
The Official Publication of the Brotherhood of Christian Businessmen and Professionals-PARAÑAQUE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

METAN   IA 

 

 2014 The Year of Laity, 

Year of  Communion 

 

    by:   Chuck  Colayco 

In  July 2012,  the  Catholic  Bishop's  

Conference  of  the  Philippines  (CBCP)  

issued  a  Pastoral Letter  on  the  era  of  

new  evangelization,  entitled  "Live 

Christ,  Share  Christ - Looking  Forward  

To Our  Five  Hundredth." 

The  CBCP  was  embarking  on  a  nine-

year  journey, starting  October 21, 2012, 

and culminating with  the  Great  Jubilee  

Of  2021  commemorating  the  fifth  

centenary of  the  coming  Christianity  to 

the  country on  March  16, 2021.  The  letter  outlined the central  themes  

as  "Faith"   and  "Evangelization"  to  bind  together  the pastoral  activities  

of  the  church  in  the  Philippines for the next  nine  years. "Evangelization 

indicates  proclamation,  transmission  and  witnessing  to  the  gospel  

given to  humanity  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and the  opening  up  of  

people's  lives,  society, culture  and  history  to  the  person  of  Jesus  

Christ  and  to  His  living  community, the  Church."  (*1) 

What  this  task  of  "New  Evangelization"  expects  to  achieve  is to  

consider  anew  "the  new  methods  and  means  for  transmitting  the  good  

news"  more  effectively  to  the  faithful.  We  are  challenged  anew  to  

foster  renewed  commitment  and  enthusiasm  in  living  out  the  gospel  

in  all  the  diverse areas  of  our  lives,  in  "real-life  practice,"  and  to  

become  more  and  more  authentic  witness  of  our  faith,  as  a  fruit  of  

our  intensified  intimacy  with  the  Lord. 

For  its  part,  the  diocese  of  Parañaque  came  out  with  its  own  series  

of  yearly  celebrations  in response  to  the  challenge  posed  by  the  

Pastoral  Letter  of  the  CBCP  to  the  Philippine  faithful.  

       (Continued on Page 7) 

"Always giving thanks to God the Father for 

everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ."

            - Ephesians  5:20 
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Thanksgiving and 

Gratitude            By:  Allan  Timonera 

 As the year 2014 rolls in, 

most of us have been caught 
up with the inevitable task of 
anticipating the coming year. 
Some of us have perhaps 
immersed ourselves with 
planning for the year ahead, 
still some may have taken 
the  more  distant  approach, 

 and wondered in fact what the coming year will bring. 
As all of us prepare to seek His guidance, it would be 
just fitting to recount how the Lord has been faithful in 
His promise.  Recalling to mind the numerous answered 
prayers, blessings and provisions that the Lord has 
made possible even for the things that we have not 
asked for, will allow us to feel in our hearts the immense 
love of God. 
 
    We acknowledge God’s grace in all the things he has 
bestowed on us, with gratitude we deeply thank Him. In 
so doing it gives us the courage and faith to see how He 
is going to provide for the future  with a  trust  like 
children would rightfully do to their Father. As we 
acquaint ourselves with the act of being grateful, we 
preach the gospel back to ourselves, leading us to a life 
of obedience. We all desire to be closer to God, and 
living  our lives in constant gratitude will lead us in that 
direction. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

          

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Business must contribute to development.  

But we must look at the quality of 

development.  Productivity and 

development need to be balanced with 

integrity, honesty, faith and trust in God 

and love for His people.” 

 

This was the opening statement of His 

Eminence Luis Antonio “Chito” Cardinal  

Tagle  last August 28, 2013,  at  the  34th   

Grand   National  Breakfast Anniversary of 

Brotherhood of Christian Businessmen and Professionals (BCBP). The 

celebration was  held  at the Grand Ballroom of Fairmont Hotel in Makati 

which was  attended by over a thousand members of the BCBP. 

 

Emceed by Joey Avellana, the program started with welcome remarks by 

BCBP’s President, Manny Jimenez.  This was immediately followed by  

Serge de la Fuente’s   introduction of   the anniversary’s guest speaker,  

His Eminence Luis  “Chito” Cardinal Tagle.  

  

In a very informal and laughter-filled talk, Cardinal Tagle made the pitch 

for the right payment of taxes. 

 

“Pay the right amount of taxes, avoid ‘magic’ and cutting corners and, 

most importantly, do business with fairness, honesty and integrity, and 

with much discernment of God’s will.” 

