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To quote Sis Arlene, “This will be a good pay-it-forward activity and a chance 
to get our chapter to work as a community. Let us join in the preparation of 
the meal packs and not just assign one group to do everything. Not everyone 
may hold knife and ladle but everyone's presence in the preparation will build 
us a caring community, not to mention the fun of fellowship with one 
another”. Indeed, it  doesn’t matter what role we play in the chapter.  

     Continued  to  Page 2 

 

Let Us  Serve  The  Lord 
By: Orland & Cherry Obmasca   
 

To God be the glory!   We’ve 
come this far by faith. Let us all be happy 
as we celebrate our chapter’s 20th year of 
existence today July 12,2014, at The 
Village Sports Club, BF Homes, 
Paranaque City. Our chosen bible verse 
for this year’s celebration is very 
encouraging: “ As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord “…Joshua 24:15. 

  This has touched our hearts to serve the Lord as we do our 
individual share to evangelize the market place  and demonstrate God's 
faithfulness to our chapter over the years. 

 
 ”Get all members involved and let us invite everyone in the 

chapter”. This guideline presented by our Chapter Head, bro Allan 
Timonera, challenged your Program & Services Director. it was very heart 
warming to hear from the members  that they were happy to help in the 
preparation of our anniversary celebration. Let us  walk you through in this 
year’s celebration  as we impart and reflect on our history, as we connect 
and reconnect with our members and to highlight the chapter’s main 
purpose in the market place. That was how our theme for this year’s 
celebration was conceptualized, a homecoming celebration.  

 

As early as last year, we have already identified  the members 
of the  anniversary’s steering committee and sub committees.  Their job 
is to plan and coordinate all the elements of the celebration and 
collaborate with the Program and Services Director.  We thank everyone 
for their untiring support in making the celebration a reality. We’ve 
assigned the unit of bro George and Sis Malou Torregoza  and we also 
tapped talents from other units  whose abilities and interests will be of 
great help to the success of the event, particularly on how the history and 
milestone of the chapter will be presented. And these  critical roles were 
assigned to bro Kats and sis Abelle Serraon. We faced up the challenge 
of collecting old bulletins and pictures of the chapter’s activities  to 
showcase the chapter through the years. Sis Arlene took on the 
responsibility of getting these from our members. Quite hard a task 
because our technology then has a big gap with what it is today - digital 
age, but the challenge has been stormed by the help of our members who 
volunteered to share their chapter’s pieces of memories  Really, now is  
the time to get everyone involved to obtain a well organized 
documentation of our chapter. 

 
We have so much to celebrate as we reach our 20th year and, 

rather than to squeeze our celebration into a one-day program,  a kick off 
activity was held - a FEEDING EVENT last  July 5, 10:30am (after BCBP 
Bkfast at Max's) at PCJ.  
 

an  Anniversary  Message                                                                                              

                     By:  Allan Timonera 

 

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” –

Joshua 25:15.  The BCBP Paranaque community has 

done so much for the past 20 years. As we 

commemorate the beginning of our chapter, we do so 

with full gladness  in our hearts  and   gratefulness to  

the Lord for guiding and being with us. 

 

Serving the Lord is faithfulness to the BCBP mission of re-evangelizing the 

businessmen and professionals in the marketplace. Our brothers and sisters in 

Tuguegarao, Imus, San Jose and now Bicutan who have once again recommitted 

themselves to the Lord, are the fruits of our serving the Lord. We have served and 

indeed expanded the house for Him, and there will always  be plenty of room for 

more brothers and sisters. 

We have come a long way in 20 years, and change is a big part of it. The marketplace 

has evolved and even in our own community here in Paranaque, we might say that 

the next generation of brothers and sisters has now started to become a part of us. 

The BCBP mission has become more challenging, somehow we feel the need to 

adjust our approach in reaching out to the businessmen and professionals out there, 

but at the same time mindful and even anxious if we are conforming to the ways of 

the world  in doing so.  

However changing the world out in front of us, the unchanging formula of 

conversion, commitment and commissioning is the foundation rock on which the 

BCBP Paranaque is anchored. As we venture into the 3rd decade of our community 

life, the challenge therefore is to blend our approach or otherwise adapt to conditions 

of the marketplace, with the right blend of our own unchanging formula. As the Lord 

says in John 21:6 “ Children, you do not have any fish, do you? They answered Him, 

“No.”  And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right hand side of the boat and you 

will find a catch.” So they cast, and they were not able to haul it in because of the 

great number of fish. 

