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EDITOR'S NOTE: 
This issue focuses on our 31st National Anniversary 

Celebration, NAC 31, held last May 6 and 7 in the gentle and 
exciting city of Dumaguete, Negros Oriental.  For even more 
pictures and videos of the vibrant two-day celebration, please 
check out the BCBP Portal www.bcbp-phil.com Gallery.  

Fr. Herb Schneider in an interview talks about the BCBP 
leader even as the new members of the BCBP Board of 
Trustees prepare for their 2012-2014 term.  We also urge you 
to read about Church-Business Partnerships for insights on 
how we BCBPers can make a difference in the marketplace.  

Enjoy these and the other interesting and inspiring articles.  
God bless the BCBP!  --Nancy R. Catan
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Random 
Insights
 Bobby Atendido, BOT Chairman

T he question we should all ask ourselves 
is “What is the best way to evangelize 
businessmen and professionals?”

The Lord said “Go and spread the Good News 
of Salvation!” With this command, each one of us 
is expected to be a disciple of Jesus in whatever 
situation we find ourselves in. More so for us as 
members of the BCBP, we are expected to be 
effective evangelizers in the marketplace. But the 
question is how does one begin to attract other 
businessmen into the Brotherhood, people who 
cannot be swayed by emotional appeals to the 
heart, who have been trained to act on the basis of 
facts and reason, who have grown and accepted 
the traditional way of separating the business 
world from the personal and the spiritual.

I remember a story of a new member who said 
that the reason he decided to join the Brotherhood 
was because of the exemplary behavior of a 
member and classmate of his which he thought 
was so refreshing and exhilarating to witness. The 
situation was the simple payment of the correct 
tax on a sale of a property. The BCBP member 
insisted that he will pay the correct capital gains 
tax and there was no need to undervalue the sale 
as is typical for many real estate transactions. This 
new member was attracted to join the Brotherhood 
simply because of this particular action of his 
classmate and member of BCBP to do what is 
right. It was the aroma of an honest and ethical 
behavior that proved effective and attractive in 
inviting him to join BCBP.

Good examples have twice the value of 
good advice it is said. Even Pope Paul VI in his 

Evangelization in the Marketplace
exhortations said that the “witness of life” is so 
fundamentally important in these modern times. 
We need credible witnesses in the marketplace.

And so it should be for all of us members of the 
BCBP. To be effective evangelizers, we need to be 
credible witnesses of honesty and professionalism, 
to be the “best” businessmen and professionals we 
could possibly be, to adhere to the best practices 
of the industry we operate in.

We should view our business and profession 
as a vocation, a way of life of doing excellent work 
because in so doing we are able to glorify God. 
Excellent work contributes to the common good 
and ultimately builds up the Kingdom of God. The 
commonality of good ethical and excellent business 
practices is what will attract other businessmen 
and professionals to join our community.

Some practical ways of practical discipleship in 
the marketplace are:

- We should conduct our business and exercise 
our profession with the highest level of integrity 
and justice, always adhering to the principles of 
doing what is right even when it is painful to do so.

- As BCBP members, we should never be 
satisfied with second best. We should remove 
from our psyche and mind-set what many Filipinos 
practice “Puwede na ‘yan !”

- We should always strive to improve our craft, 
to always search for new knowledge and expertise, 
to stretch our limits because things can always be 
done better.
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- We should always present a positive image 
of ourselves. If you operate a store, make sure 
that the store is clean and orderly, worthy to be 
called a store owned by a BCBP member for after 
all who wants to buy from a store that is dirty or 
deal with a disorderly office. If you are in a service 
business, you should provide the best service to 
customers. Be nice and gracious to customers, 
even the cranky ones.

- Whenever we have to write a letter, submit 
reports, or prepare documents, we should make 
sure it is well written, grammatically correct, without 
typo errors. They create impressions when people 
read what we write. We must always put our best 
foot forward.

- We should access and use the latest 
technologies and practices of our industry. A 
BCBP member has to be always up-to-date in his 
practices and methodologies.

The marketplace provides many avenues and 
opportunities for BCBP members to become 
credible witnesses. Our ethical behavior is of 
course a mighty witness to others. But we must 
not also underestimate the positive impact we 
create from the ordinary day to day actions of 
striving to be good businessmen and professionals. 
Together, they reflect an implicit truth of what our 
Lord wants – that we should sanctify our work 
because when we do so, we give back all the glory 
to his name. Our performance in the marketplace 
reflects a deeper truth that we are co-creators of 
God in making our world a better place, that we 
labor to achieve what is good for ourselves and 
others, the common good. When we do, the Lord 
will be pleased and say “Well done, my faithful 
servant!” 
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Check out all the NAC31 photos and
videos on the BCBP website gallery.
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Listen to
Him
 Larry Veloso, BCBP President

D uring our 30th Anniversary Celebration 
in Davao last year, the Lord’s message 
for us was very clear: “Unless you 

have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, you cannot be a Christian businessman or 
professional and you cannot win the marketplace 
for Christ”. In other words, unless we are connected 
to the Lord Jesus and have the Spirit of the Lord 
Jesus in us, we cannot be His disciples and we 
cannot bear fruit for the Lord. 

This year, the Lord 
reminds us: “I am the 
vine and you are the 
branches. He who 
abides in Me and I 
in him, bears much 
fruit; for apart from me 
you can do nothing” 
(John 15:5). We must 
remain connected 
to our Lord Jesus. 
We must continue to 
abide in Him who is 
the source of life, in 
order to bear much fruit. The Lord is telling us that 
it is not our activity that produces fruit, it is our 
personal relationship with Him.

I have heard some BCBP Chapters complain 
that the New Basic Formation Program is too 
long such that only a few are able to complete 
it. Some chapters are also complaining that their 
breakfast is already boring and it is very hard to 
get new breakfasters. It seems that when we are 
not bearing fruit, our first tendency is to blame our 
activity. 

However, the Lord is reminding us that when 
we are not bearing fruit for the Lord we should 

“Remain In Me and 
Bear Much Fruit”

check out our relationship with Him. Are we 
connected to the Lord Jesus? Do we have the 
Spirit of the Lord Jesus in us such that we are 
able to manifest His love to each other in our 
interpersonal relationships? 

What will attract others to Christ is the love 
and care which we manifest to each other in our 
interpersonal relationships, the love and care which 
comes from our personal relationship with our Lord 

Jesus Christ. What will 
attract others to our 
BCBP Community is 
the witnessing we do 
for Christ in our family, 
in our businesses and 
professions, in our 
Community. 

We are called to 
evangelize others in 
the way we live our 
lives, imitating Christ 
and living out Christian 
values where the Lord 

has planted us and manifesting the fruit of His 
Spirit that is in us — ”love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, humility and 
self-control” (Gal 5:22).

Each one of us must ask him/herself: Do I have 
the Spirit of Christ in me? Am I bearing much fruit 
for the Lord? 

The bottom line is: “Remain in Me and bear 
much fruit”. Only when we abide in Christ and He 
abides in us, can we truly make an impact in the 
marketplace as Christian businessmen and 
professionals! 
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New BOT Members 
Announced

The new Board of Trustees members were announced during the 31st National 
Anniversary Celebration of the Brotherhood of Christian Businessmen and 
Professionals, held May 6 and 7 in Dumaguete City, Oriental Negros. The new 
BOT members will assume their positions on January 1, 2012, and serve for 
three years.

Representing the Metro Manila area are Joey Avellana (BCBP Makati), Roy 
Calleja (BCBP Q.C.) and Manny Jimenez (BCBP Alabang). Bert Masiclat 
(BCBP Lipa), Mel Rebutica (BCBP Binan-San Pedro), and Angel Sabas (BCBP 
Calamba) represent Luzon; while Gau Arancillo (BCBP Iloilo), Nelson Dauz 
(BCBP Mactan/Cebu), and Mayong Rodriguez (BCBP Ormoc) represent the 
Visayas region. Mindanao is represented by Joe Coruna, Bong Pelaez and 
Jong Tiro (BCBP Cagayan de Oro). 

Larry Veloso will join the BOT as BCBP’s past president. The new BOT members 
will go through a process of discernment to decide who among themselves will 
be the new BOT Chairman and who will be the BCBP’s new president.