 

In the light of the pork barrel scam, the Cardinal was quick to say: 

 

“ In our experience today, those who became productive not according 

to God’s way eventually lose their productivity.”  

 

Furthermore, he made the plea for the Brotherhood to lead the way. 

 

“ Let the world of business, especially through its corporate social 

responsibility, be a shining example of fairness, honesty and integrity.” 

 

He also added that integrity must be both personal and institutional. 

 

“Personal and institutional integrity must come 

together because a people of integrity  will work 

for systemic integrity.” 

 

“For business to imbibe the development it 

wants to offer, maybe we can turn to the  

Christian faith and learn not only from the clear 

teachings of Christ but also from some of His 

mysterious and even difficult teachings.” 

 

“At first glance, they may sound impractical or impossible.  It’s always 

like that.  But if it is God’s way, then it will bear much fruit.” 

 

The scriptural response and closing prayer were delivered by Bobby 

Atendido, followed by joyful BCBP songs by the SMC6 Music Ministry 

that provided additional inspiration that had the audience in awe long after 

the very touching talk of the Cardinal.   
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'Business must contribute 
to development...' Cardinal Tagle 
    

 

by:  Kats Serraon 

 

34th  BCBP  Breakfast 

Anniversary  with  

Cardinal  Tagle 

 

with Col. Querubin 

with Mench 

Marcelo (Pasay CH) 

&  Ester Vasquez 

(Manila CH) 

with Nico Suñga 

with Darla Escobar 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A grand breakfast with His Excellency, 

President Benigno S. Aquino III, was held last 

October 2, 2013, at the SMX Convention 

Center, Mall of Asia, Pasay City.  The venue 

was  fully  packed  with  BCBP  members and 

guests from the different BCBP  chapters. The 

attendance surpassed the  quota,   despite  the  

short  preparation  period and  the  date  being  

a  weekday.  God is truly great! 

 

Prior to this,  the Presidential Security 

Command laid the security measures that 

have to be strictly observed  throughout     the 

entire event.  The President came with five (5) 

Cabinet Secretaries.   After a sumptuous 

breakfast buffet, catered by Albergus 

Restaurant, the program started with an 

opening prayer by Bro. Manny Jimenez, 

BCBP President; while the welcome address 

was delivered by Bro. Eduardo Bong Pelaez, 

BCBP Chairman of the Board.   He   lifted-up 

President Aquino to God’s loving care and 

protection in leading our country with truth, 

honesty, transparency and integrity. 

 

President Aquino started his speech with 

trusting the Lord in everything and that 

whatever happens is in accordance with 

God’s plans.  He went on to  mention about 

discernment that guides us in our decision-

making as well as  on every step we take along 

the straight path. 

 

Among the corruption schemes he 

emphasized   were the abuse of the PDAF, the 

collaboration of former government officials 

and lawmakers on bribes and anomalous 

transactions, the misuse of the Malampaya 

Fund, the over-importation of rice  and the 

manipulation  of  the   budget   for  automatic 

 

 

 

  appropriations. He said that the  most  

widespread scheme was, ” revising the 

assumptions on foreign exchange rates.”When 

he assumed office, he immediately issued Exec. 

Order No. 1, creating a Truth Commission; and 

Exec. Order No. 2  to nullify all the previous 

administration’s midnight appointments who 

would be roadblocks to reforms.  He appointed  

Leila de Lima as Secretary of Justice; Grace 

Pulido-Tan and Heidi Mendoza in COA;  

Conchita Carpio-Morales as Ombudsman and 

Kim Henares for BIR. These people, to him,  are 

faces of honest government, who favor no one, 

who spare no one, as they bravely go about the 

tasks they have sworn to perform.     
 

The President went on to announce that the 

PDAF has been eliminated, the discretionary 

funds for lawmakers’ projects, and that cases 

against those who allegedly abused the PDAF 

have been filed and that  more cases will follow. 

 

Furthermore, he said that the national budget 

became the primary instrument of corruption 

during the almost a decade term of the previous 

administration.  Funds were still allocated to 

projects that were already done. These became 

savings which the Executive branch spent on 

whichever they pleased.   

 

“Today, in a span of three years, we are 94% 

rice self-sufficient,”  according to the President, 

“ and that we are already exporting higher 

varieties of rice to other countries.” 

 

He mentioned that over-importation of rice, 

Congressional insertions, the misuse of the  

Malampaya fund, the re-enactment of the 

national budget, were some of the mechanisms 

of corruption that the past administration 

utilized for political gains,  not to mention the 

questionable manipulations of the budget and 

other worthless projects. 