Happy 20th Anniversary to Paranaque BCBP. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEEDING   EVENT,     

 a  Prelude  to  the Anniversary Celebration 
By:   Malou  Azarcon 

 

 

          As a fitting kick-off to the 20th BCBP 
Parañaque anniversary celebration on July 
12th, we wholeheartedly put together a fine 
way to remember our brethren who yearn to 
have a portion of what we ordinarily enjoy! 
On July 5, Saturday,  thirty-three (33) BCBP 
Paranaque  members  and   five  (5)  guests 
trooped to the Parish of the Child Jesus Church (PCJ) along Aguirre 
Ave., Phase 3 BF Homes, to serve an early lunch to ninety children. 
The kids were visibly overjoyed upon seeing what we laid before 
them: inviting spaghetti and juicy hotdogs packed in individual 
servings plus juices, sandwiches and cupcakes! The Parañaque 
members were delighted in serving the kids who gathered earlier for 
catechism class. One could feel the joy of “sharing” on this occasion 
as members busied themselves handing out all the goodies that had 
been spread on the tables. The photos on this spread are the lasting 
proof that we should do a good turn to our less fortunate brethren 
when the opportunity presents. This occasion of sharing was clearly 
a reminder that “God the Father directly willed us to make everything 
happen”. By the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, our Chapter Head, 
Allan Timonera and wife Arlene introduced the idea of feeding the 
children of informal settlers residing around the “lagoon” as our way 
of thanksgiving for having reached the 20th year of BCBP 
Paranaque. And so this inspiration was carried out; “give all glory to 
the Father! Like Jesus, let us remember that we are only ‘sent’ and 
we cannot be greater than the One who sent us!” Happy 20th 
anniversary and here’s to many more years of evangelization, 
service  and  joy  to  all! 
 

Let Us Serve The Lord   Continued from Page 1    

 

Also, today we are  giving out our anniversary issue of  
Metanoia (chapter’s newsletter) that documents significant activities we 
had for the entire half semester of 2014. The need to update our 
membership directory is also very timely as we just had completed BCLP 
42, and  with  this, we are distributing the 2014 version of our directory. 
While there are really so many things to accomplish, we will make it 
happen with God’s guidance. 

We offer our anniversary and commemoration to the Lord by 
starting the celebration  with a Mass, followed by a fellowship to  welcome 
and greet everyone while we  share simple dinner. We are to hear the 
inspiring message of our Chapter Head Bro. Allan Timonera, as well as  
exciting messages from our dear Mancom members who grace our 
occasion with their presence. It is very interesting for the membership to 
revisit how BCBP Paranaque Chapter came into existence  through an 
audio visual presentation . From the past years, the pillars of Paranaque 
Chapter, will be recognized  and present them again to the chapter to 
relive their memorable experiences as they lead us in the market place 
and how they and their loved ones are  blessed by the Lord . We will also 
show BCBP Paranaque in action as we listen to the meaningful sharings 
of our great leaders/members on their challenges in evangelizing the 
market place. At the end of these all, with our chapter head proposing a 
toast as a symbol of success of the  chapter from the past and the coming 
years as we step forward together in faith. 

So, why is this year’s celebration special that  we want to 
celebrate it in a  grand scale?  Our 20th chapter anniversary will present a 
narration of how the chapter grew (from the 1st BCLP to the recent 
graduates of BCLP 42), of the LORD'S wonderful works,  as we  preserve 
the memory of how God has worked in our individual  lives and our 
chapter. In this year’s celebration, we show  our  strong sense of history, 
a better sense of identity as a chapter, as we forge ahead, periodically   
looking back, to rediscover how our chapter  came into being; our 
chapter’s milestones in the market place and how it has grown and 
changed over the spread of  twenty (20) years.  

This year’s  celebration gives individual member  the 
opportunity to come together in focusing on the chapter  as a body of 
faithful  believers who have been blessed by the Lord. It's an occasion for 
the chapter members of all ages to tell and hear stories of the past and 
present days, of the chapter moving forward. So,  let us continue serving 
the Lord.    Happy 20th Anniversary BCBP Paranaque! 
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One should never miss out the BCBP BCMR weekend. 

 
Invited in 2013, we begged off joining due to schedule constraints.  
This was almost exactly the same situation we were in this year, but, 
God is good all the time! Everything else is history, the BCMR 
Weekend is one of the most memorable experiences that we as a 
couple would cherish and treasure forever. 
 
The Brotherhood Christian Marriage Retreat Weekend was more 
than just a retreat that one can imagine. The talks were very 
enriching, and the activities that ensued were unique and 
inexplicable.  But, I think the clincher to it all was the renewal of 
marriage vows - the vows which we first exchanged when we settled 
down as man and woman, a reminder of our love and commitment 
to each one which we expressed in 1997. 
 