Also sitting on the BOT are Fr Herb Schneider, BCBP’s Spiritual Director, and 
Doy Nunag, Corporate Secretary and Legal Counsel. 
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BCBP Mactan Gives Honesty Awards 
in 4 High Schools

T he Mactan Chapter of the BCBP, 
through its PSD servant leaders 
Boy and Nene Tampus and Mactan 

Chapter Head Martin and Agnes Pusta, instituted 
“The Most Honest” award this year for public 
high school students in four schools in their 
area. The award, given during commencement 
exercises, consisted of a cash gift of one 
thousand pesos, a Be Honest T-Shirt, and a 
Certificate of Recognition. Participating schools 
were the Mactan National H.S., Marigondon 
National H.S., Gun-ob High School, and Bankal 
National H.S.

Arninia Pulvera Paquibot, a 1st year student 
at Mactan National High School, was all smiles as 
she received her award for finding and retuning 
a lost wallet containing 5,000 pesos. Hannah 
Jade O. Elumba, graduating as valedictorian at 
Marigondon National High School, was cited for 
her honesty during an exam.

Joyful John E. Torreon, graduating from 
Gun-ob High School, was congratulated for 
his honesty in checking exams and returning 
lost items. 24-yr-old, 3rd year student Riza S. 
Compuesto of Bankal National High School 
received her award for honesty in handling 
funds as she supports her schooling by working 
as a nanny.

Inspired by the success of the program that 
supports the BCBP’s Be Honest Advocacy, the 
Mactan chapter leadership plans to not only 
continue the awards next year but to expand 
the program to other schools in their area.
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T he Kapatiran interviewed Fr. Herb 
Schneider, BCBP Spiritual Director, in 
1991; the interview was published in the 

Dec ’91-Jan ’92 issue of the Kapatiran. With the 
upcoming turnover of BCBP leadership by the end 
of this year 2011, we reprint Fr Herb’s thoughts on 
leadership – which are still very valid today.

KAPATIRAN: One of the BCBP’s objectives is to 
identify, train and develop Christian leaders. How 
would you describe a good Christian leader?

FR HERB: The number one quality is that a person 
must put his life under the Lordship of Christ. I believe 
a good Christian leader needs to be a man under 
authority like the centurian in the gospel. When our 
Lord said He would come and cure his servant, the 
centurian said, “I am a man under obedience so I 
have somebody over me and I have people under 
me, and if I say to one, ‘Come’, he comes, and ‘Go’, 
he goes.” A leader needs to be under authority and 
this authority, first of all, is our Lord Jesus Christ.

The second quality I would look for is a man who 
would work as part of a team. Because in something 
like the Brotherhood that is a missionary organization, 
we don’t do our own thing, but we work again with 
leaders over us; we work together as a team with 
those around us. So if somebody is simply a solo 
worker, he wouldn’t really fit in into the Brotherhood 
service. We’re looking for somebody who can 
genuinely work with others in a team. And we need 
somebody who can take direction.

Thirdly, I would look for someone who knows the 
Brotherhood and has really made the Brotherhood 

life his or her own. Leading is mostly done by 
example. If a leader himself doesn’t live out his 
commitment card, how can he help others to live it?

I do believe that the last and maybe the most 
important quality is that the person must be a 
servant. So what we’re looking for is non-dominating 
leadership. We need someone who is genuinely 
concerned for others and would do his best to help 
others come to the Lord, come to the rich life, to live 
out the richness of the BCBP, to help them do well in 
their service, and really be able to show that in their 
whole attitude. Their concern is the development, 
the growth, the deepening of the other person. He 
does it with a certain humility by putting the other 
person first without being weak or wishy-washy, or 
a wimp or anything of that kind of thing.

KAPATIRAN: Do you feel the Brotherhood has been 
able to develop sufficient leaders who meet these 
criteria?

FR HERB: I believe so considering the different 
leadership levels in the Brotherhood. I would say 
that most of the action group leaders are men and 
women who really love the Lord, can work on a team, 
are very open to being directed in their service, and 
really sacrifice a lot of time for the people in their 
group. And I think the same thing goes for all the 
other leaders in service.

I think that one of the things that I would want to stress 
is that an organization such as the Brotherhood 
must constantly focus on leadership formation. One 
of the reasons is that there is a certain leadership 

Makes A 
Good BCBP 
LeaderW

ha
t

An Interview with Fr. Herb Schneider

continued on page 17 
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NAC31 Focus

Heidi Mendoza: 
Faith That Can Move 
Mountains

M ay 7, 2011. It was approximately 9:30 
a.m. when our special guest speaker 
was ushered into the fully packed 

Negros Oriental Provincial Convention Center in 
Dumaguete City. The atmosphere was relaxed 
and slightly charged, as three BCBP members had 
already delivered powerful breakfast testimonies 
about their personal change and conversion to 
Christ’s teachings, and their struggles to instill 
Christian values in their respective marketplaces. 
The occasion was the 31st BCBP National 
Anniversary Celebration (NAC) Grand Breakfast 
with more than 2,600 members attending.

The speaker, Ms. Heidi Mendoza, was 
known to me only through the news as the feisty 
Commission on Audit (COA) government auditor 
who had bravely challenged the AFP status quo 
of alleged bribery, illegal commissions and blatant 
thievery of AFP funds with her earthshaking audit 
results. What was to be unleashed that morning 
was Typhoon Heidi, a signal No. 7 hurricane force, 
exhibiting the face, character, fortitude and faith 
that should probably topple the well-entrenched 
fortress of magnitude 10 corruption that has 
devastated our country.

Newly promoted COA -Commissioner Heidi 
Mendoza started off in a folksy chatter with some 
personal background and the early beginnings 
of her principles in life. Most significant was her 
story about how her father, an honest policeman, 
managed their student allowances from day to 
day. She related how her father put a lot of loose 
change in an empty biscuit can. The children (6 of 

them I believe) were to draw their daily allowance 
from the can every day. Heidi simply knew that her 
allowance was 40 centavos and that she should 
draw the exact amount daily. 

Was she ever tempted to draw more than 40 
centavos on other days? Did her father actually 
count the coins in that can daily? It was simply 
instilled in her that if she drew out more than 
her allotted amount, one or more siblings would 
receive less of their allowance and suffer the 
consequences that day. 

She then pointed out that the government 
coffers work the same way. If a government worker 
or department takes more than his/its allotted 
share or, what is worse, steal or misuse that 
budget, many of our countrymen will go hungry. 
Very simply she had learned her professional and 
moral principles from that empty biscuit can.

Heidi went on to relate the travails of being 
a witness for the prosecution against Maj. Gen. 
Garcia, AFP comptroller accused of plunder to the 
tune of P300 million. How, after many months of 
presenting 10 “Balikbayan “ boxes of evidence, her 
testimony was deemed weak by the presentation 
of other government witnesses. In disgust she 
had resigned and found better employment at the 
Asian Development Bank. 

This was a crucial decision on her part because 
she changed her ‘world’ situation as it were – from 
night into day. From a lowly government auditor 
who received an audit allowance of P800 daily, 

by Ronnie Caballero, BCBP Makati
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willing to sleep on table tops in the government 
offices she would audit in order to bring home 
at least P400, she experienced the perks of an 
ADB officer, being billeted in a 5-star hotel at 
P8000 per night. This started several weeks of 
soul-searching leading to what I call her “Good 
Samaritan’ moment.

Fr. Daniel Mahan S.T.L., in his book “More Than 
Silver or Gold”, shares the following reflection 
about the parable of the Good Samaritan.

“Charity, in fact, has been the defining quality 
of a Christian. The Christian is recognized not by a 
distinctive garb, but by his or her love. It is by the 
power of the Holy Spirit that we have the love of 
Christ in our hearts. We are equipped to love as 
Christ loves, as exemplified in the parable of the 
Good Samaritan.

Let’s go a step further with this parable of the 
Good Samaritan. I’m going to make a guess about 
the priest and the Levite in the parable. I’m going 
to guess that as each of them passed the man in 
the ditch they each said a prayer for him. They 
were, after all, very religious men. 

And I’ll guess that when they reached their 
destination they shook their heads and complained 
to all their friends about how dangerous it is on 
the road between Jerusalem and Jericho, and 
how it wasn’t that way when they were up. “Surely 
that man in the ditch is just one more sign of the 
decline of society and the collapse of civilization, “ 
they said eloquently and convincingly.

What was the matter with the priest and the 
Levite, these two intelligent and religious men? 
What kept them from stopping to help that man 
in the ditch? What prompted them to cross to the 
other side of the road when they saw that poor 
man?

They had compartmentalized their faith. They 
were religious men, but their faith was kept in 
a compartment, as it were, isolated from their 
daily living. They had faith, but they were content 
allowing their faith to remain a personal matter, 
distant and aloof from everyday life.

