZABAL, Director for
Luzon Council

Unit C, Apt-222 Alexandra Condominium
29 Meralco Avenue, Pasig City 1602

Res. (02) 633-6215/(02) 633-4891

ROLLY ONA, Director for Visayas Council
1147 Antipolo Street, Rizal Village

Makati City 1200

Res/off. (02) 897-6207/08 Fax. (02) 897-6421

SADI SAGUISAG, Director for Mindanao
Council

C/O BCBP National Office

Off. (02) 878-6819 Fax. (02) 878-6801
Mla.Res. (02) 823-5309

Cebu (032) 253-9183

| E-mail: I[saguisag@ford.com

BOBBY LAVINA, National Treasurer
7/F Phinma Bldg. 166 Salcedo Street
Legaspi Village, Makati City 1200

Off. (02) 810-9526 (02) 818-820

Fax. (02) 817-98074

Res. (02) 426-5328

E-mail: rml@phinma.com.ph

LOUIE MORALES, Director: Evangeliza-
tion & Guilds

Image Dimension, Inc.

8/F One Corporate Plaza, 845 Pasay Road
Legaspi Village, Makati City 1200

Off. (02) 812-8627(02) 812-6469

Fax. (02) 813-0692

Res. (02) 842-1881

E-mail: image@pacific.net.ph
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*** Please submit updates to BCBP Center ***

MANOLET S10JO, Director, Teaching &
Training

C/O BCBP National Office

Res. (02) 932-9363

E-mail: manos@ji-manila.com.ph

ED LISING, Vis/Min Outreach Coordinator
San Carlos Heights, Quiot, Pardo

Cebu City 6000

OIT. (032) 231-1666 Fax.: (032) 231-1667
Res. (032) 273-1812

REV. HERBERT SCHNEIDER, SJ.
Spiritual Director

Loyola School of Theology, Loyola House of
Studies, Atenco de Manila University,
Katipunan Ave. Loyola Heights,

Quezon City 1108

Off: (02) 426-5966 Fax. (02) 426-5967

Res. (02) 426-6430 to 35

E-mail: herb@pusit.admu.edu.ph

SAMMY ULANDAY, Administrative Mgr.
C/0O BCBP National Office

OfT. (02) 804-0611 to 12 loc. 216

Fax: (02) 551-1973

E-mail: bebp-ne@i-manila.com.ph

RONNIE CABALLERO, Managing Editor,
Kapatiran

Altamar International Shipping Co., Inc.

3/F Suites 311-313 Legaspi Towers

300 Roxas Blvd. Cor. Pablo Ocampo, Sr.
Malate, Manila 1000

Off. (02) 523-8105 to 08 Fax. (02) 522-0229
Res. (02) 805-7089

E-mail: altamar@info.com.ph

LUZON CHAPTERS

ALABANG: Bobby Atendido

Asian Alliance Investment Corp. 22/F
The Peak, 107 Alfaro St., Salcedo Village,
Makati1200

Off. (02) 848-2951 Fax. (02) 848-2954
Res. (02) 842-5420/(02) 802-2731

E-mail: raal21@evoserve.com

DAGUPAN: Ted Siapno

1751 Siapno St., Malueb, Dagupan city 2400
Off. (075) 523-1111Fax. (075) 522-0707
Res. (075) 522-0707

GREENHILLS: Eddie Mendoza
PHINMA, 2/F Kalayaan Bldg., 164 Salcedo
St., Legaspi Village, Makati City 1200
Off. (02) 818-2595Fax. (02) 815-1353

Res. (02) 721-8882
E-mail:edmndza@pworld.net.p

LAS PINAS, Rey Feria

9/F Planter’s Development Bank Bldg.
314 Gil Puyat Ave. Ext., Makati City 1200
Off. (02) 812-1091 to 97 loc, 2315