So how was it?  Simply amazing! 
 
We arrived at about 8AM Saturday Morning with the warm welcome 
from the Alabang host chapter.  It was just like being home away 
from home! And, it was a pleasant surprise to see fellow Paranaque 
chapter couples attending with us for the next two days. 
 
Day two would never be complete without time spent with our Love 
one in prayer. I remember that special moment we had when we 
exchanged our intimate dialogue with our partner with God as 
witness.  It was a heart-warming experience of mutual admiration, 
forgiveness and love.  As the saying goes, all’s well ends well! By 
midnight, we ended the evening offering our commitment to re-live 
our long and lasting love with God by our side. 
 
Day three may be the most cherishing morning i can ever remember.  
It’s such an overwhelming feeling walking down the aisle with the 
one person you know you are betrothed for life! 
 
Saying goodbyes is the least one could ever do after spending two 
days of learning, fun and laughter.  But, farewells do happen!  We 
may have returned back to our ordinary living, but the memories we 
hold will last a lifetime! 
 
It was a truly rewarding 
and fulfilling weekend 
journey of 
strengthening one’s 
marriage union.  And for 
this, I’m truly grateful to 
Paranaque Chapter 
Head Bro Allan & Sis 
Arlene Timonera and 
AGL Bro Molo & Sis 
Venie Borsoto. 
 
Carpe Diem! 

 
 

 

The Chapter had a 

wonderful and memorable  
Valentine’s Breakfast 
celebration last Feb. 15, 2014 
at  Fortunata Village Club 
House in Sucat, Paraňaque 
City.  What made the affair a 
very romantic  event  was the 

 ‘first time’ breakfast sharing  of  two couples.  A mixture of  young and 
old blood members.  The energetic  Bro. Bobby and Maryann Baldridge 
aka Bea Alonzo  and  the dashing tall, dark and handsome Bro. Fem and 
Andi Tolentino aka Sharon Cuneta.  Their love stories were both funny 
and endearing that made the audience swooning with continuous  ohhs 
and ahhs throughout the sharings.   The event was perfectly emceed  by  
Sister Duday Velmonte and Bro. Jun Sanchez. The breakfast portion 
ended with a closing response of our past Chapter Head Bro. Joe Gillo 
thru a beautifully crafted prayer. 

 

The lovable couple Bro. Ed and Ginny Quiazon  facilitated the Wines, 
Roses and Songs portion of the program.   They made the  affair so 
alive and  raucous with their wit, humor and funny adlibs and their 
distinct professional  handling  of this portion of the program.    

 

Of course, a party is not a party without the games.   The  organizers,  
crafted a very unique “Hulaan” game for the entire community.   Old 
pictures of members on their not so long ago youthful couple  poses  
brought the house down with numerous  failed guesses of  members 
portrayed  in the pictures.  Failed guesses made the activity more lively 
and  energetic while  successful guesses were greeted with applauses.   
To me, it was like a sentimental journey  to the past  of seeing our older 
members  during their  prime days in their black, brown  and white  
pictures.  They could easily  give  a stiff competition to the facial  value 
of  actors and actresses  today, considering  how dashingly handsome 
and beautiful BCBP member couples we do have in our midst.   Kudos to 
our PSD Director Bro. Orland and Sister Cherry  for this ingenuity.  More 
of this please next time. 

  

As part of this preparation, my sister wife and I also  created a  
Valentine’s Wall of memories for the photo ops portion.   Couples and 
groups readily posed  in their  best postures and antics with the 
valentine’s wall in the background.   The pictures were immediately 
uploaded  to the BCBP Paranaque Facebook  account for everybody to 
see.  Unknowingly,  so many pictures of members were greeted with 
gladness by friends  and relatives who have not seen them for a long 
time on their best lovable postures and on a Valentine setting at that. 

 

The sumptuous food prepared by our Unit Leader Bro. Rey and Meng 
Navia was  delicious and equally matched the occasion.   Lastly, our 
Chapter Head Bro. Allan Timonera  gave a meaningful closing remarks  
mentioning his  appreciation for a job well done for the organizers. 

 

Of course, the event would not have been a huge success without the 
participation of everybody.   The Fortunata Hall with wide expanse 
parking area was also fittingly ideal for the occasion.   See you at our 
next gathering which, of course if you are reading this right now, you 
just enjoyed,  our 20th Chapter Anniversary Celebration!  
Congratulations to all of us! God bless BCBP Paranaque Chapter! 
 