Jesus is very clear about this ‘compartmentalized 
faith” of the priest and the Levite. He says that it 
doesn’t cut it. It just won’t do: “How can you say 
you love the God you cannot see if you do not 
show concern for the neighbor you do see?” (John 
4:20) “Faith without works is dead.” (James 2:17) 
Our faith in Jesus Christ is a precious gift, a gift 

that moth and rust cannot destroy nor thief and 
brigand carry away.(Matt 6:19-20) But our faith 
is not meant to be kept within. It is meant to be 
shared, to be put into action. 

As for Heidi, she decided to forego her comfort 
zone, as well as her family’s as her new job had 
just resulted in acquiring a new car and new home. 
She chose the ‘Road Less Travelled’ and opted for 
the process of resigning from the ADB, to continue 
fighting, even just on a personal basis, the giant of 
case. Under immense pressure from loved ones 
and enemies alike she opted not to cross to the 
other side of the road and went down into the ditch 
to help the poor man, who actually personifies our 
country beaten and bloodied and mired in the mud 
of corruption. She took it upon herself, her own 
resources and time to take up the cudgels to bring 
this poor man to his feet at great cost to herself 
and family.
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From where does she 
derive her strength and 
courage? She simply said 
that it is her faith. And I do 
not even think she had ever 
met Fr. Mahan. But she firmly 
stated that what is wrong 
with our countrymen is we 
tend to love only our families 
and ourselves. We should 
and must learn to love others 
and our country! What solid 
and well-grounded faith!

I would like to close 
my report with Fr. Mahan’s reference to another 
parable, the parable of the loaves and the fishes.

“The needs of the people were considerable. 
Evening was rapidly approaching; the people 
hadn’t taken a break to eat all day. And the disciples 
of Jesus were worried.

They proposed to Jesus a solution: Send the 
people away and let them find something to eat. 
When Jesus counter proposed that the disciples 
feed the people themselves, the disciples 
protested, “We have so little- hardly enough for 
ourselves- just five loaves and two fish.’

The disciples were in the process of learning 
an invaluable lesson: even though what they had 
to give was seemingly very little, with Jesus their 
resources were more than enough. It’s a lesson 
we need to be reminded of time and time again.

What is to be our stance as Christians in our 
society today? What do we have to give that will 
make a difference? Seemingly very little. It’s a 
hopeless case we might say. But the Lord wants 
to assure us today that if we are united with him, 
what little we have to give- our prayer, our witness, 
our commitment to truth, our faithful stewardship- 
will be more than enough and will, in fact make 
a considerable difference in this troubled world of 
ours.”

For just as Jesus 
transformed five loaves 
and two fish into a banquet 
that fed a multitude, so 
does Jesus work through 
us. Weak and limited 
though we are, He does 
on earth the work He 
wants to accomplish. As 
expressed so beautifully 
in words often ascribed to 
St. Teresa of Avila: “Christ 
has no body now on earth 
but yours. No hands but 
yours. No feet but yours. 

Yours are the eyes through which the compassion 
of Christ must look out on the world. Yours are 
the feet with which He is to go about doing good. 
Yours are the hands with which He is to bless His 
people.”

Jesus threw down the gauntlet for living out 
honesty and loving our neighbor in the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. Heidi Mendoza threw down 
that same gauntlet on Saturday, May 7, during the 
31st NAC, for the BCBP to pick up and continue 
the fight. And from the standing and emotionally 
charged ovation that rocked the rafters of the 
convention center after her talk, the BCBP has 
committed their efforts to the cause of honesty in 
the fight against corruption.

What remains for us now is to rely on the Spirit 
to change us into men and women who not only 
bear the Kingdom values in our hearts but who are 
courageous enough to stand up and act on these 
principles and values. We cannot just mix our 
shifting ephemeral values and the firmly anchored 
Kingdom values together. We have to value the 
kingdom that is not of this earth much more. 

Heidi Mendoza clearly demonstrated that it is 
only when we have a heart filled by the Holy Spirit 
with a faith that can move mountains, can we step 
out into the water and walk toward Jesus without 
sinking, and fully live the challenging, courageous 
life of loving God and neighbor as ourselves. 

“We cannot just mix our 
shifting ephemeral values and 
the firmly anchored Kingdom 
values together. We have to 

value the kingdom that is not of 
this earth much more.” 
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Testimony

L et me begin my 
sharing with the story 
from Mark 10: 47-52, 

the healing of the blind man, 
Bartimaeus. The story goes, 
“On hearing that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to cry out 
and say, “Jesus, son of David, 
have mercy on me.” And many 
rebuked him, telling him to be 
silent. But he kept calling out all 
the more, “Son of David, have 
mercy on me.” Jesus stopped 
and said, “Call him.” So they 
called the blind man, saying to 
him, “Take courage; get up, he is 
calling you.” He threw aside his 
garment, sprang up and came 
to Jesus. “What do you want me 
to do for you?” Jesus asked him. 
The blind man replied, “Master, I 
want to see.”

I am Henry Tupas, married to 
Ma. Lora Cabrera of Davao City. 
I am the eldest and only son in 
the brood of four children of the 
late Marcial Tupas and Lourdes 
Pedregosa of Iloilo. I spent the 
early years of my life in Iloilo. 
However, due to the demands 
of my mother’s work, we had to 
transfer from place to place. As 
a result, I have lived in Dipolog 
City, Zamboanga del Norte, in 
Kalibo, Aklan, and finally back in 
Iloilo.

Bartimaeus and Me
Testimony of Henry Tupas, BCBP Molo

Grand Breakfast Testimony, NAC 31, Dumaguete, May 7, 2011

It is in Iloilo City where I 
finished Grade 6, followed by 
high school and college at the 
Univ. of the Phil in the Visayas.  
In 1983, I moved to Manila 
for my medical education and 
orthopedic training at UP College 
of Medicine and at the Philippine 
General Hospital, respectively.  
In 1993, I came back to Iloilo to 
start my private practice as an 
orthopedic surgeon. I have since 
lived in Iloilo for the last 17 years 
except for a year in United States 
where I had further orthopedic 
training.

While I may not be physically 
blind like Bartimaeus in Mark’s 
gospel, spiritually I was blind--- 
blind to the presence of God in 
my life and of His infinite wisdom 
and unfailing love for us. But God 
is indeed good and merciful and I 
believe that he loves each one of 
us very much.  In Lamentations 
3: 22-23, it says… the Lord’s 
unfailing love and mercy still 
continue, fresh as the morning, 
as sure as the sunrise…  And 
because of this unfailing love and 
mercy, He continued to shower 
me with blessings despite of my 
spiritual shortcomings.

He blessed me with a very 
supportive and understanding 
family. Without them, most 
especially my parents, I may 

not be a doctor today. He 
blessed me with a challenging 
but rewarding profession as a 
doctor. Looking back, I see His 
divine intervention and guidance 
in every major decision I made 
in my career path leading to 
my profession as an orthopedic 
surgeon. But most importantly, 
He blessed me with a family of 
my own. He gave me Lulay, a 
very charming and loving wife 
and blessed our marriage with 3 
adorable sons.

Lulay was God-sent to lead 
me to BCBP.  After we got 
married, we live separately for 
7 long years. Lulay stayed in 
Manila for her training as an 
OB-Gyne and later specializing 
in Cancer surgery while I stayed 
in Iloilo busy earning a living for 
my growing family. Despite this 
long separation, broken only 
by a few days of monthly visits, 
we managed to have 3 sons, 
the reason why our friends 
jokingly called my trips to Manila 
as fertility visits. When Lulay 
and the kids came home from 
Manila for good, I was filled with 
joy and contentment.  At last, 
our family was finally complete. 
With all the blessings I received, 
I thought that it was only fitting 
and appropriate to look to God 
and thank Him for all these 
things. So, when Brod Baby 
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Soriano, our current chapter 
head, invited me to join the 
BCBP, it was not very difficult for 
me to say yes, especially, with 
the prodding of Lulay who was 
more spiritually oriented than 
me.  We decided to join BCBP 
as our way of thanking God for 
the many blessings that he has 
showered on us.    

Let me continue for you the 
story of Bartimaeus, “He threw 
aside his garment, sprang up, 
and came to Jesus. Jesus said to 
him in reply, “What do you want 
me to do for you?” The blind man 
replied to him, “Master, I want to 
see.” Jesus told him, “Go your 
way; your faith has saved you.” 
Immediately, he received his 
sight and followed Him on the 
way.” 