Res. (02) 800-9126

Fax. (02) 800-9691

E-mail: reyferia@csi.com.ph

LEGASPI: Maning Lorenzo

163 Marquez St,, Tula-tula, Legaspi City 4500
Off. (052) 481-2384

Fax. (052) 481-2384

Res. (052) 481-2413

MAKATI: Nelson Salvador

NS Salvador Marble & Construction Corp.
22 Oakville St., White Plains.Quezon City
Off: (02) 912-6793/94

Res. (02) 912-6797; (02) 913-7237
E-mail: salvador@wtouch.net

PARANAQUE: Rene Cortez

Block 3-Lot 15 VAA Homes, Moscow Street,
B.F. International, Las Piftas City

Off. (02) 823-6311/823-2533

Fax. (02) 820-4862

Res. (02) 820-9078/820-9087

PUERTO PRINCESA: Edwin Tan
Romtan Bldg. Valencia St., cor. Rizal
Ave.,Puerto Princesa City, Palawan 5300
OfT. (048) 433-4567 Fax. (048)433-4568
Res. (048) 433-2832

E-mail: tango@pal-onl.com

QUEZON CITY: Roy Calleja

Solar Resources, Rm. 2202 ¢/d

22/F Phil. Stock Exchange East Tower
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 1601

Off. (02) 635-7328 Fax. (02) 634-6846
Res. (02) 436-3637/(02) 931-2690
E-mail: taborbase@vasia.com

RIZAL: Max Joaquin

Pioneer Allianz Life Assurance Corp., Pioneer
House, 108 Paseo de Roxas, Makati 1200
Off. (02) 812-7777

Res./Fax (02) 645-0970

TUGUEGARAO: Diddi Perez
Arellano Street, Tuguegarao, Cagayan 3500
E-mail: dperez@cag.pworld.net.ph

LUZON OUTREACHES

BAGUIO: Lito Acosta

Strangeluck Dry Goods, Stall 3051

3/F Maharlika Bldg.. Baguio City 2600
Res. (074) 445-3454




CALAMBA: Angel Sabas

Coca-Cola Bottling Co., Sta. Rosa Plant 11
Sta. Rosa, Laguna 4026

Off. (02) 840-6695 Fax. (02) 840-6816
Res. (049) 549-7759

E-mail: angels@laguna.net

CAVITE CITY: Cayetano Belostrino
Barzaga Compound, Dasmarinas, Cavite 4100
Res. (045) 415-4450

LIPA: c/o Rey Feria, Las Piias Chapter Head

LUCENA: c/o Max Joaquin, Rizal Chapter
Head

MANILA: Jun Catan

2459 Arellano Ave., Malate, Manila 1004
Off. (02) 525-0434 Fax. (02) 521-5645
Res (02) 524-2293

E-mail: mapecon@ji-manila.com.ph

SAN FERNANDO: Danny Lazo
10 Pelayo Street, F.F. Homes, Quezon City
Off/Res. (02) 931-3991

VISAYAS CHAPTERS

BACOLOD NORTH: Nene Gamboa
Rosendo Lacson St., Talisay City,
Negos Occidental 6115

BCBP Off. (034) 434-5471

Res. (034) 495-3648

BACOLOD SOUTH: Art Legarde
Fortuna Subd. Silay City, Neg. Occ. 6116
BCBP Off. (034) 434-5471

Res. (034) 495-1856

Off. (034) 495-1857

E-mail: lll@mozcom.com

CEBU: Larry Veloso

Velore Mining Corp. A. Fortuna St., cor Sacris
Ext.. Mandaue City, Cebu 6014

Off. (032) 346-5597 Fax. (032) 346-5597
BCBP off. (032) 233-1135

Res. (032) 344-1171

ILOILO: Jimmy Ascalon

68 Commission Civil St., Jaro, Iloilo City 5000
Offfres. (033)329-4475

Fax. (033) 329-4754

E-mail: diasca@easycom.net

MAASIN: Rey Tan

Jahnel’s Pharmacy, Abgao
Maasin. Southern Leyte 6600
Off. (053) 327-8341

Res. (053) 327-8227

MACTAN: Casi Nadela

Breeders Agrivet Supplies,D3 1-King Ware-
house Complex, M. Sanchez Street,
Mandaue City, Cebu 6014