 

 

 

The President continued that reforms were 

already   being  implemented, especially      in  

the   Bureau of Customs that has long been 

plagued with corruption.  He has removed 

opportunities for corruption, and that  his 

administration is stricter on spending.  The re-

enactment of  the national budget has stopped, as 

well  as  the insertions, the misuse of the 

Malampaya fund, and  the  over-importation  of  

rice. 

 

 

In closing, President Aquino said:   

 

“Today, we find ourselves at a time where 

we are cleaning up and strengthening our 

systems and processes; at a time when we 

once more face a crossroad – if we choose 

what is right and what is straight.  This is the 

path that will bring us to true and meaningful 

change in society.   

 

It is my hope that, as a people, we will see 

today’s destruction of the culture of 

corruption as part of our goal to achieve 

inclusive growth.  It is true I can accomplish 

little working alone,  compared to what we 

can accomplish working as one people.  If we 

continue to work and  do our part, I promise 

that we will be able to achieve our collective 

aspirations; not merely fleeting reforms, but 

true transformations that we can leave as a 

legacy for succeeding generations.” 

 

 

After a 20-minute speech, the President 

entertained  some questions from the audience 

which  he answered satisfactorily.  It was  around 

10:00 a.m. when the President left the venue. 

 

A  BCBP   GRAND  BREAKFAST  

with  PRES. NOYNOY  AQUINO  

By:  Larry  Tanutan 

 

“Teacher, I will follow You 
wherever You go.”  Matthew 8:19 
 

BCLP 41 Servant’s Reflections 
By Duday Valmonte 
 

Yes, was my answer when I was asked to serve in CLP 41.  But this 

 was after considering the required time, effort and attention; as well  
as my current resources and situation.  It was not easy. But the Lord 

 qualifies and removes all possible obstacles.  It was wonderful to see all the smiles 

from the faces of the participants who came and stayed to finish the course.  No 
less were the smiles from the familiar faces of the other servants who never tire 

each week. I have seen God’s face in each of them. 

 

Like the graduates, I learned from the speakers’  inspiring 

talks and testimonies on how God has worked in their 

lives with the help of the Holy Spirit. These made the 
service worthwhile.  I have heard God’s voice in them. 

 

Towards the end, my Teacher revealed to me where to get 
strength when life’s stumbling blocks come my way, and 

difficult choices had to be made.  The strength is drawn 

from the encouraging words of a brother, from the 
comforting touch of a sister, and from the support and 

understanding of my co-servants.  I have felt God’s love 

from them. 

 

And so I carry on this journey, striving to follow Him wherever He goes.  

Together with our new graduates, John and Jonalyn Ang, Elmer and Noemi Paz, 
Mae Ann Daigo and Liechenn Yatco, I will forever treasure the memories, 

learnings and blessings I have earned from BCLP 41.  
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Lorenzo Nicholas 

Marielle Jeanne 

Yssabel Enzo 

Ramolete kids 

Angel Marco 

Sofie Yuan 

Tristan Alaina 

LORENZO D. PAZ   (Son of Elmer and Noieme Paz) 
I love this time of the year! The spirit of Christmas is the giving and sharing of gifts towards one another. 

We normally don’t give something to one another. However, Christmas enables us to share what we have 

from our heart – and that is the essence of Christmas. 

 

NICHOLAS D. PAZ   (Son of Elmer and Noieme Paz)  
Christmas, an event where we celebrate the birthday of Jesus. It is the time where all of us can forgive 

the one who sinned against us. It is also the time where we can be in peace and harmony. Christmas helps 

us remember and welcome Jesus in our life.  

 

MARIELLE  KO     (Daughter of Nick and Gemma Ko)  
Reminds us that Jesus Christ came into this world to save us from our sins. 

-Give honor to Him. 

-Hear mass. 

-Repent. 

-It is also a time for giving, but giving should be done all year round.  

 

JEANNE  THERESE  BALDRIDGE  (Daughter of Bobby and Ann Baldridge)  
Christmas is not only a time of giving to people of different rankings nor flashing decorations hanging or 

posted to our houses. It is simply a time of being together as one family and showing smiles of 

appreciation of celebrating together. In the eyes of our Lord God, every Christmas day, we are not distinct 

nations of different beliefs but instead we are all one family celebrating His Son’s birth. 

 

ENZO  IGNACIO   (Son of Leo and Liza Ignacio)  
Christmas is the birthday of Jesus. He is my friend and my saviour. 