Like Bartimaeus, I answered 
the call of Jesus and chose 
to follow Him. My 7 years of 
living and growing in the BCBP 
community has made me realize 
5 things.  My 1st realization is 
that my perception and attitude 
towards life has changed. 
Through the brotherhood, I was 
cured of my spiritual blindness. I 
became aware of God’s love and 
presence in my life leading me to 
become more faithful, worshipful 
and thankful to Him. Between 
making rounds on my patients, 
I visit the hospital chapel for my 
daily prayer and communion 
with God. All the meetings that 
I preside over in the businesses 
I manage, medical societies I 
lead and the different hospital 
units I head, always starts 

with a prayer. I exercise more 
patience and understanding in 
my dealings with my children, 
Lulay and everybody as much 
as possible.  

My 2nd realization is that 
following Him by changing and 
improving my own spiritual life 
was not enough. In Matthew 4: 
19-20, “He said to them, Come 
after me, and I will make you 
fishers of men. At once they left 
their nets and followed Him”. 
Eventually I realized that what 
is important is what we do after 
following Him, after joining the 
BCBP. God brought me to the 
BCBP to become a fisher of men. 
And to fulfill this realization, Lulay 
and I never decline any invitation 
for us to share during breakfast 
meetings whether alone or as a 
couple. As BCBP members, we 
consider it our primary duty to 
testify for the Lord and share the 
goodness that He has done in 
our lives.  In addition, we accept 
every service opportunity given 
to us by BCBP in support of its 
mission. 

My 3rd realization is the 
importance of the bible not just as 
a doctrinal source but something 
more.  Before BCBP, I considered 
the Bible as just a book, an 
object that contained God’s story 
and words. My experiences with 
the Brotherhood have shown 
me that the Bible is indeed the 
LIVING WORD OF GOD. 

My 4th realization is that God 
is indeed good and true to His 
many promises to us if we only 

have faith and follow Him. During 
our sharing in Passi City Outreach 
of the BCBP Iloilo Chapter a few 
years ago, Lulay and I related 
our bad experience with the BIR 
wherein we felt we were unfairly 
assessed with almost half a 
million pesos in back taxes and 
penalties The BIR examiners 
kept telling us to come for a 
private meeting so we can talk 
about it and maybe come to an 
arrangement. Some colleagues 
in the medical community also 
told us that such meetings would 
allow us to make areglo and lower 
our tax liabilities, if we agreed 
with their terms and conditions. 
We felt anxious and worried 
about paying such a big amount 
that would almost have wiped 
out our hard earned savings! 
Despite this, we stood firm in our 
commitment to the BCBP’s Be 
Honest campaign. Refusing the 
BIR examiner’s invitations for a 
private meeting, we opted to pay 
what we owed the government 
through the bank. 

Towards the end of our 
sharing, Lulay spontaneously 
added that despite the loss of 
our savings intended for the 
renovation of our house to BIR, 
God blessed us generously such 
that we were able to save up 
and complete our dream house 
as scheduled. It was at that 
moment that I realized that God 
arranged for us share in Passi 
City Outreach that day not just to 
testify to the breakfasters there, 
but mainly to speak His message 
of affirmation and encouragement 
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to us. In Matthew 6:33, He said, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto 
you.” I rejoiced when I realized 
God was testing us and, by His 
grace, and by faith in Him, Lulay 
and I had passed the test, one of 
many I’m sure are still to come in 
the narrow path we have chosen 
to take.  

At the start of my sharing, I 
narrated the story of Bartimaeus 
from Mark’s gospel. And even 
after 7 years of sharing, this story 
still resonates in my heart and 
mind - how a blind man, in faith 
and with the encouraging words 
from everyone, was healed 
by Jesus and chose to follow 
the Lord on the way. But, the 
Bible stopped there, keeping us 
wondering about what eventually 
became of Bartimaeus. Brothers 
and sisters, lastly, I have come to 
realize, Bartimaeus is still alive 
today, for he is within us. We are 
Bartimaeus, once blind but now 
can see, following Jesus on His 
way. 

God bless us all! 

Testimony of Mon Puno, BCBP Sta. Rosa
Grand Breakfast Testimony, NAC 31, Dumaguete, May 7, 2011

Joy and Pain and 
Part of God’s Miracles

F or many of us, life feels like a long journey in 
search of meaning and purpose. All through life, we 
experience so much joy and pain and we wonder 

why all of these have to happen. The reason is that our lives 
are miracles of creation. If you have any doubts about the 
reality of miracles, you only have to examine how God works 
in your life in order to become a true believer.  In Jeremiah 
1:2-5, God tells us: “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew 
you. Before you were born, I dedicated you.” Everything that 
happens to us in our lives is part of God’s grand design for us.

In my childhood, miracles abounded. I am the fourth child in a 
large family of ten brothers and two sisters.  We were packed 
4 to a room, shared 1 bathroom, and were required to help 
out in household chores. My dad was in public service and, 
because of the low government pay, had to teach long hours 
in many law schools. It was only the proceeds from the sale 
of the law books he authored and his progressively higher 
GSIS loans that allowed us to make ends meet. My mom 
had to quit her job and dedicate herself to our upbringing, 
tightly budgeting household expenses, cooking our meals, 
and sewing many of our clothes herself. We were all able 
to graduate from prestigious schools and now look back 
in wonder at how all that was accomplished? It was truly a 
miracle worthy of Christ’s division of the loaves and fishes.

After my first year of college at the Ateneo, I felt the need 
for a change of environment and decided to transfer to the 
University of the Philippines.  It was a break from 13 years 
of traditional Catholic education. In UP, all of my deeply-
held religious beliefs were challenged in my History and 
Philosophy classes. How could I reconcile my Catholic faith 
with the historical abuses of the clergy, the inconsistencies in 
Church dogma, and the apparent disregard of the Church for 
the plight of the poor and the oppressed.  I became a student 
activist and was elected as University Councilor in the UP 
Student Council during the year of the 1st Quarter Storm. 

Marches and demonstrations became more important than 
classes and we believed we could change the world. In the 
end, the world changed us. I witnessed the shooting by a Math 
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professor of a fellow student whom I had to bring 
to the UP Clinic dying from a bullet wound in the 
forehead I saw a fellow marcher’s brains spill out 
into the street after a pillbox bomb was thrown at 
him from the roof of the FEATI University in Manila. 
I lost all my hopes for change and retired from 
campus politics to complete my AB Economics 
degree at the UP College of Manila. Not long 
after that, Martial Law was declared. Many of my 
contemporaries who remained politically active 
took to the hills and lost their lives. The Lord had 
other plans for me. 

After graduation, I began my business and 
professional career as an Executive Assistant 
in a manufacturing conglomerate with interests 
in cement, aggregates, ready-mix concrete, real 
estate and trading. I became the owner’s protégé 
and was assigned to senior management positions 
in the group. I learned first-hand how business 
operates in the Philippine- the “wheeling and 
dealing” with the BIR, the Bureau of Customs, 
the Bureau of Immigration, and the Department 
of Labor. I learned how and why loans from 
government banks never get paid. I learned how 
sweetheart contracts get secured through personal 
connections, lavish adult entertainment, and illicit 
commissions.  I was taught that honesty was not 
just irrelevant, it was an obstacle to professional 
advancement and financial success.  After four 
years, I quit in frustration.  

I tried to set-up my own businesses, but my first 
two attempts ended up in dismal failures. After 
these business failures, I was deep in debt with 
nowhere to turn. I needed a miracle. It was at this 

point in my life that that God took charge of my 
business and professional life. He led me to seek 
help from a former schoolmate who headed the 
Investments Department of the country’s largest 
insurance company. The company provided me a 
low-interest loan to settle my bank obligations and 
hired me to manage an export-marketing subsidiary 
it was organizing.  It was in this American-owned 
company that I learned  business could be run 
honestly, professionally, without illegal or dishonest 
acts.

Four years later, I left to embark on my third attempt 
to start my own business. I was forty years of age.  
That business still thrives today- the development 
and operation of suburban shopping malls and 
commercial centers. I have since ventured into 
other businesses, including investment packaging 
and, more recently, the telecom industry.  In my 
present businesses, I can reject the dishonest and 
unethical practices I was introduced to early in my 
professional life. I am particularly thankful that, as 
an entrepreneur, I can generate employment and 
business opportunities for those who need it.