Wine, Roses and Songs-            
A Valentine’s Day Celebration   

By:  Joel  &  Susan  Millena 

A Marriage Retreat   
to Remember  

By:  Jun &  Che  Sanchez 
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The BCBP CLP 42 was 

unprecedented in being the 

first for many in BCBP 

Paranaque’shistory.  Firstly, 

it was the first time that a 

small group Christian Life 

Program was conducted       

by the chapter.  Secondly, 

onlyan   action   group   and 

 specifically our action group, Danny Balili Group, will conduct the 

CLP.  And thirdly, on a personal note, the duties of leading the 

discussion were handed down to us. 

Having served in previous CLPs as members of the service team,  we 

were aware of the big tasks that lay ahead.  This time however it’s 

definitely a step up to the next level, as we were assigned to be the 

discussion leaders! 

The preparation itself was hectic and a frantic one as the main service 

team is our action group which is basically composed of just four 

couples – our former chapter head Bro. Monching  and Sis Fe Sunga,  

Bro Arnell  and Sis Marilyn Marciano, our group/course leader Bro 

Danny and Sis Alma Balili and us.  Through the leadership of Mission 

Director Bro Noel and Malou Azarcon and through sheer faith in God, 

the very first Small Group Christian Life Program in Paranaque 

commenced on March 29, 2014. 

As the program progressed however, we witnessed the spirit to serve in 

the BCBP community as everything fell into place – from the presence 

of the leadership through the Governance, the prayers from the 

Intercessory Group and to the tireless support from the rest of the Service 

Team.   Bro. Rey Montemayor provided his invaluable support as the 

DL in facilitating the discussions on Table 1.   

Personally, the highest point in this CLP is the one-on-one discussions 

with the participants.  We hoped that with these discussions, we could 

impart to the participants a positive relationship with God, their family, 

co-workers and community members.  In the course of our discussions, 

we found ourselves in them just as when we were undergoing our own 

CLP.   We found ourselves genuinely concerned on their spiritual 

journey with BCBP and as DLs, we resolved that we must not just see 

them through with this CLP but also to inspire the participants to become 

truly active members in the mission of evangelizing the marketplace and 

take part in all BCBP activities.   

We are very grateful to the Lord who inspired us, as well as enlighten 

our participants to make this unprecedented CLP a success.  We are 

thankful to the Lord for arranging our schedules that paved the way for 

us to make it on all those Saturdays for CLP.  We were truly inspired by 

all the speakers for sharing the words and teachings of the Lord.  We 

were proud and, at the same time,  humbled by the way our participants 

have accepted us with the small way we have tried to guide them in their 

search for the spiritual life through the BCBP.  And we thank the Good 

Lord for showing us the way. 

 

UNPRECEDENTED   “Those who seek me,  find me”  - Proverb 8:17 

By:   Kats  & Abelle  Serraon 
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“Ang na-experience ko sa Bcbp ay 

masaya.   Sa bible sharing lalo na noong 

nag baptism kami sobrang nakakagaan ng 

kalooban ko. Noong nag graduate kami 

ang saya-saya ko nun, hindi ko akalain na 

natapos ko bclp … thank you sa lahat ng 

Bcbp!         - Juvi Sabang 
 

“BCLP experience brought me closer to 

God. I came to know Him better during 

the speaker’s talks. The sharing was 

what I like most and concerns being 

prayed over by the intercessory.   

       - Ai-ai  Ebardo   

 

 

“Being baptized from the Spirit with my 

brothers in prayer at my side was my 

greatest treasure – an intense communion 

which was simultaneously human and 

divine.  - Bert Monteron 

  

 

“After having worked abroad and finally 

decided to settle in the Philippines, I have long 

been searching for a community. And I finally 

found the BCBP!    - Rolly Manalo 

 

 

 

“Bclp helped us 

strengthen our faith 

in God and added a 

new meaning in our 

prayer life”.   -  Rod 

& Pia Chang 

 

 

 

 

 

“BCLP changed me into 

a better and renewed 

person. It moved me 

closer to God and to His 

blessings!” -  Edu 

Ricafrente 

 

 

“BCLP is such a wonderful renewal experience, it 

feels so good to be loved by our Almighty God!”  -  

Joie Ricafrente  

 

 

 

 

“Through CLP, I experienced and 

realized the simple way of God’s 

calling and here in BCBP is where I 

found more strength and tranquility.” 

-Ian Aquino 
 

 

 

“CLP 42 was a blessed experience, a real 

game changer. God is great! God is good all 

the time! Mabuhay ang BCBP!”                            

                                                 -Jed Danosos 
 

 

 

 

"My BCLP experience was a journey, in 

fact a pilgrimage, towards a new 

intimacy with Jesus.""   