Off. (032) 346-7823 Fax. (032) 346-4899
Res. (032) 231-5405
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*** Please submit updates to BCBP Center ***

ORMOC: Mayong Rodriguez
Carlota Hills, Ormoc City 6541
Off. (053) 255-3194

Fax. (053) 561-1702

Res. (053) 255-2342

E-mail: maica@ormocnet.net.ph

TAGBILARAN: Albert Uy

Bohol People’s Lumber Corp.

M. Parras St., Tagbilaran City 6300

Off (038) 411-3052 Fax. (038) 411-4833
Res. (038) 441-5819

VISAYAS OUTREACHES

ANTIQUE: Ed Fernandez
Clo Jimmy Ascalon - lloile Chapter Head

BAYBAY: Amy Borneo

Sangguniang Bayan, Baybay. Leyte 6521
Off. (053) 563-9736/335-2044

Fax: (053) 563-9888

Res. (053) 563-9927

E-mail: amy@globalink.net.ph

DUMAGUETE: Jayvee Imbo

48 Legaspi St., Dumaguete City 6200
Off/Res. (035) 225-4558/422-6020
Fax. (035)225-4558

E-mail: jaydar@eudoramail.com

KABANKALAN: c/o Tony Garcia,
Bacolod South Mission Director

4963 Liroville Subd., Taculing,

Bacolod City 6100

Off. (034) 433-2553 Fax. (034) 434-5213
Res. (034) 435-2310

ROXAS CITY: Rene del Rosario

San Jose Street, Roxas City 5800

OIfT. (036) 621-1089/621-2380/621-1828
Res. (036) 621-0837

TACLOBAN: Boy Franco
Solidbank -109 Rizal Avenue
Tacloban City, Leyte 6500
Off. (053) 325-5024/321-2188
Fax. (053)-325-5024

TUBIGON: Dr. Dong Bolotaolo

St. Joseph’s Clinic, Tubigon Centro,
Tubigon, Bohol 6329

OIT. (038) 237-2257

Res. (038) 237-2259 Cell: (0912) 501-3275

VISAYAS BEPs

SILAY: Nicky Ledesma
33 Eusebio St., Silay City, Neg. Occ. 6116
Off. (034) 495-2396
Res. (034) 495-3257
E-mail: mclcd@marapm babysky.net. ph

VICTORIAS: Arnel Amparo

N.C. Capay Rd., VICMICO, Victorias City.
Negros Occidental 6119

Off. 109 operator assist to VMC-Switchboard
loc. 2576 Fax. (034) 399-3389

Res. (same) loc. 2482

MINDANAO CHAPTERS

CAGAYAN DE ORO: Joe Coruna
Alcohomes Subd.. Cagayan de Oro City 9000
Off. (08822) 728-599 Fax. (08822) 722-832
722-145/725-210/722-472

Res. (08822) 722-832

ILIGAN: Bobby Borromeo

BCBP Office, 2/F Casa Luz Burgos cor.
Aguinaldo Streets, Iligan City 9200
Off. (063) 221-3404/221-3967