I now know that all the good and bad work 
experiences I went through were part of God’s plan 
and were necessary phases in my professional life. 
Jeremiah 29:11 says:” For I know what my plans 
for you are, plan to save you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you a future and to give you hope.”

In my personal life, miracles have also abounded. 
When I was 26, I had relationship with a girl that 
was both reckless and irresponsible. She became 
pregnant and we compounded the problem by 

“When we end this journey of 
life, we will realize that the 

Lord took the journey together 
with us. He nurtures us, He 
guides us, and He carries us 
each step of the way.”
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turnover which in a way is a good thing. Some 
people are transferred by their company and they 
can’t serve any more, or family matters come up 
and they can’t serve. So I believe that we need 
always to raise up new leaders. Every leader 
needs to be on the look-out for someone who can 
take his place.

I think if the Brotherhood would increase more 
and look more toward becoming not only a 
missionary organization but a leadership training 
organization which could constantly raise up new 
leaders, it would allow it to expand more and 
faster. It would make it stronger because if 
someone could not serve, there would be several 
replacements immediately at hand. 

Interview with Fr. Herb continued from 
page 9

rushing into marriage two months later. We had 
four children and the children became the center 
of a bitter custody battle. The church and civil 
annulments took 4 difficult years of contentious 
legal battles. During that period, the children were 
shuttling between both parents, their weekends 
with their mother and their weekdays with me. My 
four children eventually migrated to Canada. I finally 
reconnected with them several years ago and we 
have been restoring our relationships with one 
another. I thank God for this miracle in progress. 
Romans 8:28 says: “We know that in everything 
God works for the good of those who love Him, 
whom He has called according to His plan”.

When my church annulment neared its conclusion, 
the nun assigned to my case encouraged me to go 
out dating again. I was introduced to a law student 
preparing for the bar exams. She became my good 
friend, reaching out from her private and quiet 
world to bring meaning back to mine. She felt like 
an answered prayer, lifting me from the depths of 
my despair. She accepted me for all the “damaged-
goods” that I was and became the love of my life.

Early on, we had agreed that, if we kept God at the 
center of our lives, everything would turn out alright. 
And, you know, it has!  My wife, Dulee, and I were 
married on the birthday of our Blessed Virgin-the 
day my new life began. We have two daughters, 
Rebecca and Richela, and they are everything I can 
possibly hope for - loving and obedient children, 
diligent in their studies, and deeply-rooted in their 
Christian faith. I have been given a second chance 
to be a good parent, and I thank the Lord for this 
opportunity He has given me. 

My introduction to the BCBP came by way of a text 
message from an old classmate and friend, Bobby 
Lavina inviting me to a BCBP Breakfast in Santa 
Rosa, Laguna where he shared his own personal 
experiences in trying to be ethical and moral in the 
marketplace. I was undergoing a similar personal 
crisis during that time. I truly marvel at God’s 
workings in my life - my exact concern at that 
particular time was being addressed then and there 
in a most direct and personal way. What a miracle! 

“Be honest, even if others are not, even if others will 
not, even if others cannot.”  This slogan greeted me 
as a first-timer in the breakfast. Strangely, however, 
I didn’t get the feeling that honesty was still such a 
lonely advocacy.  I felt I could actually re-phase the 
slogan to –“Be Honest, because others are”!.

The BCBP has helped me rediscover my spiritual 
roots through scripture, prayer, and community life. 
I had drifted away from the Lord after my student 
days at UP. I know that the BCBP is bringing new 
miracles in my life. This is part of God’s plan for me 
and for you. God’s guiding hand is shaping all of 
our lives.  

When we end this journey of life, we will realize 
that the Lord took the journey together with us. He 
nurtures us, He guides us, and He carries us each 
step of the way.  Psalm 91 tells us:  “You who dwell 
in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in the shadow 
of the Almighty, say to the Lord, “My refuge, my rock 
in whom I trust!” and we sing:  “and He will raise 
you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of 
dawn, make you shine like the sun, and hold you in 
the palm of His hand.”

Brothers and Sisters, may your miracles continue 
to abound! 
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Sustenance and Fecundity: 

Signs of Unity with the Lord
Homily by Most Rev. John F. Du, Bishop of Dumaguete
31st National Anniversary Celebration, Dumaguete, May 6-7, 2011

“I am the 
vine, you are 
the branches, 
whoever 
remains in 
me, with 
me in him, 
bears fruit in 
plenty, for cut 
off from me 
you can do 
nothing.” 

( Jn 15:5)

My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ of the BCBP,

I greet you on your convention today. Since I was not able to greet you on 
the opening day, I would like to welcome you to the Diocese of Dumaguete 
today. I hope that your experience here in Dumaguete confirms the claim that 
Dumaguete is the city of gentle people.

“I am the vine, you are the branches.” That is the theme of your gathering today. 
“I am the vine, you are the branches, whoever remains in me, with me in him, 
bears fruit in plenty, for cut off from me you can do nothing.” (Jn 15:5)

The vine and the branches define the relationship of every Christian with the 
Lord. It is a relationship of sustenance. On their own, the branches cannot 
survive. On their own, the branches cannot bear fruit. Sustenance and fecundity. 
These are the signs of our unity with the Lord.

Let us first talk about sustenance. There are many of you gathered here today. 
You are here because you have experienced the presence of Jesus through 
the Brotherhood of Christian Businessmen and Professionals. The entry 
point of your membership in the BCBP is the Life in the Spirit Seminar (BCLP, 
Brotherhood Christian Life Program). This is sustained further by the formation 
meetings and the breakfast meetings. Many who backslide and no longer return 
are those who begin to miss the meetings.

Although our relationship with Christ is an invisible bond, there is always a need 
for visible signs of communion. Attending meetings is one such visible sign. It 
is through these meetings that every member will be sustained by the charism 
of the community.

The second sign of union is fruitfulness. “Whoever remains in me, with me in 
him, bears fruit in plenty.” What kind of fruit is expected of a Christian? Certainly 
the fruit of a good life, of love for fellowmen; but also the fruit of evangelization, 
of sharing to others what you have discovered through BCBP.

They both go together – sustenance and fruitfulness. The member who 
perseveres is also able to invite others to join. The one who misses on gathering 
and meetings does not even think of inviting others. For why would he invite 
others if he finds no incentive to attend himself?

18 I  JUNE 2011
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But before there can be sustenance and fruitfulness, we should first ask, what is it that sustains the 
community? Before we can speak of evangelizing others, we should ask, what is the content of our 
proclamation? What is it that we must share?

Just as every member is sustained by the BCBP, so must BCBP itself be sustained by the Church, of 
which it is only a part. It is through its connection with the Church that it is connected to the Lord, for 
the Lord gathered a community around him to sustain the world. Let us be reminded that the words 
“I am the vine, you are the branches” were spoken primarily to the apostles gathered for the Last 
Supper. These words in the Gospel of John were spoken when Judas had just left the assembly, and 
so it was spoken to the infant Church, the Church of the eleven apostles who were gathered around 
the table of the Last Supper.

This is the faithful Church, the Church who later on will be scattered by their lack of faith, but who 
will be gathered once again by an act of forgiveness by the Risen Lord. This infant Church of the 
Apostles abandoned the Lord, but on the day of the Resurrection, the Risen Lord breathed on 
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if you retain 
anyone’s sins, they are retained.” (Jn 20:22)

The power to forgive is given to the ones who were first forgiven. Once forgiven of their infidelity, they 
were now ready to forgive the sins of others through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

It is by your unity with this Church that Jesus built on the apostles that you shall be sustained.

It is not always easy to stay united with the Church, for sometimes, she teaches things that are 
difficult to practice. But if you have to stay united with Christ, you will have to accept things that are 
difficult to believe. When Jesus for example, preached the Bread of Life Discourse, many people 
abandoned him. They could not accept that he would give his flesh as food and his blood as drink. 
Yet He insisted on what he taught, and only the faithful disciples remained with him, for as Peter said, 
“Lord to whom shall we go, you have the words of eternal life.”