 

YSSABEL  CAMELLO     (Daughter of Jolan and Mitz Camello )  
1. Spending time with our family.  

2. Celebrate the birth of our saviour Jesus Christ. 

3. FORGIVE and have PEACE with our enemies 

 

DAVE, MARIANNE, JAMES, JOHN PAUL and THERESE RAMOLETE 

 (Children of Homer and Carol Ramolete)  
Christmas is the season of great joy and letting that happiness rub off on others. 

 

ELIZA  ANGEL  TOLENTINO    (Daughter of Fem and Andi Tolentino )  
Christmas is the coming of God's gift to us His only begotten son our Lord Jesus Christ. Its a time for 

happiness and joy. Its a time we receive lots of gifts and the best gift i can give to Jesus is being a good 

girl.     

 

MARCO  ANDAL    (Son of Arnel and Andal Anj )  
Christmas is a special day to celebrate Jesus' birthday.  We have to celebrate and worship Him because 

He saved us from our sins and He put His life in danger for us. 

 

SOFIE  ANDAL     (Daughter of  Arnel and Anj Andal )  
 I believe Christmas is a time for generosity, family and love. Christmas is a special day to reflect on what 

kind of people we have been the past year and a day to celebrate the Lord, our savior's, birth. It's a time 

to see God's work in our lives, and I think it's a time to see that in people too. And if we do, I truly believe 

Christmas is the best time for year, a time to be happy.  

 

YUAN  OBMASCA     (Son of  Orland and Cherry Obmasca )  
Christmas is a time of joy  where we are giving gifts to our family and friends. A time to say thank you 

for all the blessings we are receiving as we welcome the birth of Papa Jesus. 

 

TRISTAN  CAMELLO    (Son of  Jolan and Mitz Camello )  
1. We celebrate christmas by giving gifts to every one we know like cousin , friends, teacher and 

everyone. 

2. We celebrate christmas with our family enjoy christmas to our love ones and to have peace to the 

world and make beautiful christmas this year and God Bless us all. 

 

ALAINA  SARAH  TIMONERA    (Daughter  of  Allan &  Arlene Timonera) 
Christmas  is  God's love  because  this  is  the  day  He sent  His son  Jesus  to  save  us  from  our  sins  

so  that  we can go to heaven  and  be  with  Him. 

 

 

THE  MEANING  OF  CHRISTMAS     

 Compiled  by:   Abelle  Serraon 
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JESUS,  Our  Divine 

Healer               

by   Ed  Quiazon 
 

 

I had a prompting to share in the Friday 

assembly last Oct 3, 2013 when the theme was 
“Victory in the Marketplace.” But for a retiree 

of  the  business s world,   I   can’t  see  how my  

sharing will be relevant so I thought long and hard. I was confined in the hospital for 

a month followed by another half month and a series of check up and laboratory tests 

such that my marketplace is now the medical world. Let me, therefore, share my latest 

medical miracles. 
 

Due to a gall stone that blocked the biliary duct, I had to undergo a procedure starting 

a series of complications, pancreatitis, shingles, alarming heart rate, hypertension, 
fungal infection and five(5) abscess in my pancreatic wall. Further invasive approach 

could not be done due to my very weak condition and I was discharged with a slew of 

medicine that all my six(6) doctors werw hoping to help. But soon after, I got admitted 
again due to high sodium and low potassium and inability to take and hold food orally. 

 

We all know that when we are at the brink of desperation, we hang on to the last thread 
of hope so we pray, pray and pray. One Sunday morning, when trying to be comforted 

by my day long company, the TV set, I chanced on Fr. Fernando Suarez in his regular 

healing mass and again asked Jesus to help me, to heal me. This was followed by two 
more Sunday masses waiting for a sign if Fr. Suarez calls out any sickness that could 

infer to me, but there were none at all. 

 

On his mass last July 22,2013, I prayed “Dear Jesus, today I claim healing and victory 

over my infection. Today, I pray that Fr. Suarez will affirm this healing by calling out 

my ailment and I would know that you have answered my petition.” The healing 
portion of the mass was long but towards the  end of his prayer, he said ‘I pray for 

those people who are suffering from infections.” At that very moment, I felt warm all 

over and I cried. I knew I was given another miracle by my loving God through my 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

That same week, in July 24, 2013, I had my follow up blood tests done and the results 
gave a negative for any infection. The infectious disease specialist himself was in awe 

because of the drastic change considering he only prescribed me with a much lower 

grade of antibiotic. Nevertheless, he still ordered for a re-test after two weeks and he 
had lifted all medications. 