 -Jeck Dimalanta 
 

 

"My experience with the BCLP reminded me 

that more than success and fame, our true 

purpose is to have a deep and intimate 

relationship with Jesus. If you place God at the 

center of your universe, you will have 

fulfillment like no other. You will have true 

joy and happiness, genuine love and a real life 

of grace. -  Iz Rodriguez 
 

 "My experiences with BCLP was fun in 

meeting new people and be inspired. It was 

more and level-up experienced Life in the 

Spirit seminar. It was an experience that helps 

me to be better or be the best that I can be with 

God's guidance. -  Dessa Rodriguez 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  BCLP42 Course Leaders:  Danny & Alma Balili 

 

 

The  BCLP-42   
Graduates 

The BCLP 42 was conducted 
in April-June 2014 
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 During my childhood days, my favorite form of exercise was to 

go to a body building gym and try all of the available gym 
equipment that would enhance the toning of my body muscles.  I 
also loved playing basketball and other competitive sports. As I 
got older, I find myself shifting  to jogging and brisk walking.  
 
 

Last March 2014, my family and 
I joined the BCBP Fun Walk Be 
Honest Campaign wherein six 
(6) chapters from the BCBP 
South of Metro Manila 
participated  It was a joyful event 
for me and my family to see 
other members from different 
BCBP chapters running, 
walking, bonding and just simply 
enjoying each others’ company.  

Some were taking souvenir pictures while others were really 
serious with their intense running workout. After the fun walk, the 
activity was made even more especial with the celebration of the 
Holy mass at Don Bosco Greenbelt Chapel Mall. Truly BCBP Way 
of Life supports total wellness: Mind, Body and Spirit! 

 

After the Fun Walk, I suddenly recalled what my life was prior to 
my joining our BCBP Family. I I frequently jogged before for one 
hour a day inside our village located in Better Living. I jogged not  
to exercise but to literally run away from my problems. It was 
during those running sessions that I saw the tarpaulin posted on 
the wall of the Mary Help of Christians Parish which stated : Be 
Honest even if others are not, even if others will not, even if others 
cannot. Walking a little bit further, I saw another tarpaulin inviting 
all businessmen and professionals to join a breakfast to be held in 
one of the fast food restaurants in Better Living Paranaque.  

 

At that time, my family was struggling financially with tons of debts  
to settle. I used to work as an executive of a corporation but I had 
to let go the job.  The sudden loss of income caused me sleepless 
nights due to financial worries.  Seeing those two (2) tarpaulins 
made me think “ano ang ibig sabihin sa akin nitong mga messages 
na ito?” Anyway, one rainy Saturday, my wife and I attended the 
Bicutan Outreach Breakfast and the rest was history. With God’s 
grace, we are now full pledged BCBP members since 2012. 

 

God really works in very mysterious ways. I didn’t expect that 
those days of literally running away from my problems with no 
sense of direction,   eventually led me to my Yahweh and to the 
BCBP family. 
 

 God is really good all the time! He saved me from drowning from 
the depths of my financial struggles. Though it is true that until now, 
I still run to temporarily free and clear my mind of my worries, but 
the big difference of my running   
now is that I know where I am 
headed for and that the directions 
are crystal clear- leading to God’s 
precious love. I also understand 
now that I don’t have to run alone 
anymore, for now, I am running 
with the BCBP Family in my 
pursuit of a merciful and loving 
God. 

 

June 12,  2014.  Instead of spending 

our day strolling in the mall or doing 

personal errands,. we joined, for the 2nd 

time the  BCBP SMMR tree  planting 

activity held in C6 Bgy. Hagonoy, Taguig 

City. The activity was well attended by 

the 7 chapters in South Metro Manila 

Region. This time, Parañaque Chapter 

was bigger in number than last year. It 

 was good to see that most of the newly graduates of BCLP 42 were 

all present.  

Although it was our second time on  this kind of event,  we 

were still excited especially  our daughter ANGEL. Let me say that 

this is not a small event.  This will have a  big, big impact in the 

future. There was bonding, happiness and cooperation within the 

community together with their families. 

 Before we started, we were told  by DENR representative 

that our first tree planting activity in Bgy. Ibayo Tipas, Taguig City 

was destroyed , or removed because of the DPWH project which 

was implemented without informing any concerned unit not even the 

Barangay. Disappointed,  but still it cannot stop our goal or mission 

of  this event. This tree planting activity does not only have a big 

impact in the future but also in ourselves especially the young ones. 

This endeavour gives them the knowledge on how to protect, care 

and be concerned in our environment.    God bless to all. 