Proclaiming the Gospel is not always an easy thing, for you would have to go against the grain of 
common belief. In this world where pragmatic values are favored, the Gospel, in its purity, may sound 
impractical, but as Saint Paul wrote to Timothy: “proclaim the message and, welcome or unwelcome, 
insist on it. Refute falsehood, correct error, give encouragement… The time is sure to come when 
people will not accept sound teaching, but their ears will be itching for anything new and they will 
collect themselves a whole series of teachers according to their own tastes, and then they will shut 
their ears and turn to myths. (2 Tim 4:2-4)

My dear Brotherhood of Christian Businessmen and Professionals, the milieu where you find 
yourselves – your place of work and your professional life my give you a pragmatic bent of mind. 
Yet, the catch-phrase you have assumed as your own – “Be honest even if others are not, even if 
others cannot” exemplifies the resistance you are called to make against the currents of the present 
world. I call on you then to turn this catch-phrase into an act of faith in what the Church teaches in 
its totality, and to have the courage to proclaim it as the fruit you are expected to bear. Only then can 
you truly be the branches of the vine, the branches that are sustained, the branches that bear must 
fruit. Amen.
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B ishop Gerardo A. Alminaza, D.D. in 
his talk during the forum on Church-
Business Partnership May 18 in Cebu, 
defines corporate social responsibility 
and challenges the business community 
to consider the Church as their partner in 
socially oriented business development. 
Due to space constraints, we reprint only 
the important points.  You may read his 
complete discussion on this BCBP website 
in the News Section.

Forty years ago, in 1971, 35 bishops and 30 
businessmen, in the Bishops-Businessmen 
Conference cooperate to address the problems of 
development in the Philippines.  In its statement, 
the conference vowed to be the beginning “of a 
continuing fruitful dialogue”– so that church people 
and businesspeople, with farmers, workers, youth 
and other sectors, can jointly contribute toward a 
fuller human life for our people.  

In 1971, the term “corporate social responsibility” 
was not so popular then. Economist Milton 

Friedman, in a 1970’s article in the New York Times, 
said that “the one and only social responsibility of 
business, is to increase profits for shareholders.”

BUT in year 2000, the World Business Council 
for Sustainable Development defined Corporate 
Social Responsibility as “the continuing 
commitment by business to behave ethically 
and contribute to economic development, while 
improving the quality of life of the workforce and 
their families, as well as of the local community at 
large.”

In 2007, Prof. Felipe B. Alfonso of the Asian Institute 
of Management presented two views on why there 
is a need for Corporate Social Responsibility:

1) The Immediate View- an illiterate, homeless, 
sick, unemployed workforce could wreak 
havoc on the economy. “Without change in 
those social conditions, companies would 
not survive.” 

Bishop Gerardo A. Alminaza, D.D.Helpful Considerations 
in Church-Business 
Partnerships
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2) The Long View- Development is the 
“process of expanding the real freedoms that 
people enjoy and (removing) the sources of 
unfreedom: poverty, tyranny, poor economic 
opportunities.”  Social development is 
influenced by economic opportunities, 
political liberties, and encouragement of 
the “exercise of people’s freedom in making 
public decisions.”

It is good that economists are providing some 
insights why business needs to be involved in 
social development.

Now, more than ever, we have seen the need to 
revisit some teachings of our Church, which could 
strengthen our resolve in jointly taking on the 
challenges besetting our country and our people. 
Together, as Christian business people and 
leaders of our Church, we STUDY THE SOCIAL 
TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH on business and 
the economy to be guided how to put into concrete 
action, the MISSION OF JESUS for us in the world 
of business and the economy.

We must take note of the key principles of the 
Church’s social doctrine, which spring from the 
supreme commandment “to love God and neighbor 
in justice.”  (Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, Instruction Libertatis Conscientia, 72)

These principles are the following:

1. The dignity of the human person is the 
foundation of all the principles of the 
Church’s social doctrine. (CSDC, 160) As 
good citizens and as Christians, we are 
called to actively defend the human person 
and to safeguard human dignity.  (cf. CSDC, 
538)

2. The common good- Pope Benedict XVI, 
in his latest social encyclical, Caritas in 
Veritate, explains that, loving someone 
means taking steps to secure the person’s 

good.  Since we live in a society, we have 
to strive for the common good, which is the 
good of “all of us”. Desiring the common 
good is a requirement of justice and charity. 
The more we strive to secure the common 
good, corresponding to the real needs of 
our neighbors, the more effectively we love 
them.” (CV, 7)

3. Solidarity -  highlights the intrinsic social 
nature of the human person, the equality 
of all in dignity and rights and the common 
path of individuals and peoples towards an 
ever more committed unity.  (CSDC, 192)  
Solidarity, as an authentic moral virtue, 
is a firm and persevering determination 
to commit oneself to the common good  
because “we are all really responsible for 
all”. As a social virtue, it  is a commitment 
to justice, to the good of one’s neighbor 
instead of exploiting him, and to ‘serve 
him’ instead of oppressing him for one’s 
own advantage (cf. Mt 10:40-42, 20:25; Mk 
10:42-45; Lk 22:25-27)”.

4. Option for the Poor- The special commitment 
to the poor is to enable the poor to become 
active participants in the life of society. 
It is to enable all persons to share in and 
contribute to the common good. 

These are the pillars of the Church’s Social 
Teachings. In this forum on how church and 
business could work together for the development 
of society, let us now take up the specific teachings 
of the Church on the economy and business. 

1.The human being is THE primary reality in the 
Church’s view on the business world or economics.  

Economics is made for human beings, not human 
beings for economics.  The Holy Bible teaches 
us that human beings are meant to cultivate and 
nurture nature so that nature can provide human 
beings with the means to live decently.  
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The Catechism of the Catholic Church says that 
“The development of economic activity and growth 
in production are meant to provide for the needs of 
human beings. Economic life is not meant solely 
to multiply goods produced and increase profit or 
power”, but it is meant to serve the entire human 
community. (CCC, 2426) 

Pope Benedict XVI explains that “The economic 
sphere is part and parcel of human activity and 
must be structured and governed in an ethical 
manner.” This means that economic activities 
should be conducted through genuine human 
social relationships of friendship and solidarity. 
(CV, 36)

What then is to be considered while pursuing the 
objectives of business? 

A business’ objective must be met in economic 
terms, but we must not neglect human values 
which bring about the concrete development of the 
person and society.  A business is not just a ‘society 
of capital goods’; it is also a ‘society of persons’. 
Here, people participate in different ways and with 
specific responsibilities, whether they supply the 
necessary capital or take part in such activities 
through their labor.  (CSDC, 338)

While pursuing profitability of business activities, 
“allowing workers to develop themselves fosters 
increased productivity and efficiency in the very 
work undertaken. A business enterprise must be a 
community of solidarity that is not closed within its 
own company interests.” (CSDC, 340)

2.The dignity of the human owner of capital does 
not depend on how big or small is his/her capital.  
It depends on his/her dignity as made in the image 
of God.  More specifically, the owner of capital 
shares in the divine ownership of all of God’s 
creation, as God’s steward; just as the human 
worker shares in God’s image as a co-creator.  
Both are CO-EQUAL in dignity as human beings 
created in God’s image.
The teaching, Universal Destination of the Goods 
of this Earth says that “God gave the earth to the 
whole human race for the sustenance of all its 
members, without excluding or favoring anyone.” 
(CSDC, 171) 

Those who work in the economic sphere and 
who possess goods have to consider themselves 
as “administrators of the goods that God has 
entrusted to them.” (CSDC, 328) “The ownership 
of any property makes its holder a steward of 
Providence, with the task of making it fruitful and 
communicating its benefits to others.”  (CCC, 
2404) 

We have to re-examine the traditional notion that 
capital is superior to labor.  They both need each 
other; without which nothing could be produced in 
normal circumstances. 

Church’s teachings include the right of workers 
to have a just or fair share of the goods they 
co-produce with capital.  There are situations, 
for example in cooperatives, where the owner 
or owners of capital are also the workers and 
managers. 

“The relationship between labor and 
capital also finds expression when 
workers participate in ownership, 
management and profits. On the 
basis of his/her work, each person 
is fully entitled to consider himself/
herself a part-owner of the great 
workbench where he/she is working 
with everyone else. A way towards 

The human being is 
THE primary reality in 
… the business world 
or economics.
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that goal could be found by associating labor 
with the ownership of capital, as far as possible.“ 
(CSDC, 281)

3.Just as the human owner of capital has dignity, 
the dignity of human labor also does not depend 
on the kind of work one does; but on the dignity of 
the human person as such.  

This dignity comes from the biblical teaching 
that human beings are made in the image and 
likeness of God.  As a worker, a human being 
shares in the specific trait of God as the one and 
only creator; the human worker as God’s 
image becomes a co-creator of God.  
Blessed Pope John Paul II says, 
“Created in God’s image, we 
were given the mandate to 
transform the earth. By 
their work, people share 
in God’s creating activity.” 
(LE, Introduction) 

For example, when 
St. Joseph and other 
carpenters in the 
world make a 
table out of a tree 
created by God, the 
carpenter activates 
his or her dignity as a co-creator of 
God the Creator.