 

Brothers and sisters, final result showed no remaining infection, all of it has gone. 

Even the CTScan ordered by the Gastroenterologist came  out clear for  any   abscess  

concerns.  My  good  doctors   all   agreed  and   echoed  with   me  in  acknowledging   

our   God. 

- “Praise God you are healed and no need for an operation to remove the infection! 

Miracles do happen, Mr Quiazon.” My Endocrinologist even seconded that she will 

also start to watch Fr. Suarez’s Healing Mass especially after monitoring the 

improvements in my blood sugar. She also stopped my insulin and other medicine for 

diabetes. 

Last November, I finally  was ready for my gall bladder removal, the cause of it all. 

Though I did not make it to the less invasive procedure of laparoscopy, we only 

realized after that the traditional operation was the best. The surgeon was able to clean 

up where the infection and abscess used to be and he confirmed that there was none 

left at all. Two passages from the Bible kept me afloat in those dark days, John 14:1 

and I quote “ Do not worry. Trust in God. Trust in Me” and Psalm 50:15 which reads, 

“ Call upon Me in times of distress, I will deliver you and you shall praise My Name.” 

Shalom mga Kapatid!  

 

Traversing  The 

Beauty  Of  Life 
 

by:    Erlin Avelino  and 

         Jeannette  Gillo 

 
 

 

Last Nov. 16-17, 2013, 38 members of 
BCBP Paranaque Chapter attended the 

Advent Retreat at St. Bridget Prayer 

House, Tagaytay City.  The Retreat was 
presided by a young, down to earth, 

energetic, SVD priest, Fr. Ross 

Heruela. 
 

“Traversing the Beauty of Life” was his 

first talk.   He defined the meaning of 
Advent as a commemoration for the 

coming of our Savior.  It achieves peace 

that prepares us to welcome Jesus 
Christ with humility  just the way He 

was born, with humility.  Fr. Ross 

continued that we can accept the reality  
of death through “negativa” and appreciate the beauty of life the negative 

way.  Here are some realizations about life:   

 Life is not infinite.  It is finite. 

 Life is not coincidence.  This retreat has a purpose.  We were 
chosen by God. 

 Life is not lived twice 

 Life is not in our control 

 Life is not ours. 
 

Having learned all of the above, we were ushered in to the thought of 

preparing for our death in this temporal life.  We had some sharing of 
near death experiences.  They can be pleasurable, some can be 

distressing.  The sharing   of our sister below is a pleasurable one. 

 

Traversing the Beauty of Life       By Jeanette Gillo 

 
Psalm 86, verse 1-2 :  “Listen to me, Lord, and answer me for I am 

helpless, and weak.  Save me from death because I am loyal to you; save 

me for I am your servant and I trust in You.” 
 

In August 14, 1975, I delivered my second baby, Jason Jansen Gillo,  now 

37 years old, married, a father of 2, and a graduate of CLP 43).  I knew 
he was alive for I heard him cry aloud and the doctor said “it’s a boy”.  

The next minutes or hours seemed  eternity.   

 

Someone was pinching my big toes and I felt warm tears flowing from my 

eyes to my cheeks.  I DIED.  I was dead.  I knew because I was floating 

with white linen. I was looking at my lifeless body surrounded by my 
relatives praying the novena for the dead in Visayan. 

 

I refused to die.  I talked to someone up there.  I told Him I can’t die now, 
my husband will be left alone with 2 babies.  I begged for my life.  

Honestly, hindi ko alam kung sino ang kausap Ko.  HE MUST HAVE 

BEEN GOD ! 
 

With the realization that indeed there is life after death, we were all 

emboldened to write our living will which we discussed with mixed 
emotions.  Laughters and tears made us  closer with each other as we 

learned each other’s wish for our earthly exit in this world.  

   (Continued  to Page 7) 

Reflections…Reflections…Reflections… 
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Where  the  CBCP's  First  Year  of this  

journey  was  The  Year Of  Faith  (2012-

2013),  the  Parañaque  Diocese'  pastoral  

response  to  the  Year  Of  Faith  was  the  

Year  Of  The  Bible.   Lay  Leaders,  "walking  

together  under  the  light  of  God's  word,"  

were encouraged  to  "resolve  to  begin every  

meeting,  activity  and  endeavour x x x   by  

reading  and  praying  the  sacred  scriptures, 

[thereby]  transforming  their  gatherings  and  

making  their  efforts  more  efficacious!"  (*2) 

 

The  second  Diocesan  response,  for  the  year  

2013,  was  the  Year  Of  The  Eucharist,  

where  we  are  reminded  that,  "uniting  

around  Christ's  redeeming  cross x x x .   The  

mass  we  celebrate  is  our  Sacrament  of  

Unity,  challenging  us  to  overcome  

prejudices  and  fears,  enabling  us  to  forgive  

and  to  seek  forgiveness,  and empowering  

us  to  serve  the  least,  the  lost,  and  the  last"  

(*3).   The  Year  Of  The  Eucharist  

highlighted  the very  source  and  summit  of  

our  Christian  faith,  the  Holy  Eucharist! 