 

Fun Walk With My 
BCBP Family  by:  Bobby Baldridge 

Sagip Kalikasan… BCBP 

goes treeplanting    by:  Fem Tolentino 

EDITORIAL  TEAM 

Editor  in Chief:      Leni  Arceo          

    

Editorial  Board:     Orland  Obmasca, Allan  Timonera,  and  the  Governance 
Members  

Photographer:      Kats & Abelle Serraon 

Layout :                Arlene  Timonera 
 

For  comments,  suggestions, contributions  or  submission  of  articles,  email  them  

to  bcbpmetanoia@yahoo.com 

METANOIA  -  a  Greek  word  which  means  “the  renewal  of  the  mind”  

(Romans 12:2).   The  official  publication  of  BCBP – Parañaque Chapter.  It  is  

envisioned  to  be  a  catalyst  and  a  witness  to  the  “metanoia”  of   the  BCBP  

community  and  an  evangelizing  tool.  It  is  published   semi-annually  by the 

PSD.                         
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JOHN’S REFLECTION:     

     
When I heard about the Lenten retreat, I never hesitated to block off its date The 

only thing I know when I went there is that this retreat will help me to be closer 

and be more like Jesus. What struck me the most was when the people around 
Jesus ( close and trusted friends) like Peter, Judas and the rest of his disciples and 

followers, inspite of his knowing that Peter would deny him three(3) times,  Judas 

would betray him, the rest were doubtful about Jesus would rise from the dead 
after three days, he still loved them and never complained. Inspite of the fact  that 

he knew all of these would happen, he still showed his undying and unconditional 

love for us.  

I know I’m the type of person who complains a lot if things don’t go well. I’ve 

been into situations where my best friend betrayed me, a close friend ran away 
with big money from me. I have realized that life has to go on.  Material things 

may have been taken from me, but those were just material things. All of these 

losses, I know, would come to past. I hope that whatever they took from me, was 
able to help them. Now I look at it as a blessing for them.  Same with Jesus’ 

experience, they might have broken his trust and all but this had to happen so that 

our Lord  Jesus can save us from the fires of hell. His sacrifice is a blessing to us 
all. 

LYN’S  REFLECTION:      

 
 

I went to the Lenten Retreat without knowing 

its the theme or what I can get out of it. I only 

believed that it would help  relieve me from my 

overwhelming work-elated stress and  that I 
would learn how to humble my prideful heart.  

 

The Lenten Retreat had a theme: The Passion of the Christ. The topic that struck 

me is about the Pilate going outside and inside of the Praetorium for seven times. 
He went outside to hear the voice of the Jews or the majority rather than listening 

to God who is inside. 

 
I saw myself in Pilate. I saw the reason for my indecisive character. I have been 

indecisive because I listen to the voice of majority and desire the material things 
and immersing in chaotic world around me rather than choosing to listen to the 

voice of God inside me. I am proud because I meet the expectations of the 

majority, yet I'm not at peace but in stress because I was not doing the will of 
God.  

 

I acknowledge I have fear of the consequences of doing the will of God and being 
against the majority but I pray that I will be reminded that I have a God greater 

than my fears, a merciful God who will always willing to love and accept my 

imperfection, and a God of abundance that will surely provide my family's daily 
needs.    To God be the Glory! 

 

 

A  series of events happened to Bicutan Unit 

in a span of a short period.  It celebrated its 2nd 

Anniversary on March 22, 2014.  The affair 

started with a mass officiated  by   Fr. Gio  

Santos,  SDB,   the Parish Priest of Mary Help 

of Christians in Bgy. Don Bosco.  This was held 

 at Max’s Restaurant in Sucat to accommodate a large number of attendees 

coming from the chapter and the unit members themselves.  Each unit of 

the chapter takes turn in providing assistance to the unit breakfast held 

regularly every second and fourth Saturdays of the month. 

 

The experimental “small-group CLP” yielded graduates more than the 

expected number.  This was through the hard work of the outreach team 

who really exerted effort during the recruitment campaign.  Among the 13 

graduates, all, but one, joined the unit.  Together with four transferees from 

another chapter, this raised the number to a total of thirty (30) members 

with eleven (11) single men, three (3) single ladies, and eight (8) couples. 

 

To manage the changes that happened, the Governance decided to create 

three Action Groups for the unit  The first group, to be led by Molo and 

Venie Borsoto, has nine (9) members; the second group, to be led by Kats 

and Abelle Serraon, has ten (10); and the third group, led by Willy 

Taguiam, has eleven (11) single men as members. 

 

The maiden Action Group Meeting was held on June 29.  This was 

preceded by a worship and Bible reading highlighting and stressing the 

usual ways of doing these based on the norms practiced by BCBP.  A short 

fellowship followed and the night was capped by a pray-over for Edu 

Ricafrente who is leaving for an overseas job. 