Thus, since the workers’ dignity has to be protected, 
“Business owners and management must not limit 
themselves to the economic objectives of the 
company. It is also their precise duty to respect 
concretely the human dignity of those who work 
within the company.” These workers constitute “the 
firm’s most valuable asset” and the decisive factor 
of production.  In important decisions concerning 
finances, such as in decisions to buy or sell, to 
resize, close or to merge a site,” the welfare of 
workers must also be considered. (CSDC, 344)

The above social teachings of the Church must 
be lived by the Christian LAITY in business or in 
the world of economics.  Your constant challenge 
is, “How would you remain faithful to these moral 
and social principles, while keeping an equal eye 
on the rules of the market, or the dynamics of the 
business world?”   
The BBC of 1971 said that “every Christian, 
whether bishop, priest, religious or lay, has a 
strict duty as a Christian to actively participate“ in 
the realization of a just and progressive society.  
“The Church, as the divine guardian of the moral 
order, must proclaim the truth against all forms of 

injustices. Just as we condemn irresponsible 
government action, we must also condemn 

business whenever business exploits man 
for material gain. And whenever the 

institutional church itself fails 
to live up to its preachings, 
the institutional church itself 
stands condemned.”

I’m sure that there 
have been attempts 
among you to run your 
businesses according 
to SOUND principles of 
economics as well as 
according to SOUND 
Social Teachings 
of the Church.  I 

would love to hear more about such 
attempts since we boast of being the 

biggest Christian nation in the Far East; and we, 
here in Cebu, are the first to be evangelized in the 
Philippines.

The words of PCP II I quoted earlier, come back 
as a challenge to us church and business leaders: 
“We should have become by now a light of faith to 
edify the nations of the Orient. We should have 
become by now a people renowned for its Christian 
way of life and its fidelity to justice, charity, and 
peace.” 
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3.  Practices repeated over and over become 
habits; habits when actively lived become 
disciplines. From your list identify the practice 
that you feel is most important to you in living 
as a follower of Christ. How can you strengthen 
this practice and make it your personal 
discipline?

4.  Prepare a plan of action for yourself, and 
together with your sharing group or action 
group, plan out how they will help you monitor 
and nourish these practices and disciplines.

Some say that being a Christian is a state of mind. 
Some believe in Christianity but not in Christians. 
St. James tells us that “faith without actions is 
dead.” Other New Testament Epistles advise us 
to practice being followers of Christ, to train or 
discipline ourselves in the right way.

1.  Read and reflect on these scripture passages 
that instruct us in Christian discipline and 
practice.

 Romans 12:1-21
 Phil. 4:4-9
 Matt. 25:35-40
 1 Thess 5:16-18
 1 Tim. 6:17-19
 Eph. 4:25-32; 5:6-20
 Heb. 12:4-7, 11-15 

2.  Based on these readings, make a list of at 
least 10 important practices or disciplines we 
are asked to observe as Christians.

Bible Sharing 
Guide
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BCBP  BREAKFAST  DIRECTORY - June 2011
CHAPTER/OUTREACH VENUES DAY 1st 2nd 3rd 4th CONTACT PERSON  CELL PHONE 

METRO MANILA         
CAMANAVA Max’s Restaurant, EDSA, Cal. SAT M S M J Edwin Galinato  09178176007
NAVOTAS c/o Camanava Jollibee, Naval St., Navotas TUE  - M  - J Romy Padua  09325958846
GREENHILLS Club Filipino, San Juan THU M J M S William Dionisio  09178330099
PASIG c/o Greenhills Congo Grille, El Pueblo, Ortigas Ctr SAT M M M J Bert Salanga  09178487604
QUEZON CITY Max’s Restaurant, Sct. Tuazon SAT M J M S Luis Beltran  09196228299
CAPITOL HILLS c/o QC Albergus Resto, Capitol Hills / Balara SAT  M  M Jansen Bautista  09228571889
NOVALICHES  c/o QC Dory’s Grill. Commonwealth Ave SAT J  - J  - Jansen Bautista  09228571889
RIZAL Max’s Restaurant, Taytay SAT M S M J Ron Ramos  09175587757
MARIKINA McDonalds,  Marcos Hiway nr Filinvest SAT M M J M Marlon Centeño  09088617073
ALABANG Ayala Alabang Country Club SAT M J M S Eric Manuel  09166680080
LAS PIÑAS Max’s Resto, Alabang-Zapote Rd SAT M M M J Richard delaRosa 09178250973
MAKATI  Makati Sports Club WED M J M M Rudy Orino  09272544687
TAGUIG  c/o Makati Maxs Resto (nr McDo) Global City SAT M J M J Dindo Ibazeta  09175136667
MANILA Jade Vine Resto, UN Ave., Ermita FRI J S M M Ferdie Correa  09176271009
MANILA NORTH Chowking, Abad Santos cor Hermosa SAT J J J J Bong Rivera  0917 3991386
PARAÑAQUE Max’s Restaurant, Sucat, Pqe SAT M M M J Joel Millena  09178048826
PASAY CITY Greenside, Villamor Golf Club, Pasay SAT M S M J Mario Racho  09183240440
PASAY NORTH Sogun Hotel, EDSA, Pasay TUE  - J  - J Sen Cid  09177908545
PTO PRINCESA  NORTH Linda Hall, Skylight Restaurant SAT J - S - Marlon Sendaydiego 09194362771
PTO PRINCESA SOUTH Ardent Hotel, San Miguel SAT - S - J Nelson Caabay  09178196768
NORTHERN  LUZON        
BAGUIO Supreme Hotel, Magsaysay Ave SAT M J M S Leo Villanueva  09189395055
DAGUPAN Star Plaza*, Pinkies** SAT J* L** M**  Lito Magno  09287551500
URDANETA Ciudad Fernandina SAT - J - M Ariel Noranda  09179676671
LAOAG M-Florians Cafe, J-Palazzo dLaoag SAT M M - J Sydney Santiago  09175700100
VIGAN Max’s Resto , Vigan SAT  -  - M  - Sydney Santiago  09175700100
SAN FERNANDO, L.U. Sea & Sky SAT J  - S M  Allan Avila  09173501091
CANDON, Ilocos  AraMarie Resto (Farmer’s) SAT  J  J Onnie Duran  09286264381
TUGUEGARAO Crown Resto & Hotel SAT M M S J Bing Ramirez  09282422323
SANTIAGO, ISABELA Hotel Amancio SAT M J J M Nash Lagman  09228692221
NUEVA VIZCAYA Governor’s Palace, Solano SAT - J M J Alain Manaig  09175783833
APARRI St. Patrick Hotel SAT J - J - Angel Rabago  09279437744
ANGELES KM 86 Food Rest. Sta. Maria SAT  J J  J  J Meng Evaresto  09189401614
BALANGA  Bataan Crown Royale Hotel SAT J J J J Oca Banzon  09175760982
BULACAN CENTRAL  Max’s Rest., Guiginto, Bulacan SAT M J M S Eddie Agustin  09052210092
BULACAN NORTH (Pulilan) Café Narciso, Pulilan SAT J J J M Dani Marcelo  09164669303
CABANATUAN Village Inn, Mabini Homes SAT M J S J Andy Fernandez  09157921656
OLONGAPO Max’s Restaurant, Magsaysay Drive SAT J J J J Nestor Publico  09209519791
SAN FERNANDO, PAMP. Villa Conchita R (M)/ McDonalds (S) SAT J M M S Vil Tila  09185022887
GAPAN  Jjerrbee’s Resto SAT J J J J Noli Inton  09164097865

