
Anniversary Message from our Chapter Head 
Bro. Etchin Sumagang 

 
“… and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose water never goes dry”  Isaiah 58:11 

 
First of all I want to congratulate Sis. Weng Odina and the couple Bro. Francis and Sis. Lea Balcruz for boldly        
volunteering to set up and print the first issue of the “True North,” the first BCBP newsletter in North America.  
Your boldness to use your God-given gifts is awesome! 
 

About two weeks ago, as I reflected on what to write in the True North, I tried to review my BCBP notes and 

prayer journal when we had our first prayer meeting around two years ago.  My notes stated, “Where can I run 
from you Lord? Wherever we go, you are always present.  We planned for a vacation, but you are here pushing us to work on our BCBP 
mission.” This was verbalized by Bro. Doy Andrada, now one of the newest members of the BCBP Board of Trustees.  It was not a        
coincidence that God sent Bro. Doy and Sis. Precy to attend our first prayer meeting because He will always send someone to witness His  
goodness and to manifest His plans for Canada. 
 

Another message in the same prayer meeting was expressed by my wife Sis. Odit Sumagang, “I brought you from the ends of the earth; I 
called you from its farthest corners and said to you….you are my servants. Go and bear much fruit." (Isaiah 41:9) 
 

When I checked the third message in my journal, it really made me teary-eyed because He said,  “And I will always guide you and satisfy 
you with good things. I will keep you strong and well. You will be like a garden that has plenty of water, like a spring of water that never 
goes dry...” (Isaiah 58:11) 
 

A few weeks ago, when we were discerning for the theme of this year’s anniversary, Sis. Agnes So shared her vision of a beautiful garden 
full of flowers, towering trees, plush vegetation and sparkling stream of water.  It must be the beautiful garden that our God, the Master 
Gardener, has prepared for us when He said, “I will be with you, that is a promise!” 
 

The whole country of Canada is a great and bountiful garden that God has given to all of us.  To preserve its beauty, the Master Gardener 
expects us to exert our best efforts to maintain it.  We should not allow dandelions or other weeds to sprout at anytime to destroy its 
beauty nor allow wild animals to prevent us from doing our work.  There are lots of things to do, but God said that He will guide us       
continually and He will be with us; it is His promise. 
 

As members of BCBP, we are His gardeners.  We need to give our quality time - not just extra time - to work hard to beautify the garden. 
We need the garden more than the garden needs us.  Similarly, we all need the BCBP more than the BCBP needs us.  We should align  
ourselves to be like the beautiful flowers and trees so that our beauty will radiate not only in our workplaces but also in the whole expanse 
of Canada. 
 
How do we achieve it? We are so blessed that we belong to a community that gave us a simple, yet very powerful guide in living out our 
BCBP way of life – the BCBP commitment card. It contains our covenant with God. We should make it a habit to check it regularly to gauge 
where we are in our commitments. By doing so, we will know if we are beautifying the garden or we are slowly ruining it. 
 

One of the most important ingredients for a healthy garden is water. Isaiah draws a beautiful parallel between what the Lord wants to do 
for us and what an unfailing spring provides for garden-life.  That leads us to the second part of our 2nd Anniversary theme taken from 
John 15:1-8.  We have to stay connected to the main source of the Living Water. By doing so, we can continue to be healthy and strong 
and certainly bear much fruit.   Consequently, our community will grow and God’s name will be glorified.  
 

Rest assured that the newly installed leaders of the new BCBP Canada – Greater Toronto Area Chapter will work doubly hard to ensure that 
all of us will be spiritually guided to live out the BCBP way of life through proper introduction of the support structures, teachings, guide-
lines and community activities.  We will strive to make all our BCBP activities joyful, meaningful and spiritually fulfilling experiences so that 
we will together enhance our relationship with God and with our brothers and sisters.  Once we have these foundations in place, we will be 
able to live an evangelistic lifestyle while following our BCBP way of life.  We should be the face of God in the marketplace. Collectively, we 
will work hard so that our individual efforts will help beautify the garden and bear much fruit.  Then God’s Name will be glorified. 
 

It is a challenging task but together we will cling to the True Vine who will guide us continually.  With Him, we can spread BCBP all over 
Canada.  
 

Congratulations to the maiden issue of the TRUE NORTH and happy 2nd Anniversary to all.  God bless BCBP Canada – GTA! 
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How it all started… 

 

It all happened in God's perfect timing.  

 

Despite several attempts by BCBP members in the past, 
starting way back in the early 1990’s, the creation of a 

BCBP outreach in Canada never really took off. But in 
2012, when Bro. Etchin Sumagang, former BCBP Las  

Pinas Chapter Head and BCBP National Treasurer, arrived 

in Toronto, events conspired to make everything fall into 
place. Several members from BCBP Cebu and Mactan 

Chapters had been meeting informally, and when Bro. 
Etchin connected with them through Facebook and         

e-mail, the first steps to formalize the group took hold. 
 