Fax. (063) 221-3404

Res. (063) 221-7251/516-631

DAVAO: Tony Garcia

Arcal Development, Inc. V. Guzman St. Cor
3" Ave.. Sta. Ana, Davao City 8000

Off. (082) 224-1104 Fax. (082) 224-1104
Res. 9082) 227-8797/226-3387

MINDANAQ OUTREACHES

BUKIDNON: Judge Nonoy Barroso
Impalambong, Malaybalay City,
Bukidnon 8700

Off. (088) 221-2540

Res. (088) 221-2170

BUTUAN: Ozkee Olib

149 Jose C. Aquino Ave., Butuan City 8600
Off (085) 225-3211 Fax. (085) 342-8164
342-8168/815-2128

Res. (085) 815-2169/225-2058

E-mail: olibanum@mozcom.com

DIPOLOG: c/o Jayvee Imbo, Dumaguete
Outreach Head

42 Legaspi Street, Dumaguete City 6200
Off. /Res. (035) 225-4558/422-6020

Fax. (035) 225-4558

OZAMIS: ¢/o Bobby Borromeo, /ligan
Chapter Head

BCBP Office, 2/F Casa Luz Burgos cor
Aguinaldo Streets, Iligan City 9200

Off (063) 221-3404/221-3967

Fax. (063) 221-3404

Res. (063 ) 221-7251/516-631

TAGUM: c/o Wally Tapia, Davao Mission
Director

57-1 C.M. Recto St., Davao City 8000

Off. (082) 227-2316 Fax. (082) 297-2161
Res. (082) 226-2322/297-0694
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ere we were — aft the source, the under-
ground spring that gives birth to a river
and several lakes high in the mountains
between Bais and Bacolod, between
‘Neg. Oriental and Neg. Occidental. At the
foot of a rocky wooded hill a concrete basin
tried to contain the fresh, clear and abun-

dant river of water that burst out of
the depths of the volcanic moun-
tain. The force of the basin’s over-
flow was so strong that we found it
almost impossible to sit under it
and still breathe.

Small children frolicked in the
sparkling water, farm women gathered
‘along the banks to do their laundry
and exchange family happenings,
dragonflies darted over the water,
butterflies hovered among the mossy
rocks and grasses along the banks of
the river. Downstream framed by a
patch of rose- colored lotus blossoms

gy

a contented carabao lolled in the
flowing water enjoying a cool respite
from work. The warm summer air
was redolent with the freshness of
mint, wild flowers, grass, sweet
mountain water, shady trees and
sunlight.

The evening before as we
began our focusing retreat in the week
preceeding the BCBP's 18th anniver-
sary, our only instructions for the
three days were to open ourselves to
experiencing God and His love in
Creation and to enjoy His presence in
our mountain surroundings.

22 CHEAoATIRAN uas.. 197 19%

the Father:

Source of all

Nancy Catan, Manila Outreach

As | bathed in the refreshing

water | felt connected and intimately

o &see - enveloped in

%, God's love and
W grace. His love
caressed me in
= the flowing water;

#4 His beauty
™ delighted my eyes
___ inthe dragonflies
(4 and butterflies, in
« the sun and
- shade, in the
smiles of the
% children and the
- laughter of the
~: women doing their
washing. |am
loved. So, too,
must | love others.

Love is the beginning and the

end of the way that leads to God. As
Scripture proclaims, God is love: it is
the Father who eternally generates his
Son in the bond of personal love that is
the Holy Spirit (God, the Father of
Mercy, Official Catechetical Text).
This divine love, a central mystery of
Christianity, intends to be communi-
cated to our hearts and to animate us.
It is this divine love that is the power
that gives the Church its life and
structure. As St. Paul aptly empha-
sizes in 1 Cor. 13, nothing that we do

or are is worth anything without the
abiding presence of Love in our
hearts. When all is said and done,
faith and hope are contained in love.

The Christian life has no other
meaning and aim than love. If our faith
is true and deep-rooted in the Truth, if
the love we profess is authentic, it
ought to transform the world and the
persons who inhabit it — beginning
with ourselves. Faith is empty, and
hope vain, unless we experience the
personal love of God in Jesus Christ
and the Church.