 

The focus is now shifted to the preparation for the Unit Lord’s Day on July 

5 at 4:30pm.  This will be held at the Parish Hall of the Goodwill Parish 

Church. 

 

Continuous talks and learning sessions are lined up for the unit to 

complete the formation process. 

 

LENT RETREAT: 
“The Passion Of The Christ “ 

Reflections  of  John  &  Jonalyn  Ang 

BICUTAN  UNIT 

…An   Update 
   By: Molo Borsoto   

  NAC34…           Continued  from  Page 8 
Zip line and water falls was the attraction of lake Zebu, and brave brods and sis 

Allan, Danny and Alma and  Christine zipped down the mountain.from falls . As 

for us, we had our pics with the zip line gear only,,” naka posing lang,” Our next 

side trip on a Saturday  was to a Benedictine abbey, where we met Mother 

Giovanna, the abbess and were allowed to visit their chapel The visit was 

completed with buying pasalubongs at the bake shop of the sisters.  The trip was 

capped by  shopping at the happy valley shop that  sold dried fruits, it was fun 

sampling different types of dried fruits, that the big jar of samples was almost 

empty when we left. We had a joke that the motorcycle riding police officer was 

running after us for consuming almost all of the samples! Di ba,Pabs?  (We were 

joined by  the chapter head of San Jose Mindoro and his  members during this 

outing.). True to being BCBP Members, we heard mass in the mornings we were 

in Gen San , and just as expected,  we met a lot of members from different 

chapters,  some we know from Alabang,Makati and Las Pinas, some, we were just  

on a hi and hello basis. .  

 

I was scheduled to meet with a former classmate, Madoline/ that Sunday.  Her son, 

very kindly drove us to the Tuna shop Rydex, and to Mt Sharon, a resort on top of 

a hill  The view was spectacular, the decor, Thai. The food was so good, of course 

we had tuna belly, and kinilaw too. We met some BCBP members taking lunch there 

too. Madolines son kindly offered to drive us to the airport, and planned to pass by 

the Rydex shop for our purchases,  before getting our luggage from the hotel We 

don’t know why but he missed the turn and instead went directly to the hotel. Just 

as I was about to leave my room  Diony Tubid called up to inform mr to  leave the 

hotel  as the  building  adjacent to the  hotel. Was on fire. Suddenly I smelt the 

smoke and hurriedly left the room.   I was able to carry my baggages ( 5 of them_)  

with Madolines help . How glad I was that she decided to go up to my room,, she 

helped me carry my things, taking the stairs, How fortunate that  his son forgot to 

do a left turn to the Tuna shop, otherwise we would have arrived at the hotel later, 

with the smoke enveloping the place and we would not have been able to go to our 

room for our luggage. Thank you Lord for your protection, for sending Madoline 

and her son to help us .  
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           By:   Ester  Saguisag 

 

Even  the  acronym  is  very   feminine,  

and  rightly  so.  It is about  us, the ladies of 

BCBP Parañaque Chapter.  This is the result 

of our  longing to have our own ladies’  

activities at least once a month after  we  

stopped  meetings  in  the  Ladies’  

Breakfast.  From  its   name alone,  I  expect  

that  this  is  a  venue  where  I will  know 

more  intimately our sisters  by  the  sharing  

of experiences.  I  can  learn  new  interests  

 and  hobbies.  I can  empathize  and  feel  in  concrete  ways  for  our 

sisters,  and  I  can  even  pickup  new ways  of  doing  regular  and  

monotonous  chores.  

 

LACE  was  launched  last  February 1, 2014  at  Max’s Restaurant  on 

Sucat,  Parañaque.  The  speaker was  Carla  Siojo, the  wife  of the  past 

National President of BCBP, Manolet Siojo.   Her  topic  was  about the  

role  of  Christian woman in the BCBP  Community,  as a  member,  as  a  

wife,  as  a  mother,  as  a  sister.   I have  listened  to  this  kind  of  topic  

many  times  before  but I  still  appreciated  the  talk  because  it  was  a  

reminder  and  an opportunity  to look  back  and  evaluate  myself  in my 

role as a Christian woman  in  BCBP.   Now I  look  forward  to  attending  

future  sessions of  LACE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A   reflection from Chris Paz, Emil’s daughter who had 

attended NAC for the past two years: 

“The BCBP NAC 34 in GEN SAN was truly a great event that highlighted 

camaraderie, fellowship and giving back to the Lord. every member who attended 

along with their families, took time to celebrate and be living testimonies of how 

the Lord has touched their lives. I personally witnessed through my father,.  Emil 

Paz who is a BCBP member for so many yeas now, how our Lord strengthens and 

guides him in his daily life.With the success of NAC 34,next years celebration is 

something to look forward to.” 