The initial group of 6 couples from various BCBP          

chapters in the Philippines met on that auspicious day on 
September 8, 2012 at Bro. Etchin's house to talk about 

how to bring together BCBP members in the Greater      
Toronto Area (GTA). Several more meetings followed, 

with additional members joining as they planned for the 

first BCBP Breakfast in Canada. 
 

As news spread by word of mouth and on Facebook, 
more BCBP members connected with the core group. At  

the first Breakfast on October 27, 2012, there was an  

amazing turn-out of 65 BCBP members and 42 first timers.        

Former BCBP President Louie Morales and his wife Lily were the 
guest sharers in the jam-packed, standing-room only event at 

Hilton Garden Inn in Mississauga. 
 

From that first Breakfast came more Saturday breakfasts with  

an average attendance of 48 members and 21 first timers. The 
Christian fellowship and sharing clearly filled the hunger of 

BCBP members who declared that they were finally “back 
home”, and of their guests with whom they wanted to share 

this kind of spiritual nourishment. 
 

(read full article at http://www.bcbpkapatiran.com/bcbp-canada-
greater-toronto-area/ 

The first 12: Ike/Gee Salazar, Doy/Precy Andrada, Willie/Cleofe Cornelio, 

Etchin/Odit Sumagang, Joe/Alma Armamento and Jay/Agnes So 

 

Thank you, Lord,  

for blessing our       

community in the 

past 2 years! 

Dinner Fellowship Dance 
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Family Day  

First Anniversary 
Breakfast Sharing 

Christmas Party 

AGL Workshop 

Social Work 

BCBP-Canada GTA Governance 

October 2014 marks the second year anniversary of BCBP 

Canada GTA. Our calendar has been full of activities for the 

past two years: monthly breakfasts, Faith Fridays,         

Outreach assemblies, Christ the King Feast, Brotherhood 

Christian Marriage Retreat, summer outings, Christmas    

parties, charitable work and action group meetings.  We 

pray and serve but we know how to have fun too.  

We look forward to the years ahead! 

Planning & Outreach 

Christ the King Feast 
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The Harvest 

True to its mission of spreading the good news and evangelizing the market-
place, BCBP Canada GTA conducted its first Brotherhood Christian Life          

Program in April 2013. All BCBP members attended the sessions as a review.  
This first program graduated 8 new members - the first fruits of the outreach.  

 

The second BCLP in March 
2014 brought in a more        

abundant harvest of 22  
graduates. 

 
Praise God for allowing us to 

grow in Canada. Let us      

continue to bring more people 
to the community! 

Coming Home                     by Weng Odina 

"Go now and leave your homeland and I will give you a 

home." 

Whenever I hear these words from the song "Yahweh the 

Faithful One", tears come to my eyes. It always reminds me 
of the time when we were discerning our migration to         

Canada, and this was the response song to three consecutive 
Breakfast sharings my husband and I did in different           

Breakfast venues. It was a direct instruction and a promise 
from God to put our trust in Him and He will take care of us. 

Starting a new life in this country with 6 children in tow has 

not been easy. But God has blessed us abundantly with stable 
jobs, a comfortable life and a house of our own. 

Right after we arrived in 2001, we joined a Charismatic        
community. Having been in the BCBP for 12 years, we 

wanted to continue having  spiritual nourishment. It was even 

more important for us now that we were so far away from 
our family and friends. And for a while, it did fill our hunger. 

But there was always something missing, and we moved from 
one community to another. 

The formation of BCBP Canada GTA came at a time when we 

had been out of community life for a year. We met the news 
with excitement and eagerly reconnected with brothers and 

sisters from other chapters. As we gathered together in our 
first informal praise and worship/assembly, many of us cried.  

It was an emotional homecoming - the community that we 
had longed for and missed was finally here in Canada. 

Yahweh is a faithful God - He has fulfilled His promise to 

bring us to a land and a community where He wants us to be. 

It's good to be home.                    

"True north" is an idiomatic expression 

which refers to the internal compass that 
guides you through life. It represents who 

you are and what is most important to you. 
It is your fixed point in a changing world. 

As a Christian community, our spiritual 

"true north" is the Word of God. It points 
us to Jesus Christ. We fix our eyes on Him 

as our destination and focus in life. "True 
north" is also a poetic name for Canada, 

first used by Alfred Lord Tennyson, and 
adopted in the national anthem               

"O Canada". "True north" thus refers to     

Canada, a new home for all of us who 
have migrated to this part of the world, 

and to God's Word, which is our          
spiritual home. 

Newsletter Team:    Weng Odina, Lea Balcruz, Francis Balcruz 

BCLP # 2 

BCLP # 1 
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