 

The  CBCP's  theme  for  2014  is  Year  Of  

The  Laity.  The  diocese's  response  is  Year  

Of  Communion:  We, as  Church,  are   a  

Communion  of  Saints.   Our  Year  of  the  

Bible  and  our  Year  Of  The  Eucharist  

helped  us  to  realize  that  we  are  marked  by  

Communion  In  The  Faith  and Communion  

In  The  Sacraments.  The  calamities  that  

ravaged  our  nation  and  people  have  opened  

our   eyes  to  our  common  humanity.  No  

one  is  left  unaffected  by lost  lives,  

destroyed property  and  shattered dreams.  If  

one  member  suffers,  all  suffer  together;  if  

none  member  is  honored,  all  rejoice  

together.  (*4) 
 

 

This  communion  in  faith  should move  us  

to  solidarity with  all  who  suffer,  to  realize  

the  universal  call   to  holiness: "all  the 

faithful  of  Christ  of whatever  rank  or  status  

are  called  to  the  fullness  of  Christian  life  

and  perfection  of charity,  which  perfection  

calls for  nothing  less  than  heroic  sacrifice  

and  self-gift,  even  to  the  point  of  giving  

up  pride  and lives  for Christ  in  our  

suffering  brethren. 

 

This Year  of  Communion  highlights  the 

need  for  the  laity  to move  out  of  our  

comfort  zones  and  put  into  practice  the  

nourishing  effect  of  the  word  of  God  and  

the  Eucharist,  and  lead  us, the  laity,  to  a  

certain  level  of  commitment, especially  

towards  the  less  fortunate,  the  

marginalized,  the  outcasts,  and  those  who  

have  "no  status"  in  society.   As  a known  

theologian  put it, "we  can be  helping  the  

poor but  our  hearts  are  somewhere  else;  

we  might  have  set  up  development  

programs  for  the  poor  but  have not  seen  

what  it  means  to  be  poor."   Our  focus  

should  be  on  the  experience and  encounter  

perspective,  the  way  of  the  saints  where  

experiencing Jesus  leads  them  to  be  one 

with  the  poor  and  to  experience  Jesus in  

His  people.   Our  response,  "Year  of  

Communion,  breaking  bread  with  the  

poor." 
 

(The  official  Parañaque  Diocese  Official  

Year  Title,  Taon  Ng  Komunyon, Damayan  

Sa  Kabanalan  At  Kabayanihan) 

(*1,2,3,4 --  portions  lifted  from the  Pastoral  

Letter  from  the  Diocese  of  Parañaque) 

 

2014  The Year of Laity (cont. from  Page 1) 

 

...The Beauty Of Life                      (Continuation  from Page 6) 

 

 
The day ended with a Lord’s Day dinner, Holy Hour and confessions.  We were all given the chance to 

undergo the sacrament of reconciliation. 

 

The second day talk was entitled “A Beautiful Life in Service”.  We worked around the gospel of John 13: 

verses 1-20.  Insights caught were: 

 Kenosis is self enmity – God gave up His being King to be with sinners so they can be one with Him. 
 Purification – His face is hidden in the old testament.  We were able to see His image through Jesus  

 Service of the Church from rugged individualism to collaboration, as achieved in Vatican  2, from 

evangelizing to being evangelized. 

 Service for the family – provide time to serve your loved ones. 

 Service for God’s creation -  serve mother earth.  Creation is groaning.  We must stop 

people from looting mother earth.  We must act now. 

 

Fr. Ross, indeed, had done a paradigm shift for most of us.  He had planted the seeds for us to 

look forward and be bold in facing the beauty of life and even death. Thank you, Father Ross, 

now we have a deeper meaning of the advents in our life.  Finally, I say, TO GOD BE THE 

GLORY ! 