 

 

NATIONAL ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF 

CHRISTIAN BUSINESSMEN AND PROFESSIONALS. This event is a much 

awaited one for all members from the north as afar as Tueguegarao and the South as 
far as Davao. With much anticipation, we went to General Santos a day earlier as 

we wanted to go around this beautiful and large city of tuna, of Sen. Pacquiao and 

what else.  
 

The first day of the NAC brought us to the trade hall of the huge SM complex.  We 

were seated according to the color of our ids which enabled us   to bond with  
members whom we just  met. The worship led by our National    President Manny  

Jimenez was very uplifting, but the sharing and pray over with new friends were 

more “ matindi” .We bared ourselves to practically strangers, but actually our brods 

and sis. 
 

In our group, there was a couple who shared their  concern that they have less time 

to serve the BCBP as sometimes they are sick.  I was also in awe of a young couple 

who brought their 2 kids along,  they came from the North of Luzon. I don’t know 

if they are materially rich  that they can afford to bring their children too? But one 

thing for sure, they are spiritually rich for they value attending the NAC  

notwithstanding spending more, not to mention the recent incident of bombing in 

Cagayan de Oro during the convention of dentists, which caused many to cancel 

their reservations  
 

Breakfast, sharings – I was touched, as our 

brothers, who are government officials, one a 

judge, the other a governor, shared about the 
challenges they experienced working in the 

government, and how they had triumphed over all 

odds, with the special grace of God without 

compromising their integrity.  

 

One of the highlights that evening was the 

Eucharistic Celebration.  The  food  was  served at  

the top of the building at the parking area, in our gowns. We rode a van to go up to 

this floor, some used the elevator or for the young and the strong, took the stairs!  
Our table  had an excess of drinks, sashimi, chicken, fruits and what have you. The 

much awaited raffle for the car and other  prizes kept every one with abated breath. 

At last the winning number for the car was drawn, but this  was won by a ticket that 
was already  surrendered?! It was then decided that the draw will be held at the 

National Office in Manilas in order to verify if this number was not sold again.  The 

final winner was the chapter head of Makati. They said the ticket was owned by 
some members who contributed in the purchase of several tickets.  Our very own 

George Torregoza won a Polaroid Tablet. Congrats George. Here are “ short 

stories” behind the NAC activities 

 

In terminal 3,  Manila, we met BCBP members from Laguna, who were bringing 

original buko pie as pasalubong to relatives in Gen San (pambayad sa free meals, 
ha ha ). We were like old friends, exchanging pleasantries and one of whom was a 

member nearing  retirement  from the Bureau of Customs (please refrain from 

making a comment according to him , ha ha ). When we arrived at Gen San, we 
found out there was no one to fetch us , and guess what, there was this guy whose 

niece who brought along, a pick up and a van, I was welcomed to squeeze myself 

into the van and later brought to my hotel ahead.  Thank you, so much. how  very 
BCBP you are!. 

 

On the lighter side :  We had  bonding with  Paranaque members. We looked for an  
ihaw ihaw resto for tuna belly , bihod and  something else. Despite the hastle of 

transferring from the mall to this hole  in the far side of the city late at night., dinner  

was a gastronomic delight.  Bonding too at breakfast of coffee and bread after mass 
at the “sitting room” outside the elevator .  
 

 In our trip to   the fish port our sights were filled with lots of  tuna laid side by side 

which were being “biopsied”, yes specimens taken   from each tuna and inspected  
to determine the grade of the tuna whether for export, canning or local consumption. 

We had to wear white colored boots  ( we wrapped our feet in plastic for protection 

before we wore the boots)so we can go through water soaked and muddy  places and 
of course we  purchased sashimi that was shared with everyone in our lunch Friday. 

 

                 Continued  on   Page 7 

  On  March 8, 2014,  LACE  held  another  fellowship  with the theme, 
”Bread and Bible Comes Sweeter  As  Days Go By”  relating  to  
nourishment of  body  and  soul.   The  speaker  was  a ladies’ bible class 
leader  Annabelle Aldaba.  She  presented  truth-searching  through  
bible  reading  and  discovering  God’s love and mercy through the  verse, 
“And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and has given Himself for 
us an offering and a sacrifice  to  God  for a  sweet-smelling  savour.”   
This  was  followed  by  a  baking  activity  led by  our own  Malou Azarcon  
at  her  residence  in  BF  Northwest.   
 

NAC 34 

National Anniversary Celebration 
       

                       By:  Sol Advincula 
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