SOUTHERN  LUZON        
BACOOR Paradiso Terrestre, Molino SAT M  - M  - Gerry Arais  09285079736
BATANGAS CITY Hotel Pontefino SAT M J M J Alen Abendan  09228998991
NASUGBU Chowking Resto SAT  J  J Dan Pasia  09209035490
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BIÑAN-SAN PEDRO Max’s Resto Pavillion, Binan  SAT M J M M Eugene de Guzman 09273187240
CALAMBA Riverview Resort SAT M J M S Don Alarcon  09189293853
CALAPAN Max’s Resto SAT M J S M Rod Umali  09175040832
IMUS Orchard Golf & Country Club SAT M J M M Arnold dela Rosa 09285009363
DAET Golden Palace & Restaurant SAT - J - J Tony Magana  09195888034
GEN TRIAS Genstar Mall SAT M S M J Boy Castro  09195714042
TRECE MARTIREZ De Sagun Bldg, Saluysoy SAT M S M J Boy Castro  09195714042
LIPA Luntian Restaurant, Lipa City SAT M J M S Boy delos Reyes  09178218409
LOS BANOS Chowking, Vega Ctr, Grove LB SAT M J M M Ferdie Cartano  09228063794
LUCENA Guisseppi Restaurant SAT M J M S Joji Aranilla   09209095545
SABLAYAN  GVD Resto, Buenavista SAT  J  J Boy Abeleda  09209245826
SAN PABLO Coco Palace Nat Hiway SAT M J M S Willie Cadiente  09283025212
SAN PEDRO  (Laguna) - Max’s Resto, Pacita Complex SAT M   -  M   - Jojo Lindaya  09272184854
STA ROSA  Max’s Resto, Balibago Complex SUN M J M M Tony Eugenio  09077659637
STA ROSA WEST Cabalen Restaurant (*Kapihan) SAT J M J  K (*) Mon Puno  09175339351
STA CRUZ Chowking SAT J J J* J Vic Apale  09209181515
TAGAYTAY Taalena Restaurant SAT M J M J Bay Valles  09189499297
TANAUAN Hacienda Darasa  SAT M J M J Vic Mercado  09156406551
LEGAZPI Quick & Hearty SAT - J  - S Ric Quiambao  09182430637
NAGA Champagne Garden SAT S  J  Tom Cecilio  09175583041
SORSOGON Jollibee Sorsogon SAT M - J* - Roger Jamora  09194803147
SAN JOSE  MINDORO Sikatuna Beach Hotel SAT J  -  M  - Bong Espiritu  09285206180
TAAL-LEMERY Wellzone, Lemery SAT  -  M  - J Art Mercado  09297889254
        
VISAYAS        
BALAMBAN Dyan’s Place SUN  - J  -  - Dante  Erasan  09189216756
TOLEDO Cebu Cebeco III Compound SUN J  -  -  M Dante  Erasan  09189216756
BOGO Cebu North Homes, Bogo SAT J - M  Roger Tonacao  09176256977
CEBU NORTH City Sports Club, Ayala SAT J M S M Jojo Cinco  09189378476
CEBU SOUTH Sacred Heart Ctr., D. Jakosalem SAT J M S M Julius Toledo  9208588153
CEBU CENTRAL Casino Espanol de Cebu SAT M S M J Jun Jabatan  09178310768
CONSOLACION Oyster Bay, Bridges Town Ctr SAT - J M J Paskie Tabuao  09228859539
MACTAN Crown Regency Suites SAT M J M S Doxie Cabasagan 09204766218
MANDAUE Montebello Villa Hotel, Banilad SAT M J M S Mar Sequino  09263125821
TALISAY Cebu Chowking Gaisano Tabunok SUN M J - J Lino Canete  09173273780
BAIS PPC SAT - M - J Eden Garcia  09276839648
DUMAGUETE NORTH Bethel G. House SAT J M S - Henry Tan  09179670184
DUMAGUETE SOUTH Plaza Ma. Luisa SAT S M J - Cesar Concepcion 09069376786
SIQUIJOR Webs Legacy Inn SAT J - J - Tata Quilicot  09169638026
SAN CARLOS Carmel’s SAT - M - J Joy Tambis  09383371584
TAGBILARAN NORTH JJ Seafood  SAT - J M M Romy Ruiz  09175468581
TAGBILARAN SOUTH JJ Seafood  SAT - J M (S*) S Dodong Gasatan  09209281471
TALIBON Talibon Pension House SUN - J  J Cleto Garcia  09208016808
TUBIGON Monina’s Inn SUN - J - M Elmer Genita  09322717310
BORONGAN JRC Bldg, Brgy Songco SAT - J - J Sonny Uy  09177222803
CALBAYOG I’s Plant Hotel  SUN J  M - Larry Rubio  09176155945
CATBALOGAN Cocina de Cabral SAT J - M - Egan Gabon  09209241699
CATARMAN Pink City, Catarman SUN - J - J Jess Laodenio  09168763219
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TACLOBAN Sitti Grille Resto SAT L  M  M  J Joseph Escalona 09152153587
BAYBAY Captain Grills SUN - J - S Jim Bernales  09157096938
MAASIN Supercha Restaurant SUN J - S - Yul Gerong  09275597656
ORMOC Pongos Hotel SAT - M J M Tex Peñalosa  09189919551
NAVAL Marina’s Seaside Inn SUN  - J - M Juan Pastor   09153647226
SOGOD KC Clubhouse SAT J - J - Boy Lora 
HILONGOS Marcelino’s Place SAT J - J - Ronald Yan 
PALOMPON PACCI SAT J - M - Reny Frias  09286979641
        
BACOLOD NORTH Quan LS* / Bar 21**/Jollibee& Quan*** SAT M* J** S*** J** Fred Dofeliz   09179155411
BACOLOD SOUTH Time-Out Resto*/ 21st Resto**/   SAT M* S*** M* J** Ernie Pestano 
 Jollibee LS***
SILAY BCBP Center, Santan , Rizal St SAT  M J M Leonel Horvidalla 09104038331
        
ILOILO Day’s Hotel SAT J M S M Rex Debuque  09209474100
MOLO Hotel del Rio, GLuna , Iloilo City SAT J M S M Baby Soriano  09209050533
KALIBO Nazareth Home SAT  J M S M Monchie Rebesencio 09176224862
BORACAY Tropical Guest House Stn 3 SAT J J J J Diony Ruance  09196886656
ROXAS Pizza Junction, Rizal St. SAT J M S M Dante Corros  09189431408
        
MINDANAO        
BUTUAN Luciana Convention Ctr * Priscilla  SAT M* J* M** J* Ricky Tabasa  09103160342
 Guest House**
CDO EAST Sentro 1850 SAT M M J S Paul Yacapin  09175451900
CDO WEST VIP Hotel SAT M S J M Rhady Escarra  09202032610
DAVAO EAST Royal Mandaya Hotel SAT M J M S Hansel Magno  09209522409
DAVAO WEST Marco Polo Hotel SAT J S M J Jojo Abrera  09228264268
DIGOS CAP Building SAT - J - J Macy Directo  09052805519
GEN. SANTOS East Asia Royale Hotel SAT J - J - Danny Hamoy  09177154289
KORONADAL Princessita Pensionne SAT  - J  -  J Dodoy Maulit  09177150670
SURIGAO Gateway Hotel SAT J - J - Jun Bayana  09208344407
TAGUM Miko’s Brew, Apokon Road SAT - J M J Boy Galagala  09155018741
PANABO Maria Clara Resto SAT J  J  Arman Yambao  09189793412
MALAYBALAY Haus Malibu SAT J  - J   - Rod Llacer  09173222031
VALENCIA Jollibee Valencia SAT *J M - J Nick Baliguig  09176281957
DIPOLOG Top Plaza Hotel SAT - J M S Maiko Wong  09228255784
ILIGAN Ma. Cristina Hotel SAT  - M M J Boy San Luis  09183127217
KAPATAGAN Mindanao Civic Cetner, Tubod SAT J - J - Dodo Ebardo  09129562094
OROQUIETA Kamayan sa Oro  SAT J  - J  - Marchito Gonzales 09192205515
PAGADIAN Pinchik Restaurant* Jollibee ** SAT - J* M** J* Joe de Pedro  09178194168
ZAMBOANGA Astoria Hotel SAT J - M - Lino Genel  09274237846
IPIL Sibugay Hotel SAT - J - J Tata Briones  09088721377
        
ABROAD / CALIFORNIA USA        
SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA Maynila Resto*/   Maxs**/Denny’s***/ Sun M*L+ J** J* J*** Nelson Ynion  310-3579973
  Hapag +
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA Max’s,  Vallejo* /  Fresh Pizza, * Sat J*  - J**  - Art Romanos  916-3962008
 Channel St, SL*
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Bringing Christ into the marketplace
and winning the marketplace for Christ.

We are a community of
business people and professionals

committed to living out Christian values
and being change agents in the marketplace.

We accomplish this through a process of
on-going personal conversion, a commitment

to professional excellence, community and nation
building, practice of justice and integrity, and

responsible care for all entrusted to us.

Love for CHRIST.
Love for COMMUNITY.

Love for COUNTRY.
Commitment to the LORD’s work.