In today's culture it is some-
times difficult to talk about love be-
cause each sector and segment of
society has its own definition of “love”.
We have to admit that even with
everyone seeking to define “love”,
“love” is still the greatest of all myster-
ies. Everyone wishes to be loved and
to know that there is @ meaning in his
or her life. Even in the worst scenario:
love must have been proclaimed —
and somehow defined — by its ab-
sence. This was the thrust of my
focusing retreat, to simply refocus
myself on the salvific love of God
through the wonder of His creation.

To me, in the full sense, love
implies a sharing in the very life of
God. God loves us so much that He
creates and renews a world of wonder

It is easier to forgive an enemy than a friend.



el iy P WS N e

around us. The psalmist sings that His
mercies (and love) are renewed every
morning. Thus if love is the beginning
and end of all of the ways of the Lord,
love ought to be the beginning and end
of our life’s journey as well.

The Catechetical Text on God
the Father says that “in becoming a
human being, God joined the lot of the
human being to his own, granting to
that being a share in the endless divine
life. From that moment forward, on
earth as in heaven, no one can love
God without loving the human being
who is the divine image, nor love the
human being without loving God.” St.
John explains this simply and clearly in
his wonderful teaching on love in 1
John 4:7-21.

On the third day of our retreat
we were directed to focus on the
healing power of Transforming Love
and Sharing Love as we savored the
manifestations of God's presence and
love in our life. The focus question
was: What is the impact of God's love
as seen in Creation in your life and,
through you, in the lives of those
around you?

| sat down at the side of the
lake and reflected. Is my love of
myself and for those around me an
over-flowing love? A life-enhancing

love? A nourishing
love? An ever-
present love ...
abundantly given
from my heart ...
regardless of
whether my expecta-
tions/desires from
them are met? Do |
love unconditionally?
Do | focus on the natural
and unique beauty and
goodness in others; do |
accept them as they are, children
of the One God, Who is their Father
and my Father? Is my love a trans-
forming love? A sharing love? A
renewing love? In the process of
reflection | felt hurt and sad at the
opportunities to give love that | have
by-passed and at the occasions to
receive love that | have ignored or
rejected. | realized that the conditions
for love | had unknowingly constructed
around me had defined the limits of my
loving others and my ability to gra-
ciously accept love from others.

God reached out to me
through His 1 iR
creation, Yorasd
through the
source of the
water of the
river and the
lakes to show
me and let me
feel the healing
grace and
availability of
His love. Water
from the heart
of the mountain
flowed so
abundantly, so
unconditionally
and gave so
much life to
everything it
came into
contact with,

N

God is the Source. 41is love is the
powerful stream of [iVing water
that supports all life ... always new and

reneu/mg.

life-giving and abundant.

transforming dry arid land into fertile,
crop-bearing, life-nourishing land.
And God, Who is Love, is like this
water from the mountain's depths.

God is the Source. His love is
the powerful stream of living water
that supports all life ... always new
and renewing, life-giving and abun-
dant. It is eternally there for us to
find and be refreshed. It is overflow-
ing and comes from the depths of
the Father-Heart of God. We can find
ourselves enjoying its refreshing
waters, or we can just sit on the bank
of the river afraid to get wet. Itis our
choice.

In this Year of God the
Father, we need to immerse our-
selves and bathe in God's love. We
need to nourish ourselves in the
Source of All Love. His love must
transform us and grow in us, through
us and with us so that we, in turn, can
share this love with others. Is my love
sufficient for this great task of loving
and sharing? Yes, itis ... as long as
my love flows from the Source of All
Love, from God the Father.

Mo
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| Regular Columns were deferred to give way to this special
Anniversary Issue. They'll be back in the succeeding issues.
Meanwhile we put in as many anniversary pictures here as
possible. Do you see yourself in any of them?
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The present is pregnant with the future. -Leibnitz
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Give your business
a new face.

Is your business running your lifel
1 Then it's probably time to take a new perspective.
¢ Give your business a new focus. A new face.

The face of Peace. The face of Love.

Let Jesus Christ be your business partner and

you ‘ll know your business is in good Hands.

After all, you are His business.
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