 

Pope Francis’  New 

Year’s Resolution: 

1. Don’t gossip. 

2. Finish your meals. 

3. Make  time for others. 

4. Choose more humble purchase. 

5. Meet the poor “in the flesh.” 

6. Stop judging others. 

7. Befriend those who disagree. 

8. Make commitments such as 

marriage. 

9. Make it a habit to  “ask  the  Lord.” 

10. Be happy. 

 

Ladies After Christlikeness & 

Experience (LACE), a once-a-month 

fellowship group for the ladies of BCBP 

Paranaque Chapter was launched last 

February 1. Guest speaker was Carla 

Siojo who talked on the “BCBP Ladies, 

the Classic Christians”.   
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OPLAN HATID : 

Faith in Action 
By:  Jun Ignacio 

 

Super Typhoon Haiyan/Yolanda first made its 
landfall in Guiuan, Samar on 08 November 2013. 

A day or two after, news started to trickle in about 

the massive destruction wrought by this super 
typhoon to some parts of our country, particularly 

in the Visayas region. 

 
As in previous calamities, my immediate response was to offer prayers and 

give a quick donation to our parish fund raising drive for help to our adversely 

affected countrymen. Watching TV footages of the disaster filled me with a 
sense of pity and helplessness for those who perished and for the survivors who 

lost loved ones and properties as well. 

 
BCBP Paranaque thought of ways how to extend help aside from the usual 

sending of donations in cash and in kind. Immediately, Paranaque Chapter 

governance held emergency meeting and decided to enjoin its willing members 
to be part of the Oplan Hatid which many members of each unit said yes to 

the call. A ‘ donate a ride’ initiative which all started  as a social media 

campaign which captures the spirit of volunteerism after  super typhoon 
Yolanda. According to James Deakin, the unofficial Oplan Hatid’s 

spokesperson “ It’s more than transport, it’s support” was the Oplan Hatid 
slogan. This was participated by a lot of individuals and community 

organization like BCBP . 

 
On November 16, 2013, in a joint breakfast of our Paranaque Chapter, Sis. 

Abelle Serraon received a text blast which she forwarded to me. It was a call 

for volunteers to come over to Villamor Air Base (VAB). Survivors/IPDs 
(internally displaced persons) were fleeing Tacloban and other calamity-hit 

areas and were coming in hordes on return trips of C-130s and C-17s, the 

transport planes that brought relief goods to the disaster areas. Volunteers were 
needed to act as marshals, counsellors, medics, food servers, cleanup 

/maintenance crew, etc. 

 

Though the opportunity to put faith in action nagged me, it still took two days 

for me to respond to the challenge. On November 18, I went to VAB intending 

to volunteer as a marshal. After listening to a briefing for would be marshals, I 
went to another tent, this one for volunteer-drivers. In here was born my love 

affair with OPLAN HATID. I registered and after about an hour, had my first 

“hatid”, a group of five (5) who were seeking shelter in the house of a relative 
residing in Welfareville, Addition Hills, Mandaluyong. I returned to VAB and 

made one more “hatid”, this time to Signal Village in Taguig. Unfamiliarity 

with the place led me to a circuitous route but with the Lord’s guidance, I was 
able to reach home safely. Listening to the survivors’ tales of what they went 

through always had me in the verge of tears. I was only able offer them comfort 

by telling them that God is good and He will surely deliver them from their 
afflictions in His time.  

 

Thereafter, nearly a day passed when my feet won’t itch to take Novy (pet name 
given by my apo Enzo to our Toyota Innova) to VAB to provide transport to 

brethren who needed a ride to their refuge in the big city. Up until December 

20 when the operation took a breather for the CHRISTmas break, I have logged 

a total of sixty-six (66) “hatids” from as near as the Partas Bus Terminal in 

Pasay to as far as Mataas na Kahoy, Batangas. 

 
There were days when I felt so tired after a day’s run, like when I brought a 

family bound for Abra to the Viron Bus Terminal in Cubao. Due to the 

humungous traffic, the trip took all of four (4) hours for the roundtrip to VAB. 
However, the plain and simple thank you from the survivors was enough to 

pump up my adrenalin and come back for more. This simple act of 

volunteerism gave meaning to one of the BCBP sayings that I love – “the joy 
in service”.  

 

And as I previously posted in the OPLAN HATID web page . . . going to VAB 
has become an ADDICTION . . .Try it . . . Guaranteed no REHAB needed in 

kicking out the habit .   TO  GOD BE THE GLORY.  

 

WITH  HIS  MIGHT, WE 

FIGHT ! A 2013 CATCHFIRE Experience  
 

By:   Andrea Tupaz Tolentino 

 
Last December 1, 2013, Fem and I attended the 

Catchfire celebration together with some members  

who rode with us.   The others went with  their own 
transportation.  It was the second time we attended 

this yearly celebration.  So,  we expected lots of 

singing, praising, praying together with other 
Catholic communities.  However, this time it’s 

more exciting since it’s Dec. 1 and Christmas is in 

the air. 
 

When we arrived at the ULTRA,  Bro. Orland was there to provide us with the 

entrance tickets.  We got there early so that we were able to find a comfortable 
place at the lower level  where we can see the stage.   

 

The celebration started at 1:30 p.m. with a Holy Mass, after which the prayer 
rally began.  Msgr. Soc Villegas talked about the true meaning of Advent: “ we 

listen more, we love more, we let go more.”  This made me understand more the 

true meaning of Advent. As the activity progressed, the place became crowded 
with brothers and sisters from different Catholic communities.  The audio-visual 

presentation was so powerful, it touched my heart.  Fired up by the Spirit, we 

said YES to the mission as One people, giving all for the King.  But the battle is 
far from over.  We claim His victory over the world’s darkness.  So let us ignite 

the fire once more.  WITH HIS MIGHT, WE FIGHT !  Everybody started singing, 

raising their hands in praise.  It was a joyful experience.  My heart overflowed 
with joy that brought tears in my eyes. Amazing  was the first word that came to 

my mind.  Listening to the sharings and testimonies was very inspiring and 

touching.  There were also teachings and interpretative dance by the youth. 
 

We are so blessed to belong to BCBP Paranaque Chapter.  We had the 

opportunity to attend the Catchfire celebration and experience God’s love and 
blessings.   It gave us hope and strength to overcome difficulties,  for we know 

that God is always with us.  He guides us to our Christian  life journey with the 

BCBP community.  Really, with His Might, we Fight!! 
 

BICUTAN  OUTREACH 

TRANSFERS  BREAKAST 

VENUE 
By Molo Borsoto 
 
The BCBP-Bicutan Outreach has transferred its 

regular Men’s/Joint Breakfast venue, from 

Jollibee along Dna. Soledad avenue to 
McDonald’s on the same street just a few meters 

away.  The transfer addressed the parking 

problem  since  the   Manager  of   RCBC  across   

McDonald’s allowed parking inside the bank’s compound.  Incidentally, the 

branch manager is a new member of BCBP who occasionally attends the men’s 

breakfasts and we look forward to his transfer to the Bicutan Outreach. 
 

The Outreach holds regular Action Group Meetings (AGMs) every 2nd and 4th 

Thursday of the month.  Bro. Noel Azarcon, our Mission Head, and Bro. Ciso 
Cayabyab, our Breakfast Head, often attend our AGMs.  Bro. Ciso continuously 

provides spiritual and leadership formation to the members. No less than our 

Chapter Head, Bro. Allan Timonera, joined us in several occasions for follow-
up talks and important announcements. 

 

The Outreach is highly visible in most of the Paranaque Chapter’s activities.  
We look forward to expanding its membership by inviting BCBP members and 

former members who are residents of Better Living and adjoining subdivisions. 
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EDITORIAL  TEAM 

Editor  in Chief:      Leni  Arceo             Layout :                Arlene  Timonera 

Editorial  Board:     Orland  Obmasca, Allan  Timonera,  and  the  Governance Members                    Photographer:      Kats & Abelle Serraon 
 

For  comments,  suggestions, contributions  or  submission  of  articles,  email  them  to  bcbpmetanoia@yahoo.com 

METANOIA  -  a  Greek  word  which  means  “the  renewal  of  the  mind”  (Romans 12:2).   The  official  publication  of  BCBP – Parañaque Chapter.  It  is  envisioned  

to  be  a  catalyst  and  a  witness  to  the  “metanoia”  of   the  BCBP  community  and  an  evangelizing  tool.  It  is  published   semi-annually  by the PSD.                         

 

 

BCLP #41  Graduates 
 

I learned a lot in CLP 41. It deepened 

my understanding of Jesus 

Christ, and It strengthened my faith 

on him. The people were very warm 

and friendly and I met new friends. I 

learned  how to share and to be more 

open to other people. It was an 

unforgettable experience. 

                           By  Elmer  Paz   

Other graduates of CLP41  are  John & Jonalyn Ang.  

Liechenn Yatco  and  Mae Ann Daigo. 

    

Yolanda Relief  Operation 

CatchFire  Rally  at  

Ultra 

Scrapbook… 


